TEMPLE BETH EL
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York 12801
(518) 792-4364
Office@GlensFallsTemple.com
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An affiliated congregation of the
Union for Reform Judaism since 1950

Temple Beth El Hanukkah Service & Dinner
Friday, December 15, 2017 at 6 p.m.
Please RSVP by Monday, December 11
Don’t forget to bring your menorah!
Brisket, Baked Chicken, and Potluck Side Dishes
Dessert of Jelly Donuts provided by Sara Friedman
* Reservations are REQUIRED! *
Members Single Person Rate: $8/person* (or $16/couple)
Non-Members Single Person Rate: $10/person*
Members Family Rate: $20/immediate family*
Non-Members Family Rate: $25/immediate family*
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Rabbi’s Message
All Jewish holidays have meaning behind their celebration that validates the very
reason for their observance. This month, in the case of Hanukkah, that meaning often
becomes blurred in the context of its celebration. The very word Hanukkah speaks of
dedication. This calls into question to what do we dedicate ourselves? Oftentimes, in
our rapidly changing world, our dedication evaporates in the face of obstacles. We
simply give up and move on to the next issue at hand.
Hanukkah bids us to rethink our approach to obstacles and thereby realize that the
battle is often won by simply tackling whatever difficulties we may face. The results
may not always be what we had hoped for, but the process itself may teach us a great
deal about our determination and thereby ourselves.
May this Hanukkah be for each of us a time to rededicate and rethink our problemsolving abilities and by so doing find new joy in who we are.
L’shalom,

Rabbi Norm
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Hanukkah
Hanukkah, meaning "dedication" in Hebrew, refers to the joyous eight-day celebration during which Jews
commemorate the victory of the Maccabees over the armies of Syria in 165 B.C.E. and the subsequent
liberation and "rededication" of the Temple in Jerusalem. The modern home celebration of Hanukkah
centers around the lighting of the hanukkiyah, a special menorah for Hanukkah; foods prepared in oil
including latkes (potato pancakes) and sufganiyot (jelly doughnuts); and special songs and games.
- - urj.org

Latkes
Latkes are traditionally served for Hanukkah because they are cooked in oil (to commemorate the vial of oil
lasting for 8 days). However, since they are pareve when served without sour cream, they are also a perfect
accompaniment to a beef or chicken entrée. For an elegant appetizer, prepare as small rounds and top with
sour cream and caviar.
Directions:
Ingredients:
Grate the raw potatoes using the large grating disk on a processor
6–8 large thin-skinned potatoes
or the largest holes on a grater if doing it by hand. Place the grated
potato in a colander, rinse with cold water. Set aside to drain.
3 eggs, beaten well
Combine eggs, salt, pepper, and matzah meal or cracker meal in a
1 tablespoon salt
3-quart bowl. Mix thoroughly. Change to the cutting blade on your
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground pepper
processor. Add the onions to the work bowl. Pulse on and off
5 times. Add 1/4 of the grated potatoes to the onion and pulse on
1/2 cup matzah meal or cracker
and off to make a coarse paste. Add to the egg mixture and stir to
meal
combine. Add the drained potatoes to the bowl and mix thoroughly,
1 large onion, cut into 8 pieces
using a large spoon or your hands. Heat a large frying pan or large
skillet for 20 seconds. Add enough oil to cover the pan to a depth of
Oil for frying
1/4 inch and heat for an additional 10 seconds. Drop mounds of
Applesauce (optional)
potato mixture into the pan. Fry on both sides until golden. Drain the
Sour cream (optional)
fried latkes on a platter covered with crumpled paper towels.
- - Tina Wasserman (urj.org)

Serve with applesauce and sour cream.

Dreidel
What You’ll Need: “Gambling pieces” (plastic chips, pennies, small candies, buttons, peanuts in the shell,
etc. may be used) for each player and a dreidel for the group.
How to Play:
Distribute an equal number of gambling pieces to each player. Begin play by having each of the players ante
up one or two pieces into a common pot. Take turns spinning the dreidel and taking the actions determined
by the letter you spin:
Nun: The player takes nothing.
Hey: The player takes half.

Gimel: The player takes all.
Shin: The player puts in.

