TEMPLE BETH EL
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York 12801
(518) 792-4364
Office@GlensFallsTemple.com
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An affiliated congregation of the
Union for Reform Judaism since 1950

Bequests, both large and small, have played a vital role at Temple Beth El.
Please consider Temple Beth El in your will.

Temple Beth El’s
Second Night Passover Seder
Saturday, April 20, 2019 at 5 p.m.
Service by Rabbi Norman Mendel
Catering by Monahan Chase Caterers
$30 for adult Temple members
$40 for adult non-members
Free for children age 12 and under
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Reservations must be received on or before

Thursday, April 11, 2019.
There is an increase of $5 per person for any reservation made
after this deadline.
Please phone Katie in the Temple office (792-4364) to provide credit card
and reservation information or mail your check and reservation form to
the Temple. Please note places will be reserved when reservation
and payment are received.
All are invited to bring their family seder plates from home.
There will be a seder station for you to fill your plates. For those who do
not wish to bring their own seder plates, there will be plates filled with
traditional foods on each table.
Adults are also welcome to bring their own bottle of wine.

Menu:
Matzah Ball Soup, Gefilte Fish, Salad,
Brisket, Chicken Marbella, Tzimmes,
Roasted Potatoes, and Dessert
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Book Club

8
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Rabbi’s Message: The Ancient is Still Modern
For Jews the world over, the month of April is the month of Passover. It is a time to celebrate freedom. When
we gather at our Passover Seder tables as family and friends, we appreciate the extraordinary fact that we can
gather together at all given our history. How fortunate we are to be free! In a world where increasingly there
are those who would wish to eclipse the freedom of others, we celebrate with a new appreciation, how
important freedom really is. The word seder means order. We recount the story of the Exodus through the
wilderness, learning as we move along how we as individuals learn from our own life’s journeys. Our own
journey might not always be in “order;” it may have detours and changes in direction along the way. But as
long as we are free to learn, our own journey, like those of our ancestors, may result in reaching our own
“promised land.”

Rabbi Norm

President’s Message
The month of March closed with our Purim celebration and now plans are well underway for Passover. In
the months to come we will host the annual Yom HaShoah observance with our friends from Congregation
Shaaray Tefila, celebrate Shavuot, attend the annual congregational meeting and place a name on the
Mitzvah Plaque. How does all this scheduling and planning occur? “It takes a Village.” It takes cooperation,
energy, generosity, ingenuity, love, organization and patience... and Katie. It takes all of us within Temple
Beth El and the greater Jewish community, our “village,” to create and support religious, social and
educational events. Todah Rabah to Rabbi Norm for his well attended “Taste of Judaism” series, to
the parents, students and staff of TRS, to the Board of Trustees, to our Oneg hosts and to all of you who
give your support, time and talent.
From our family to all of you, Happy Passover.

Barbara Rosoff

Jewish Community Dinner
Saturday, April 6 at 5:30 p.m.
Zou Japanese Steakhouse, 756 Glen Street, Queensbury
Connect with the Jewish Community over good food and good conversation. Everyone is invited to join in
this social gathering. Call Scott Schwartz (518-792-3408) or Katie Weaver (518-792-4364) to reserve your
spot. Guests will order off the menu and each family will receive a separate check.

Shopping? Use Amazon Smile!
Support Temple Beth El every time you shop online at Amazon! Go to smile.amazon.com to set up your
Smile account and choose Temple Beth El as a recipient. There are a few other Temple
Beth El's out there, so be sure you choose the right one. When you shop, you will need
to go to www.smile.amazon.com each time so that your charity of choice gets credited.
It's an easy way to support Temple, and we thank you!
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Contributions

