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Second Annual Latke Fest 

December 9  
2 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

 

$10 for adults 
$5 for children ages 3—12 
Ages 2 and under are free 

 

Bring a group and reserve a table for 10 for 
$100 (prime seating close to dance floor 

and also includes special Chanukah treats). 
 

Get your tickets at the Temple Office or 
pay at the door on the day of the event. 

 

Advance reservations require payment.  
Call (518) 792-4364 for more information. 

Sponsored in part by Price Chopper. 

 

Chanukah at 

Temple Beth El 
 

Temple Beth El invites you to a  

Family Chanukah Service and Dinner 

catered by 
Monahan Chase Caterers  

on 
Friday, December 14, 2012 at 6 p.m. 

 

MENU: 

Brisket, Roasted Chicken, Latkes, Roasted 

Sweet Potatoes, Chick Pea Salad,  

& Green Salad 

Your payment is your reservation: 

Adults: $18 per person 
Children Ages 4-10: $12 per person 

Children Age 3 and Under: Free 

Don’t forget to bring your menorah and 
candles! 

Close the Gap! 
 

This year's Project 21st Century campaign 

for building improvements is off to an 

outstanding start, with contributions 

received even before the pledge forms were 

distributed! Although the fund-raising drive 

does not end until June 30, 2013, the close 

of the Temple fiscal year, more than $1,500 

has already been contributed. 

 

Remember that we have been offered a 

dollar-for-dollar matching grant of up to 

$15,000, for pledges received by December 

15, 2012, with at least 25% per cent paid 

by December 31. If you are in a position to 

meet these conditions, your gift is worth 

twice as much. If we can raise $15,000 in 

pledges by the 15th, our goal of $30,000 is 

achieved! 

 

Temple Beth El is counting on you. Thank 

you very much to those who have already 

donated or made a pledge. 

$30,000 

$15,000 

$0 

$3,750 

$7,500 

$11,250 
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2013 Entertainment Books 
 

The 2013 Entertainment Books have arrived and are on 
sale now in the Temple office! 

For only $30, the Entertainment Book includes: 

 Up to 50% off at your favorite restaurants! 

 Great deals on travel! 

 Big savings on shopping, services, and entertainment! 

 Bonus Card for additional dollars off purchase from 
popular merchants! 

Please support our fundraiser! 

Get your book from Katie in the Temple office! 

 

Benefit Night at 
Cooper’s Cave 

 

Dine at Cooper’s Cave on Monday, 
December 17th after 5 p.m. and 

Cooper’s Cave will donate 15% of your total bill to Temple 
Beth El.  Take your family and friends out to dinner as a 
Chanukah gift!  Make sure you tell your hostess (not 
waiter or waitress) that you are part of Temple Beth El!!!  
Cooper’s Cave needs a total count of Temple friends and 
family, so please call Katie in the Temple Office today to 
make your reservation!! 

 

Tasteful Traditions Cookbook 
 

Chanukah is approaching, and a cookbook makes a 
great gift, especially one that contains both tried-and-
true recipes from people you know, and interesting 
accompanying anecdotes. Copies of the Temple Beth El 
cookbook, Tasteful Traditions, are still available for 
purchase in the Temple office for only $13. For an 
additional $5, cookbooks can be shipped anywhere in 
the USA. Get your cookbooks now! Tasteful Traditions 
makes a great Chanukah gift! 

Blessings in a 
Bag–$18! 

 

Wait until you see these sets 
of prayer cards, perfect for 
your home, college student, or 
a little gift (house-warming, 
shower, hostess thank-you).  
The attractive, colorful cards 
offer guidance and blessings 
for the celebration of Shabbat, 
holidays, and special events 
such as affixing a mezuzah.  
These beautiful gift sets are 
available for purchase in the 
Temple office. 

 

Gearing Up For Chanukah 
 

The Judaica Shop is ready for Chanukah . . . are you? 

Before you even think about buying anything, check out 

all of the new “stuff” for 2012. You’re going to love it! 

The Shop will be open during regular office hours Monday 

through Friday. If you need to get something outside of 

those hours, please contact Gail Hamel at 761-1220 or 

email Gail at ghamel@hamelresources.com to make 

arrangements. 

Shop early, shop often! 

Need Ideas for Chanukah Presents??  How about . . . 

Why are there so many ways to spell Chanukah?  

Which is correct? 
 

Well, the answer is simple:  it is very important to remember that in all Jewish 

holidays and in the Bible itself, the language is Hebrew, or ancient Hebrew. 

In Hebrew, there is only one correct spelling for the Holiday, which is spelled by 

the Hebrew letters chet, nun, vav, kaf, hey.  When trying to write a Hebrew word 

in English (also true to any other language rewriting), the result is not always 

clear. For example, the right pronunciation of Chanukah is neither "ch", nor "h", 

but a consonant that doesn't exist in English (also true in transliterating other 

languages).  Therefore, you can write Chanukah in any way you want, as long as 

your meaning is understood.   

