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3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York 12801
(518) 792-4364
Office@GlensFallsTemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Affiliate member of the Union for Reform Judaism since 1950

This Year in Jerusalem
The distinguished Jewish journalist, J. J. Goldberg, recently wrote in The Forward, that, like it or not,
the Jews of the Diaspora now find their fates linked to those of our brothers and sisters in Israel. The
world's attention riveted on the Israeli elections revealed a political and cultural reality which would be
hard to deny: every speech and gesture by Bibi Netanyahu and his opponents and rivals was scrutinized
by the world media for indications of what will unfold in Jerusalem around issues of peace with the
Palestinians and Israel's Arab neighbors, or the Israeli government's response to the talks on Iran's
nuclear program. The prophet Isaiah declared 27 centuries ago that Israel is but a "drop in the bucket of
the nations" and, clear on the other side of history, that drop still has the ability to catalyze seas of
international allies, friends and enemies.
Here in Warren County, our tiny little corner of the Jewish Diaspora, the internet and world media
enable us to observe our people's tempests on distant shores. At Temple Beth El, our affiliation with the
North American and world Reform Jewish movement lends a special perspective on what Martin Buber
referred to as "Israel and the nations." And so, just a few days after the polls closed in Israel and the
results were known, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, the incumbent president of the Union for Reform Judaism,
hosted a webinar with Reform rabbis and laypeople to reflect on the outcome of the election for a new
K'nesset. Besides Rabbi Jacobs, the panel featured an Israeli political journalist, a Middle East expert
from the Brookings Institution, and one of our Israeli rabbinic colleagues.
The Israeli journalist gave a clear and dispassionate analysis of the returns. Essentially, the incoming
K'nesset will have a composition almost identical to the old, with the notable difference that in the new
K'nesset will serve more women and Arab members, with fewer representatives from the UltraOrthodox parties.
The expert from the Brookings Institution was tapped to reflect on the campaign's impact on US-Israel
relations, especially in light of Netanyahu's speech before Congress in early March, as well as his
controversial pre-election remarks about a Palestinian state and his mongering about the threat of ArabIsraeli voters. (The premier has since apologized to the latter.) According to the Brookings’
spokesperson, much will depend on whom the new government chooses to serve as foreign minister.
She suggested that the close relationship between Secretary of State John Kerry and Israel Minister of
Foreign Affairs Avigdor Lieberman will make the latter an important politician to watch.
Our Israeli rabbinic colleague, a young woman recently ordained at the Reform movement seminary,
HUC-JIR in Jerusalem, expressed the abiding concerns of our fellow Reformers in the Jewish state that
any inclusion of religious parties in the governing coalition could result in a rolling back of some of the
few modest advances that non-Orthodox Judaism has experienced in Israel in recent years. Yes, we
have had some progress. On the one hand, the new, conservative Israeli President Reuven Rivlin, has
overcome his reticence to address our Reform, Conservative and Reconstructionist colleagues as
"rabbi." On the other hand, the Likud victors in the election are contemplating political partners who
are loudly dedicated to driving women from the public square.
If J. J. Goldberg and other Jewish observers are correct about the ever-tightening destiny of Israeli and
Diaspora Jews, it is appropriate to pose the question: What can we do from North America to promote
religious equality and human rights in the State of Israel? One proposal which we hear about with
growing insistence from our movement's leaders centers on the upcoming elections for the 37th
(Continued on next page)
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This Year in Jerusalem
(Continued from Page 1)
World Zionist Congress. By casting a vote for the ARZA Reform Zionist slate, our delegates can attend the convention in
Jerusalem and make an impression for democracy, civility and tolerance in Israeli society. Before the end of April, all of our
congregants should go online, register to vote with the American Zionist Movement and then cast your vote for our Reform Jewish
ticket. (By all means, visit the ARZA website for a fuller briefing on the relevant issues.)
This year, as in every Hebrew year, we will sing at the close of the seder: l'shanah haba'a birushalayim ("Next Year, in
Jerusalem!”) Our Israeli brethren have voted; now it is our turn to make our collective voices heard this year in Jerusalem.
Happy Pesah! hag ha'aviv samei'ah!

