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Season of Lights Amid Darkness
During the days immediately following the terrorist attacks in Paris last month, city
officials (and, one assumes, security authorities) darkened the French capital’s
iconic architectural landmark, the Eiffel Tower. Virally, almost overnight, the
darkened tower became the symbol of how “The City of Light” had its spirit nearly
extinguished by the carnage of the perpetrators. With the advent of our own “season
of lights,” my Jewish subjectivity was reminded of another Hanukkah symbol, that
of the sevivon/dreidl, which figuratively widens at the bottom and tapers at the top.
The shared meaning of all three images--the tower, the menorah and the top--imparts
the message of freedom for all: liberté, égalité and fraternité meet on the ground of
“a great miracle happened there.”
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Sadly, stoically, we cannot forget that this latest assault on the world capital of the
Enlightenment, by forces of darkest ignorance and barbarism, is not the first of its
kind in 2015. The new year was hardly fresh last January when terrorists bearing the
same ideology fueled by obscurantism attacked the offices of the satirical magazine,
Charlie Hebdo, and at the same time launched a murderous rampage at a kosher
supermarket in a Paris suburb.
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Call me parochial, but I cannot help but find a link in the nexus between antiSemitic and anti-Western massacres in the City of Light. At the Festival of Lights,
we are obliged to recall how the Maccabees fought to preserve the “beauty of
holiness” against the Syrian-Greek hordes who worshipped the holiness of beauty.
In our day, the nihilists of ISIL call to mind the Nazi Party’s war on toleration,
individual conscience, modernity, leading ultimately to the drive to destroy Jewry
and Judaism as the human carriers of European humanism.
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When the Parisian masses stormed the Bastille prison 225 years ago at the start of
the French Revolution, they were the first movement to challenge the political and
theological tyranny of their age. Their heirs in the French capital today confront a
different-yet-similar tyranny of jihadi hatred of all things Western and rational. To
paraphrase the Hanukkah haftarah from Zachariah, ‘not by might, nor by power, but
by spirit’ will the enemies of freedom be defeated in the age of terror.
A few days after the attacks in Paris, the Eiffel Tower was illumined in the blue,
white, and red of the Tricolor--an act imitated in cities across the Western world.
Can the spirit of Simon Maccabee, who liberated the Temple from savage
barbarism, not be seen holding up a torch of Jewish solidarity with the people of
France?
HAG HA-URIM SAMEI’ACH---Happy Festival of Lights!

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald

Academy of Adult 9
Jewish Learning
Hanukkah Lights
Up

10

History

11

Happy Birthday / 12
Anniversary

Page 2
Page 2

Temple Beth El Hanukkah Party
Temple Beth El and Temple Religious School
invite you to a Glow-in-the-Dark
Family Hanukkah Service and Dinner
Friday, December 11, 2015 at 6 p.m.
Please RSVP by Monday, December 7
DINNER MENU:
An array of Ben and Bill’s Deli’s sensational
New York deli meats, including roasted turkey breast and roast beef,
their famous pastrami and corned beef,
along with cheeses, freshly baked bread, coleslaw,
potato salad, macaroni salad, homemade macaroni and cheese,
green salad, and, of course, latkes.
DESSERT: brownies & jelly donuts
* Reservations are REQUIRED! *

Your payment is your reservation:
Adult Members: $18/person
Adult Non-Members: $25/person
Temple Religious School Students: Free
Children Ages 6-10 (not enrolled in Temple Religious School):
$8/person
Children Ages 5 and Under: Free
Chicken nugget option is available for children upon request.

Menorah Contest, Trivia Games, Dreidel, and More!!!
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December 2015
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

7 p.m.

7 p.m.
Hebrew for
Beginners
Class with
Rabbi Ronald

7 p.m.
Introduction
to Judaism
Class w/Rabbi
Ronald

7 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg hosted by
Karen Marks &
Steve Adler
In memory of
Lydia Adler

10:30 a.m.
Torah Study

Temple Board
Meeting

2 p.m..
Memorial
Service for
Diane Martin

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

9:15 a.m.
Temple
Religious
School

Reservation
Deadline for
Hanukkah
Dinner

10 a.m.