We’ve chosen to use the spelling Chanukah in order to be consistent with the 

URJ. 

Happy Chanukah to all of us! 

(Source: Yahoo! Answers) 

mailto:ghamel@hamelresources.com
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Crafter’s Club 
 

Temple Beth El's new Crafter’s Club is scheduled to 

meet again on Thursday, December 13th at 10 

a.m.  

Instead of sitting home alone, pack up your artsy-

crafty projects and join in for a morning of 

creativity, crafting, and conversation! 

Chai Society Breakfast Program 
 

Topic: The Oswego Internment Camp: Home of 

800 Jewish Refugees during the Second World War. 

Speaker: Elke Hof-Kenyon, Professor of History at 

SUNY Adirondack. 

Date and Time: Sunday, January 13th 9:30 a.m. 

A brief summary of the planned talk will appear in 

the January 2013 issue of the Shofar. 

Don’t Be That Person! 
 

We’ve been busy at Temple during the past month, 

and I hope that you have made time to be with us. If 

not, here are a few reasons to find time.  Rabbi 

Durbin has been teaching a full schedule of 

interesting and challenging classes. We’re digging 

into some of the background of our weekly Torah 

portions, getting, as Paul Harvey used to say, ”the 

rest of the story.” It’s fascinating to step back into 

ancient times, and to think of the motives behind the 

seemingly well-known actions of our ancestors. If 

you have a particular area of interest, or simply a 

desire to learn, I heartily recommend that you sign 

up for a class, and join the spirited discussion! As the 

Rabbi likes to say, “don’t be that person” who got 

left out! 
 

We enjoyed a wonderful Shabbat Family Dinner last 

month. Attendance was great, the food was plentiful 

and delicious, and we stayed long after services to 

just enjoy each other’s company. Looking around, it 

did my heart good. We will have a family dinner 

every month this year, to celebrate Shabbat, to 

observe a holy day, or both. Pick up the telephone, 

let Katie, our Administrative Assistant, know what 

you’ll be bringing, and, if you have the time, get to 

Temple a little early to help set up. I guarantee that, 

looking around the room that night, you’ll feel happy 

that you are there, and proud that you helped make it 

happen. “Don’t be that person” who hears about it 

later. 
 

Which reminds me: When you are planning to 

celebrate a special occasion, or you want to 

remember a loved one, why not pick up the phone 

and tell Katie that you would like to sponsor an 

Oneg? She will walk you through the process, which 

is really easy. The Rabbi would love to call you to 

the Bema to light our Shabbat candles, and to guide 

you in reciting the prayer, if you wish. “Don’t be that 

person” either sitting in the Congregation or at home 

who missed a special opportunity and wished you 

hadn’t. We’d love to be there with you, to share your 

joy, or to help remember your loved one. 

 

If you’re wondering about Temple’s discussions with 

the Synagogue, they are continuing. I recently met 

with Syd Hochman, Synagogue President. Temple 

Board member Matt Levin and I attended a 

Synagogue Board meeting where we presented a 

proposal for both congregations to work together on a 

joint calendar of activities at Temple for the next year. 

As the Synagogue reviews their plans for the future, it 

is my desire that we make this happen, in order to 

secure the future of the Jewish community in the 

greater Glens Falls region. I have some challenging 

ideas that I think may help, but they will take time, 

and a lot of discussion, input and work to develop. If 

you have the time to talk about them, or to work with 

your Board members, let me know. “Don’t be that 

person” who didn’t pick up the phone and call me, to 

either tell me what you think or to offer to help. 

Temple needs you! 
 

We are all working very hard to make Temple the 

place where you want to be. Don't forget to send in 

your Project 21st Century pledge. "Don't be that 

person"! 
 

Karen and I will be traveling in December, and will 

return right after the New Year. We wish you a Happy 

Chanukah and a happy and healthy New Year. 

 

Shalom, 

Steve Adler, President 
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  Rabbi’s Message 
 

By the time you read this, Thanksgiving has come and gone, but I would 

like to examine the seeming connection between Thanksgiving and our 

Jewish experience.  Perhaps there is no secular American holiday more 

compatible with Judaism than Thanksgiving. Within Judaism’s 

hierarchy of values, gratitude ranks at the top. The Talmud offers a 

beautiful perspective on gratitude, which I would like to share with you: 

 

“Ben Zoma once saw a crowd of people on the steps of the Temple 

Mount. He said… ‘Blessed is God who has created all these people to 

serve me.’ For he used to say: ‘What labors did Adam have to carry out 

before he obtained bread to eat? He plowed, he sowed, he reaped, he 

bound the sheaves, threshed the grain, winnowed the chaff, selected the 

ears, ground them, sifted the flour, kneaded the dough, and baked. And 

only then did he and his family eat. Whereas I get up and find all these 

things done for me. And how many labors did Eve have to carry out 

before she obtained a garment to wear? She had to shear the sheep, wash 

the wool, comb it, spin it, weave it, and only then did she and her family 

have clothes to wear. Whereas I get up and find all these things done for 

me. All kinds of workers come to the door of my house, and when I rise 

in the morning, I find all these things ready for me.’” (Babylonian 

Talmud, Berachot 58a) 

