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THE ARK OF THE UNIVERSE

Inside this issue:

[During the course of the Jewish year 5775, as Temple Beth El celebrates its 90th
anniversary, I would like to share with our congregants a series of reflections on the
organizations of the Reform Jewish movement in North America. This month of
teiveit/ January, I will focus on the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, a
project of the Joint Commission on Peace and Justice of the Union for Reform
Judaism/Central Conference of American Rabbis.]
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This month the country will observe the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as a
national holiday. Significantly, this holiday is the only day on the civil calendar which
memorializes the life of a religious leader. (It is worth noting that there are still folks
among us, half a century after Dr. King’s ministry, who actually knew the civil rights
leader in the flesh, and we must note the baleful fact that, but for an assassin’s bullet,
Rev. King could yet be living in our midst. Fifty years after this black Moses was shot
on a motel balcony in Memphis, a full accounting of his murder remains to be reported
to the American people.)
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As Reform Jews, we can assert a claim to have “skin in the game” with respect to the
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the civil rights struggles of the Sixties,
Seventies, and beyond. Ironically, the Voting Rights Act, which has occasioned so
much debate lately, was drafted in the presence of UAHC President Maurice
Eisendrath at the Social Action Center on Massachusetts Avenue in Washington, DC
in 1965. Nearly fifty years after that bold exercise of Reform social justice, the
Religious Action Center today is still fighting racist forces in the South who seek to
roll back the right of suffrage exercised by African-Americans in the states of the
former Confederacy.
A former director of the RAC, Albert Vorspan, once declared that it is the CCAR and
the leadership of the Reform Jewish movement which determines whether the local
Reform temple, “sits on the corner in its moral splendor or whether it will be a force
for change in the life of the community.” Here, at Temple Beth El, we have heard that
challenge over the years. Every January, on a Shabbat close to MLK Day, we host the
congregation of the Faith Tabernacle Baptist Church of Glens Falls at our evening
service. I have already met with Rev. Leonard A. Oates and begun the process of
planning for a Friday night service dedicated to the themes of civil rights and universal
human dignity. During the service, the church choir and Temple Beth El choir will join
in songs from the Civil Rights movement.
For those of our congregants with an interest in furthering the work of the Religious
Action Center in the nation’s capital, I encourage you to look up their website and
become better acquainted with the programs and initiatives of the RAC. Their web
address is rac.org. The RAC’s director, Rabbi David Saperstein, recently entered the
headlines when he was appointed by President Obama and confirmed by the Senate as
the first U.S. Ambassador for Religious Freedom.
(Continued on Page 2)
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THE ARK OF THE UNIVERSE
(Continued from Page 1)
One of the many, oft-quoted, lyrical statements attributed to Dr. King is, “The arc of the universe bends wide,
but it bends toward justice.” Surely that is a belief which draws its source from biblical antecedents, such as,
“Justice, justice shall you pursue.” [parashat shoftim, Deut. 16:20] For our forebears, and for the Sages who
led and taught them, “The sword enters the world because of justice delayed and justice denied.” [pirkei avot]
In other words, Dr. King’s “arc of the universe” begins its trajectory from the Ark of the Covenant and ends
in a world where universal fraternity and compassion reign over the human family like a wise and benevolent
king.

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald
Café Beth El featuring The John Lawrence Trio
Saturday, January 17, 2015
Doors open at 7:30 p.m.; Show starts at 8 p.m.
Tickets: $13 in advance; $15 at the door
John Lawrence performs classic hits with
powerful vocals and an impressive guitar style,
accompanied by Jack Benedetti on bass and
vocals and Carol Strasser on piano and vocals!
Their sample song list includes Country
(Country Roads, Always on My Mind), Easy
Listening (She Believes in Me,Your Song),
Pop/Rock (Kiss Me in the Dark, Run Away Train), and Standards (Under my
Skin, If I were a Carpenter). Come and enjoy hits from the last 60 years!
Israeli-style falafels and desserts, as well as hot and cold beverages, will be
available for purchase. This is a BYOB (Bring Your Own Bottle) event! If you
would like, please bring a bottle of wine to enjoy during the show.
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January 2015
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THURS
1

