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Join Temple Beth El, Faith Tabernacle Baptist Church, and
NAACP President Mary Gooden
on Friday, January 17 at 7 p.m. at Temple Beth El
as we remember

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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On Martin Luther King Day, we have an opportunity to celebrate the strides our country has made in
the ongoing struggle for civil rights and a chance to pause and reflect on all of those who sacrificed their
Thank You!
lives for the sacred cause of equality. But this day also provides us with another opportunity: to renew
our commitment to Dr. King’s audacious vision of a world in which all of God's children, blacks and
whites, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and Calendar
sing, in the words of the old spiritual, "Free at last, free at last. Thank God Almighty,
we are free at last."
History
Genesis teaches us that we are all created b’tselem Eloheim, “in the Image of God.”
Dr. King’s faith too was guided by this principle. The Christianity of Dr. King and the
Judaism of the Reform Jewish Movement share a common vision, grounded in the
Contributions
Godliness of human life and committed to the pursuit of a more just society. This
year, may we find the strength to continue marching on that long road to freedom.
2013 Appeal
-Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism

President’s Message
We have had a busy year at Temple, and right now I’m reflecting on the challenges that we faced, and how
we fared: What did we do well, and what can we do better? What new ideas will we implement next year,
and what areas really require rethinking?
Passover was well attended, and we all enjoyed a great meal. And, our school children conducted a new
service created by a team of parents working with the Rabbi.
High Holiday Services seemed to proceed very well this year. They started early, and the choir crammed a
number of extra rehearsals into August with, I think, good results. One thing, however, was missing: some of
you. Did you spend the Holidays with family in another city? Were you too busy with the start of the
school year? Did you have transportation problems, especially at night? I would like to know, because we
missed you. Seats were empty.
For those of you who want to plan for Chanukah next year, given the problems with scheduling, the first
night is Tuesday, December 16th. Accordingly, we will be able to schedule our Latke Fest and our Chanukah
Dinner without a conflict with Thanksgiving. Those of us who could attend this year had a wonderful time at
both the Latke Fest and at the Chanukah Dinner. A special shout out to Mark Fleischer, his outstanding
committee, and all of our cooks for the Latke Fest. How did you like our banner? We’re working on the
next of three more banners, which will be displayed at important times throughout the year!
For those of you who are concerned about the next time that Chanukah and Thanksgiving fall on the same
day, I wouldn’t worry about it! (Smile!!)
I want to thank all of our members (and others!) who pitched in to bring our calendar of activities to life!
You are the heart of our congregation, you ensure that our community stays strong, and I am very grateful
to you.
Happy New Year, everyone. I’ll see you at Temple!

Steve Adler
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Rabbi’s Message

“For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live in a way that respects and
enhances the freedom of others.” (Nelson Mandela)
I have been thinking a lot in the last few weeks of the life of Nelson Mandela and the
wonderful legacy he left behind. Mandela was a man who broke the chains of apartheid,
stood up for those who had no one to advocate for themselves, enhanced the world’s
understanding of tolerance and acceptance and the fervent need to create a world of justice
and peace.
As Reform Jews, we are taught to “pray as if everything depended upon God, act as if
everything depended upon you.” (Mishkan T’filah, p.47, Ferdinand Isserman) This quote
deeply resonates with me as I reminiscence about Nelson Mandela and begin thinking about
our memorial service honoring the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. that we will be having
on January 17th at 7pm at Temple. Both men were deeply engaged in eliminating the
problems and injustices of our society. Both men lived by their ideals, making their voices
known and heard, working tirelessly for a day when the world will change its ways and move
forward toward peace. We pray that it will not take a lifetime to achieve peace. As in the
famous words of Rabbi Akiva, peace requires all of us “to love one’s neighbor as yourself.”
(Leviticus 19:18) Sometimes we need to be reminded of our sacred Scriptures which propels
us to live with the highest ideals and morals, to be that “light unto the nations,” to lead by
example and to practice ways of peace and pleasantness.
What has always influenced and had profound impact in my life is the passion and desire
that these two figures exemplified. Their message and ways by which they aimed at
implementing their vision was done by their forward thinking, never concerned for
themselves, but always concerned for the other. Perhaps during this time and season, we can
find it within ourselves to promote acts of love, ways of kindness, to create a sense of
awareness for the other, so that we can live in a way that enhances our own society and those
whom we care for.
“Let freedom reign. The sun never set on so glorious a human achievement.” (Nelson
Mandela)