 

Gratitude is a central theme in our siddur/prayer book: we thank God for 

waking up in the morning, for the wonder of body and soul, for the 

miracles we experience every day. Thanksgiving and the centrality of 

gratitude is the perfect bridge and connection to our festival of lights--

Chanukah. The Hebrew word for turkey, strangely enough, is Hodu, the 

same word connected to the Hebrew word for thanksgiving. As we 

spend a fair amount of time reflecting on thanks and our sincere 

gratitude to God for all of our blessings in our lives, this year, let us 

consider bringing gratitude to each night of Chanukah. Think of those 

things for which you are grateful. Before kindling the light(s) each 

night, perhaps begin with the Hebrew words, Modim anachnu lach: We 

are grateful to God for: (and complete the prayer with…) someone you 

love; someone who has inspired you; a book, a poem that nourishes your 

soul; a place of sanctuary; the latkes that you’re about to eat; and on and 

on… After expressing words of gratitude, follow with the prayer for 

kindling the lights of Chanukah. As we enter into the holiday season of 

Chanukah, let us focus on the element of giving and providing for those 

less fortunate than ourselves. With the added component of giving this 

season, let us try to open our hearts and thoughts in terms of what we 

can do or provide to those who have very little. The gift of giving will 

surely make a difference in the lives of many and provide us a sense of 

warmth and spirit during our Festival of Lights. In this moment - with 

the thoughts of loved ones with you in spirit, with family and friends by 

your side, may each of you be blessed with the strength of the 

Maccabees to stand up for those things most precious in our lives, and 

let us all give thanks! 

 

Rabbi Matthew Durbin 

 

 

Rabbi’s Classes 
 

David’s Dirt 

Monday, December 10 at 5 p.m. 

(Please note the above change in date and 
time for this class.) 

Come join us as we dig into our famous King 
David’s policies, character, and the Kingdom 
that he built.  Not only will we examine King 
David’s character and his military action, 
but we will discuss these subjects against 
the backdrop of political unrest during King 
David’s reign.  

 

The Growth of Reform Judaism 

Tuesday, December 11 and 18 at 6 p.m. 

Last year we offered a class on the Rise of 
Reform Judaism in North America and 
throughout the world. This class will look at 
the expansion of the Reform Movement, its 
platforms and statements, and how the 
Reform Movement has grown and 
established itself firmly into the American 
mindset.  

Class registration is required!!! 
 

Call or e-mail Katie in the Temple Office to 
reserve your spot in one, some, or all of 
these classes!   
 

If there are insufficient numbers, classes 
will be cancelled. 

 

(Please note that due to insufficient 
numbers, Rabbi Rose’s Impossible Infertility 
class and Action, Action, Read all about it! 
class have been cancelled.) 
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Shofar Update!  
Your Opinions Requested! 

 

You may have noticed that I am the newest member of 
the Shofar editorial team that previously consisted of 
Lois Hellman, Judith Metzner Shepherd, and Katie 
Weaver. Now we are four. We are excited about 
making the Shofar something that you look forward to 
receiving and reading each month, and we are seeking 
your input. 
 

Please tell us: What do you currently see in the Shofar 
that you like, or that you look forward to reading each 
month? What is missing that you wish was in there? 
What do you wish we would do differently? No 
criticism is too picky; no idea is too ridiculous - we want 
to know them all! 
 

You can get in touch with us in several ways. Feel free 
to email me directly with your input and ideas at 
plbrown3@juno.com, or talk to any of us when you see 
us at the Temple. If you prefer, you can contact Katie in 
the Temple office, and she will gladly forward your 
comments to all of us on the Shofar team. 
 

Thanks,   

Phyllis Brown  

 

A Plea for a Minyan 
 

The term minyan refers to a quorum of ten Jewish adults 

required for certain religious obligations. At Temple Beth 

El the most common activity requiring a minyan is public 

prayer which includes reading from a Torah scroll and 

reciting the Mourners' Kaddish. According to the practices 

of Reform (or progressive) Judaism, adult females count in 

the minyan.  

 

While our congregation almost always has a minyan on 

Friday evenings, attendance at Saturday morning services 

is more sparse. For that reason, we schedule Torah study 

on Saturdays. That is, we study the weekly portion 

together but we do not hold a service that includes actually 

reading from one of our Torah scrolls. The discussion is 

very lively and deep but it lacks the beauty and formality 

of Torah reading.  

 

Once a month (sometimes more often) Rabbi Durbin 

schedules a Torah service so we can experience the 

richness of reading from the Torah and the formality of the 

special blessings and rituals that have been practiced by 

Jews for centuries. Unfortunately, when there are not 

enough adult Jews it becomes necessary to cancel the 

Torah service and those who came for the service are 

disappointed.  