7 p.m.
Hebrew for
Beginners
Class with
Rabbi Ronald

7 p.m.
Introduction
to Judaism
Class w/Rabbi
Ronald

6 p.m.
Hanukkah
Service/Dinner

10:30 a.m.
Torah Study

15

16

17

18

19

Deadline for
January issue
of the Shofar

7 p.m.
Hebrew for
Beginners
Class with
Rabbi Ronald

7 p.m.
Introduction
to Judaism
Class with
Rabbi Ronald

7 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg

10:30 a.m.
Torah Study

22

23

24

25

26

7 p.m.

No Hebrew for
Beginners
Class with
Rabbi Ronald

Temple Office
Closed

7 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg

No Torah
Study

LatkeFest

14

9:15 a.m.
Temple
Religious
School

20

7 p.m.

Ritual / Pulpit
Committee
Meeting

2 p.m.

13

Book Club
Hanukkah Party

21

Temple Board
Meeting

Temple Office
Closed

27

28

29

30
No Hebrew for
Beginners
Class with
Rabbi Ronald

31

1

2

Temple Office
Closed

7 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg

No Torah
Study

Temple Office
Closed
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President’s Message
As I write this note, we are approaching Thanksgiving, one of my favorite holidays of the year. While
Thanksgiving is not on the Jewish calendar, I find it is a great reminder of Jewish values; Jews have found
their way into the fabric of cultures all around the world. So let’s break down the word “Thanksgiving.”
“Thanks” is something that we are reminded of in every blessing. There is a tremendous amount that we are
all blessed to have and there can never be enough opportunities to express our gratitude. Right here in our
congregation, we have a lot to be thankful for. Most notably, the amazing efforts of our leaders and members:
from our rabbi to the Temple staff, the religious school staff, our music department, and our board of
trustees; and to members of the various active committees who are taking on extra efforts, and our members
who comfort each other in trying times and ensure we can celebrate joyously together. Thank You!!
“Giving” is another core tenet of Jewish life. There has been a great dialog on tikkun olam following the URJ
Biennial Meeting in Orlando in November. As we slip into the secular new year, we will have a program to
review this event featuring their message and how we can use some ideas within our own congregation.
Tikkun olam is about giving; giving of time, unique skills, and even money to make the world a better
place. While there are many avenues for us all to give, I would like to remind all of our members that we
need your support right here at Temple Beth El.
Now that we have looked over the word Thanksgiving, I want to quickly touch on the premise, or root of why
we have this holiday. In its most simple form, Pilgrims, fleeing religious and cultural persecution, traveled
against some pretty daunting odds to the “New World.” This is a familiar storyline for the Jewish people that
has been replayed many times, as well as in today’s news. As we celebrate Thanksgiving, please take a
moment to consider the many times Jews have had to flee. Remember how much we have to be thankful for
and how we can help those fleeing now.

Matt Levin

The Caring Community of Glens Falls
On Sunday, November 8, 2015, Rabbi Bev Magidson of the Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York,
held a training session for members of both Congregation Shaaray Tefila and Temple Beth El to facilitate
the formation of a special group of volunteers who would visit Jewish patients in local hospitals, nursing
homes, short-term rehab facilities, as well as in individual homes in the area.
This newly formed group, called “The Caring Community of Glens Falls,” is under the auspices of
Congregation Shaaray Tefila and Temple Beth El. If you would like to join the group or if you would
welcome a visit from one of our volunteers, please call Ellen Katz, Chairperson (516-220-1924); Laura Fram,
Co-Chairperson (802-917-1807); the Temple office (792-4364); or the Synagogue office (792-4945).
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New Digital Piano

Needed!

The Temple Beth El music department needs you!!

Temple Beth El is in need of two treasurers as of
July 1, 2016. This is an officer position that
requires working at Temple at least once every
other week and attending the monthly meeting of
the Board of Trustees.

Our digital piano has aged to the point where it is more
costly to repair than to purchase a new one. A
digital piano will cost us as much as $3,000. Please
donate to Temple Beth El to raise the funds needed for
one so that we may continue to
provide Temple with the beautiful
music we all love on Shabbat, the
High Holidays and many life
cycle events! Any donation, large
or small would be most
appreciated. We thank you for
your support!

