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Shabbat on the Slopes 

Have you ever wanted to combine the love and thrill of skiing with 

Judaism?  Do you want to feel the excitement of rushing down the slopes 

with your community?  Would you like a spiritual and meaningful 

Shabbat while being carefree and surrounded by nature?  If so, then 

please join us on February 15th at 10 a.m. at West Mountain, where we 

will begin with an abbreviated Shabbat Service and pray together 

before dashing onto the slopes and spend the day skiing!  This should prove to be a 

wonderful and exciting Shabbat with both song and prayer and the thrill of skiing!  No 

experience required.  We look forward to sharing this moment with all of you! 

Rabbi Durbin 

The February 2014 ShofarThe February 2014 ShofarThe February 2014 Shofar   
Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens Falls, New York 12801 

(518) 792-4364 * Office@GlensFallsTemple.com * www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

Affiliate member of the URJ since 1950 

President’s Message: Part 1 
The Merriam Webster Dictionary defines confluence as (1) a coming or flowing together, meeting, or 
gathering at one point, or (2) a: A flowing together of two or  streams, or b: the place of meeting of two 
streams. 

Three weeks ago, our Torah portion, Beshalach, finds the Israelites at the Sea of Reeds, with Pharaoh’s 
soldiers at their backs and an uncrossable body of water in front of them. They are afraid, and they are 
furious with Moses. He has taken them from a hard but manageable existence to a place of certain death. 
They feel trapped, with no way out. Moses tells the people to have no fear, for the “Lord will battle for you; 
you hold your peace.”  (Plaut p. 480) But God says to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the 
Israelites to go forward.”(Ibid) As we all know, Moses raises up his rod, extends his arm over the Sea, and 
God parts the waters. This is one traditional stream, subject to interpretation over thousands of years by 
our Rabbis. 

Two weeks ago, we observed Tu B’Shevat, “first mentioned in the Mishnah….dating to around 200 C.E.”, 
referring to four new years “connected to an ancient cycle of tithes”. (reformjudaism.org) In modern times, 
Tu B’Shevat is “the Jewish Arbor Day; the New Year for Trees, an agricultural festival marking the 
emergence of Spring… a tree planting festival in Israel, in which Israelis and Jews around the world plant 
trees in honor or in memory of loved ones and friends”. (Ibid) A second stream, the taking of ancient 
traditions and turning the essence of their observance to a newly relevant and related theme, breathing 
purposeful life into our practices. 

Thus, I sense a confluence, a place of meeting of two streams: Tradition vs. modernity; faithful retelling of 
our history vs. interpretation and revision. Across our entire country, in every congregation and every 
religious institution, we are discussing who we are and what we can do, not only to sustain ourselves, but 
to grow stronger in the future. I look forward to sharing some ideas with you during the next few months 
that may enable us to achieve these goals. 

Here is a hint: Don’t be afraid. Go into the water! 

On behalf of your Board, a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has contributed to our High Holiday 
Appeal. It is both comforting and encouraging to see your donations coming in. Thank you again for your 
support! 

Steve Adler 
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Please Join Us For  

Game Night 
Saturday, February 1, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

Are you suffering from Seasonal Affective disorder / AKA “Cabin 
Fever?” Take heart! Soon it will be “Ground Hog Day” when, we 
are told, "Punxatawney Phil" will emerge from his hole 
somewhere in Pennsylvania and, depending upon the position 
of the sun and other atmospheric conditions, Phil will or won't 

see his shadow. Then we will know whether we must endure six 
more weeks of Winter or Spring will come in just six more 
weeks. 
 

Either way, Temple will host a Game night with good warm food, 
a variety of fun games and enjoyable company. For only $10, you can be a 
part of the fun. Several games – including Bananagrams, Scattergories, 
Boggle, Balderdash, Dominoes, SET, Apples to Apples, Trivial Pursuit, and 
more – will be available and you are invited to bring your favorite games 
AND YOUR FRIENDS! Instruction in other games will be 
provided, if requested. Bring your own games if you 
prefer! 
 