New Year’s Day

FRI

SAT

2

3

7 p.m. Shabbat

10:30 a.m. Torah

Service

Study

9

10

6 p.m. Family

10:30 a.m. Torah

Service / Potluck
Dinner / Oneg
hosted by the
Charhon Family

Study

16

17

7 p.m. Martin
Luther King

10:30 a.m. Torah
Study

Temple Office
Closed

4

5

7

8

7 p.m. Temple
Board Meeting

No Religious
School

11

6

12

9:15 a.m.
Religious
School

13

14

15

10 a.m. Book
Club (Me Before
You by Jojo
Moyes) See p. 8

10:30 a.m.
Yiddish for
Beginners class
with Rabbi Ronald

Shofar Deadline

21

22

Service / Oneg
8 p.m.: Café Beth
El (Doors open at
7:30 p.m.)
featuring the John
Lawrence Trio
See p. 2

12 p.m.
Ritual/Pulpit
Committee
Meeting

18
No Religious
School

19

20

10:30 a.m.
Yiddish for
Beginners class
with Rabbi Ronald

Martin Luther
King Day
Temple Office
Closed

25
9:15 a.m.
Religious
School

26

27

28
10:30 a.m.
Yiddish for
Beginners class
with Rabbi Ronald

29

23

24

7 p.m. Shabbat

Service / Oneg

10:30 a.m. Torah
Study

30

31

7 p.m. Shabbat

10:30 a.m. Torah
Study

Service / Oneg
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President’s Message

[Adapted from an address at the Shabbat service on December 19, 2014.]
As I write this message, we are preparing for Hanukkah celebrations. The Hebrew letters on the dreidel
represent a very inspiring phrase: A Great Miracle Happened There. Well, at least that is what “our” dreidel
says. If we were in Jerusalem, our dreidel would depict, A Great Miracle Happened Here.
This year, here at Temple Beth El, we deserve to use the latter statement, “A Great Miracle Happened Here.”
For 90 years, against what could feel like immense odds, our congregation has stood the test of time. Here we
are. Strong, energetic, and keeping the light of Reform Judaism lit for all to see.
This was evident as we welcomed Dr. William Dever and his wife, Dr. Pamela Gaber, to our congregation for
a great weekend. Lectures from archaeologists’ perspective were great to hear and quite thought provoking.
We saw more than 50 people from our congregation, as well as the broad community come to hear this
talented and scholarly couple. As always, Temple and our community put its best foot forward to host this
year’s Rabbi Richard J. Sobel Lecture series. Thank you to all who pitched in to make this a spectacular
weekend.
This got me thinking more about Rabbi Sobel and the Latke Fest Event. I want to leave you with one of my
many fond memories of Rabbi Sobel. With his warm spirit and wry smile in religious school, I remember him
teaching us this song:
Latke, latke, latke
I made it out of clay.
And when I went to eat it
my stomach said, “Oy Vey!”
Wishing you and your family warmth and inspiration from the glowing lights of Hanukkah.

Matt Levin
Hanukkah, Chanukah, Hannukah, Hanuka... ?
The holiday is over, but the spelling confusion is not. If you are an astute reader of the Shofar, you may have
noticed that the spelling of the word 'Hanukkah' used in this publication has changed from time to time.
The fact is, Hanukkah is a Hebrew word, and therefore there are a number of acceptable spellings in English,
and our rabbis have each preferred a different spelling. But this inconsistency has presented frequent editorial
confusion. An internet search indicates that Hanukkah is the #1 preferred spelling, with Chanukah as a close
runner-up. Hanukkah is also the spelling selected for use by the URJ.
So, as of the publication of this edition of the Shofar, following the guidance of our Rabbi, and with the
recognition of the spelling used by the URJ, we have agreed to use Hanukkah as our default spelling from
now on. Hopefully, we will all remember this a year from now!