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald

President’s Message
The fun and festivities of Purim have wound down as I write this
message. I was excited to see our religious school sharing a Purim
carnival with our friends at Temple Sinai in Saratoga Springs.
What a great way to share a fun event and give our students a
chance to meet and play with other Jewish children in the region!
We also observed a joint service and full Megillah reading at
Congregation Shaaray Tefila, again, showing the value and
excitement that sharing services with other Jewish congregations
in our region can bring. Last, but not least, we enjoyed a Shabbat
service, themed around Purim and Megillah readings at Temple
Beth El. How exciting it was to see the newest addition to our
Temple Judaica collection, a beautifully illustrated Megillah in
both Hebrew and English, surely a treasure we will use for years
to come.
As we move on toward Passover, we are in real need of your
support. Our Yom Kippur Appeal, and the income from our
Endowment, fell well short of our needs, and this year’s budget at
Temple is being stretched to the limit. Last year we were able to
barely squeak out the year at a breakeven level. This year with
additional costs of transitioning to a new Rabbi, we are coming up
well short.
We must pay our bills and staff salaries. If we cannot meet our
budget, we will have no choice but to reconsider next year’s
programs and to borrow from our future—the principal of our
Endowment. We want to be building our endowment fund to
ensure long term financial success, not covering the current year
finances. Please look hard at what you can do above and beyond
to support Temple this Spring.
Looking forward to seeing all of you at our annual Passover
Seder.

Matt Levin

Café Beth El featuring
The Adirondack Klezmer
Band
Saturday, May 30, 2015
Doors Open at 7:30 p.m.; Show Starts at 8 p.m.
Tickets: $18 in advance; $20 at the door

The ensemble writes: “Adirondack Klezmer Band
was organized and is led by Judy Korot. It is
made up of musicians who play a wide variety of
instruments: Al Wadler on clarinet, Dr. Bob
Orban on trumpet, Matt Collins on trumpet, Dr.
Jim Fuchs on sax, Ray Rabl on drums, Ian
Dingman on bass, Sherry Shevy on accordion,
Bruce North on cello, Barbara Rosoff on violin,
and Judith Korot on violin.”
The band plays this unique and energetic style of
music at different events, providing a celebratory
atmosphere. Klezmer music has its origins in
Eastern Europe and was brought to the United
States by immigrants in the 1880s. It is based
upon traditional melodies and dances, like
waltzes, mazurkas and the hora, which were
played at weddings and other social gatherings by
itinerant musicians playing whatever instruments
that were available. Some of us started playing
together about three years ago. Some have
dropped out and others joined in. William
Dearborn might sing a few songs with us. We are
brought together by the love of klezmer music. It
is the story of the Jewish people because it
captures life, the happy and sad. It is music for all
people.
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April 2015
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

SAVE THE DATES:

1

2

3

4

Friday, May 1: Family Service at 6 p.m.,
followed by a potluck dinner

10:30 a.m.
Yiddish for
Beginners class
with Rabbi Ronald

7 p.m.
Introduction to
Yiddish Music
class with
William
Dearborn

5 p.m. Shabbat

No Torah Study

First Night of
Passover

Night Passover
Seder

8

9

10

11

No Yiddish for
Beginners class
with Rabbi Ronald

7 p.m.
Introduction to
Yiddish Music
class with
William
Dearborn

7 p.m. Shabbat

No Torah Study

Friday, May 15: Shabbat Service at 7 p.m.
Honoring Barbara Leibman Rosoff, Mitzvah
Plaque Honoree

Service
5 p.m. Second

Saturday, May 24: Shavuot
Saturday, May 30: Café Beth El featuring the
Adirondack Klezmer Band
5

6

7

No Religious
School

Service / Oneg
Temple Office
Closed

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

No Religious
School

5 p.m.—9 p.m.
Cooper’s Cave,
Benefit for
Temple Beth
El
See p. 7 and
Attached Flyer

10 a.m. Book
Club (The Boys In
The Boat by
Daniel James
Brown)
See p. 9
12 p.m.
Ritual/Pulpit
Committee
Meeting