Requires:
Knowledge of Quickbooks
Payroll every other week
Taxes (payroll, NYS, Fed)
Creating yearly budget
Sending out dues payments and reminders
Reconciling bank statements
Making all bank deposits (including to special
funds)

TRS Wish List
Please note that TRS is NOT looking for items that need
to be returned to their owner!
Used or new CD's of Jewish Music

Creating monthly reports for board
All work must be done on Temple computer. At
least one treasurer needs to be available on
emergency basis.

A reliable portable CD player for classroom use.

·

Any used (or unwanted) JEWISH cards, magazines,
brochures, picture books, etc. We are looking for pictures
and sayings to cut up for making Judaic collages.

Confidentiality required!!

Jewish holiday items or decorations in good, reusable
condition.
Movies with Jewish themes (sorry, no VCR tapes) that are
appropriate for families, teens or children. We will be
adding these to our TRS library!
An enthusiastic guitar player to accompany TRS students
in learning Jewish songs. (Approximately one hour each
month on a Sunday morning to be mutually determined
by you and the TRS calendar. A small stipend is available
for your services. If interested, please contact TRS
Director, Chris Levy at 518-796-8808 or
cmlevy@iname.com.)
Volunteers to help reorganize the Temple Religious
School’s Sheldon Binns Memorial Library in the upstairs
of our Temple Building. We need to make this area more
user-friendly for our students! Time and date to be at the
mutual convenience of all those interested in helping!

Current treasurers are willing to train.

Fundraiser
A painting by Dr. Bill Brender of the exterior of
the Temple has been made into notecards. In
honor of the Temple’s 90th Anniversary, Dr.
Brender has generously offered the Temple the
opportunity to see these cards for $1 each, with
the Temple to receive 100% of the proceeds for
the first 200 cards sold, and 50% of the proceeds
for all additional cards.
Dr. Brender has painted many scenes of Glens
Falls and the surrounding areas. Note cards of
these will also be available for sale.
Reproductions of Dr. Brender’s painting have
other potential uses. Contact Katie Weaver at the
Temple office if you have other ideas for Temple
fundraising.
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Contributions
GENERAL FUND

GENERAL FUND

In Memory of Sheldon Binns:

In Honor of Elizabeth Levy’s Birthday:

Sunny Buchman

Robert & Barbara Rosoff

Phyllis Kline & Family
Fred & Nancy Fagelman
Judy & Allan Korot
In Memory of Ronald Binns:
Judy & Allan Korot
In Memory of Ira Jacobson:
Judy & Allan Korot
In Memory of Peg & Lou Brown:
Elliot Brown
In Memory of Mia Corton:
Stephen & Eileen Dunn
Sunny Buchman

In Honor of Albert Charhon’s Birthday:
Robert & Barbara Rosoff
In Honor of the Anniversary of Sal & Elaine Charhon:
Robert & Barbara Rosoff
In Honor of the TRS Level I Class and their Teachers:
Robert & Barbara Rosoff
Judith Metzner Shepherd
In Appreciation of Martin Wasserman:
Judith Metzner Shepherd
In Memory of Elliot Pearl:
Marta Flaum

Fred & Nancy Fagelman

In Memory of William & Sylvia Parker:

Judy & Allan Korot

Lynn Sinclair

In Memory of Anne Daniels:
Mike & Gilda Siegel
In Memory of Abraham Gordon:
Philip & Erma Gordon
In Memory of Allan Richard Gordon:
Philip & Erma Gordon
In Appreciation of Rabbi Ronald’s Chanting during High
Holy Days:
Fred & Nancy Fagelman

Maggie Parker
In Memory of Sarah Levitz:
Family of Dr. Orel & Blossom Friedman
In Memory of Martha Schiffman:
Family of Dr. Orel & Blossom Friedman
In Memory of Diane Martin:
Jack & Lois Hellman
Jonathan & Dale Nemer
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Larry Silver