 

If you have attended or participated in a Torah service (for 

example, on the High Holy Days) you know what to 

expect. If you hardly ever attend on Saturday mornings 

you may not know what you are missing.  

 

PLEASE MAKE ATTENDANCE AT OUR TORAH 

SERVICES A PRIORITY. If you need convincing, please 

consider: 
 

1. Attendance at a Torah service is its own reward. 

2. Consider it a service to your Jewish community. 

3. It is good preparation for participating in a family or 

friend's Bar or Bat Mitzvah. (Learning the details of the 

service is at least as important as hiring a caterer or 

auditioning a DJ.) 

4. You will get to know your fellow congregants in a 

meaningful way.  

5. When people of different faith traditions visit, hoping to 

experience a traditional Jewish service, they do not have a 

valid experience if the Torah is not a part of the service. 
 

BUT HEED THIS WARNING: You could become 

addicted to attending Torah Services! 

 

Cookbook News 
 

Now that our Temple Beth El cookbook is in 
wide circulation, it’s not unusual to hear: 

“This is delicious! Where did you find the recipe?”  or “Is 
this in the Temple cookbook?”  However, recently I heard 
“This is delicious. Is it in the cookbook?”  “No? It should 
be.” 

It’s not too late to share a newly found recipe with our 
Shofar readers and their families and friends.  If you have 
a recipe you didn’t submit or you recently discovered, 
send it to the Temple so it may be included in future 
issues of the Shofar and lovingly prepared by our 
members..  At the next Temple event, you might hear, 
“This is delicious.”  “Thank you, I found it in the Shofar.” 
 
Look on page 10 to find Phyllis Brown’s yummy soup 

recipe that was enjoyed at a recent Temple potluck supper. 

mailto:plbrown3@yahoo.com,
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Torah Portions 
December 1 

Va-Yishlack 

Gen. 32:4-36:43 

Pr. Obadiah 1:1-21 

December 8 

Va-Yeshev 

Gen. 37:1-40:23 

Pr. Amos 2:6-3:8 

December 15 

Mi-Ketz 

Gen. 41:1-44:17 

Num. 7:48-53 

Pr. Zech. 2:14-4:7 

December 22 

Va-Yigash 

Gen. 44:18-47:27 

Pr. Ez. 37:15-28 

December 29 

Va-Yechi 

Gen. 47:28-50:26 

Pr. I Kings 2:1-12 

 

10 Minutes of Torah 
 

Sign up to receive a one-page e-mail each day on a topic of Jewish interest. It 

only takes 10 minutes a day to get started on a lifelong journey. Spend 10 

minutes a day — and before you know it you’ll have completed 100 hours of 

Torah study!   All you need to do is find ten minutes a day to “do Torah.”  

Reform Jews committed to having Judaism in their daily lives are encouraged 

to participate in 10 minutes a day of personal connection to a Jewish text, 

issue or topic.  For example:  Monday—Reform Voices of Torah; Tuesday—

The Rhythm of Jewish Time; Wednesday—Israel Connection; Thursday—

Delving into Tfilah; Friday—Reform Judaism Q&A.  Select all five days or 

any combination.  Each weekday morning, an e-mail will be delivered to your 

inbox for you to study at your convenience.  Sign up for 10 Minutes of Torah 

by visiting: www.urj.org/learning/torah/ten.  Take your study of 10 Minutes 

of Torah to the next level by signing up for Eilu V’eilu. 

 

"Who among us is so busy that he cannot spend 10 minutes a day in the study 

of a Jewish text? Just 10 minutes? Such a commitment would enable us to 

meet our Jewish obligation to make Jewish study a fixed occurrence. If we 

make time to answer our cell phones a dozen times a day and to check our 

email five times an hour, surely we can find 10 minutes to contemplate sacred 

words that nourish the soul." -- Rabbi Eric Yoffie, November 8, 2003, 13 

Cheshvan 5764 

 

Book Club 
 

Here is the list of books that we will be reading: 

December 11, 2012: The Chaperone by Laura Moriarty 
January 8, 2013: Lots of Candles, Plenty of Cake by Anna Quindlen 
February 12, 2013: Defending Jacob by William Landay 
 
In observance of Chanukah, book group will hold a potluck luncheon following 
the book discussion. Each person attending is requested to bring a dairy or 
pareve dish for sharing. Foods that will not require the use of the oven are 
preferred. In consideration of the fact that we are meeting between Latke 
Fest and the Temple Chanukah dinner, the luncheon will not include latkes. 
Those planning to attend are requested to phone or email the Temple office 
regarding the food or other items they will be bringing. 

Happy reading, 

Karen Marks 

Judaica Shop      
Help Wanted 

 

Gail Hamel, Judaica Shop chairman, 
has become increasingly busy with 
her own business and is finding it 
harder to manage the Gift Shop.  