10:30 a.m.
Yiddish for
Beginners class
with Rabbi Ronald

7 p.m.
Introduction to
Yiddish Music
class with
William
Dearborn

7 p.m. Shabbat
Service / Oneg

10:30 a.m. Torah
Study

20

21

22

23

24

25

7 p.m. Temple
Board Meeting

10:30 a.m.
Yiddish for
Beginners class
with Rabbi Ronald

7 p.m.
Introduction to
Yiddish Music
class with
William
Dearborn

7 p.m. Shabbat

10:30 a.m. Torah
Study

28

29

30

10:30 a.m.
Yiddish for
Beginners class
with Rabbi Ronald

7 p.m.
Introduction to
Yiddish Music
class with
William
Dearborn

19
9:15 a.m.
Religious
School
4 p.m.
Community
Yom HaSho’ah
Service at
Temple
See p. 10
26
9:15 a.m.
Religious
School
12 p.m.
Community
Luncheon
See p. 4

27

Shofar Deadline

Service / Oneg
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New High Holy Day
Prayer Books
Meet Mishkan HaNefesh!
We are saying goodbye to Gates of Repentance, the
machzor (High Holy Day prayer book) we have used
for almost forty years! Gone is the confusion of
different editions and different words. The CCAR
Press (the publishing arm of the Central Conference
of American Rabbis), after years of work and editing,
is publishing a totally new machzor for the Days of
Awe. These will be Hebrew-opening, two-volume
sets, one each for Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur.
We invite our members and friends to take advantage
of our pre-publication discount in two ways. First,
make a donation to the Temple and receive a copy or
copies for yourself and your family. This will enable
you to take the books home to prepare for the
services, for your participation in the readings at
Temple, and to make marginal notes if you wish. It
will also conserve storage space in the Temple if
many of our members have their own copies. (Many
synagogues continue to follow the centuries-old
tradition that all members must own their own
machzorim and bring them to services.)
Second, it is customary to donate a prayer book as a
gift to the Congregation or in honor or memory of a
loved one. A High Holy Day prayer book is used for
decades, so your dedication will be seen for
generations on a book plate inside the cover of the
machzor. You may order now, for expected delivery
in June. The cost is only $36.00 (two-times chai) for
each two-volume set, with a personalized Temple
book plate affixed to each volume. A large-print
edition (three volumes) will be available before the
High Holy Days at a higher cost.
Contact the Temple office for more information and
to arrange for your donation.

The Shofar
The Yom Kippur Appeal
Temple Beth El is grateful to the 21 individuals and
families who answered President Matt Levin's Yom
Kippur Appeal this year. The total amount of pledges
received in response to the Appeal, as of December
31, 2014, was $8,873, of which $8,185.50 has been
paid. If you have not completed payment of your
pledge, please remember to remit the final
installments when due.
The Temple budget for fiscal 2014 – 2015 had
contemplated receipt of $18,000 for the Yom Kippur
Appeal. Obviously, we fell short of that sum. In
addition, some of our fundraising activities, and our
Endowment income, have brought in less money than
in recent years. We set an ambitious amount for this
year's Appeal because of the high cost of bringing an
experienced spiritual leader to our community.
If your family did not contribute to the Yom Kippur
Appeal before December 31, 2014, any gift you are
able to make at this time will be gratefully received.
Please send checks payable to Temple Beth El to:
Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, NY 12801
You can also call the Temple office at (518) 7924364 to make a credit card payment.

Temple Beth El
Board of Trustees
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The “Leinoff” Room

Federation Event

In his Message in the February issue of the Shofar,
Temple Beth El President Matt Levin disclosed that
the Temple has received two substantial gifts from
the family of the late Ralph and Lillian Leinoff, to be
used for specific improvements in our Sanctuary and
at the Temple Beth El Cemetery, with the remaining
funds to be added to the Congregation's endowment.
In his Message, Matt stated, “Your Board of Trustees
is planning a suitable, permanent memorial to
recognize these gifts and the extraordinary generosity
of the Leinoff family.” At the request of the Trustees,
Matt asked the Leinoffs' permission to use their
family name to designate a room in the Temple
building.

We urge all members of Temple Beth El to attend the
14th Annual Saratoga/North Country Federation
event on Sunday, May 17, 7:00 PM, at the Saratoga
City Center.