In Memory of Hilda Siegel:
Mike & Gilda Siegel

In Memory of Charles Searleman:
Sandy & Martha Searleman

In Memory of Bari Nisoff Mattison:
Judith Metzner Shepherd

In Honor of Knox Mason receiving his Hebrew name:
Judith Metzner Shepherd
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Prayers for Healing * Mi Shebeirach
These comforting words can be said on behalf of those who are ill. Whether friends or loved ones are
struggling with physical, emotional or spiritual challenges, this prayer speaks to our desire for their healing.
May the one who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah,
bless and heal those who are ill [names]. May the Blessed Holy One be filled with compassion for their
health to be restored and their strength to be revived. May God swiftly send them a complete renewal of
body and spirit, and let us say, Amen.
Please include in your healing prayers: Rabbi Arik Ascherman, Marcus Berg, Michael Berg, Patricia Brie,
Sal Charhon, Mitch Frasier, Elliott Friedman, Janet Friedman, Victor Friedman, Jacqueline Gordon, Diane
Grant, Jean Haikaus, Jaylin Israel, Lois Israel, Sheldon Kramer, Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Levy, Mark
Lipschitz, Ed Miltch, Sylvia Miltch, Richard Muller, Ian Quillinan, Edie Rudnick, Bob Savarin, Jennifer
Schultz, Joel Schwartz, Tammy Whitty

Appreciation to Our
November Oneg Hosts

Holiday Dinner at the
Open Door

Chris & Jeff Levy for hosting an oneg in honor of
Elizabeth Levy’s birthday

On Friday, December 25, Temple volunteers will
serve a Holiday Dinner at the Open Door on
Lawrence Street in Glens Falls. Last year, a group of
Bruce & Linda North for hosting an oneg in honor of ten volunteers, including Rabbi & Cathy Ronald,
greeted guests and provided a full meal to guests at
Matt and Allison Levin’s birthdays
the Open Door, working with other volunteers and
Richard & Jane Reisman for hosting an oneg in honor Open Door staff.
of Knox Mason receiving his Hebrew name
We look forward to another successful and rewarding
experience. A few hours on a cold winter afternoon
will warm your heart!

Thank You!
Louise Binns and family would like to sincerely thank every family member and friend
who came to the funerals of Ronald and Sheldon Binns, who attended the shiva services
and/or brought food, who called or sent a thoughtful card, who made a donation in
memory of Ronnie and/or Sheldon, or who said a kind word. Your support during these
difficult times made a world of difference. Thank you.

Thank you to the Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York for their generous
support of Temple Beth El and Temple Religious School.
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Condolences
Bari Nisoff Mattison, 69, a longtime resident of Glens Falls, died Thursday, October 22, 2015, after a
lengthy battle with Alzheimer’s disease. She was predeceased by her parents, Samuel and Harriet (Maslon)
Nisoff. She is survived by her children, David (Stacey) Mattison and Gillian (Jim) McLaughlin, and
grandchildren, Ellen (Jake) Zanetti, Devan Mattison, Drew McLaughlin, and Reilly McLaughlin. Bari’s
maternal grandparents, Dr. Morris and Anna Maslon, were among the Temple’s founders.
Temple Beth El’s Music Director Emerita, Diane Martin, passed away on Thursday, Nov. 12, 2015, after a
nine year struggle with cancer. She was the organist for First Presbyterian Church of Hudson Falls for over
25 years and the music director for Temple Beth El in Glens Falls for over 40 years. One of her proudest life
moments was being acknowledged as a Woman of Valor, named on the Temple’s Mitzvah Plaque, and given
the Key to the City. Diane was truly a woman of valor to all who knew her, especially her loving family,
students and friends. Her father, Gerhardt Rauch, passed away before her. Survivors include her husband of
more than 50 wonderful years, Bill; her two sons, Dylan Martin and his wife, Allison of Fredonia, New York
and David Martin and his wife, Dorothy of Arlington, Massachusetts; her mother, Helen (Kozak) Rauch of
Medina, Ohio; her sister, Sharon Hofmeister of Sagamore Hills, Ohio; and several nieces, nephews, great
nieces, great nephews and cousins. A memorial celebration of Diane’s life will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 5 in the Home Room at Temple Beth El, for all who knew and loved her. Family and friends are asked
to bring a dessert and/or beverage to share. Please contact Katie in the Temple office to let her know what
you plan to bring.
Temple Beth El member Howard Krantz passed away on Saturday, November 21, 2015, at the age of 69.
Survivors include his wife of 44 years, Marcia; his two daughters, Gayla Langlois and her husband, Steve
Langlois, and Elyse Krantz and her husband, Eric Schatz; his grandchildren, Elliot, Theo, Sadie, and Tess; his
brother, Eric Krantz and his wife, Cheryl Tucker; and his sister Carol Zuckerman.