Feminist Seder and Potluck Dinner
Please join us for our 2nd Annual Feminist Seder and Potluck
Dinner on Saturday, April 13 at 6:00 p.m.
As we did last year, in preparation for Pesach, we will again
offer a feminist, mystical seder for the congregation and
community. It is a feminist rather than a women's seder— some
of my best male friends are most decidedly feminist:-) The
response from last year was most heartening and I look forward
to once again welcoming friends who were with us last year, as
well as those who may be curious and will be joining us for the
first time.
We will engage in experiencing the story of the Exodus as a
story told by women for women — and for the men who love
them! Just as women have always understood that the
traditional story, although told by men is for us all, this time,
the retelling of the tale is similarly inclusive — hence a
feminist rather than a women's seder. As one who honors the
mystery of the mystical, there is a kabbalistic theme to
the hagaddah and the service. In imagery, words and music that
are fresh, imaginative and unexpected, we hope that this seder
will help set the intentions for all participants to express and
experience their family Passover gatherings the following
week in different and more meaningful ways.
All participants are asked to please RVSP to Katie in the
Temple office by April 8 with what Passover-style dish you
will be bringing to share.
Copies of my haggadah, Towards Freedom will be available
for use that evening, and there will be additional new copies
available for sale for anyone wishing to purchase a copy for
themselves or as a gift. Towards Freedom was published in
1995 and happily is still being ordered via Amazon and from
my website, www.sacredfemininekabbalah.com.

Heather Mendel
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GENERAL FUND

In Honor of Linda North’s Birthday:
Nancylee Scarincio
ENDOWMENT FUND

In Honor of Jonathan Weaver for being
chosen Student of the Month at Hudson Falls
Middle School:
Barbara & Robert Rosoff
In Honor of Tyler Weaver for being selected
for the choir of the Hudson Falls High School
drama production, The Hunchback of Notre
Dame:
Barbara & Robert Rosoff
In Honor of Sam Friedman’s Birthday:
Barbara & Robert Rosoff
In honor of Debbie Friedman Sheerer’s
Birthday:
Barbara & Robert Rosoff
In Honor of Sidi Sheerer’s Birthday:
Barbara & Robert Rosoff

Photos for The Shofar?
Many of you have snapped photos at a
Temple event. The Shofar needs photos to
enhance our publication, and would be
happy to share what you
can provide. Phone
photos are fine!

Did You Know?
Did you know that when you make a donation to Temple, you are not only sharing your joys and
sorrows with your fellow congregants and friends, you are also helping Temple Beth El meet its funding
needs? Please consider making donations in memory of a loved one, to send get well wishes to those
on our healing list, in honor of a birthday, anniversary, etc. We thank you for your continued support!!
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April 2019
SUN

MON
1

TUE
2

WED
3

THURS
4

FRI
5

6

7:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
Jewish
Community
Dinner at Zou
Japanese
Steakhouse

Shabbat Service /
Oneg host needed

7

8

9:00 a.m.
Temple
Religious
School

RSVP
Deadline for
the
Feminist
Seder

9

10

12:30 p.m.
Taste of
Judaism Class
14

15

9:00 a.m.
Temple
Religious
School

Deadline for
the May
Issue of

16

17

SAT

11

12

13

RSVP
Deadline for
the Second
Night
Passover
Seder

6:15 p.m.

6:00 p.m.
Feminist Seder

18

19

20

No Shabbat Service

5:00 p.m.
Second Night
Passover
Seder

Family Service /
Potluck Dinner /
Oneg hosted by
Lois & Jack
Hellman IMO
Goldie Brown

Passover

The Shofar

12:30 p.m.
Taste of
Judaism Class
21

22

23

24

2:30 p.m.
Ethics & Values
for our Time Class

Administrative
Professionals’
Day

7:00 p.m.
Temple Board
Meeting

28

29

30

25

26

27

7:0 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
Oneg hosted by
Amanda Kukle IMO
Raphy Klein

Save the Date!
Cemetery Spring Clean Up
Sunday, May 19th at 1:00 p.m.
Please bring a rake a dress appropriately!
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We Remember
Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on
the noted dates:

Tazri’a
Shabbat Hachodesh
Lev. 12:1-13:39
Num. 28:9-15
Ex. 12:1-20
Pr. Ez. 45:16-46:18