Fifty years ago, when the Temple was expanded, we
added a new multi-purpose room which, for lack of a
better name, came to be called the “Bubble Room,”
because of its semi-circle of bay windows. We use it
regularly for Onegs, meetings, small social events,
and programs. A video monitor, given anonymously
by Ralph Leinoff, allows us to present films and
illustrated lectures. Several of the musical and
educational programs held in the “Bubble Room”
have been arranged by members of the Leinoff
family.
In response to Matt's invitation, Lillian and Ralph's
family agreed that we may name the “Bubble Room”
the “Ralph and Lillian Leinoff ________ Room,” the
blank to be filled with a suitable word chosen by the
Temple. One of the family's suggestions,
“Community,” is attractive to the Board of Trustees.
Other suggestions from the Congregation are
welcome prior to the next Board meeting on April
21, 2015, when a new name will formally be
adopted.

Judith Metzner Shepherd
Historian

Miri Eisen, former International Media Advisor to
Israeli Prime Ministers is our speaker. She was the
“face” of Israel to CNN, FOX, BBC, and MSNBC
during several conflicts. The topic “The New Middle
East and The World in Shambles” is most timely.
The program includes a catered dinner and a dessert
reception by “As You Like it” caterers, with plenty
time to network and socialize.
Miri spoke eloquently two years ago and is being
brought back by popular demand.
Federation is very generous to the Glens Falls Jewish
community and specifically to our Temple. In addition, Federation funds many programs and services
which help and serve our individual members.
Temple Beth El members Stephen Adler and Mike
Seidel are event chairs.
The cost of the event is only $30.00 pp. Reservations
can be made by calling Sara Mastro at 783-7800 ext.
232 or on-line at www.jewishfednyorg.

Mark your Calendars!
On April 13 Cooper's Cave Ale Company
Restaurant will be the place to be with your family
and friends for a Temple Beth El benefit.
The separate flier in this month's Shofar contains all
the information you need. Print it out or remove it
as a reminder that on April 13 you will enjoy a funfilled, work-free, stress-less evening and help
Temple Beth El at the same time.
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Temple Beth El Religious School News

February was a short month for Temple Religious School. Our only TRS session was held on
February 1st. The February 8th session was cancelled due to a snowstorm, as was the Jewish
Community Luncheon our students were planning to host that day. The local public school break left
us without TRS sessions February 15th and February 17th. On February 1st, we celebrated tu
b’shevat with a child-friendly seder and experienced the tastes of the season. We also learned about
our responsibility to protect and care for the environment and the important role conservation of
resources plays in Israel and in the United States. Students and their families purchased several
trees from the Jewish National Fund. Many students attended the February 6 th Temple Beth El
Family Shabbat Service and Dinner. Rabbi Ronald’s class proudly assisted him on the bimah with
the service.
We continued our Hebrew and Jewish Studies in March. We used our tzedakah money to present a
charitable donation to the South High Marathon Dance. Many thanks to all who donated to our
tzedakah fund. (More about this in the “South High Marathon Dance Tzedakah Project” article. See
page 10.)
On March 1st, we celebrated Purim with Rabbi Ronald and his students reading the Purim story of
Esther in the sanctuary. Groggers, colorful leis, and costumes added to the festivities as we booed
and hissed to drown out the name of Haman. We learned the importance of giving during this
holiday and standing up for what is right. We followed this service with a reception in the Bubble
Room that was open to all Jewish Community members. We were pleased to have Temple Beth El
Board Member Rebecca Charhon and her husband, Albert, join students, parents, and staff that day.
A variety of traditional Purim hamentaschen made by students, with the help of Lois Hellman, were
served as part of the festivities. Many thanks to Lois, a past Director of the Religious School who
continues to help our TRS students and staff in so many ways! We also made mish loach manots
baskets for our TRS families that included fruit and candy. Extras were made to give to others and
for the Rabbi to bring to Jewish seniors in our community.
Following our TRS Purim Program, many of our students went to the (Saratoga Springs) Temple
Sinai Purim Carnival at the Gavin Recreational Center in Wilton. By all reports and my observations,
our students had a great time and especially enjoyed the bouncy-bounces, balloon animal
sculptures and DJ, along with the usual games and food!
Purim was again celebrated at the March 6th Family Shabbat Service. TRS students Jonah Levin
and Ethan Hill assisted the Rabbi on the bimah. The new, beautiful, and modern Scroll of Esther in
its decorative case was carried by the students throughout the sanctuary. This impressively
illustrated scroll, a gift to the temple from Temple Board Member Judy Shepherd, was enjoyed by all.
The Rabbi also shared a lovely, older, and more traditional version of the Megillah, loaned by
Synagogue member, Judith Korot.
On March 9th, we were happy to have Temple Beth El Board Member Rebecca Charhon join us as
our new Pre-K to 1 class teacher. She is replacing Elizabeth Levy. Elizabeth is in Boston
participating in an eight-week clinical rotation program in Occupational Therapy studies at Boston
Medical Center. Elizabeth intends to return to TRS after her graduation in May.
(Continued on next page)
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Temple Beth El Religious School News
(Continued from Page 6)

