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 Beach Party-Theme Family Service 

 & Dairy Potluck Dinner 
Please join us on Friday, June 6 at 6 p.m. for a Beach Party-theme Family 
Service, followed by a dairy potluck dinner and an Oneg.  Please call or e-mail 

Katie in the Temple Office to let her know what "ready-to-serve," dish you will 

be bringing to share.  The Oneg will be hosted by Nancy Goldstein in 

celebration of her grandson, Isaac, receiving his Hebrew name! 
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Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens Falls, New York 12801 

(518) 792-4364 * Office@GlensFallsTemple.com * www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

Affiliate member of the URJ since 1950 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

Thursday, June 12 at 7 p.m. 

 

Proposed Slate of Officers: 

President: Matt Levin 

Immediate Past President: Stephen Adler 

Vice President: Jack Hellman 

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks and Allison Levin 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Trustees: Rebecca Charhon, Jeff Hill, Dave Lieberman, Jennifer Nadler, Barbara Rosoff,  
Sandy Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Judy Shepherd, Larry Silver 

Farewell Picnic for Rabbi Durbin 

Saturday, June 7 at 1:30 p.m. 
 

Catering by Monahan Chase Caterers 

$18/Adult; $9/Child ages 6-12; Free for Children age 5 and under 

Reservations must be received on or before Friday, May 30, 2014. 

Please phone Katie in the Temple office to provide credit card and reservation information or mail 
your check to the Temple. 

 

Picnic Lunch: Brisket Sliders, Chicken Sliders, Caponata Sliders, Salad, Fruit, Dessert, & Beverages 

 

Marks/Adler Wedding Oneg 
 

Ross & Jonathan Marks ask that you join them on June 20, 2014 to share in their 

joy as they host the Oneg, following the 7 p.m. Torah Service, in celebration of 

their mother, Karen Marks’ marriage to Stephen Adler.  Please RSVP to Katie in 

the Temple Office before Wednesday, June 18th.   
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President’s Message: A Little Bit of Everything 
 

This is my last message as President of Temple, as my term ends on June 30th; thus I hope that you will indulge me for 

a few minutes. 
 

As Temple president in the mid-90’s, I immersed myself in learning all about Temple.  We had a few more members 

then, but we struggled financially, as we always have. 
 

Perhaps my memory that I was always asking for money is flawed.  Perhaps my recollection that we had more 

volunteers, and greater participation in activities, is similarly flawed.  However, I clearly remember my dream that, as 

my generation retired, we would rebuild a cadre of volunteers who would pitch in and make things happen.  It is 

interesting to note, and important to share with you, that we actually have a multi-generational cadre of volunteers 

who are stepping up to pursue the future of Temple.  We need more of you! 
 

In our school, we have student teacher’s aides, parents who are teachers and administrators, and older members who 

are volunteering to teach special subjects.  Our school is small, but it is filled with learning and fun, and our children 

will, I am certain, long remember and treasure their Temple school years. 
 

We have a young rabbi who came to us fresh from his studies, and, as he has grown into his role as our spiritual 

leader, he has furthered and enhanced our tradition as an egalitarian reform congregation, welcoming full participation 

in all of our observances and programs.  As Rabbi Durbin transitions to his new congregation, two points are 

important to share:  Our survey of Temple members clearly shows that we know who we are and what we want for 

our Temple, and what we need in a rabbi.  Our core values were clearly emphasized by all of you, you gave direction 

to the Search Committee, and the Search Committee is comprised of these generations of members, all of us actively 

involved in Temple, and all of us working hard to find a new leader who will be as responsive to your wishes as Rabbi 

Durbin has been. 
 

I know that you care about Temple, and that you understand the importance of maintaining a strong Jewish 

community in the greater Glens Falls area, and know that everyone of you, in your own way, can make a real 

contribution toward sustaining Temple Beth El. 
 

Please involve yourself in Temple activities.  Spend time with your Temple friends, and make new friends, and see for 

yourself all that we are doing. 
 

When we bring rabbinic candidates to Temple, attend as many activities designed to meet and greet the applicant as 

you can. 
 

Finally, as always, please give as much as you can to support Temple financially.  Help us close out the year without a 

deficit, and help us to defray all of the costs involved in bringing our rabbinic applicants to meet us.  We plan to make 

the best choice for a new rabbi to serve our congregation. 
 

Thank you for allowing me to be your president, and for all your support.  It has been my great pleasure, and a distinct 

honor, to serve you.  I look forward to my new journey in life with Karen, and we’ll see you at Temple! 
 