The winner is the person who collects all the gambling pieces.
- - urj.org
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President’s Message
In a recent article, National Geographic Magazine provided a survey of the number of holidays that each of
the major religions of the world observe. Major, naturally, is defined by the total number of adherents of a
religion. The article did not review any differences within a specific religion’s adherents, such as the various
manners of observance, much less any differences in how they view each other, in reform, conservative,
orthodox or other. The article indicates that every religion, no matter their variety or level of observance,
celebrates the arrival of the new year.
Karen and I have become fellow travelers with Anthony Bourdain, who travels the world and offers us a
fascinating view on television of how many of the residents of various countries live. As a world-renowned
chef, he extensively examines their culinary practices, as we travel with him across the world by boat, train
or car. In addition to an amazing array of food and its preparation, the viewer hears him discuss the political
climate in each country, often in light of its recent political and social history.
As we transition from our New Year observances at Temple Beth El, I am, once again, struck by the
contrast between our New Year observances and those of the greater world in which we live. Karen has
always been a world traveler, whereas I have rarely ventured beyond the confines of North America. I
wonder if Judaism is fundamentally observed throughout the world as it is in our country. Some of you who
are world travelers probably have that answer. I have never been comfortable in the midst of the civic New
Year’s revelry, especially in public. But that’s me, and it extends to many of the occasions at which revelers
seem to lose their inhibitions and, perhaps, forget who they are. The High Holidays, when we gather to
examine the year before, and we look to trying a little harder next year, works for me. Summer is over, our
children and grandchildren are, perhaps, returning to school. We have vacationed, traveled, or otherwise
caught up with old friends. Thus, as we start our new year, we commit to trying a little harder, remembering
who we are, perhaps with a clear head.
Hanukkah, with its sequential candle lighting, playing with dreidels, little gifts for the children, and special
meals with family and friends, has always signaled for me the joyous other half of the new year celebration.
The fact that it comes right after Thanksgiving cements my feelings. After all of our people’s suffering over
the ages, we, I believe, can still glory in living in the greatest country in the world. Temple Beth El, a little
jewel, struggling against the tides of time and modernity, is the perfect example of Judaism in America.
I hope that you will join us at Temple for our Hanukkah service and special meal, and for our Latke Fest,
where we welcome our neighbors to join in the other half of our celebration of the new year.

Steve Adler
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Temple Religious School Bake Sale
Temple Beth El Religious School will be holding its annual TRS Bake Sale fundraiser on
December 10th from 2-4:30 p.m. during the Temple Beth El Latke Fest. We are in need
of donations of baked goods, homemade candy or craft items for the sale. Please
contact Rebecca Charhon (518-248-4692 or rebeccacharhon@yahoo.com) to let her
know what you can donate! Your support is GREATLY appreciated!

Temple Religious School
Temple Religious School activities are going strong this year with our class sessions being held with much
attention to Hebrew, the high holidays, Sukkot, Simchat Torah, the Jewish calendar and Shabbat. This year
we are exploring how Jewish-themed skits and plays can help make classroom lessons both interactive and
fun at the same time. TRS students and teachers have led two Shabbat services so far in conjunction with
Rabbi Norm who gives us the wonderful opportunity to share the bemah with him.
Hanukkah is our next big focus, with a strong emphasis on songs that capture the essence of the
holiday. We are so excited to have Temple’s Musical Director, Debbie Friedman Sheerer, join us for a lesson
focused on songs for the holiday, several of which the kids will perform at the Hanukkah dinner on
December 15th. Prior to this we will be part of Latke Fest on December 10th with a TRS team and a bake
sale sponsored by the school.
In the coming weeks and months we will focus on themes such as Diversity, Jewish life cycles, Israel and
Passover. We will again welcome Debbie Friedman Sheerer into the school to teach the students the songs
of Passover.
Each teacher at TRS is excited to bring Jewish education to the life of every child. Sara Rice, Sharla EtkinIves, Rabbi Norm and I are your team of dedicated teachers. We also have a wonderful group of teens that
work with the students on every topic we cover. Henry Gartner, Charlie Gartner and Ethan Hill are
devoted, conscientious, and work hard each class session.
Why is giving our kids the best Jewish education important? For me, it comes down to the phrase l’dor
v’dor, from generation to generation, and Jewish continuity. I learned to love Jewish education during my
nine years at the Hebrew Academy and that is why I teach and love to educate today at Temple Beth El.
I hope that as our students grow into adults, they will look back at their education here at Temple Beth El
with fondness while creating their own meaningful Jewish experiences. I hope they will remember that their
parents and teachers used everything within their powers to educate them on Jewish values. I hope we
instill a love of Judaism and that someday they too will be teachers, whether it’s in a school or as parents,
who teach their own children that Judaism is more that just a religion. It is lifelong learning that dates back
thousands of years and, I have no doubt, will live eternally.
Please contact me any time with questions or ideas for TRS or if you would like to volunteer with us.