The Editors
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Temple Beth El History
“Life, Thy Most Precious Gift”
[This is an excerpt of Ella Cline's final volume of Temple Beth El history, covering the period
from October, 1938, through May, 1942. She called it, “Life, Thy Most Precious Gift.”]
In May, 1941, Mrs. Irving Heine was elected president of our Sisterhood. Mr. Milton
Schosberg was elected president of the Congregation. A final luncheon in June, vanishing
card parties, a formal dinner at Fan and Bill's, work for the Night of Stars, filled the
summer pleasantly enough. At the September meeting of the Sisterhood, it was voted
unanimously to admit women to our Sisterhood, friends of the Temple, who were not
affiliated with the Congregation. The children of such members would be required to pay for Sunday School
privileges, adults to pay to attend the High Holydays services.
A bronze memorial tablet has been placed inside the Chapel in memory of Julia Jacobson, whom we all knew
as Mother Jacobson. It faces a similar bronze tablet on the opposite wall that honors Julius Jacobson, her
husband and the first president of Beth-El. This year, the many friends of Charles Gelman, who died on April
18, 1941, placed a bronze bulletin board on the wall of the entrance hall in his blessed memory.* Charles
Gelman had been a loyal friend and a good neighbor. Every Jew in town was justly proud of him as a fellow
Jew, of his good will toward all mankind, of his many, often hidden, charitable deeds. A large, American flag
decorates our Chapel, given by Mrs. Metzner in memory of her brother, Julius Finklestein.
We have acquired several pleasant habits as the years slowly passed. Such as congregational meetings after
services the first Friday every month, so that everyone interested in Beth-El may know what is going on and
help by wise counsel in the good work. Our amateur choir has become a habit. There is even a junior choir
in the making! We have gained thirteen new [Sisterhood] members and have had no resignations.
Numerically, we are now the second-largest Jewish women's organization here.
Mrs. Heine has been a very capable and inspiring president for a year, ably assisted by Mrs. Kohn as first
vice- president, Miss Elsa Bronne as second vice-president, Mrs. Louis Brown as treasurer, Mrs. Irving
Sharlet as secretary, and a long list of able chairmen of committees. There are plans for an active summer.
*The referenced entrance is the front door on Marion Avenue. The current entrance is part of an addition to the building in the 1960's.