Fondly, 
 

Steve Adler, President 



Page 3 The June 2014 ShofarThe June 2014 ShofarThe June 2014 Shofar 

Rabbi’s Message 
 

There is a famous saying which comes from Proverbs which says, “As you teach, you learn.” As I think about 

my six years of being your rabbi and spiritual guide at Temple Beth El, I find myself constantly reflecting on 

this simple, yet complex quote from our tradition. Temple Beth El has been my spiritual home, a place that 

my family and I feel very comfortable and have embraced as our extended family. This community has 

watched our development grow, from a rabbi who came to the community engaged to your student rabbi, to 

now, leaving with a family of two little girls, who love and admire this congregation and its members 

immensely. This Temple and its members have been a tremendous source of support for me, witnessing my 

own personal growth and development. I have grown and learned; I have taught and guided many, who in 

turn, have provided me a great wealth of experience and perspective along this journey.   

With our departure comes change and transition. Change is never easy, it oftentimes is fraught with 

uncertainty and challenges. However, with change also come new and exciting opportunities, not only for the 

leadership, but for the congregation itself. We have seen great involvement in the last few years. We have 

shared in many simchas, shed many tears, welcomed new children and members into our Temple community 

and brought new and fresh ideas and programs to inject excitement and joy into our temple family. From our 

lively and enthusiastic Torah discussions on Shabbat morning, to our annual Latke Fest celebration for 

Chanukah, to our children creating and working on their own Shabbat liturgy for Pre/Confirmation, to our 

involvement of our religious school actively engaged in family services and excited about learning, to our 

involvement in the wider-community with our annual memorial service to Rev. Dr. King, to our adult 

education classes, Temple has a sense of energy and excitement which can be felt by all. I am sure that 

Temple will continue to harness this energy and propel it in the future as we continue. 

As we enter into the holiday of Shavout, the holiday when the Jewish people received the Torah, I am always 

inspired by the Torah and its teachings. The role of a rabbi, which I take with a great deal of honor and 

respect, is in its meaning. Rabbi means “teacher” and when I first came to this Temple my task was, and of 

course is, to bring the Torah to you, to my fellow congregants, members and friends. After reflecting on my 

six years of service to this community, I can honestly and truly say that you, Temple Beth El, have brought 

Torah to me.  

Thank you for teaching me and providing me with great insight! 

 

Rabbi Matthew Durbin 

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,  

STEWART & RHODES, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

One Washington Street 

Glens Falls, NY  12801 

Phone (518) 792-2117 

 

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home 

 

53 Quaker Road 

Queensbury, New York 12804 

P: 518-792-1114 

F: 518-792-1287 
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June 2014 

SUN MON TUE WED THURS FRI SAT 

1 

11 a.m. Annual 

Jack Lebowitz 

Young People’s 

Picnic at Ridin’-

Hy Ranch 

 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

Shavuot 

 

5 

 

6 

6 p.m. Beach 

Party-Theme 

Family Service / 

Potluck Dinner / 

Oneg in 

celebration of 

Isaac Goldstein 

receiving his 

Hebrew name 

7 

10:30 a.m. Torah 

Study with 

Candidate Rabbi 

Jeffrey Ronald 

 

1:30 p.m. 
Farewell Picnic 

for Rabbi Durbin 

8 9 10 

10 a.m. Book 

Club (The House 

at Riverton by 

Kate Morton)  

 

12 p.m. 
Ritual/Pulpit 

Committee 

Meeting 

11 12 

7 p.m. Annual 

Temple 

Congregational 

Meeting 

13 

7 p.m. Pre-

Confirmation 

Service / Oneg in 

celebration of 

Mason, Zoee, and 

Brooke 

14 

10 a.m. 
Confirmation 

Service Honoring 

Caila Eichin and 

Avery Hill  

15 16 

July/August 

Shofar 

Deadline 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

7 p.m. Torah 

Service / Oneg 

hosted by Ross & 

Jonathan Marks in 

celebration of 

Karen Marks & 

Steve Adler’s 

upcoming wedding 

21 

22 23 24 

7 p.m. Temple 

Board Meeting 

25 

 

26 27 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service / Oneg in 

celebration of 

Betty Gancher’s 

conversion 

28 

29 30  
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Temple Beth El History 
“Be Thou a Blessing” 

 

[This is the final excerpt from a history paper written by Ella Cline, covering the period from June, 

1937, through October, 1938. She called it, “Be Thou a Blessing.”] 
 