The Rabbi’s confirmation class has disbanded for this year because it has been difficult to sustain
regular student attendance. Many thanks to Sara Rice who has assisted Rabbi Ronald and devoted
a great deal of time and attention to our teens! Her enthusiasm and commitment to our young
people is greatly appreciated! Sara and Elizabeth Levy are both interested in finding new ways to
engage our teens in activities with other Jewish teens in the Capital District. This will offer another
path for teens to stay connected to Judaism.
We prepared for Passover on March 8th, 15th and 22nd. We learned about the story of Passover, its
meaning and traditions. Our students viewed the DreamWorks movie “Prince of Egypt” in
preparation for understanding the Exodus. Our studies included symbols of Passover and the
traditions of the Passover celebration. This unit concludes with Rabbi Ronald leading TRS students
and their families for a child-friendly model Passover Seder on Sunday, March 29th.
Our April TRS calendar is once again shortened because of Passover and the public school
vacations. There will not be a Family Shabbat Service in April. Hopefully, many of our TRS families
will be able to attend the Temple Beth El Family Seder on the second night of Passover, April 4 th.
TRS Committee Members Allison Levin, Sara Rice, and Suzanne Seay have volunteered to
prepare child friendly activities for that evening.
April 5th and April 12th there will be no TRS classes, to accommodate the public school vacation
schedule as well as the celebration of Passover. Our April 19th studies will revolve around Yom
HaSho’ah (the day dedicated to the memory of the Jews killed in the Holocaust). On April 26 th, we
will study Yom Ha’Atzma’ut (Israeli Independence Day) and Yom Hazikaron (Israel’s Memorial
Day). The Jewish values we learn from these important days of the Jewish calendar will be
incorporated in our lessons and projects. Students will also be involved with the April 26 th Jewish
Community Luncheon held at noon. We look forward to seeing many members of our Jewish
Community there!
Wishing everyone a Happy Passover,

Chris Levy

Open Meeting – May 3, 2015
On Sunday morning, May 3, come to Temple Beth El to chat with your fellow congregants about the
Temple's 90th Anniversary, and how you'd like to celebrate it. We'll meet from 10:00 a.m. until noon to
talk about the plans we've already made, and hear and discuss your ideas. If you can't be there at 10:00,
come when you can. Everyone is welcome, and of course there will be refreshments. Call us at (519) 792
-4364 (or e-mail at office@glensfallstemple.com) to say you'll be there. See you then!

The Shofar
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Please Help Us Make History!
If you are reading this, you have a connection to Temple Beth El, and the History Committee wants to know
about it!
This year, we are celebrating the ninetieth anniversary of our Congregation, as well as the ninetieth
anniversary of our building. You, and your friends and family who have been members or friends of the
Temple, are part of our history. Please help us record it. Tell your story in snail mail, or an email, or an
attachment to an email. Do it as a narrative, or an outline, or bullet points, if that is easiest. Get your family
members to help. Digital images or non-returnable photographs of people, places, and events are also
welcome.
Here are some things you may wish to include:
 The names, occupations, and residences of the earliest ancestors you know about and the following
generations
 When, and from where, your family came to the U.S.
 When they came to this area, and what brought them here
 When and how they established a connection with Temple Beth El, and which family members have/had
a Temple connection
 Their local addresses, workplaces, occupations, and organization memberships
 Anecdotes about memorable people or events.
 Memories of Temple Beth El
Send your submissions to Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens Falls, NY 12801, or
history@glensfallstemple.com. If you have any questions or suggestions, feel free to call me at 518-793-4149
and leave a message.
Judy Metzner Shepherd, Historian

Officers & Board of Trustees

Committees

President: Matt Levin

Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman

Vice President: Jack Hellman

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd

Immediate Past President: Stephen Adler

House Chair, Larry Silver

Trustees: Rebecca Charhon, Jeffrey Hill, Dave Lieberman,
Barbara Rosoff, Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz,

Religious School Director, Chris Levy

Judith Metzner Shepherd, and Larry Silver

ex-officio members of all committees.