Rebecca Charhon, TRS Director (rebeccacharhon@yahoo.com)
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THURS

FRI
1

Please call or e-mail Katie in the Temple
office to schedule an oneg!

4

9:15 a.m.
Temple
Religious
School

6

7

2:00 p.m.
Hebrew Class

11

12
10:00 a.m.
Book Club
Potluck Hanukkah
Party

13

14

18

9:15 a.m.
Temple
Religious
School

19

20

21

7:00 p.m.
Temple Board
Meeting

31

Temple
Office
Closed

Temple
Office
Closed

22

23

7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg hosted by
David Coleman
IMO Sharon
Coleman

2:45 p.m.
Jewish Ethics
Class

26

16

Shofar
Deadline

No Hebrew Class

25

15
6:00 p.m.
Hanukkah
Service / dinner /
oneg hosted by
Sara Friedman

Light First
Hanukkah Light

24

9

7:00 p.m.
Ritual / Pulpit
Committee
Meeting

2:00 p.m.
Latke Fest

17

8
7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service
conducted by
Rebecca Charhon
/ oneg

2:30 p.m.
Jewish Ethics
Class

12:00 p.m.
Community
Luncheon

10

5

2

7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg hosted by
Karen Marks &
Steve Adler IMO
Lydia Adler

We need oneg hosts!!!

3

SAT

27

28

29
7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg

30
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Mark Your Calendars for Latke Fest!

Calling All Cooks and Latke-Tasters!
This year’s Latke Fest is Sunday, December 10, 2017 from 2:00 pm - 4:30 pm
As always, it will be a community celebration with klezmer music, contests, food and, of course,
latkes. Cooks of all ages, cooking abilities and faiths are welcome. If you don’t want to cook, we need
tasters!
For more information and to request a spot in the competition contact the Latke Fest organizers
at latkefest@glensfallstemple.com. Deadline for cooks is December 4, 2017. Slots are filling up, so please
sign up now. Rebecca Newell of Morgan and Co. will be joined by her mother Marty this year and we are
excited to welcome teams from World Awareness Children’s Museum, Fort Hudson and the Temple Beth El
congregation. The winning latke cook will not only be crowned "Golden Latke", but will have bragging
rights for the year.
In addition, the committee is also seeking volunteers for the day of the event and sponsors at all levels for
both monetary and in-kind donations. You don’t have to be a member of Temple Beth El, or Jewish, to
participate. All are welcome!
Tickets will be available at the door and tables can be reserved by calling the Temple office. Tickets are $15
for adults, $5 for kids ages 5-11, and $150 for a reserved table (includes 8 tickets plus goodies). All
proceeds go to support Temple Beth El. Cash, check or credit card accepted.
For more information, or to volunteer, please
contact latkefest@glensfallstemple.com or contact one of the Latke Fest Committee
Members: Sara Friedman, Deborah Friedman Sheerer, Sara Rice, or Rebecca
Charhon.