This is not a “potluck supper.” We will offer a buffet of hot 
soup, salad, crusty bread, light dessert, beverages and 
snacks. All you need to do is: 
 

1.    Make reservations and pay $10 per person; 
2.    Mark your calendars; 
3.    Invite your friends, and 

4.    Show up. 
It couldn't be easier! 

Please make your reservation by Tuesday, January 28! 
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Torah Portions 
 

February 1 

Terumah 

Ex. 25:1-27:19 

Num. 28:9-15 

Pr. Is. 66:1-24 
 

February 8 

Tetzaveh 

Ex. 27:20-30:10 

Pr. Ez. 43:10-27 
 

February 15 

Ki Tissa 

Ex. 30:11-34:35 

Pr. I Kings 18:1-39 
 

February 22 

Va-Yakhel 

Ex. 35:1-38:20 

Pr. I King 7:40-50 

 

10 Minutes of Torah 
 

Sign up to receive a one-page e-mail each day on a topic of Jewish 

interest. It only takes 10 minutes a day to get started on a lifelong 

journey. Spend 10 minutes a day — and before you know it you’ll have 

completed 100 hours of Torah study!   All you need to do is find ten 

minutes a day to “do Torah.”  Reform Jews committed to having 

Judaism in their daily lives are encouraged to participate in 10 minutes a 

day for 5 days each week of personal connection to a Jewish text, issue 

or topic.  For example:  Monday—Reform Voices of Torah; Tuesday—

The Rhythm of Jewish Time; Wednesday—Israel Connection; 

Thursday—Delving into Tfilah; Friday—Reform Judaism Q&A.  Select 

all five days or any combination.  Each weekday morning, an e-mail will 

be delivered to your inbox for you to study at your convenience.  Sign 

up for 10 Minutes of Torah by visiting: www.urj.org/learning/torah/ten.  

Take your study of 10 Minutes of Torah to the next level by signing up 

for Eilu V’eilu. 

 

 

"Who among us is so busy that he cannot spend 10 

minutes a day in the study of a Jewish text? Just 10 

minutes? Such a commitment would enable us to meet 

our Jewish obligation to make Jewish study a fixed 

occurrence. If we make time to answer our cell phones a dozen times a 

day and to check our email five times an hour, surely we can find 10 

minutes to contemplate sacred words that nourish the soul." -- Rabbi 

Eric Yoffie, November 8, 2003, 13 Cheshvan 5764 

 

Crafters’ Club 
 

The monthly Crafter's Club will 
meet on Monday, February 3 at 
10 a.m..  As always, we 
welcome new attendees. Pack 
up your latest artsy-craftsy 
endeavors and enjoy a relaxing 
morning of camaraderie, 
conversation, and creativity!  

Knitting, beading, scrapbooking, 
doodling, crocheting, sewing; 
any creative project is welcome 
at Crafter's Club! 

Please bring your own 
supplies or extras for 
sharing! 

 

Caring Community 
 

Caring Community practices help each of us to feel truly known, cared about, supported and 

valued.  They are based on the development of trusting, positive relationships in which we give 

and receive care, assistance and acknowledgement during the most difficult and sometimes 

even during the most wonderful moments of our lives. 
 

I’m often asked, "how's the Caring Community coming along?"  

I always reply, "It's a work in progress. Can you help?" 

Among the answers I get are, “I can cook or bake something. I can make phone 

calls.  I can drive. What do you need?” 

We need all of the above. And we need you. 

To be effective we must match your interests and abilities with those who might 

enjoy a dinner delivered, a "hello, how are you" phone call or a ride to Temple. 

"Can you help?" Call me at 792-1023 or email me at barbnbob24@yahoo.com. 

To let us know how we can help you, call or email me or Rabbi Durbin at 792-

4364 or rabbi@glensfallstemple.com. Nothing would make us happier than to 

say: "Have I got a match for you!" 

Barbara Rosoff 

http://www.urj.org/learning/torah/ten
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February 2014 

SUN MON TUE WED THURS FRI SAT 

1 

10:30 a.m. Torah 

Study 

6 p.m. Game 

Night / Buffet 

Supper 

*Please note that a minyan (10 people or more) is required for a Torah Service.  If we do not have a minyan, we will have 

a Torah Study followed by the Misheberach and Kaddish prayers.  Please make a commitment to attend a Torah Service 

so our Temple can assure others there will, in fact, be a formal Torah Service including reading from the Torah.  

2 

9 a.m. 
Religious 

School 

 

 

3 

10 a.m. 