Minyan of Minions
Thank you Temple Religious School
Level I students, Rebecca Charhon,
Chris Levy, Elizabeth Levy, and Avery
Hill for the Minyan of Minions Service
they coordinated and conducted in
November.
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We Remember
Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals
will be recited in Temple on the noted dates:
December 4
Paul Arnstein, *Orel Friedman, *Vilma G.
Gelman, Marcia Schmitt, William Shapiro,
Roger David Skoll, *Edward Sommer, Anna
Waterman
December 11
Anna Binns, Whilhemina Grundstein, Arthur
Leopold, Cerf J. Levy, *Jeanette C. Metzner,
Jennifer Ruffing, Matilda Schwartz, *Leonard
Seidel, *Chester Sirkus, *Mark Tracy, *Ruth
Wasserman, *Alice Strauss Yaffee
December 18
*Maxwell Bassock, *Edward Brender, *Sharon
Blitman Coleman, *Blossom Friedman, *Morris
Hellenberg, *Dr. Sherman Lichtman, Anita
Lieberman, Max Nuzzenbaum, Henry Patack,
*Alec Howard Silverman, Sander Steinberg,
*Joseph Tucker
December 25
*Reuben Cohen, *Nettye Fonfa, Berdie
Gladstone, Aaron Mandel, Ida Miller, Alvin
Rudnick, Stephen Schulman, *Sandra Suckman
(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary)
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An Introduction to Judaism
Thursday evenings, 7:00 p.m to 8:15 p.m.
November 19, December 3, 10, 17,
January 7, 14, 21, 28
Text book:
An Introduction to Judaism: A Sourcebook
by Rabbi Stephen Einstein,
Union for Reform Judaism
Session I:

Session II:
Session III:
Session IV:
Session V:
Session VI:
Session VII:
Session VIII:

The Jewish Life Cycle: circumcision,
naming, bar/bat mitzvah, marriagedivorce, death and memorial
The Sabbath: observance and
remembrance
The Hebrew Calendar: festivals and
fast days
Jewish Ethics and Values: a way of
living
Jewish Peoplehood: Hebrew, Yiddish
and bagels
Zionism and Israel: the state of the
Jews
The Jewish Way of Prayer and
Blessings
“Go and Study!” The Jewish Way of
Learning