Appreciation
To the Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York for its generous support of the Temple’s youth programs for
Hanukkah.
To Saratoga Olive Oil Company, Jacobs and Toney, and Hannaford Supermarkets, for their generous contributions
to Latke Fest.
To Phyllis Brown, Temple member and owner of DragonWing Arts, for creating another spectacular,
original Golden Latke trophy (her fourth!) for Latke Fest.
To Steve & Karen Adler for hosting an Oneg in December in memory of Lydia Adler.
To Bill Brender for hosting an Oneg in December in memory of Edward Brender.
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An Expression of Sympathy and Support
At our Hanukkah Shabbat service on December 19, 2014, I shared with the Congregation a compassionate letter from
the Rev. John Barclay, pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Glens Falls. In separate letters to me and to Rabbi Boaz
Marmon, spiritual leader of Congregation Shaaray Tefila, Rev. Barclay strongly disavowed, on behalf of himself and his
parishioners, an action taken last summer by the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. [On June 20, 2014, the denomination’s
General Assembly passed a resolution recommending the divestment of interests in three corporations “whose products
it believes contribute to the Israeli occupation of Palestine . . . .” In enacting the resolution, the delegates disclaimed any
connection with the nine-year-old movement of Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions which seeks to isolate Israel
academically and economically until Israel accedes to sweeping territorial and political demands.]
In his very forceful letter-of-protest, my colleague, Pastor Barclay, made it clear that he and his parishioners were not
persuaded by the advocates of this resolution. As he indicated in his letter to Rabbi Marmon of Shaaray Tefila and to me,
I have been distressed about this action taken by our national denomination’s governing body . . . this motion was
passed by a very narrow majority . . . and has resulted in widespread disagreement within the Presbyterian Church
U.S.A. While we are under no illusion that our action in passing this motion will heal the hurt and sadness caused
by the action of our General Assembly last June, we do hope it will express something of our sympathy with and
support for our Jewish brothers and sisters, and for the nation of Israel as it tries to ensure that its citizens live in
peace and safety.
In my response to Rev. Barclay on the sixth day of Hanukkah, I offered a summary Jewish defense against the BDS
movement:
The movement organized to boycott the Jewish state is inimical to Christian values and western history, in my
humble opinion. I have members of my own community who recall seeing Jewish businesses boycotted. Those of
us who grew up in the 1960’s and 1970’s remember the Arab boycott of the Jewish state. Not all of the current
organizers of the BDS movement are inveterate anti-Semites, but their political actions are objectively antiSemitic. If human rights are indeed their agenda, where is the boycott of China over slave prison labor, the
boycott of Saudi Arabia over the subjugation of women or the boycott of Russian over the suppression of the
media and the LGBT community? These folks are burdened by a very selective sense of indignation.
At a time on university campuses across North America and in other western lands, when Jew-baiting and ganging up on
Zionism and Zionists is once more tolerable, we may draw comfort from those stalwart groups and individuals, such as
our friends at First Presbyterian here in Glens Falls, who chose to sail against the wind currents of the prevailing
Zeitgeist, and stand up for the rights of an embattled minority. As the late Yiddish writer and Nobel laureate, I. B.
Singer, observed, “The Jewish people suffer from many diseases and many maladies. Amnesia is not one of them.”
Just as we will not forget those who lent aid and comfort to the foes of the Jewish state, so we shan’t forget our friends
and allies who stood with Israel and the Jewish community when times are tough. Likewise we should always remember
the kind words of our good friend, Pastor Barclay.
As a Jewish American, I draw the lesson from this episode that in this country, we do not suffer from the fate of Jews in
other lands, often living on islands of civility in a sea of hostility. Here in the United States, we still live under the
guarantee promised by President Washington to the Jewish congregations in all 13 states at his inauguration, “The
government of the United States will give to bigotry no sanction.”
This year, the Festival of Lights was celebrated at the White House by Washington’s successor, President Obama.
Despite a few troubling exceptions, we are still blessed to live under that original promise to our people.