If you have a knack for or interest in 
merchandising and a desire to serve 
Temple Beth El, please call the 
Temple office to see how you might 
help. 

 

Meet Richie! 
 

A new, smiling face at Temple Beth El is that of Richie (Richelle) Johnson, who began her job as our part-time custodi-
an the week of November 12, 2012. Richie, who has a “day job” as a beautician, lives near the Temple, and always ad-
mired the building on her neighborhood walks. Now, she is lovingly caring for the inside of our home, and endearing 
herself to everyone she meets. You'll see her at Onegs and other times during the week as our needs and her schedule 
permit. Richie will smile when she meets you, so introduce yourself and smile back! 

http://www.urj.org/learning/torah/ten
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DECEMBER 2012 

SUN MON TUE WED THURS FRI SAT 

            1 

10:30 a.m. 
Torah Study 

2 

9:30 a.m. 
Religious 
School 

 

3 

 

4 

2 p.m. Hebrew 
Classes for 
Adults 

 

5 

5 p.m. Hebrew 
Classes for 
Adults 

6 p.m. Hebrew 

School 

6 

  

7 

7 p.m. Shabbat 
Service 

8 

10:30 a.m. 
Torah Study 

Chanukah 
Begins – Light 

1st Candle 

  

9 

9:30 a.m. 
Religious 
School 

2 p.m. Latke 

Fest 

  

  

  

10 

5 p.m. 
David’s Dirt 
Class 

11 

10 a.m. Book 
Club (The 
Chaperone) 

12 p.m. Ritual 

/ Pulpit 
Committee 
Meeting 

2 p.m. Hebrew 
Classes for 
Adults 

6 p.m. Growth 
of Reform 
Judaism Class 

12 

5 p.m. Hebrew 
Classes for 
Adults 

6 p.m. Hebrew 

School 

  

13 

10 a.m. 
Crafter’s Club  

14 

6 p.m.  
Family Service 
/ Chanukah 
Dinner 

 

Shofar 
Deadline 

15 

10:30 a.m. 
Torah Service 

  

16 

9:30 a.m. 
Religious 
School 

  

17 

5 p.m. 
Dinner at 
Cooper’s 
Cave 

18 

2 p.m. Hebrew 
Classes for 
Adults 

6 p.m. Growth 

of Reform 
Judaism Class 

7 p.m. Temple 
Board Meeting 

19 

5 p.m. Hebrew 
Classes for 
Adults 

  

6 p.m. Hebrew 
School 

  

  

20 21 

7 p.m. Torah 
Service / Hebrew 
Naming 
Ceremony / 
Oneg hosted by 
David & Rachel 
Coleman in 
memory of 
Sharon Coleman 

22 

10:30 a.m. 
Torah Study 

  

23 

No Religious 
School 

24 

 

25 

Temple Office 
Closed 

26 

No Hebrew 
School 

27 28 

7 p.m. Shabbat 
Service 

29 

10:30 a.m. 
Torah Study 

  

30 

No Religious 
School 

31 

 

 

Save the Date: 
 Friday, January 4 at 6 p.m.: Family Service and Potluck Dinner 
 Sunday, January 13 at 9:30 a.m.: Chai Society Breakfast Program 
 Friday, January 18 at 7 p.m.: Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Service 
 Friday, January 25 at 7 p.m.: Tu B’Shevat / Torah Service 



Page 8 The December 2012 Shofar 

Contributions 
GENERAL FUND 

David & Clair Gordon 

Philip & Erma Gordon 

In memory of Wolf Greenman 

Philip & Erma Gordon 

In memory of Allan Richard Gordon 

Sandy Terwilliger & Larry Silver 

In memory of Andrea Silver 

Eric & Marlene Straus 

Ruth Lichtman 

In memory of I. Edward Zumoff 

Ralph Leinoff 

In memory of Lillian Leinoff 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

In memory of Helen Kraus 

Gary & Marta Flaum 

In memory of Elliot Pearl 

Klaus & Betsy Solomon 

In memory of Helen Kraus 

Myron & Barbara Rapaport 

In honor of Dr. Paul and Ann Silk’s grandson, Zevan Lake 

Solomon, becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Myron & Barbara Rapaport 

In honor of Dr. Paul Silk’s 70th birthday 

URJ Eisner Camp 

Thank you to all of Temple Beth El for once again hosting 

our campers during their trip to Lake George this past 

summer 

Hilda Grunblatt 

In memory of Anna Waterman 

Sandy & Martha Searleman 

In memory of Hunter McDonnell 

Sandy & Martha Searleman 

In memory of Charles Searleman 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Klaus & Betsy Solomon 