Temple’s rabbi and president will be

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home
53 Quaker Road
Queensbury, New York 12804
P: 518-792-1114
F: 518-792-1287
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Temple Beth El History
Rabbi Dr. Kurt L. Metzger (1909 - 1992)
Part 2
[The History column in the March, 2015, issue of the Shofar (available at
glensfallstemple.com) contains a brief biography of Rabbi Dr. Kurt L. Metzger, who
served Temple Beth El as spiritual leader from 1942 to 1962. The following is compiled
from my own memories, as well as messages I received in response to requests to family
members, friends, and contemporaries. However, all opinions, conclusions, and
speculation in this article are solely my own. For further reading, see: http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/
nuremberg2/nur013.html and http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/the-last-rabbi-of-nuremberg/.]
During Rabbi Metzger's tenure, Temple Beth El was a model of what is now called “Classical Reform,”
the movement begun in the Rabbi's native Germany in the mid-nineteenth century. Hebrew pronunciation
was Ashkenazic. Not a yarmulke (never kipah) could be seen in the congregation.
The Friday night service was always Service I from the Union Prayer Book. The closing hymn was always
ein k'eloheinu. On the pulpit (never bimah), the Rabbi wore a black robe and a tall, black, silk yarmulke
with pleated sides (white for the High Holidays). The service was mostly in English, with Rabbi Metzger
reading some prayers in Hebrew and serving as the cantor, complemented by the choir. Instrumental music
came from a console organ. If a child or adult member received a smudged carbon copy of something in
the mail, it contained an assigned reading for an upcoming service. There was never a Bat Mitzvah, and
Bar Mitzvah ceremonies were conducted only at a parent's request.
Rabbi Metzger is remembered for acts of kindness: he interceded on behalf of a young, disabled, woman
who had been denied admission to a teachers' college; he drove a young man to college in Plattsburgh
because the student's widowed mother did not have a car; as a chaplain, he helped free a prison inmate
who had been convicted based on faulty evidence. He was a popular choice to speak at
meetings and give invocations at banquets all over the North Country. However, despite all the people
who remember him warmly, there are others, including prominent members of the Temple Beth El
community, who found Rabbi Metzger cold and disdainful. Even his admirers regarded him as inflexible.
His widow, Lore, told me she was never permitted to write a check or view the family finances until after
the Rabbi died.
One might think that, with the State of Israel born in the years of Rabbi Metzger's Glens Falls rabbinate,
the Rabbi and Congregation would have been fervent Zionists. At the time, however, as a Classical
Reform congregation, Temple Beth El focused on American patriotism. Although many members may
have felt otherwise, the rabbi gave little attention to the Jewish State.
One would also think that, having narrowly escaped the Holocaust, Rabbi Metzger would have
emphasized Holocaust education in the Congregation and religious school. One would be wrong. The
subject was assiduously avoided. In their later years, the Metzgers reconciled with their native country and
the cities where they were born. Some have called this “forgiveness without forgetting.” My view is
different. I think the Metzgers loved Germany and always felt themselves to be fully German and Jewish.
They were ashamed that their country had betrayed itself. They were correcting, not forgiving.

Judith Metzner Shepherd
Historian
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Torah Portions
April 4
First Day of Pesach
April 11
Eight Day of Pesach
Yizkor
April 18
shemini
Lev. 9:1-11:47
Pr. I Sam. 20:18-42
April 25
tazri’a-metzora
Lev. 12:1-15:33
Pr. II Kings 7:3-20

The Second Generation Speaks:
Community Yom HaSho’ah veHaGevurah Service
Sunday, April 19, 2015 at 4 p.m.
at Temple Beth El
Temple Beth El will host this year's service for Holocaust Memorial and Resistance Fighters' Day,
which on the civil calendar falls on April 16th (27th of nisan). Our congregation will host this
annual event which rotates between the synagogue and the temple on an annual basis. This year,
the service will be held in the Sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 19th (rosh hodesh iyyar).
In addition to music, readings and prayers, our featured speaker will be our own Ellen Katz, who
will address the community on the subject of growing up as the child of a Holocaust survivor in
New York City after the War.
In addition to the congregations of Shaaray Tefila and Temple Beth El, the event will be open to
the media and public.