Rabbi Matthew Durbin
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Torah Portions

10 Minutes of Torah

January 4

Sign up to receive a one-page e-mail each day on a topic of Jewish
interest. It only takes 10 minutes a day to get started on a lifelong
journey. Spend 10 minutes a day — and before you know it you’ll have
completed 100 hours of Torah study! All you need to do is find ten
minutes a day to “do Torah.” Reform Jews committed to having
Judaism in their daily lives are encouraged to participate in 10 minutes a
day for 5 days each week of personal connection to a Jewish text, issue
or topic. For example: Monday—Reform Voices of Torah; Tuesday—
The Rhythm of Jewish Time; Wednesday—Israel Connection;
Thursday—Delving into Tfilah; Friday—Reform Judaism Q&A. Select
all five days or any combination. Each weekday morning, an e-mail will
be delivered to your inbox for you to study at your convenience. Sign
up for 10 Minutes of Torah by visiting: www.urj.org/learning/torah/ten.
Take your study of 10 Minutes of Torah to the next level by signing up
for Eilu V’eilu.

Bo
Ex. 10:1:13:16
Pr. Jer. 46:13-28
January 11
Be-Shallach
Ex. 13:17-17:16
Pr. Judges 4:4-5:31
January 18
Yitro
Ex. 18:1-20:23
Pr. Is. 6:1-7:6, 9:5-6
January 25
Mishpatim
Ex. 21:1-24:18
Pr. Jer. 3:4-8:22; 33:25-26

"Who among us is so busy that he cannot spend 10
minutes a day in the study of a Jewish text? Just 10
minutes? Such a commitment would enable us to meet
our Jewish obligation to make Jewish study a fixed
occurrence. If we make time to answer our cell phones a dozen times a
day and to check our email five times an hour, surely we can find 10
minutes to contemplate sacred words that nourish the soul." -- Rabbi
Eric Yoffie, November 8, 2003, 13 Cheshvan 5764

A Thank You to My Temple Beth El Family
On November 7th my baby brother, Jared Winchell, died. He had lived for nearly eleven years after
a tragic car accident. We always knew this day was coming, but this did not make his passing any
easier.
When the time came my family was devastated. Our Temple Beth El family helped in so many
ways. Seeing so many people at Jared’s memorial helped me see how family sticks together.
We began getting notices of donations in Jared’s name almost immediately. Katie helped put
together a fund to help pay for Jared’s memorial and put my family’s needs at the top of her list.
There is no way to express the depth of gratitude I feel right now. My heart is overflowing with
thanks. Please know that we appreciate everything that has been done to honor Jared.
Thank you,
Jennifer Steuer and Family
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January 2014
SUN

MON

TUE

*Please note that a minyan (10 people or more) is
required for a Torah Service. If we do not have a
minyan, we will have a Torah Study followed by the
Misheberach and Kaddish prayers. Please make a
commitment to attend a Torah Service so our Temple
can assure others there will, in fact, be a formal Torah
Service including reading from the Torah.

WED
1

THURS
2

6

No Religious
School

10 a.m.
Crafter’s Club

7

8

9

4 p.m. Hebrew
School at Temple

12

13

9 a.m.
Religious
School (Tu
B’Shevat Seder)

4

10

11

7 p.m. Shabbat
Service / Oneg
hosted by Jeff &
Deirdre Hill

7 p.m. Temple
Board Meeting

Rabbi Returns

3

SAT

7 p.m. Shabbat
Service / Oneg
hosted by Sal &
Elaine Charhon in
memory of
Avraham Charhon

No Hebrew School

Rabbi Away
5

FRI

Rabbi Away

14

15

10 a.m. Book
Club (And The
Mountains
Echoed)