In memory of Helen Kraus 

Klaus & Betsy Solomon 

In honor of Rabbi Matthew Durbin 

Jack & Lois Hellman 

In memory of Allen & Sandra Suckman 

Gail Hamel 

In memory of Allen & Sandra Suckman 

Helene Rudnick 

In memory of Allen & Sandra Suckman 

Steve Adler & Karen Marks 

In memory of Allen & Sandra Suckman 

Paul & Jo Ann Daigle 

In memory of Allen & Sandra Suckman 

Robert & Barbara Rosoff 

In memory of Allen & Sandra Suckman 

Sandy & Martha Searleman 

In memory of Allen & Sandra Suckman 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

In memory of Hilda Siegel 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

In memory of Anne Daniels Goldberg 
 

PROJECT 21ST CENTURY FUND 

Steve Adler & Karen Marks 

Sheldon & Louise Binns 

Fred & Nancy Fagelman 

Roger & Myriam Friedman 

Philip & Erma Gordon 

Ralph Leinoff 

Phil & Kathy Naftaly 

Alan & Joan Rhodes 

Sandy & Martha Searleman 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

Larry Silver 
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Temple Beth El History 
“Decade” 

 

[Following is an excerpt from the early history of Temple Beth El, written by Ella Cline.  “Decade” is the chapter for 

1934-1935.] 

 

Toward the end of winter there was an exhibition in the Home Room of plastic art by the children of the Religious 

School, which was quite remarkable for a first attempt.  This class was in the beginning directed by Paul Knapp; then, 

more permanently, by Arthur Hecht.  The older pupils of the Religious School conducted the services on March 8.  

Beulah Slater composed and delivered the sermon. 

 

So one thing followed another in the routine of living until suddenly we were notified of a great loss.  Adolph Ochs, 

while lunching with friends in Chattanooga, suffered a cerebral hemorrhage and died soon after, on April 8, 1935.  The 

entire world eulogized the passing of so good and great a man.*  What is there left for this simple history paper to say?  

Adolph Ochs has been our inspiration and pride.  Our inspiration and pride he shall remain.  Of his world prestige, of 

his mighty influence, of the many philanthropies made possible by his great possessions, many have spoken, volumes 

have been written.  Among our small group he came to worship, a good and simple man, unassuming and friendly, he 

and his wife and their household.  May others like him arise among our people to demonstrate the genius of the Jew. 

 

A special memorial service for Adolph Ochs was conducted in our Temple on Friday, April 12, by Rabbi Phillips.  Mr. 

Gelman introduced the speakers who grew in eloquence as they recalled the goodness, the simple kindliness of Adolph 

Ochs.  These speakers were the Reverend Parrott, Mr. Arthur Irving and last, but certainly not least, Mr. Addison B. 

Colvin.** The floral decorations, the music, and the orators united in mournful harmony to tell of our grief; yet there 

sounded a note of exultation that so worthy a man had been with us, a neighbor and a friend. 

 

*Adolph Ochs, owner and publisher of The New York Times, had a summer home on Lake George and was a charter 

member of Temple Beth El.  See accompanying History Note.  Ed. 

 

**Arthur P. Irving was the president of the Glens Falls Post Company and publisher of the The Glens Falls Post.  

Addison B. Colvin, a wealthy, politically well-connected lawyer, owned the Colvin Building (now 206 Glen Street) and 

an imposing home, which still stands at the corner of Glen Street and Grove Avenue. 

 

                            History Note 
 

Ella Cline’s early history of Temple Beth El recounts the story of the High Holy Day 

service in 1924, when an older man, having climbed two flights of stairs to worship with 

our new Congregation in its temporary space above a clothing store, asked to become a member.  Adolph Ochs 

owned “Abenia,” a large home on Lake George, and his family, which also belonged to New York City’s Temple 

Emanu-El, frequently worshiped with us in the summer.  Ochs gave the Congregation its first piano, and was 

always generous when the Congregation was desperate for funds and applied to him as a final resource.  Elsewhere 

in her history, Ella Cline remarked that the family from Abenia sometimes occupied two full pews during the High 

Holy Days.  Undoubtedly, one of those family members was Ochs’s grandson, Arthur Ochs (“Punch”) Sulzberger, 

his legendary successor, who died on September 29, 2012, at the age of eighty-six.  Abenia is now the site of the 

Lodges of Cresthaven on Lakeshore Drive.  However, the original boathouse survives as The Boathouse 

Restaurant.  (In the Temple’s hallway, a photograph of Adolph Ochs commemorates his membership in Temple 

Beth El, but the caption misstates the date as 1925.  In 1925, we celebrated the High Holy Days in our half-

finished Sanctuary.)  Ed. 
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R. Cohen Recycling, Inc. 

38 Geer Street 

Glens Falls, NY 12801 

518-792-2010 

 

Scrap Metal Processors 

 

Member of 

 

 

Phyllis Brown’s Vegetarian Kale and White Bean Soup 
 

Several people who attended a recent pot luck supper at the Temple asked if the recipe for the soup that I 
brought is in the Temple cookbook.  It is not, so I’m offering it here.  It is quick and easy to make, and does not 
require accurate measuring.   As a matter of fact, you will notice I am not specific with the amounts of any 
ingredients.  Put in as much (or as little) as you want of each item according to availability and your family’s size 
and tastes, and have fun making (and eating) the soup! 
 