Hebrew for Beginners
Instructor: Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald, MHL, DD
Wednesday evenings, 7:00 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.
Leinoff Community Room
Text book:
Hebrew for Beginners by Motzkin, et. al.
If you have been wanting to learn to read and
understand the prayers, songs and Torah readings,
here is your chance to learn basic Hebrew.
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Hanukkah Lights Up
Temple Religious School Activities
December, 2015 is filled with many activities for Temple Beth El Religious School students and their
families. Religious School classes are scheduled for Sunday, December 6th, and Sunday, December
13th. Our classroom lessons will revolve around the themes of heroes, courage, faith, differences and
dedication, that are all found in the story of Hanukkah. Students will learn about the history, traditions and
many different ways to celebrate this holiday. We will incorporate activities into our “snacktivity” program
that relate to Hanukkah and being a “Caring Community.”
Sunday, December 6th is our annual Temple Religious School Bake Sale at the Temple Beth El Latke
Fest from 2:00 PM to 4:30 PM. Ellen Katz has again agreed to coordinate our TRS Bake Sale
fundraiser. She will be bringing her always popular and delicious homemade Hanukkah candies to be
purchased, and a chocolate menorah we will raffle along with some other special Hanukkah goodies that
day. Come and support TRS by purchasing a sweet snack after sampling all the wonderful varieties of
latkes available at the Latke Fest, including those our TRS students will be making and serving.
Sunday, December 13th, our TRS students will be making fringe-tied, no-sew, fleece blankets for children
who receive services from the Glens Falls Domestic Violence Project. These blankets were very popular
with the children who received them last year and our students enjoyed making them! We are hoping to
make many more in time for this winter. Parents and other family members, Temple members, and friends
are invited to join us on December 13th at 11:00 AM to help with this wonderful mitzvah project and be part
of our “Caring Community.” A light lunch will be served for all that join us. Please let me, or Katie at the
Temple office, know if you will be coming. “Many hands make for light work!”
Friday, December 11th, at 6:00 PM should be saved on your calendar for the Temple Beth El Family
Service / Hanukkah Party. TRS students and staff will be leading the Family Service and lighting the
Hanukkah menorah! This will be followed by a delicious catered deli dinner and fun for all ages! We will
have dreidels to spin and a Hanukkah Menorah Contest as part of this evening. You can also test your
knowledge at trivia led by our own TBE “Mystery Master of Ceremonies!” Find out if adults are really
smarter than the kids! If you prefer, just sit back and enjoy the friendly competition! Please check the
article on page 2 for further details about this fun intergenerational evening. Come solo or bring family and
friends!
Hanukkah Menorah Contest: In an effort to emphasize the need for tikkun olam (repairing the world) at
this holiday season, each TRS student is invited to create a Hanukkiah, the special Hanukkah menorah, by
using one or more recycled items in a project. This can be a useable or decorative menorah, artwork to
hang or stand, or even an edible or wearable menorah. Imagination has no limits in this art contest when it
comes to using recyclable items! This contest is open to all ages. Grownups can join the challenge, too.
There will be prizes awarded in CHILDREN, TEEN, FAMILY and ADULT Categories. Every TRS student
that enters will receive a certificate, a TRS “Reward Key,” and a chance to win one
of the many prizes! All projects will be displayed and judged at the Temple Beth El
Family Service / Dinner & Hanukkah Party on December 11th.
We are looking forward to a great turnout for all our December activities!

Chris Levy, TRS Director
(518) 796-8808 or cmlevy@iname.com
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TEMPLE HISTORY
THE INTERFAITH TRADITION IN GLENS FALLS
In this area, in recent years, there have been justified complaints that public
school schedules and civic events fail to respect important Jewish holy days.
Children who attend services or a Seder may miss examinations, class pictures,
or athletic tournaments. This year, as the Kol Nidre was chanted in our Temple,
the windows of the Kensington Road School in Glens Falls blazed with lights
for the school's annual open house. An observer might think Jews were wholly
disregarded. But the history of our community tells a very different story.
From its earliest days as a city, Glens Falls embraced its Jewish residents. The founders of Temple Beth
El were respected professionals, merchants, investors, and manufacturers. Julius Jacobson, the Temple's
first president, served four years on the City Council, and a year as interim mayor in 1920. Jews joined
service clubs, private country clubs, and Masonic lodges. Charles Gelman, the Temple's first treasurer,
chaired the area council of the Boy Scouts of America and was elected to the Board of Trustees of the
Glens Falls YMCA. (The latter distinction inspired a vicious letter to the YMCA president from the
“Editor for Society and Religion” of the Literary Digest, a right-wing magazine.)
In 1925, when the Temple building was constructed, generous donations in-kind and in cash came, not
only from the thirty-five member families of the Congregation and other Jews, but from individuals and
organizations of many faiths and interests. At the ceremony for the laying of the building's cornerstone,
most of the speakers were non-Jewish clergy and public officials, who noted the commonalities among all
Americans. Marion Avenue, in front of the Temple, was closed to traffic for the day, so that seating could
be arranged in the street; and, according to the American Israelite, Protestant churches canceled their
afternoon and evening services so that “several thousand” people of all faiths could attend. Forty-two
years later, when the building was enlarged, the ceremony to lay the cornerstone for the addition was
another major civic event, with speeches by the mayor and a Member of Congress.
Traditionally, the rabbis of Temple Beth El have been active in the greater community, participating in
civic organizations and local events. In particular, our longest-serving rabbis, Kurt L. Metzger (20 years)
and Richard J. Sobel (25 years) were in frequent demand to offer invocations and blessings at social and
professional meetings and as after-dinner speakers in the North Country. In the 20th Century, Glens Falls
had a strong interfaith organization, first known as the Council of Churches, and later by the more
inclusive term, Interfaith Clergy of Greater Glens Falls. The Council sponsored interfaith discussion
groups among couples affiliated with different houses of worship, and encouraged the couples to
collaborate on projects for the common good. The Glens Falls Area Youth Center was created as a direct
result of couples' meetings in the 1960's. Another well-remembered project of the combined clergy was an
annual, ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve (or Thanksgiving Day) worship service, which rotated among local
churches and Temple Beth El. The popular Hometown Thanksgiving dinner, a volunteer-run, free holiday
meal hosted at a local church, traces its origin to these outreach projects of clergy in our community.