April 5
William Aronson, *Isaac Avrin, Harriet Cohen, *Joseph Frieber, Edward
Aaron Friedman, *Arthur Gold, Susan Gotters, Rose Kushner, *Leonard
Leopold, Max Miller, Harry Socher

Is. 66:1, 23-24
April 13
Metzora
Shabbat Hagadol

April 12
*Beatrice A. Bassock, Hyman Berkowitz, *Fannie Bittman, Goldie Brown,
Thomas J. Brown, Marcia Lillian Cohen, Terry Fortune, *Mary Friedman,
*Cindy Ginsburg, *Cecelia Jacoby, Meta London Merkel, *Sara Moskowitz,
Adolph Ochs, May Silk, Martin Weitsen

Lev. 14:1-15:33
Pr. Mal. 3:4-24
April 20
First Day Pesach
April 27
Eighth Day Pesach

April 19 (The following names will be read on April 26 dues to Passover.)
Pamela Brown Barker, *Sari Erlanger, *Moey Leo Friedman, *Charles
Gelman, Nathan Goodman, Robert Goodman, Ann Grablow, Jack Harrell,
Stephen Hertz, Goldie Joseph, *Milton Klein, *Leah Kroch, *Louise Y. Pearl,
Lewis Swartz
April 26
Adele Arnstein, *Guttel Aronson, Evelyn Baird, Hannah Diskin Berkowitz,
Mariella Cohen, Rose Jutkovitz, *Gilbert Kuh, Lillian Levy, H. Robert
Marks, Bessie Metzner, Betty Monahan, *Abe Ovitz, *Sam Schwartz, Isador
Silberman, *Dr. Saul Yafa
(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary)

Appreciation for Hosting an Oneg in March
Lois Hellman in celebration of Jack Hellman’s Birthday
Betty & Paul Gancher in memory of David Gancher
Susan Fox & Naftali Rottenstreich in honor of Carol Fox’s Birthday
Friedman Family in celebration of Sam, Debbie, and Sidi’s Birthdays
Camille & Scott Wodicka in memory of Patricia Wodicka
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Yom HaShoah
This year marks the 74th anniversary of the date that Nazi concentration camps were liberated, and the
Holocaust that claimed six million Jewish lives came to an end. To ensure that the six million did not die in
vain and that the Holocaust never happens again, Temple Beth El will join Jews and others throughout
North America by participating in the Yom HaShoah Yellow Candle Program.
As the years pass, the memories of those who fell victim to the ultimate hate crime must not diminish. That
is why we are encouraging your family and every family in Temple Beth El to light just one Yellow Candle on
the night of Wednesday, May 1. We will be observing a joint service at Temple Beth El on
Thursday, May 2 at 7:00 p.m.
Yom HaShoah candles are a highly visible symbol for keeping the flame alive. Their color recalls the badges
Jews were forced to wear in Nazi-occupied Europe and their flame inspires hope that we may yet make our
world a more tolerant place to live. When each family lights a Yellow Candle, it increases the awareness of
the Holocaust and perpetuates your commitment to our people.
The memory is important because the number of Holocaust survivors is diminishing with each passing day.
As we lose these precious links to the past, those who deny the Holocaust ever happened increase. Sadly,
20% of all high school students lack any knowledge of the Holocaust.
Therefore, we are requesting that you contact Katie Weaver at the Temple (7924364) for additional information and to make arrangements to pick up your candle(s)
and make a tzedakah donation of $18 (or more) per candle. Please make your check
payable to Temple Beth El Brotherhood.

Sandy Searleman
Yom HaShoah Candle Chairperson

April Family Service & Potluck Dinner
Please join us on Friday, April 12th at 6:15 p.m. for a Family Service, followed by a potluck dinner
and an oneg hosted by Lois & Jack Hellman in memory of Goldie Brown.
Please call or e-mail Katie in the Temple Office to let her know what "ready-to-serve," dish you will be
bringing to share.
There are staples that we frequently run out of at potluck dinners. In addition to food, if you would like
to purchase supplies that are needed for potluck dinners, please contact Katie in the Temple office.