Ingredients: 
 Olive oil – maybe a tablespoon? 
 Celery, chopped (one or two stalks) 
 Carrots, chopped (I used a lot) 
 Onion, chopped (at least one large onion – in my opinion there can never be too many onions) 
 Garlic (a couple of cloves, minced; more if you dare) 
 Veggie broth: you can use either veggie bouillon & water, or canned veggie broth. (For the soup I brought to 

Temple, I used one can of veggie broth, and also 2 or 3 cups of water & 2 bouillon cubes; you could sub with a 
32 oz. box of broth) 

 Cleaned & chopped kale – about 4 cups packed, or a large handful – remove thick spine before chopping 
 Cannellini beans (white beans) – one or two cans, rinsed and drained 
 Canned tomatoes – one or two cans according to your preference (I used one can of diced, no salt added, & 

one stewed, also no salt) 
 Salt and pepper to taste (I like lots of pepper) 
 Italian seasonings as desired (I used oregano and fresh basil) 
 

To make: 
 Heat oil in soup pot; add celery, carrots, and onions and cook for about 3 minutes; add minced garlic and 

cook a few minutes longer to soften veggies. 
 Add broth and/or water and bouillon and bring to a boil. 
 Add canned tomatoes; continue simmering for a few more minutes. 
 Add kale, and continue simmering until kale and carrots are tender. 
 At any point, taste and add spices as desired. 
 Add beans and heat thoroughly; taste and spice as desired. 
 

Serve and eat!   
 For some extra pizzazz, sprinkle with some Parmesan or Romano cheese and eat with warm crusty bread. 
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We Remember 
Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on the noted dates: 

December 7 

Paul Arnstein, Anna Binns, Cerf J. Levy, Dr. David Lawrence Little, Evelyn Lockwood, Marcia Schmitt, 

*Leonard Seidel, *Chester Sirkus 

December 14 

*Edward Brender, Samuel Frank, Jacob Herbert Goldstein, *Morris Hellenberg, Arthur Leopold, *Jeanette 

C. Metzner, Matilda Schwartz, Morris Shorr, *Alec Howard Silverman, *Sander Steinberg, *Mark Tracy, 

*Joseph Tucker, *Ruth Wasserman, *Alice Strauss Yaffee 

December 21 

*Maxwell Bassock, *Reuben Cohen, *Sharon L. Blitman Coleman, *Nettye Fonfa, *Blossom Friedman, 

Berdie Gladstone, Emil Grossman, *Dr. Sherman Lichtman, Aaron Mandel, Ace A. Orange, Henry Patack 

December 28 

Herman Aronson, *Jeanette Ginsburg Feller, *Adolph Fonfa, Louis L. Ginsburg, Alfred Korner, Bert 

Kusserow, Cecelia Hecht Marks, Ruth Olson, *Edith L. Pawel, Alvin Rudnick, Stephen Schulman, *Dick 

Sobel, Annette Socher, *Sandra Suckman 

(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary) 

 

Temple-Synagogue Religious School Update 
 

Shalom.  Peace.  As I watch our children grow and learn, I am in awe of the peaceful looks that they have 
about them.  We are coming up on the season of miracles: oil lasting eight nights, moms making that many 
latkes at once (and they are ALL eaten with nary a left-over), and the feeling of peace and calm as our 
families celebrate. 

In our religious school, we work together, we collaborate, and help each other.  Our students seem to do the 
same.  Our TSRS.  Doesn’t that sound nice?  The school is ours: the students, the teachers, the rabbis.  Our 
community, our TSRS. 

Please join us in celebrating the latke fest on December 9th and our Chanukah celebration on December 16th.  
If the spirit moves you, please volunteer to donate home-baked goods to be sold at Latke fest.   

I wish our TSRS families shalom. 

Jennifer Steuer 
Director of Our TSRS 
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Happy Anniversary! 
 

Sandy & Angela Katz (12/22 – 44 years)  

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Richie Johnson (12/1), Naomi Marks (12/3), Robert 
Rosoff (12/4), Sonny Segan (12/5), Evelyn Selena Hamel 
(12/7 – 1 year old!), Lee Schwartz (12/10), Molly 
Lieberman (12/10), Charles Searleman (12/10), April 
Solomon (12/11), Jessica Bedell (12/11), Paul Silk 
(12/13), Noah Hellman (12/15), Aaron Hamel (12/16), 
Marcia Krantz (12/16), Jennifer Nadler (12/20), Barry 
Goldstein (12/20), Jason 
Wodicka (12/20), Ali McDonnell 
(12/21 – 1 year old!), Betty 
Gancher (12/21), Harlan Steuer 
(12/23), Scott Segan (12/24), 
Travis Amengual (12/26), Victor 
Friedman (12/28), Jaclyn Adler 
(12/28), Helene Leopold (12/29) 