Sorrowfully we came to pay our respects to  our dear friend [Julia Jacobson] and to console her nearest living 

relative, Miss Carrie Goldstein, her only living sister, whose happiness, we somehow felt, had been left to our 

care. There was an impressive service Saturday evening at the home of Julia Jacobson by the Order of the 

Eastern Star, Chapter Ninety-five, of which order Mrs. Jacobson had been a member for many years and had 

held high office. 
 

On Sunday afternoon, the last rites were conducted in the Chapel by Rabbi Gelfman, youth bidding the aged 

Godspeed in man's final and greatest adventure, death. 
 

But our grief was tempered with admiration for a long life so wisely lived and so graciously ended. “Be thou a 

blessing” must have been the divine command to Julia Jacobson the day she was born, blessed she was while 

living and in dying, blessed many. 
 

The following religious and philanthropic institutions were remembered in Julia Jacobson's last will and 

testament:  Glens Falls Hospital, $1.000; Glens Falls Home, $200; Y.M.C.A. Glens Falls, $200; Glen Star 

Chapter 95, Order of the Eastern Star, $200; Jewish National Consumptive Hospital, Denver, Colorado, 

$2,000; Hebrew Orphan Asylum, Rochester, $500; Hebrew Farm School, Doyleston,  Pa., $500; Hebrew 

Union College, Cincinnati, $500; Jewish Institute of Religion, $500; Jewish Home for Aged, Syracuse, $200; 

Temple Society of Concord, Syracuse, $200; Hebrew Community Association of Glens Falls, $2,000; and 

Temple Beth El, $5,000. 
 

Thus was a life ended in a shower of good deeds as a sun might set amid the splendor of glowing colors  to 

rise on other, happier shores. 
 

Many times in the Bible is the blessing command given: “Be thou a blessing” to persons, to nations. As the 

years pass, as members come and go, we realize ever more clearly that to have a Temple and all the activities 

a Temple implies, is indeed a source of continued blessing in our midst. The building is but about a dozen 

years old, yet it already is as a memorial for many. Among all those so lovingly remembered, Julius and Julia 

Jacobson hold first place in our hearts. 
 

Let us then bravely resolve to make this Temple a living, active, growing institution, a blessing in this 

locality. Let us resolve to help Rabbi Gelfman by our unfailing attendance at divine services, by cooperating 

with him in every educational and social activity he may institute, giving him our best attention. Let us 

strongly resolve to withhold all hurtful criticism and not stint our praise. Let us remember that, no matter how 

pleasant a companion our young rabbi is proving himself to be, he is, before all else, a duly ordained rabbi 

whose induction into the rabbinate we have witnessed ourselves. He can be happy here only when he can 

carry on the religious and educational work he has been trained to do. Without the attendance and help of the 

congregation, he cannot do his work, and will not be happy here, and certainly will not remain for five-and-

twenty years. . . . 
 

Let us then bravely resolve, for his sake, for our sakes, and above all for the sake of the Jewish Community 

hereabouts, to work together, so that of us it might be said, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 

brethren to live together in unity.” 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

[Ella Cline], historian 

October, 1938 
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Mazel Tov!! 
Mazel Tov to new parents Beth and Eric Reed, grandparents  Chris and Jeff Levy, Barbara and Sheldon Kramer, Carl 
and Melinda Reed, and Temple Beth El's "baby whisperer" Aunt Elizabeth Levy, on the birth of Isabelle Hannah Reed. 
Isabelle was born May 6th, 2014 at Albany Medical Center. She is home, healthy and happy, residing with her parents 
in Niskayuna, NY. 

 

Mazel Tov to Mason Flatley, son of  Temple members Tim & Frann Flatley, for becoming a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, 
May 10th, 2014! 

 
Adirondack Theatre 

Festival is 
celebrating 20 years 

of professional 
summer theatre in 

Glens Falls! 
 

Tickets now on sale! ATFestival.org    (518)874-0800 

 

A CHRISTMAS MITZVAH? 
 

What if we served Christmas dinner at Temple Beth El? We have the talent, the facilities, and the willing volunteers to 

do something for others on Christmas Day. Can we work with the Open Door Mission to provide a Christmas turkey 

dinner, at our Temple, for up to 120 of their guests? We will need everyone's help to make this happen. This could 

become a major, social-action tradition for our congregation. 
 

The “Christmas Mitzvah” is a long-standing project in many cities, where Jewish volunteers substitute for Christian 

public service and non-profit workers who otherwise would have to work on Christmas Day. This is a little different. 