Rabbi Jeff Ronald
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A BUSY DECEMBER AT TEMPLE BETH EL
Filled with celebration, service, and sorrow, last month was one of the busiest I can remember at Temple Beth El.
Repeatedly, I was reminded why I am proud to be a member of this Congregation.
Sadly, the most significant event was bidding “farewell” to Dr. Orel Friedman, our oldest member and one of our
longest-tenured. Born in Glens Falls in 1913 and reared here and in Schroon Lake, Dr. Friedman returned to Glens
Falls in 1951 to practice otolaryngology and, except for travel and winters in the South, he never left. A pillar of
this community and this Congregation, he led an exemplary, fully Jewish, life for more than 101 years. It was a
privilege to know him.
Hanukkah (thankfully, not coinciding with Thanksgiving this year) gets better every
year. A Latke Fest highlight was the apron design by TRS student Ahva Heyman. The
aprons were sewn by TRS parent Allison Levin and her mother, Linda North! Latke Fest
is becoming a local institution, and it was good to have Der Kleiner Klezmer band return
for a second year. The latkes and condiments were delicious, and I was especially
pleased to see that a non-traditional recipe, Dan Rice's Yummy Yucca latkes, could win
the Golden Latke, the grand prize. Speaking of the Golden Latke, Phyllis Brown did
another outstanding job creating the unique trophy awarded to Dan for his achievement.
A team from the Religious School did a stellar job in its first competition, and I was glad
to encounter new competitor Hometown Smoothies and Eatery, whose delicious latkes were accompanied by
luxurious condiments. I see their menu features matzo ball soup, which I am eager to try.
For the first time, our Hanukkah dinner was combined with the Religious School Hanukkah party, and it made a
lively event, with entertainment by Absolute Sound DJ Chas. A delicious meal was provided by Monahan Chase
Caterers, with desserts contributed by members of the Congregation. The Jewish Federation of Northeastern New
York helped sponsor the children's entertainment. Our guests at the dinner included three Israeli students from the
Eshkol area, visiting the Capital District as part of the Federation's participation in the Partnership 2Gether
Program that pairs communities in the United States and Israel.
On Christmas Day, some generous volunteers from Temple Beth El, adults and youth, postponed their traditional
Chinese food forays to prepare and serve a holiday meal at the Open Door mission.
For me, nothing wonderful that happened in December can compete with the visit and lectures by Dr. Pamela
Gaber and Dr. William G. Dever. If you enjoy reading the Temple's newly-subscribed issues of Biblical
Archaeology Review, you will frequently see Dr. Dever's name, as he has worked in Israel for many years,
directing important excavations and leading a renowned scholarly institution. He has appeared on cable television
and PBS. His wife, Dr. Gaber, is an archaeology professor and directs the excavation of a Bronze-age site at
Idalion, Cyprus. Our extraordinary opportunity to host these well-known scholars for a weekend arose only
because our Rabbi is their long-time friend. Dr. Gaber graced our pulpit at the Shabbat service on December 5,
2014, discussing the different paths to a creation story and a world-view, including that of the matriarchal society
she studies in Cyprus. On Saturday evening, December 6, we had the rare privilege of a presentation by Dr.
Dever, who spoke about the content of his latest book, the lives of ordinary people in ancient Israel in the 8 th and
7th Centuries, B.C.E.
What a month!

Judy Metzner Shepherd
.
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Torah Portions

10 Minutes of Torah

January 3

Sign up to receive a one-page e-mail each day on a topic of Jewish interest.
It only takes 10 minutes a day to get started on a lifelong journey. Spend
10 minutes a day — and before you know it you’ll have completed 100
hours of Torah study! All you need to do is find ten minutes a day to “do
Torah.” Reform Jews committed to having Judaism in their daily lives are
encouraged to participate in 10 minutes a day for 5 days each week of
personal connection to a Jewish text, issue or topic. For example:
Monday—Reform Voices of Torah; Tuesday—NFTY at 75; Wednesday—
Israel Connection; Thursday—Celebrating Jewish Arts and Culture;
Friday—Weekly Update with Ten Minutes of Torah and Weekly News
Updates. Select all five days or any combination. Each weekday morning,
an e-mail will be delivered to your inbox for you to study at your
convenience. Sign up for 10 Minutes of Torah by visiting:
www.reformjudaism.org/learning/ten-minutes-torah. Take your study of 10
Minutes of Torah to the next level by signing up for Eilu V’eilu.

va-yechi
Gen. 47:28-50:26
Pr. I Kings 2:1-12
January 10
shemot
Ex. 1:1-6:1
Pr. Is. 27:6-28:13; 29:22-23
January 17
va-era
Ex. 6:2-9:35
Pr. Ez. 28:25-29:21
January 24
bo
Ex. 10:1-13:16
Pr. Jer. 46:13-28
January 31
shirah
Ex. 13:17-17:16
Pr. Judges 4:4-5:31

Book Club
Here is the book that we
will be reading and

Help Support
Temple Beth El
Celebrate Temple’s 90th Anniversary
with a Commemorative Ceramic
Coffee Cup

discussing:
January 13, 2015: Me
Before You by Jojo Moyes
Happy reading,

Karen Marks Adler

$18.00 each. Please submit payment to:
Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue, Glens Falls, NY 12801

teiveit 5775 / January 2015
mazal tov!