Get Well Soon 
Dan Baker, Erica Bartholomew, Donald Bartlett, Ronald Binns, Maureen Estberg, Nancy Fagelman, 
Elaine Faller, Linda Friedman, Victor Friedman, Alan Gartner, Dawn Gideon, Jacqueline Gordon, Mark 
Grunblatt, Seth Gutman, Sheila Johnston, Mike Jucowics, Shirley Kanofsky, Edith Katz, Susan Kloss, 
Paula Knight, Rose Kohn, Eleanore Leinoff, Larry Leinoff, Beatrice Levy, Elizabeth Levy, Jeff Levy, Betty 
Maloney, Leonard Meyers, Richard Muller, Suzanne Murphy, Paul Offricht, Jessica Panebianco, Donna 

Lee Peters, Leo Ritter, Edie Rudnick, Bob Savarin, Sonny Segan, David Setzer, Frank Sheridan, Ann Silk, Sue Silverberg, 
April Solomon, Jane Stuebing, Alfred Supe, Judy Supe, Robert Vogt, Carole Wells, Jared Winchell, Sylvia Wodicka 

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,  

STEWART & RHODES, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

One Washington Street 

Glens Falls, NY  12801 

Phone (518) 792-2117 

 

Appreciation 
 

To the Levy Family for hosting an Oneg 
in November in honor of Elizabeth 
Levy’s birthday. 

To Lisa De Marco, friends and family for hosting an 
Oneg in November in memory of Allen & Sandra 
Suckman. 

To Steve Adler for hosting an Oneg in November in 
memory of Lydia Adler. 

To Caila Eichin and Jack Hellman for conducting a 
Friday night Shabbat Service in November while Rabbi 
Durbin was away. 
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Temple-Synagogue Religious School 
President, Ellen Katz 

Director, Jennifer Steuer 

Temple Board Members: Elissa Eichin, Ellen Katz, David Lieberman, Jennifer Nadler 

Synagogue Board Members: Ben Cohen, Mitchell Cohen, Melissa Korot, Dolly Morrissey,   
Bonnie Yanklowitz 

Officers & Board of Trustees 
President: Stephen Adler 

Vice President: Jack Hellman 

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Immediate Past President: Barbara Rosoff 

Trustees: Mark Fleischer, Jeffrey Hill, Matt Levin, Sue Lieberman, Jennifer Nadler, Sanford 
Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Judith Metzner Shepherd, Larry Silver 

Committees 
 

Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman 

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel 

Membership Chair, David Lieberman 

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly 

Musical Director, Diane Martin 

History Chair, Judith Metzner    
Shepherd 

House Chair, Larry Silver 

 

Rabbi Durbin and President Stephen 
Adler will be ex-officio members of 

all committees. 

 

Donna LaFrance 

Owner/Operator 

(518) 743-1722 

www.donnastuftpretzels.com 

lafrancedonna@yahoo.com 

 

Temple Members Honored Sukkot by Picking Apples 

Rabbi Matt and Ellie Durbin 

Lois and Jack Hellman 

Jonah, Allison, Grant, and Matt Levin 

 

Help Wanted: 
Substitute 
Teachers 

 

The Temple-Synagogue 
Religious School is seeking 
individuals to substitute-
teach religious school, as 
needed, on Sunday mornings 
and Wednesday evenings.  If 
you wish to help ensure 
Jewish continuity in Glens 
Falls, have had, at least, a 
basic Jewish education, and 
are available, please phone 
Jennifer Steuer, Religious 
School Director, at 518-453-
5690.  Jennifer can provide 
more information and will 
be happy to discuss the 
school and its needs with 
you. 



3 Marion Avenue 
Glens Falls, New York      

12801-2813 
 

Phone: 518-792-4364 

Fax: 518-792-4336 

E-mail: tbegfny@gmail.com 

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated, 

traditional, intermarried & non-

traditional families and individuals. 

Temple Beth El 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Rabbi Matthew J. Durbin 

 

The Shofar 
Editors: 

 Phyllis Brown 

 Lois Hellman 

 Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Editorial Assistant: 

 Katie Weaver 

Writing for The Shofar?  Think Ahead! 
 
Writing something for the Shofar?  REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES.  Articles and announcements for the 

Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired 

publication date.  The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the 

Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible.  The Shofar is published before the first day of 

each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements. 

 

Remember:  If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as 

early as the issue preceding the event.  And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket 

or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance.  Even for 

something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers 

to “save the date”! 

 

The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions.  E-mail submission (tbegfny@gmail.com) is preferred.  

Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment.  If you lack internet access, you may deliver or mail 

your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens Falls, NY 12801, to 

arrive prior to the deadline. 

 

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the January issue of the Shofar is 

Friday, December 14!   