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,
STEWART & RHODES, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Washington Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone (518) 792-2117

Please support
and patronize
our advertising
sponsors
whenever
possible.

South High Marathon Dance Tzedakah Project
Many thanks to all who donated to the Temple Religious School Tzedakah Fund for the South High
Marathon Dance (SHMD). This year, the South High Marathon Dance once again broke its record and raised
the amazing amount of $621,680 that will benefit 15 local charitable organizations and 29 individuals or
families. Mazel Tov to all the dancers and those involved with this huge fundraising event for a job well done.
Temple Religious School is proud to be a first time donor organization and contribute to their success this
year!
The weekly tzedakah donations collected from our students (Mattea Rice, Sofia Rice, Isaac Goldberg,
Benjamin Heyman, Cooper Nadler, Luke Eichin, Camden Wolfield, Grant Levin, Ahva Heyman, Jonah
Levin, Charlie Gartner, Ethan Hill), our teen assistants and aides, our adult TRS staff and the generous
donors listed below, allowed us to present $302.18 to the South High Marathon Dance from the Temple
Religious School.
Karen and Stephen Adler, Betty Gancher, Lois and Jack Hellman (In Honor of Elizabeth Levy), Deirdre Hill,
Chris and Jeff Levy (In Memory of Ian Moreau and Jeremy Otruba), Elizabeth Levy (In Memory of Ian
Moreau and Jeremy Otruba), Allison and Matt Levin (In Honor of Jonah and Grant Levin), Christine
McDonald, Joan and Alan Rhodes, Stephen Smoller and Sandra Allen (In Honor of Rabbi Jeffrey Ronald)
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In Memory of Harris & Frances Lustig:
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Unveiling
for Shirley Kanofsky
Please join the Kanofsky family for Shirley’s
gravestone unveiling on Sunday, May 10,
2015 at Noon at Congregation Shaaray
Tefila’s cemetery on Media Drive in
Queensbury. A light luncheon reception will
immediately follow at the Synagogue, 68 Bay
St. in Glens Falls. All are invited.

Richard Lustig
In Memory of Dr. Orel Friedman:
Wynne Busman
In Memory of David Gancher:
Paul & Betty Gancher
In Memory of Harriet Patrick:
Bennett Patrick
In Memory of Bennett Grant
Larry Silver
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Memory of Arthur Feldstein:
Sharyn Feldstein Fox

Temple-Synagogue Jewish Community
Dairy Potluck Luncheon
Bring a friend! Share a dish!
Open to Congregation Shaaray Tefila, Temple Beth El, and all their
friends!
Sunday, April 26 from 12 to 1 p.m. at Temple Beth El
Please contact Scott & Michele Schwartz
to help coordinate what food to bring:
(518) 792-3408

The Shofar
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We Remember
Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on the noted dates:
April 3
William Aronson, *Isaac Avrin, Harriet Cohen, *Sari Erlanger, Edward Aaron Friedman, *Arthur Gold,
Susan Gotters, Ted Helman, Goldie Joseph, *Leah Kroch, Ernest Krulik, Max Miller, *Erna Kolb Neuberger,
*Julius Neuberger, Harry Socher
April 10
*Beatrice Bassock, Hyman Berkowitz, *Fannie Bittman, Thomas J. Brown, Terry Fortune, *Joseph Frieber,
*Cindy Ginsburg, *Cecelia Jacoby, *Leonard Leopold, H. Robert Marks, *Sarah Moskowitz, Adolph Ochs,
*Abe Ovitz, May Silk, Martin Weitsen
April 17
Marcia Lillian Cohen, *Charles Friedman, *Moey Leo Friedman, Nathan Goodman, Robert Goodman, Ann
Grablow, Jack Harrell, Stephen Hertz, Meta London Merkel, Lewis Swartz
April 24
Adele Arnstein, Evelyn Baird, Hannah Diskin Berkowitz, Mark Chanis, Charles Daniels, *Evelyn Friedman,
*Charles Gelman, Salo Hellenberg, Sidney Hellman, *Milton Klein, *Gilbert Kuh, Lillian Levy, Bessie
Metzner, Betty Monahan, *Louise Y. Pearl, *Sam Schwartz

(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary)

Appreciation

Get Well Soon

To Albert & Rebecca Charhon for hosting an oneg in
March in memory of Rebecca’s mother, Martha
Green.