4 p.m. Hebrew
School at Temple

16

17

18

Tu B’Shevat

7 p.m. MLK
Service with Faith
Tabernacle Baptist
Church

10:30 a.m. Torah
Service*

23

24

25

7 p.m. Shabbat
Service / Oneg

Shabbat on the
Slopes at Gore
Mountain

Shofar Deadline

12 p.m.
Ritual/Pulpit
Committee
Meeting

19
No Religious
School

26
9 a.m.
Religious
School

20

21

22

4 p.m. Hebrew
School at Temple

MLK

27

Rabbi Returns

28

29

7 p.m. Temple
Board Meeting

4 p.m. Hebrew
School at Temple

30

31
7 p.m. Shabbat
Service / Oneg
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Temple Beth El History
“Be Thou a Blessing”
[This is the first excerpt from a history paper written by Ella Cline, covering the period from
June, 1937, through October, 1938. She called it, “Be Thou a Blessing.”]
Dedicated to JULIA JACOBSON.*
A week ago Sunday, on October the second [1938], Rabbi Gelfman was inducted into
the rabbinate by Rabbi Price on our flower-decorated pulpit in a ceremony that was touching and aweinspiring. Both rabbis are from Springfield, Massachusetts. Rabbi Samuel Price has served the same
congregation there for twenty-five years; Rabbi Harold F. Gelfman was graduated from the Hebrew College
for Rabbis at Cincinnati last June and has been our rabbi one month. This is his first resident post. During
his very fine address, Rabbi Price told us that our young rabbi had been one of the most promising pupils in
his religious school years ago; and that he had encouraged him to enter the hard field of the rabbinate. Will
it be possible for Rabbi Gelfman to emulate still further the example of his rabbi and teacher, and keep his
post twenty-five years?
Our past record does not indicate any such probability. Again, as in the year before last, three rabbis have
filled our pulpit from one season of High Holydays through the next: Rabbi Klausner, Dr. Ruskin, and now
Rabbi Gelfman.
Now, each man that has served us as rabbi has been duly ordained, is a man of great learning, of high ideals;
eager, as far as he is able, to help us solve our problems, to guide us to a better, fuller, happier way of life, to
bring to us harmony and peace. We must not forget that whether a rabbi suits the congregation perfectly, is
universally liked and admired; or whether, as is sometimes the case, a rabbi does not fully harmonize with
the mood of the majority, each man that comes to serve us, nevertheless, is a qualified rabbi. If we
remember that very important and inescapable fact, that the measure for a rabbi can never be the same as
for any other young man about town, we may not be so quick to criticize. We may not keep the same rabbi
for twenty-five years; but, on the other hand, we might not change so often.
Yet, in a way, it may be a privilege to come into contact with so many specially-trained men; possibly, we
even gain by our frequent changes. Be that as it may. We should be grateful for the fact that this splendid
building remains in one place, that the Congregation and the Sisterhood remain fairly constant and continue
to function well and enthusiastically.
There is no need to enumerate the many activities of the Sisterhood during the winter under the able
management of our president, Mrs. Slater. You have already heard many reports on that subject.
* Julia Jacobson, widow of the Temple's first President, Julius Jacobson, was at this time the Honorary President of the Sisterhood
and the Congregation. The Jacobsons were among the founders of Temple Beth El and its earliest benefactors. Our first
services and Religious School classes were conducted in a hall above the Jacobsons' Glen Street clothing store. As a plaque
above the Sanctuary entrance commemorates, Mrs. Jacobson and her sister, Carrie Goldstein, commissioned all the furnishings
for our sacred space, including the Art Deco fixtures we continue to enjoy today.
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Contributions
GENERAL FUND

Thank You, Katie Weaver!:
Robert & Barbara Rosoff
Thank You, Jeff Hill, Martha Searleman, and Rabbi
Durbin for the Meaningful Memorial Service for Rabbi
Sobel:
Elaine Sobel & Family

2013 APPEAL
The 2013 Appeal Fund is still growing! Although the
fundraising drive does not end until June 30, 2014, the
close of the Temple fiscal year, more than $16,000 has
already been pledged. Our goal for this year’s appeal is
$25,000.
Temple Beth El is counting on you. Thank you very much
to those who have already donated or made a pledge:
Steve Adler & Karen Marks
Salomon & Elaine Charhon

Speedy Recovery to Florence Handen:
Helene Rudnick

Tim & Frann Flatley
Dr. Orel Friedman
Deena Gill

In Memory of Nana:

Phil & Erma Gordon

Sofie & Mattea Rice

John & Ann Hall
th

In Honor of Orel Friedman’s 100 Birthday:
The Schroon Lake Friedmans

Jack & Lois Hellman
Robert & Carol Kafin
Eric Krantz & Cheryl Tucker
Ralph Leinoff