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,
STEWART & RHODES, P.C.

To Camille and Scott Wodicka, on the
engagement of their son, Justin, to Regina
Bennett. Justin is a first-year student at the
Washington and Lee University School of
Law, in Lexington, VA.
To Dan Rice, for
winning the Golden
Latke trophy at
Latke Fest for his
Yummy Yucca
Latkes—the first
time a nontraditional,
“twisted” latke has
won the grand prize.
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Washington Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone (518) 792-2117

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home
53 Quaker Road
Queensbury, New York 12804
P: 518-792-1114
F: 518-792-1287

To the Temple Religious School students,
who took second place at Latke Fest, in their
first appearance at the competition.
To Jack Hellman, who won the Latke fest
competition for the best condiments.

Officers & Board of Trustees

Committees

President: Matt Levin

Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman

Vice President: Jack Hellman

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd

Immediate Past President: Stephen Adler

House Chair, Larry Silver

Trustees: Rebecca Charhon, Jeffrey Hill, Dave Lieberman,
Barbara Rosoff, Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz,

Religious School Director, Chris Levy

Judith Metzner Shepherd, and Larry Silver

ex-officio members of all committees.

Temple’s rabbi and president will be

The Shofar
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Contributions
GENERAL FUND

GENERAL FUND

In Honor of Christine McDonald:

In Honor of Judith Metzner Shepherd:

Kathleen Sinnott

Bonnie Yanklowitz

Welcome Back, Jay & Hilary Wasserman:

In Memory of Mel Bittman:

Judith Metzner Shepherd

Donald Schwartz

Welcome New Members, Richard & Janet Goldstein
Judith Metzner Shepherd
In Honor of Steve & Karen Adler’s Names being added to
the Mitzvah Plaque:
Myron & Barbara Rapaport

Bonnie Yanklowitz
In Memory of Sandra Suckman:
Bonnie Yanklowitz
In Memory of Eileen Slawsby:
Bonnie Yanklowitz

Bonnie Yanklowitz
In Honor of the Birth of Knox Melvin Nason:
In Memory of Sharon Blitman Coleman:

Richard & Jane Reisman

Arthur & Barbara Blitman
In Honor of Rabbi Jeffrey Ronald’s Installation:
In Memory of Jeanette Lewis Daniels Chait:

Richard & Jane Reisman

Mike & Gilda Siegel
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Memory of Dr. Orel Friedman:
Ann Bennett
Dan & Phyllis Brown
Norman & Mary Enhorning

In Honor of their Grandchildren, Zevan and Summer
Solomon:
Paul & Ann Silk

Norman Harvey

In Appreciation of Drs. William Dever & Pamela Gaber:

Jack & Lois Hellman

Judith Metzner Shepherd

Eric Krantz & Cheryl Tucker

Larry Silver

Jeff, Chris, and Elizabeth Levy
Norman Radin & Terry Gottesman

In Honor and Appreciation of Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald:

Petty Reid

Hans Cherney

Richard & Jane Reisman

Beatriz Roman

Donald Schwartz
Sandy & Martha Searleman

ENDOWMENT FUND

Judith Metzner Shepherd

In Memory of Dr. Orel Friedman:

Mike & Gilda Siegel

Norman & Sylvia Kudan

Bonnie Yanklowitz

teiveit 5775 / January 2015
Contributions
ENDOWMENT FUND

In Honor of Steve & Karen Adler’s Names being added to
the Mitzvah Plaque:
Norman & Sylvia Kudan
In Memory of Mel Bittman:
Norman & Sylvia Kudan
TEEN REC ROOM FUND

In Appreciation of Henry Gartner:
Judith Metzner Shepherd
CEMETERY FUND

In Memory of Sherman Lichtman:
Ruth Lichtman
In Memory of Mel Bittman:
Judith Metzner Shepherd
2014 YOM KIPPUR APPEAL