Temple Choir
We cordially invite you to join us on Friday (Shabbat) evenings, and on
other special occasions, as a choir member. You do not have to have any
prior experience, just a desire to sing with us. A well-rehearsed choir adds
beauty and meaning to our sacred time together, enhancing the shared
experience for all those in our sanctuary. All that you need is the time to
rehearse with us before services as scheduled, and a desire to blend your
voice with ours in our spiritual endeavor. Please contact Katie at our
Temple office if you are interested.
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We Remember
Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on
the noted dates:
December 1
Paul Arnstein, *Louis Bassock, David Bittman, Melvin Bittman, Alice Doran,
*Vilma G. Gelman, *Robert Carey Gordon, Marie Handen, Joseph Kmiecik,
*Sol Koch, Marcia Schmitt, William Shapiro, *Bertie F. Task, Anna
Waterman
December 8
*Lydia Adler, Anna Binns, *Orel Friedman, Cerf J. Levy, *Jeanette C.
Metzner, *Chester Sirkus, *Edward Sommer, *Mark Tracy, *Ruth Wasserman

Torah Portions
December 2
Va-Yishlach
Gen. 32:4-36:43
Pr. Obadiah 1:1-21
December 9
Va-Yeshev
Gen. 37:1-40:23
Pr. Amos 2:6-3:8
December 16
Mi-Ketz

December 15
Jacob Herbert Goldstein, Whilhemina Grundstein, Arthur Leopold, *Dr.
Sherman Lichtman, Jennifer Ruffing, Matilda Schwartz, *Leonard Seidel,
*Alec Howard Silverman, *Joseph Tucker, *Alice Strauss Yaffee
December 22

Gen. 41:1-44:17
Num. 730-35
Pr. Zech. 2:14-4:7
December 23

*Maxwell Bassock, *Edward Brender, *Reuben Cohen, *Sharon L. Blitman
Coleman, *Nettye Fonfa, Berdie Gladstone, *Morris Hellenberg, Anita
Lieberman, Aaron Mandel, Henry Patack, Sander Steinberg
December 29
Herman Aronson, *Jeanette Ginsburg Feller, *Adolph Fonfa, *Blossom
Friedman, *Louis L. Ginsburg, Ida Miller, *Edith L. Pawel, Stephen
Schulman, *Rabbi Richard J. Sobel, Annette Socher, *Sandra Suckman
(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary)

Va-Yigash
Gen. 44:18-47:27
Pr. Ez. 37:15-28
December 30
Va-Techi
Gen. 47:28-50:26
Pr. I Kings 2:1-12

Jewish Community Dairy Potluck Luncheon
The next Jewish Community Dairy Potluck Luncheon will be at Temple Beth El on
December 3, 2017, at 12:00 p.m., following Temple Religious
School. Please call Scott or Michele Schwartz at 518-792-3408,
with what item you will bring to share.
All friends of the Jewish community are invited and everyone is
encouraged to bring a friend. This is a wonderful opportunity to invite people who
have not attended programs at the Temple to see what a warm crowd we are.
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Contributions

Book Club

GENERAL FUND

Meetings are on the second Tuesday of each
month at 10:00 a.m. in the Ralph and Lillian Leinoff
Community Room at Temple Beth El. The next
books we will be discussing are:

In Memory of Hilda Siegel:
Mike & Gilda Siegel
In Memory of Abraham Gordon:
Phil & Erma Gordon

December 12: Potluck Hanukkah Party
January 9: Here I Am by Jonathan Safran Foer
February 13: Hillbilly Elegy by JD Vance

In Memory of Allan Richard Gordon:

Karen Marks Adler

Phil & Erma Gordon

karojo41@gmail.com

In Memory of Phil & Phyllis Lipow:
Sandra Bandura
In Memory of Hilda Grunblatt:
Jack & Lois Hellmen
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Karen Marks & Steve Adler
In Memory of Patricia Wodicka:
Judith Metzner Shepherd
In Memory of Charles Searleman:
Sandy & Martha Searleman

Thank you to the Jewish
Federation of Northeastern
New York for their generous
support of Temple Beth El and
Temple Religious School.

Appreciation to our
Oneg Hosts
Barbara & Arthur Blitman
in memory of Sharon Blitman Coleman
Linda & Bruce North
in honor of Allison & Matt Levin’s birthdays

In Appreciation of Christine Levy:
Judith Metzner Shepherd
In Memory of Anne Daniels Goldberg:
Mike & Gilda Siegel

Martha & Sandy Searleman
in memory of Belle & Charles Searleman
and George Sosin
Lois & Jack Hellman
in memory of Mary Hellman
Susan Fox & Naftali Rottenstreich
in memory of Menachem Rottenstreich
Gladys Schultz’s Family
in memory of Gladys Schultz
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Happy Birthday!