Full & Speedy Recovery to Gilda Siegel:
Dr. Orel Friedman

Phil & Kathy Naftaly
Richard & Jane Reisman
Joan & Allan Rhodes

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Sandy & Martha Searleman
Mike & Lynn Seidel

Complete Recovery & Good Health to Gilda Siegel,
Florence Handen, and Ruth Heller:
Norm & Sylvia Kudan

Judith Metzner Shepherd
Mike & Gilda Siegel
Paul & Ann Silk
Martin & Maxine Wasserman

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc.
38 Geer Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
518-792-2010
Scrap Metal Processors
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Joan Weill

We Remember
Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals
will be recited in Temple on the noted dates:
January 3
Nathan Barry, *Walter Cohen, *Ruth Didakow,
Anna Fogel, Ella Friedman, *Louis L. Ginsburg,
Beverly Helman, Monroe Kaphan, *Edith L.
Pawel, Bayla Schectman, *Herman Silver, Annette
Socher
January 10
Saul S. Agranov, *Samuel Armour, Charles S.
Drew, *Moses Murray Fallas, *William
Feigenbaum, Catherine Ginsburg, *Anna G.
Jacobson, Jean Kmiecik, Bertha Hess Liebman,
*Louis Nachman, Rebecca Proller, Betty Steiner,
*Morris Wasserman, Dr. Samuel Waterman,
*Sarah Wolf, *Berdie Yafa
January 17
*Joseph Bittman, Irving Comora, Herbert Creager,
*Dr. Jacques Grunblatt, Maya Helmstetter, Louis
Lazarus, *Marion Weinman Leopold, *Helen
Marcus, Izabella Savarin, *Harry Sobel, *Sheldon
Tucker
January 24
Sadie Barondess, *Jacob Fagelman, Lillian
Hattem, *Arthur Hecht, *Meyer Lunchick, *Louis
Mauer, Donald Miller, Mildred Miller, Louis
Perlman, Lillian Prail, Bernard Schenkel, Abe
Siegel, Fred Siegel, *Louisa Sommer, *Minnie
Spero Susman, Henry Wallace
January 31
*Max Burick, *Sadie Esner, *Charles Ginsburg,
*Abraham Kohn, *David Krantz, Matthew
Markowitz, *George B. Shepherd, Jr., Gertrude
Swartz, *Samuel Weissman, *Rose Winer
(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary)
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Joan Weill was presented with Hadassah's 27th annual
Leadership Award on November 24th, at a special
Hadassah program at The Glen at Hiland Meadows.
The presentation was made by Elaine Sobel, past
president of the chapter. "This prestigious award,"
explained Sobel, "is given to a member who has
demonstrated leadership not only in Hadassah activities
but in the Jewish and secular communities, also."
A Life Member of Hadassah, Weill has been active within
the chapter as mail receiver for the chapter. She is also co
-founder of the chapter's book discussion group and
has been chairperson and leader of the group since its
inception eight years ago.
Since moving to Queensbury, she has been active at
Congregation Shaaray Tefila, serving as both a member of
the congregation's Board of Trustees and as President of
the Sisterhood.
In addition, as a certified librarian she is in charge of the
congregation's library.
After obtaining her BA in American history and literature at
Syracuse University, she worked for a year at Rochester
Public Library as a librarian trainee. This experience
convinced her to obtain her MLS from the University of
Denver Library School. She worked as a professional
librarian at New York Public Library, White Plains Public
Library and lastly Yonkers Public Library. At Yonkers
Public Library she was founder, President and Chief
Negotiator for its union.
Other activities include serving as President and Book
Discussion Chair for AAUW, Pearl River Branch, docent
for the Rockland County Historical Society and as
Commanders of US Coast Guard Auxiliary and the US
Power Squadron. She is currently also an active member
of AAUW Adirondack Branch and Aging in Place.
Sunny Buchman
Sunnybuchman@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday!
Donna Futia (1/1), Robert Kafin (1/1), Jonathan Segan
(1/2), Phillip Naftaly (1/5), Aaron O’Brien (1/5), Maxwell
De Marco (1/7 – 5 years old!), Kenneth Schwartz (1/7),
Scott Wodicka (1/8), Benjamin Brown (1/11—25 years
old!), Benjamin Steuer (1/11 – 6 years old!), Rebecca
Steuer (1/11 – 6 years old!), Olivia Steuer (1/11 – 6 years
old!), Stuart Wieder (1/12), Daniel Katz (1/13),
Monica Corton (1/21), Tom O’Brien, Jr. (1/24),
Ronald Binns (1/25), Matthew Brender (1/27),
Sidney Hellman (1/27), Ralph Leinoff (1/28)