Thank you to the Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York for their generous support of
Temple Beth El and Temple Religious School.
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Temple Religious School
The winter months are finally behind us! With this comes excitement for our Spring holidays such as Purim
and Passover. There is much to be celebrated and much to be learned.
Every Sunday when the kids come in for TRS, even days when it is still cold and we are dreaming of the
warmer weather right around the corner and there is play to be had outside of the Temple walls, there is an
excitement for Hebrew, Judaic studies and the holidays that are embracing us like a warm hug! During these
recent winter months, we have had many fantastic Friday Family services and potlucks. Each child did a
reading or prayer of their own creation or one that they took personally from the youth or adult prayer book.
The children often have multiple roles in the service and there is always singing as well. Beginning next
month, I will take an excerpt from each of the prayers to showcase to all of you what made the prayer
particularly important to the child that chose or wrote it.
In TRS, during this second half of our school year, we have talked about Jewish literature and authors,
explored Jewish values and we have trekked around Modern Day Israel in our discussions. We created a
program of how the passion of Martin Luther King’s fight for civil rights is so similar to the Jewish fight
against Anti-Semitism; and spoke about the Jewish people that helped in the Civil Rights movement. We
have spoken of the courage of Esther and how she rose up against evil Haman to save the Jewish people.
These are just some of the highlights from recent sessions and there is so much more to come.
Our students will each be doing a Jewish book report which we hope to showcase during future family
services. They chose the books carefully either from the TRS library or their home, and the care and quietude
and peacefulness that comes over them when they are reading is so wonderful to experience. They are clearly
enjoying the process!
Our teens Charlie, Ethan and Jonah have been working to organize our history room and they continue to
help the teachers, myself and the rabbi with any and every task that is assigned. We are so lucky to have
them! In addition, they will help us set up some of our new technology, including a laptop and two iPad minis
that were purchased using a generous donation from a congregation member. We can't thank them enough for
this very generous donation! In addition, we are excited for the new upcoming Temple website that will show
case TRS with pictures and bios of the teachers. Thank you Ethan, for taking our photos for this project.
It is hard to believe that Spring will be here by the time this article is printed and the summer months will be
upon us in the blink of an eye. My work to plan an end-of-year TRS activity with our newly formed parent
committee has begun!
In addition, my work will not end after the TRS year is over; more information to come soon but we plan to
host a Tot Shabbat that will involve our families with TRS up-and-comers or just families with young
children who want to participate in a Family Service geared towards our youngest little ones! There will be
songs, prayers and maybe even some dancing. It will be both educational and fun. I hope that everyone in the
Temple community will join us.
I can’t thank the Temple enough for all of their support to TRS, the teachers and Rabbi who are the biggest
part of making TRS a success.
Thank you to the parents for bringing your kids each session and for your dedication to their Jewish
education.
Wishing you a safe and hopefully warm April and my very best to everyone in the Temple extended family!!

Rebecca Charhon
TRS Director
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Happy Birthday!

Book Club

Justin Wodicka (4/1)

Here are the books that we will be reading through March, 2020:

Henry Gartner (4/1)

May 14: The Mars Room by Rachel Kushner

Florence Handen (4/3)

June 11: Nutshell by Ian McEwan

Mattilyn Brender (4/5)

September 10: An American Marriage by Tayari Jones

Clarissa Miller (4/6)
Samuel Satenstein (4/8)
Elizabeth Finkelstein (4/8)
Erma Gordon (4/8)
Mason Flatley (4/9)
Tom O’Brien (4/11)
Meta Pfeiffer (4/12)
Sharla Etkin-Ives (4/12)

November 12: Circe by Madeline Miller
January 14: Educated by Tara Westover
March 10: Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
We will meet at the Temple at 11:00 a.m.
Happy reading,