In Memory of Dr. Orel Friedman:
Phil & Kathy Naftaly
General Donations:
Bonnie Abrams
Leah Conklin
Fred & Nancy Fagelman
Roger & Myriam Friedman
Paul & Betty Gancher
Florence Handen
Jonathan & Dale Nemer
Alan & Joan Rhodes
Robert & Barbara Rosoff
Mike & Lynn Seidel
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Temple Members Paul & Ann Silk kvell
Paul and Ann Silk want to congratulate their
grandchildren, Zevan and Summer Solomon, on
their outstanding accomplishments. Zevan, a
sophomore at Mount Tamalpais High School in Mill
Valley, California, is a straight A student, while
competing in track and cross country. Zevan
competed in the Northern California Sectional
Cross-country Meet, running a 17:34 for the hilly,
three-mile course, in a driving rain storm.
Summer, seventh-grader at Mill Valley Middle
School, is both a swimmer and a runner. Summer
unfortunately missed the A student goal with a B+
in math. Summer is a successful member of her
school’s cross-country team, but her real love is
swimming. Summer competes on the Scott Valley
Sea Serpents in the Marin Swim League and the
Marin Pirates in Swim, USA. Summer has
qualifying times for Junior Olympics in 50- and
100-meter back stroke, 100-meter butterfly, and
1650-meter (one-mile) free style.
Over the Thanksgiving weekend, the Solomon
Family spent the holiday with their East Coast
families. No Thanksgiving would be complete
without a Turkey Trot. April (Zevan and Summer’s
mother, and Ann and Paul Silk’s daughter),
Howard, Zevan, and Summer ran, along with Jill
(Ann and Paul Silk’s daughter), in the Saddle River
Turkey Trot. Summer finished first in her age
group. Zevan finished third in his age group. As a
family, they finished fourth overall in a field of
2500 runners.

Would you like to *kvell?
Please tell us about your children, grandchildren,
nephews, nieces or even those of your friends. If
they are alumni of our religious school we can
share your pride. If not, we can share your
happiness.
Among the things you might wish to tell us are where they went to school and any degrees or
accomplishments, military service, travels, current
place of residence, names of spouses or partners
and names and ages of their children. Tell us
about their careers and their lives.
Just type them up and send them to Katie for
inclusion in a future edition of the Shofar.
*kvell: to beam with intense pride and pleasure, most
commonly over the achievement of a child or grandchild.
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We Remember

Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on the noted dates:
January 2
Herman Aronson, *Walter Cohen, Anna Fogel, *Blossom Friedman, Ella Friedman, *Louis L.
Ginsburg, *Edith L. Pawel, Annette Socher
January 9
*Samuel Armour, Charles S. Drew, *Moses Murray Fallas, *William Feigenbaum, *Mary Gartner,
Catherine Ginsburg, *Anne G. Jacobson, Jean Kmiecik, Bertha Hess Liebman, *Louis Nachman,
Rebecca Proller, Alvin Rudnick, *Morris Wasserman, Dr. Samuel Waterman, *Sarah Wolf, *Berdie
Yafa
January 16
Nathan Barry, Avraham Charhon, Irving Comora, Herbert Creager, *William Erlanger, *Dr. Jacques
Grunblatt, Maya Helmstetter, Louis Lazarus, Julius Leinoff, Rose Leinoff, Mannie Lieberman,
*Helen Marcus, Morris Miller, Izabella Savarin, *Seymour Segan, *Sheldon Tucker
January 23
*Joseph Bittman, *Ruth Didakow, *Jacob Fagelman, Lillian Hattem, *Arthur Hecht, Beverly
Helman, *Marion Weinman Leopold, *Meyer Lunchick, *Louis Mauer, Donald Miller, Mildred
Miller, Louis Perlman, Lillian Prail, Bayla Schectman, Bernard Schenkel, *Herman Silver, *Minnie
Spero Susman, Henry Wallace
January 30
Saul Agranov, *Max Burick, *Charles Ginsburg, *David Krantz, Matthew Markowitz, *George B.
Shepherd, Jr., Gertrude Swartz, *Samuel Weissman, *Rose Winer
(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary)