Mi Shebeirach

Rebecca Charhon (12/3)

These comforting words can be said on behalf of those who are ill.
Whether friends or loved ones are struggling with physical, emotional
or spiritual challenges, this prayer speaks to our desire for their healing.

Naomi Marks (12/3)
Robert Rosoff (12/4)
Evelyn Selena Hamel
(12/7 – 6 years old!)
Paul Daigle (12/8)
Molly Lieberman (12/10)
Lee Schwartz (12/10)
Charles Searleman (12/10)
April Solomon (12/11)
Jessica Bedell (12/11)
Paul Silk (12/13)
Noah Hellman (12/15)
Aaron Hamel (12/16)
Max Fagelman (12/16)
Jennifer Nadler (12/20)
Jason Wodicka (12/20)
Ali McDonnell
(12/21 – 6 years old!)
Betty Gancher (12/21)
Kaili Jackson (12/24)
Kyle Serotta
(12/26 – 11 years old!)
Jaclyn Adler (12/28)

Happy Anniversary!!
Elliott & Cory Heyman
(12/24 – 15 years)

May the one who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless and heal those who are ill
[names]. May the Blessed Holy One be filled with compassion for their
health to be restored and their strength to be revived. May God swiftly
send them a complete renewal of body and spirit, and let us say, Amen.

Please include in your healing prayers: Vanessa Bishop,
Barbara Block, Abigail Chanis, Victor Friedman, Catherine
Gericke, Ellen Goldberg, Jacqueline Gordon, Goldie
Hellman, Jonathan Hellman, Josh Israel, Michael Israel,
Gloria Klein, Elizabeth Levy, Mark Lipschitz, Baylee
Meyers, Linda Miller, Phyliss Miller, Sylvia Miltch, Rachel
Mulligan, Jessica Panebianco, Paul Pines, Ian Quillinan,
Edie Rudnick, Neil Sandberg, Bob Savarin, Hilda
Schwartz, Michele Shaw, Philip Sterdt, Kristen Temple,
Bruce Townsel, Tammy Whitty, DeAnna Williams, Brooke
Witham, Meg Wong
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Committees
Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel

President: Stephen Adler

Fundraising Co-Chairs, Susan Fox & Sara Friedman

Vice President: Rebecca Charhon
Treasurer: Karen Marks

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd

Recording Secretary: Available
Immediate Past President: Jack Hellman
Trustees: William Brender, Susan Fox,
Sara Friedman, Aaron Furman, Jeffrey Hill,
Dave Lieberman, Sanford Searleman,
Scott Schwartz, and Judith Metzner Shepherd

House Chair, Jeffrey Hill
Personnel Chair, David Lieberman
Project 21st Century Chair, Larry Silver
Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman
Temple Religious School, Rebecca Charhon
Temple’s rabbi and president will be
ex-officio members of all committees.

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc.
38 Geer Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
518-792-2010
Scrap Metal Processors

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,
STEWART & RHODES, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Washington Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone (518) 792-2117

Regan Denny Stafford
Funeral Home
53 Quaker Road
Queensbury, New York 12804
P: 518-792-1114
F: 518-792-1287

Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York
12801-2813

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rabbi Norman T. Mendel
Phone: 518-792-4364
Fax: 518-792-4336
office@glensfallstemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated,
traditional, intermarried & nontraditional families and individuals.

The Shofar
Editors:

Phyllis Brown
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Lois Hellman, Emerita
Editorial Assistant:

Katie Weaver

Writing for the Shofar? Think Ahead!
Writing something for the Shofar? REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES. Articles and announcements for the
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired
publication date. The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the
Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible. The Shofar is published before the first day of
each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements.
Remember: If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as
early as the issue preceding the event. And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket
or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance. Even for
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers
to “save the date”!
The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions. E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com)
is preferred. Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment. If you lack internet access, you may
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens
Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline.

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the January issue
of the Shofar is Friday, December 15!