Crafter’s Club 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

4 p.m. Hebrew 

School 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service / Oneg 

 

8 

10:30 a.m. Torah 

Service* 

9 

9 a.m. 
Religious 

School 

 

 

10 

 

11 

10 a.m. Book 

Club (The World 

to Come by Dara 

Horn) 

 

 

 

 

12 

4 p.m. Hebrew 

School 

 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

14 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service / Oneg 

 

Shofar Deadline 

15 

10 a.m. Shabbat 

on the Slopes at 

West Mountain 

16 

No Religious 

School 

17 

 

Presidents’ 

Day 

18 

10 a.m. 
Ritual/Pulpit 

Committee 

Meeting 

19 

No Hebrew 

School 

 

 

20 

 

21 

7 p.m. Torah 

Service / Oneg 

ICO Mattea Rice’s 

birthday 

22 

10:30 a.m. Torah 

Study 

23 

No Religious 

School 

24 25 

7 p.m. Temple 

Board Meeting 

26 

4 p.m. Hebrew 

School 

27 28 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service / Oneg  
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Temple Beth El History 
“Be Thou a Blessing” 

 

[This is an excerpt from a history paper written by Ella Cline, covering the period from June, 1937, 

through October, 1938.  She called it, “Be Thou a Blessing.”] 
 

Rabbi Klausner, in the fall of 1937, was to serve us another year; but a somewhat better post 

lured him away.  The financial betterment was slight – and this is significant – the betterment 

consisted mainly in his having a larger group to work with, of being assured of a sustaining 

response to any work he might plan for his congregation.  His duties there included a Hillel 

Foundation group of college students.  While here, as you may remember, or not, he was merely marking time.  

The one and only cultural class he organized lasted exactly one session.  Rabbi Klausner remained to conduct our 

High Holyday services, that began on September 16 in 1937, and left at the end of that month. 
 

The very next Friday, Dr. Albert Akiba Ruskin came to preach his initial sermon here.  But during the week after 

Rabbi Klausner went away and before Rabbi Ruskin came, we had great need of a rabbi. 
 

Frances Lustig, beloved wife of Harry Lustig, died at the age of seventy-six, on October the third, having been 

blessed during her long life with much love and friendship and the devotion of a daughter and son.  Max Cline 

conducted the last sad rites in her home, where she reposed among lovely flowers that bright, autumn day, when 

all nature glowed with the superb coloration of earth's promise of yet another spring. . . .  On our mantel in the 

Home Room stands a very fine clock in memory of Frances Lustig. 
 

Dr. Ruskin served us from the first Friday in October, 1937, through June, 1938.  He deserves to be rated among 

the most learned of the men that served us.  Dr. Ruskin held the Master of Arts degree from Harvard University; 

a Doctor of Philosophy degree from Dropsie College; and the degree of Master of Hebrew Literature from the 

Jewish Institute of Religion.  He had served much larger congregations, so that we gained from his former 

experiences. 
 

Outstanding among our gains was, and is, the amateur choir.  Mrs. Carl Bronne has been our soloist and minister 

of music ever since we began divine services in 1922, sixteen years ago.  The worth of her service to our 

congregation cannot be overestimated.  Yet, during those inevitable times when Mrs. Bronne was out of town, or 

for any other reason, could not sing, the services were without vocal music and the lack of it was greatly felt.  

There always had been enough vocal talent among us for a choir; yet, we never went beyond suggesting that one 

might be formed. 
 

Dr. Ruskin issued a call for volunteers and had a very good response.  He worked with them, inspired them with 

self-confidence, and that much-needed choir became a fact.  From the very first, their singing was pleasing; and, 

now, after almost a year of practice (Mrs. Bronne helped with the good work!), they are now more than pleasing; 

they are superb!  Not once, since our amateur choir was organized, have our divine services felt the chill caused 

by the lack of vocal music appropriate to that service.  Mrs. Hecht, Mrs. Slater, and Mrs. Heine constitute the 

constant choir, although several others have taken part.  Once, during the dead of winter, when only Mrs. Heine 

was in the choir room,* encouraged by Dr. Ruskin, she sang most of the song service all by herself!  It is most 

gratifying to be able to say that the amateur choir is continuing its very necessary service this year. 
 

* The original choir room was behind the Bima, where the Temple office is now located. 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/vms/Documents/Shofar/2014/02%20(February)/History.doc#_ftn1#_ftn1
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Contributions 
 

GENERAL FUND 

In Memory of Herman Aronson: 

David & Carol Aronson 
 

In Memory of Nancy Burritt: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 
 

In Memory of Irving Comora: 

Mace & Sue Comora 
 

In Memory of Ruth Didakow: 

Joyce Didakow 
 

In Memory of Anita Lieberman: 

Helene Rudnick 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Robert & Barbara Rosoff 
 

In Memory of Babette & Henry Metzner: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 
 

In Honor of Myron Rapaport’s Birthday: 

Jonathan & Dale Nemer 
 

General Donation: 

Gary & Marta Flaum 
 

In Memory of Sadie Barondess: 

Ralph Leinoff 
 

In Memory of Sidney Leinoff: 

Ralph Leinoff 
 

In Memory of Lillian Leinoff: 