Get Well Soon
Amy Austin, Kayra Balente, Ronald Binns, Patricia Brie, Hans Cherney, Mia Corton, Elliott
Friedman, Janet Friedman, Victor Friedman, Alan Gartner, Jacqueline Gordon, Mark
Grunblatt, Edith Katz, Sheldon Kramer, Howard Krantz, Elizabeth Levy, Jeff Levy, Mark
Lipschitz, Diane Martin, Ed Miltch, Sylvia Miltch, Dolly Morrisey, Richard Muller, Jessica
Panebianco, Allie Ronald, Edie Rudnick, Bob Savarin, Jane Stuebing, Carole Wells, Jody
Wexler
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Happy Birthday!
Donna Futia (1/1), Robert Kafin (1/1), Jonathan Segan (1/2), Phil Naftaly (1/5), Aaron O’Brien (1/5),
Maxwell De Marco (1/7), Kenneth Schwartz (1/7), Scott Wodicka (1/8), Glennis Swinson (1/8), Benjamin Brown
(1/11), Benjamin Steuer (1/11 – 7 years old!), Rebecca Steuer (1/11 – 7 years old!), Olivia Steuer (1/11 – 7 years
old!), Stuart Wieder (1/12), Daniel Katz (1/13), Monica Corton (1/21), Tom O’Brien, Jr. (1/24), Ronald Binns
(1/25), Matthew Brender (1/27), Sidney Hellman (1/27)

Condolences
Mel Bittman, passed away on Thursday, November 27, 2014 at
the age of 91. Mel was predeceased by his wife, Gloria Solomon
Bittman and is survived by his two children, Joel Bittman and
Laurie (Jonathan) Nelson; two granddaughters, Andrea (Jeff)
Tomberg and Meredith (Aaron) Peacock; and three greatgrandchildren, Asher Nelson, Jordan Michelle, and Jonah
Thomas. At the family’s request, a private burial was held at the
Temple Beth El Cemetery.

Adirondack Flames
Hockey Tickets

Temple Beth El Religious School
has discounted Adirondack Flames
Hockey Tickets available for the
January 3rd home game at the
Glens Falls Civic Center. The game
begins at 7:00 pm and features the
Jennifer Ruffing, best friend of Temple Beth El’s Katie
Adirondack Flames vs. the
Weaver, passed away on Tuesday, December 9, 2014 at the age
Rochester Americans. Tickets cost
of 42 after a long and courageous battle with cancer.
$15 each and a portion of the
Dr. Orel Friedman, passed away on Friday, December 12, 2014 proceeds will benefit Temple Beth
El youth programs and activities.
at the age of 101. Orel was predeceased by his wife, Blossom
Tickets can be purchased by calling
Levitz Friedman and is survived by his three children, Barbara
Plasse, Victor Friedman, and Beverly Seligson, as well as eleven Chris Levy at 518-796-8808.
grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren. A funeral service
in the Temple Beth El Sanctuary on December 15, 2014, was
followed by burial in the Temple Beth El Cemetery.

Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York
12801-2813

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald, MHL, DD
Phone: 518-792-4364
Fax: 518-792-4336
office@glensfallstemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated,
traditional, intermarried & nontraditional families and individuals.

The Shofar
Editors:

Phyllis Brown
Lois Hellman
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Editorial Assistant:

Katie Weaver

Writing for the Shofar? Think Ahead!
Writing something for the Shofar? REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES. Articles and announcements for the
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired
publication date. The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the
Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible. The Shofar is published before the first day of
each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements.
Remember: If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as
early as the issue preceding the event. And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket
or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance. Even for
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers
to “save the date”!
The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions. E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com)
is preferred. Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment. If you lack internet access, you may
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens
Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline.

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the February issue of the Shofar
is Thursday, January 15!