Shabbat on the
Slopes
January 25th with Congregation
Gates of Heaven at Gore Mt. (time
TBA)
February 15th (West Mountaintime: 10 am)
March 8th (West Mountain—
Havdallah ski – 6 pm)

Condolences
Nancy E. Burritt, daughter of Temple member Arnold Slawsby and the late Eileen Slawsby, mother of Mark
(Lisa) Burritt, grandmother of Ashley and Abigail Burritt, and sister of Marilyn (Dr. Barry) Fenton, Karen
Hahn, and Temple memberGail Hamel (David Cerri), passed away on Monday, November 18, 2013 at the
age of 68.
Anita Lieberman, mother of Wendy (Greg) Pyle, Bill Lieberman (Rita Jones), and Temple member David
(Susan) Lieberman, grandmother of Jeremy, Devin, and Zachary Pyle and Temple member Molly Lieberman,
and great-grandmother of Emily and Jacob Pyle, passed away on December 18, 2013 at the age of 89.

Call Katie in the Temple Office to advertise your business in the Temple
Beth El’s monthly issue of the Shofar

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home

STEWART & RHODES, P.C.

53 Quaker Road

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Washington Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone (518) 792-2117

Queensbury, New York 12804
P: 518-792-1114
F: 518-792-1287
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Get Well Soon

Appreciation

Kayra Balente, Erica Bartholomew, Donald
Bartlett, Dan Beldy, Jean Berg, Marcus Berg,
Louise Binns, Ronald Binns, Robin Cohen, Mia
Corton, Maureen Estberg, Elaine Faller, Victor
Friedman, Nettie Furman, Alan Gartner, Dawn
Gideon, Jacqueline Gordon, Mark Grunblatt, Seth
Gutman, Carol Higgins, Anita Johnson, Edith Katz,
Sheldon Kramer, Howard Krantz, Elliott Lang,
Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Levy, Diane Martin,
Leonard Meyers, John Mowka, Richard Muller,
Lester Nadler, Jessica Panebianco,
Dorris Pock, Edie Rudnick, Bob
Savarin, Sonny Segan, David
Setzer, April Solomon, Jane
Stuebing, Alfred Supe, Judy Supe,
Carole Wells

To Barbara Rosoff for hosting an Oneg in
December in celebration of all those celebrating a
December birthday.
To David Coleman for hosting an Oneg in
December in memory of Sharon Coleman.
To Bill Brender for hosting an Oneg in
December in memory of Edward Brender.

Book Club
Here are the books that we will be reading and
discussing:
January 14: And the Mountains Echoed by
Khaled Hosseini
February 11: The World to Come by Dara Horn
Happy reading,

Karen Marks
Officers & Board of Trustees
President: Stephen Adler
Vice President: Matt Levin
Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin
Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly
Immediate Past President: Barbara Rosoff
Trustees: Mark Fleischer, Jack Hellman, Jeffrey Hill, Dave Lieberman,
Jennifer Nadler, Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Judith Metzner
Shepherd, and Larry Silver

Committees
Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman
Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel
Membership Chair, David Lieberman
Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly
History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd
House Chair, Larry Silver
Religious School Chair, Rabbi Durbin
Rabbi Durbin and
President Stephen Adler will be
ex-officio members of all committees.

Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York
12801-2813

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rabbi Matthew J. Durbin
Phone: 518-792-4364
Fax: 518-792-4336
office@glensfallstemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated,
traditional, intermarried & nontraditional families and individuals.

The Shofar
Editors:

Phyllis Brown
Lois Hellman
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Editorial Assistant:

Katie Weaver

Writing for the Shofar? Think Ahead!
Writing something for the Shofar? REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES. Articles and announcements for the
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired
publication date. The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the
Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible. The Shofar is published before the first day of
each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements.
Remember: If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as
early as the issue preceding the event. And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket
or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance. Even for
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers
to “save the date”!
The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions. E-mail submission (office@GlensFallsTemple.com) is
preferred. Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment. If you lack internet access, you may
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens
Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline.

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the February issue of the Shofar
is Wednesday, January 15!