Ralph Leinoff 
 

In Memory of Julius Leinoff: 

Ralph Leinoff 
 

In Memory of Rose Leinoff: 

Ralph Leinoff 

 

GENERAL FUND 

In Memory of Nathan Barry: 

Ralph Leinoff 
 

In Memory of Sonny Segan: 

George Conable & Marilyn Bazan 

The Handen Family 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

Dr. Orel Friedman 
 

In Memory of Abe Siegel: 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 
 

In Memory of Uncle Moe Miller: 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 
 

In Memory of Arlene Menkis: 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

In Memory of Vilma & Charles Gelman and Jeanette & 

Herman Metzner: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 
 

CEMETERY FUND 

In Memory of Sherman Lichtman: 

Ruth Lichtman 
 

In Memory of Sarah Wolf: 

Ruth Lichtman 

 

2013 APPEAL 

Fred & Nancy Fagelman 

Paul & Betty Gancher 

Jay & Eudice Grossman 

Jonathan & Dale Nemer 

Donald Schwartz 

Steve Smoller & Sandi Allen 
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We Remember 
 

Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will 

be recited in Temple on the noted dates: 
 

February 7 

*Louise Brown, Rose Charnow, Guglielmo D’Amico, 

Rita Housman, *Samuel T. Kohn, Libbie Levin, 

*Babette Metzner, Hyman Proller, Nathan Rosoff, 

Faye Schlesinger, Robert Siegel, *Samuel Slater, 

Phillip Stogel, Leatt Taubman, *Isidore Winer 
 

February 14 

Mollie Bourstein, Edward Buyer, Louis Feigenbaum, 

*Gussie Gordon, *Anna Maslon, *Emanuel Pawel, 

*Henry Pawel, George Pfeiffer, *Rose Sollosy 

Rabhan, Saul Silverstein, Marcia Siegel Tanzman, 

Etta Wein, *Beulah S. Yanklowitz 
 

February 21 

*Sharon Barclay, Alan Bessen, Peggy Chanis, 

*Sophia Cline, David Gancher, Saul Goldfarb, Helen 

Levin, Donald Levy, Philip Sovetts 
 

February 28 

John Brunell, Kathryn Burbank, Isadore Cohen, A. 

William Cohn, Anna Goldstein, Otto Heller, *Moses 

Metzner, *Dr. Abraham Reed, Abraham Rothblatt, 

Max Stichman, Charles Alfred Togut, Edith 

Weiskopf, Melvina Wieder, *Samuel Wolf, Marcy 

Young, Barnet Zackowitz 
 

(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary) 

 

Sonny Segan 
 

Temple member Sonny Segan passed 

away on Sunday, Jan. 12, 2014 at the age 

of 91. 

Sonny was predeceased by his parents, 

Martin and Rae Segan. 

He is survived by his children, Risa, Scott 

(Zeidy), and Jon Segan; and his 

grandchildren, Anne Nelson and her 

husband, Matt, James Segan, and Hayley 

Segan; and dear friends, Dottie Tucker, 

Karen Baker and Bonnie George. 

During his lifetime, Sonny: 

 enlisted in the officers school of the Army Air Corp at the 

age of 20; 

 flew 26 combat missions as a bombardier in the European 

theater; 

 was shot down over the Ploesti Oil Fields in Romania; 

 was held as a prisoner of war until 1944; 

 was a member of AA for over 53 years and helped others 

in their struggles with drugs and alcohol; 

 established a number of successful retail stores, including 

Jonathan Reid; 

 travelled extensively with his wife of nearly 60 years, 

Shirley; 

 was an avid collector of art and antiques; 

 was named president of the Menswear Retailers of America 

and was made a Kentucky Colonel; 

 volunteered as a docent at The Hyde Collection; and  

 generously supported Temple Beth El for many years. 
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Happy Birthday! 
 

Beth McDonnell (2/5), Elizabeth Solomon (2/9), 

Dale Tracy (2/11), Tammy Kafin Taylor (2/12), 

Louise Binns (2/14), Samuel Marks (2/16 – 12 

years old!), Lisa DeLuca (2/17), Don Schwartz (2/17), 

Jonah Levin (2/18 – 9 years old!), Kathy Naftaly (2/19), 

Mitch Cohen (2/20), Jonathan Nemer (2/23), Mattea 

Rice (2/26 – 4 years old!), Jared Brender (2/26), Layla 

McDonnell (2/27 – 10 years old!), Deena Gill (2/27) 

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,  

STEWART & RHODES, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

One Washington Street 

Glens Falls, NY  12801 

Phone (518) 792-2117 

 

Happy Anniversary!! 
 