Judith Metzner Shepherd, Historian
[Sources for this article include the referenced publications, the Temple history volumes written by Ella Cline, various regional
newspapers, and the personal memories of the writer.]
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Happy Birthday!

Book Club

Naomi Marks (12/3)
Robert Rosoff (12/4)
Paul Daigle (12/8)
Charles Searleman (12/10)
Lee Schwartz (12/10)
Molly Lieberman (12/10)
April Solomon (12/11)
Paul Silk (12/13)
Ana Bazan (12/13)
Noah Hellman (12/15)
Aaron Hamel (12/16)
Marcia Krantz (12/16)
Jennifer Nadler (12/20)
Jason Wodicka (12/20)
Ali McDonnell (12/21 – 4 years old!)
Betty Gancher (12/21)
Kaili Jackson (12/24)
Kyle Serotta (12/26 – 9 years old!)
Jaclyn Adler (12/28)

We are finishing up this year
with our annual Hanukkah
Pot Luck Luncheon. We will
start the new year with the following books:

Happy
Anniversary!

December 19

Sandy & Angela Katz
(12/22 – 47 years)

Dec. 8, 2015: Hanukkah Party
Jan.12, 2016: An Unnecessary Woman by Rabih
Alameddine
Feb.9, 2016: Arthur and George by Julian Barnes
Mar.8, 2016: The Interestings by Meg Wolitzer

Karen Marks Adler
Torah Portions
December 5
va-yeshev
Gen. 37:1-40:23
Pr. Amos 2:6-3:8
December 12
mi-ketz
Gen. 41:1-44:17
Num. 7:42-47; 28:9-15
Pr. Zech. 2:14-4:7
Is. 66:1, 23-24
I Sam. 20:18, 42

va-yigash
Gen. 44:18-47:27
Pr. Ez. 37:15-28
December 26
va-yechi

Elliott & Cory Heyman
(12/24 – 13 years)

Gen. 47:28-50:26
Pr. I Kings 2:1-12
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Officers & Board of Trustees
President: Matt Levin
Vice President: Jack Hellman
Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin
Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly
Immediate Past President: Stephen Adler
Trustees: Rebecca Charhon, Sara Friedman,
Jeffrey Hill, Dave Lieberman,
Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Bill Sheerer,
Judith Metzner Shepherd, and Larry Silver
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Committees
Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman
Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel
Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly
History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd
House Chair, Bill Sheerer
Project 21st Century Chair, Larry Silver
Religious School Director, Chris Levy
Temple’s rabbi and president will be
ex-officio members of all committees.

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc.
38 Geer Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
518-792-2010
Scrap Metal Processors

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,
STEWART & RHODES, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Washington Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone (518) 792-2117

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral
Home
53 Quaker Road
Queensbury, New York 12804
P: 518-792-1114
F: 518-792-1287

Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York
12801-2813

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald, MHL, DD
Phone: 518-792-4364
Fax: 518-792-4336
office@glensfallstemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated,
traditional, intermarried & nontraditional families and individuals.

The Shofar
Editors:

Phyllis Brown
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Lois Hellman, Emerita
Editorial Assistant:

Katie Weaver

Writing for the Shofar? Think Ahead!
Writing something for the Shofar? REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES. Articles and announcements for the
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired
publication date. The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the
Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible. The Shofar is published before the first day of
each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements.
Remember: If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as
early as the issue preceding the event. And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket
or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance. Even for
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers
to “save the date”!
The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions. E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com)
is preferred. Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment. If you lack internet access, you may
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens
Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline.

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the January issue of the Shofar
is Tuesday, December 15!