Kayra Balente, Marcus Berg, Ronald Binns, Patricia
Brie, Hans Cherney, Mia Corton, Mitch Frasier,
Elliott Friedman, Janet Friedman, Victor Friedman,
Alan Gartner, Ann Gifford, Jacqueline Gordon,
Sheldon Kramer, Howard Krantz, Bruce Levin, Eli
Levin, Terry Levin, Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Levy,
Bert Lieberman, Mark Lipschitz, Diane Martin, Ed
Miltch, Sylvia Miltch, Richard Muller, Edie Rudnick,
Bob Savarin, Jennifer Schultz, Betsy Tik, Carole
Wells

To Paul & Betty Gancher for hosting an oneg in
March in memory of their son, David Gancher.
To Sandy & Martha Searleman for
hosting an oneg in March.
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Happy Birthday!
Justin Wodicka (4/1), Henry Gartner (4/1),
Florence Handen (4/3), Mattilyn Brender
(4/5), Samuel Satenstein (4/8), Elizabeth Solomon
Finkelstein (4/8), Erma Gordon (4/8), Mason Flatley
(4/9), Tom O’Brien (4/11), Sharla Etkin-Ives (4/12),
Daniel Kraus (4/14), Dave Lieberman (4/16), Jessica
Katz (4/17), Howard Krantz (4/20), Jonathan Weaver
(4/24 – 9 years old!), Lois Hellman (4/25), Beverly
Seligson (4/28), Deirdre Hill (4/30)

Happy Anniversary!
Rachel Gartner & Suzanne Seay
4/21—25 years

Book Club
Here is the list of all of our next adventures in
literature . . .
April 14: The Boys In The Boat by Daniel James
Brown
May 11: Arcadia by Lauren Groff
June 09: Half Broke Horses by Jeannette Walls
Happy reading,

Karen Marks Adler
R. Cohen Recycling, Inc.
38 Geer Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
518-792-2010

Temple Religious School
Planning for 2015-2016
On March 15th, a Temple Religious School
parent meeting was held to discuss options and
possibilities for the 2015-16 Temple Religious
School program. There was a good turnout for
this meeting that included discussions about
issues surrounding the Religious School
program. Although this year’s program seems
to be considered successful, there are some
concerns about the present structure of our
program due to busy school and family
schedules, and the low enrollment of students
in TRS, due to the small proportion of younger
families within our Temple membership. Issues
of the personal education and Jewish needs of
students and families were included in the open
dialogue between parents, staff, and rabbi. The
need for a means to provide outreach into the
community was also a topic of discussion.
Dan Wolfield, a TRS parent, presented an
outline of a suggested system of education
delivery for our 2015-2016 TRS program. This
model developed from discussions with Director
Chris Levy, TRS Treasurer Allison Levin,
conversations regarding difficulties with our
current program at TRS Committee Meetings,
and input from past director and Temple
Member, Lois Hellman. This new suggested
learning model would be more individualized for
each student and is presently under
consideration. There will be future meetings to
discuss the practicality and logistics of
implementing this plan. Many thanks go to Dan
for preparing this model. Updates will be
provided to TRS families, the Temple Board,
and the congregation as this process continues.

Christine Levy
TRS Director

Scrap Metal Processors
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Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York
12801-2813

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald, MHL, DD
Phone: 518-792-4364
Fax: 518-792-4336
office@glensfallstemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated,
traditional, intermarried & nontraditional families and individuals.

The Shofar
Editors:

Phyllis Brown
Lois Hellman
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Editorial Assistant:

Katie Weaver

Writing for the Shofar? Think Ahead!
Writing something for the Shofar? REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES. Articles and announcements for the
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired
publication date. The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the
Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible. The Shofar is published before the first day of
each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements.
Remember: If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as
early as the issue preceding the event. And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket
or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance. Even for
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers
to “save the date”!
The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions. E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com)
is preferred. Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment. If you lack internet access, you may
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens
Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline.

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the May issue of the Shofar is
Wednesday, April 15!