Mike & Gilda Siegel (2/9 – 62 years) 
 

Dan & Phyllis Brown (2/13 – 26 years) 
 

Robert & Barbara Rosoff (2/20 – 42 years) 

 

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home 

 

53 Quaker Road 

Queensbury, New York 12804 

P: 518-792-1114 

F: 518-792-1287 

Seeking Assistance! 
Do you crochet?  I have an crocheted granny square afghan, made for me decades ago by my mother, who has been deceased for 

many years.  The afghan is coming apart in places, and I would love to have it repaired.  The squares are all bright colors 

surrounded by black, so the repairs would need to be completed with black yarn.   Unfortunately, while my mom taught me to 

knit, I never learned to crochet, and therefore am unable how to fix the afghan myself.  

I intend to pay for the time and effort needed to restore the condition of this keepsake.  If you are interested in the job, please 

email me at plbrown3@yahoo.com or call me at 793-3029.  While there is no urgency to this project, I would love to see it finally 

under way.  Let me know if you can help! 

Thank you, 

Phyllis Brown 

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc. 

38 Geer Street 

Glens Falls, NY 12801 

518-792-2010 

 

Scrap Metal Processors 

 

mailto:plbrown3@yahoo.com


 

Appreciation 
 

To Sal & Elaine Charhon for hosting an Oneg 

in January in memory of Avraham Charhon. 
 

To the friends and family of Temple Beth El 

for hosting an Oneg in January for the Rev. Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Service. 
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Officers & Board of Trustees 
 

President: Stephen Adler 

Vice President: Matt Levin 

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Immediate Past President: Barbara Rosoff 

Trustees: Mark Fleischer, Jack Hellman, Jeffrey Hill, Dave Lieberman,  
Jennifer Nadler, Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Judith Metzner 

Shepherd, and Larry Silver 

 

Committees 
 

Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman 

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel 

Membership Chair, David Lieberman 

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly 

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd 

House Chair, Larry Silver 

Religious School Chair, Rabbi Durbin 

Rabbi Durbin and  
President Stephen Adler will be  

ex-officio members of all committees. 

 

 

 

Get Well Soon 
 

Kayra Balente, Erica Bartholomew, Donald 
Bartlett, Dan Beldy, Jean Berg, Marcus Berg, 
Louise Binns, Ronald Binns, Robin Cohen, Mia 
Corton, Maureen Estberg, Elaine Faller, Victor 
Friedman, Nettie Furman, Alan Gartner, Dawn 
Gideon, Jacqueline Gordon, Mark Grunblatt, Seth 
Gutman, Carol Higgins, Anita Johnson, Edith Katz, 
Sheldon Kramer, Howard Krantz, Elliot Lang, 
Ralph Leinoff, Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Levy, Diane 
Martin, Leonard Meyers, John Mowka, Richard 
Muller, Lester Nadler, Jessica 
Panebianco, Dorris Pock, Edie 
Rudnick, Bob Savarin, David 
Setzer, April Solomon, Jane 
Stuebing, Alfred Supe, Judy Supe, 
Carole Wells, Bill Woodward 

 

 

Book Club 
 

Here are the books that we will be reading and 
discussing: 

 

February 11: The World to Come by Dara Horn 

March 11, 2014: The Dog Stars by Peter Heller 

April 8, 2014: Gold by Chris Cleave 

May 13, 2014: On Writing by Stephen King 

 

Happy reading,    

 

Karen Marks 



 

3 Marion Avenue 
Glens Falls, New York      

12801-2813 

Phone: 518-792-4364 

Fax: 518-792-4336 

office@glensfallstemple.com 

www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated, 

traditional, intermarried & non-

traditional families and individuals. 

Temple Beth El 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Rabbi Matthew J. Durbin 

The Shofar 
Editors: 

 Phyllis Brown 
 Lois Hellman 

 Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Editorial Assistant: 

 Katie Weaver 

Writing for the Shofar?  Think Ahead! 
 
Writing something for the Shofar?  REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES.  Articles and announcements for the 

Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired 

publication date.  The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the 

Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible.  The Shofar is published before the first day of 

each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements. 

 

Remember:  If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as 

early as the issue preceding the event.  And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket 

or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance.  Even for 

something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers 

to “save the date”! 

 

The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions.  E-mail submission (office@GlensFallsTemple.com) is 

preferred.  Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment.  If you lack internet access, you may 

deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens 

Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline. 

 

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the March issue of the Shofar is 

Thursday, February 15! 