Karen Marks Adler

David Lieberman (4/16)
Jessica Winquist (4/17)
Joel Friedman (4/20)
Boaz Cahan
(4/22 – 1 year old!)
Julia Hall (4/24)
Jonathan Weaver
(4/24 – 13 years old!)
Scott Schwartz (4/25)
Lois Hellman (4/25)

Mi Shebeirach
These comforting words can be said on behalf of those who are ill. Whether
friends or loved ones are struggling with physical, emotional or spiritual
challenges, this prayer speaks to our desire for their healing.
May the one who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless and heal those who are ill [names]. May
the Blessed Holy One be filled with compassion for their health to be
restored and their strength to be revived. May God swiftly send them a
complete renewal of body and spirit, and let us say, Amen.

Andrew Lyon (4/29)
Deirdre Hill (4/30)

Happy
Anniversary!!

Please include in your healing prayers: Regina Bennett, Louise Binns,
Bernard Bruen, Duane Bullard, Sam Chanis, Jo Ann Daigle, Victor
Friedman, Catherine Gerricke, Ellen Goldberg, David Hafele, Valerie
Hope, Edith Katz, Krista Klock, Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Marfurt,
Baylee Meyers, Linda Miller, Phyliss Miller, Terry Monroe, Jessica
Panebianco, Edie Rudnick, Bob Savarin, Tobianne Schneider, Kristen
Temple, Joseph Verrigni, Mary Verrigni, Jessica Winquist

Debbie & Bill Sheerer
(4/12 – 5 years)

Ride Sharing

Ann & John Hall (4/16)

Please call the Temple office to
offer to be a driver or if you are
in need of transportation. We’ll
make a match!

Rachel Gartner & Suzanne Seay
(4/21 – 29 years)
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Officers & Board of Trustees

Committees

President: Barbara Rosoff
Vice President: Sara Friedman
Treasurer: Karen Marks
Immediate Past President: Stephen Adler
Religious School Director:
Rebecca Charhon
Trustees:
William Brender
Susan Fox
Jeffrey Hill
Amanda Kukle
Dave Lieberman
Sanford Searleman
Scott Schwartz
Judith Metzner Shepherd

Cemetery Chair: Michael Seidel
Fundraising Co-Chairs: Susan Fox &
Sara Friedman
History Chair: Judith Metzner Shepherd
House Chair: Jeffrey Hill
Personnel Chair: David Lieberman
Project 21st Century Chair: Larry Silver
Ritual/Pulpit Chair: Jack Hellman
Security Co-Chairs: Katie Weaver &
Susan Fox

Temple’s rabbi and president will be
ex-officio members of all committees.

REMINDER: The Shofar needs YOU!
Whether you have a question for the ‘Ask the Rabbi’ column, want to kvell about exciting
news, offer congratulations to someone, or write a book review, we’d love your input, your
words. Please help us keep The Shofar relevant and interesting!

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,
STEWART & RHODES, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Washington Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone (518) 792-2117

Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York
12801-2813

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rabbi Norman T. Mendel
Phone: 518-792-4364
Fax: 518-792-4336
office@glensfallstemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated,
traditional, intermarried & nontraditional families and individuals.

The Shofar
Editors:

Phyllis Brown
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Lois Hellman, Emerita
Editorial Assistant:

Katie Weaver

Writing for The Shofar? Think Ahead!
Writing something for The Shofar? REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES. Articles and announcements for The
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrator, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired publication date.
The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the calendar page, but your
article should arrive as early as possible. The Shofar is published before the first day of each month, and
PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements.
Remember: If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as
early as the issue preceding the event. And if you are asking for volunteers, reservations, or advance ticket or
merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance. Even for
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get The Shofar readers
to “save the date!”
The editors welcome letters and other reader contributions. E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com)
is preferred. Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment. If you lack internet access, you may
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens
Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline.

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the May issue
of The Shofar is Monday, April 15!