The idea came from one of our congregants, who happened to visit the Open Door the day before Christmas to deliver a 

donation of warm clothing. Our member was dismayed to find the dining room filled to capacity – with many young 

families among the guests! 
 

The concept:  A dinner, in a single seating, on the afternoon of December 25, in our Home Room, for up to 120 guests 

invited by the Open Door Mission. Turkey, with all the trimmings, served by our volunteers. Decorations. Possibly 

music and/or entertainment. Maybe gifts for children, or for all the guests. 
 

The funding and logistics: This is not in our budget, and depends on the generosity of volunteers and donors. We need to 

solicit in-kind and monetary donations, and do as much of the work as possible ourselves. We can seek help from food 

vendors, plant nurseries, and other businesses, and invite contributions of time and money from the community. WHAT 

WE NEED RIGHT NOW IS SOMEONE WITH ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS AND A PASSION FOR MAKING 

THIS HAPPEN to chair this event. 
 

How can you participate? You can volunteer to set up, cook, serve, clean up. If you are a child, you can help make 

decorations. If you will be out of town, or if you are an Interfaith family who will be celebrating Christmas with other 

relatives, there is plenty to do in advance, obtaining or making the things we will need, and recruiting volunteers and 

donations. 
 

What about the traditional Jewish Christmas – Chinese food? Don't worry. When we're setting up the Temple on 

December 24, we'll bring in plenty of Chinese goodies. 
 

Whether or not you are the wonderful person who will volunteer to coordinate this project, please call the Temple (792-

4364) right away with your ideas and to say how you will help! 
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TRS Wrap Up 
 

 In our humble opinion, the experiential curriculum this year at the Temple Religious School was a great 

success. We hope the TRS students and parents agree. 

 Several of the activities were suggested by the children. For example, Henry Gartner asked that David 

Coleman lead the school in making Kiddush cups to take home to use on Shabbat. He did, and the cups were 

fabulous. Maybe next year David would come back and everyone can make a cup to keep at school. This would 

reduce waste at snack time, and help create the warm, familiar environment at Temple that we’re shooting for. 

 Some of this year's activities helped make our presence better known in the Glens Falls community, as the 

kids put their work on display on the Temple property along Glen Street. We started off with a “Pinwheels for 

Peace” project, led by Phyllis Brown. The pinwheels spun joyfully in the grass (until it rained). 

 In the winter, Norm Schips joined us to direct the kids in building the Western Wall out of snow blocks, 

complete with prayers stuffed into the cracks. 

 Inside the school, the students made a Tree of Life out of toilet paper rolls. It was the best and most beautiful 

use of this kind of cardboard that any of us had ever seen. 

 In the Temple kitchen on several occasions, Elliott Heyman, Lois Hellman, and Larry Silver helped the kids 

cook up challah and seasonal snacks. 

 For Chanukah, everyone joined Suzanne Cohen in creating a joyful dance performance to the “Candlelight” 

song by the Maccabeats. 

 January brought us Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and the students made inspirational bookmarks that were 

distributed at the ecumenical service held at Temple to honor Dr. King's dedication to civil rights. 

 This year’s Purim Carnival had lots of great games and food and many Temple members participated in 

making it fun for the children. 

 We celebrated Passover with a kid-friendly 10-minute model Seder, complete with ritual foods to sample and 

chocolate desserts, and we actually finished the service in 30 minutes! The art of origami, taught to the students by 

the Hill family's Japanese exchange student, added some very interesting folded-paper plagues to our Temple Seder 

tables this year! 

 This spring, Phyllis Brown returned and under her tutelage, the students painted a lovely Shalom mural in the 

hallway upstairs at the Temple. Concrete never looked so good! 

 And recently, Ellen Katz took the kids on an activity-filled Tour of Israel that she and Elizabeth Levy created, 

including writing letters of support to Israeli soldiers. Students utilized their Religious School Passports, designed by 

Sara Rice, Dan Rice, and Lois Hellman, along their journey. What a great reminder of all the Jewish topics students 

learned about this year in preparation for this "trip." 

 On the last day of regular classes, we made bows and arrows to shoot at targets during a family picnic at 

Hovey Pond, a tribute to the story of Lag B’Omer. 

 Sara Rice, Elizabeth Levy, and Rabbi Durbin did a great job keeping the kids engaged in their Jewish and 

Hebrew classroom studies all year. A special thank you to our student aides, Avery Hill and Zoee Nadler, for their 

help. 

 The efforts of all the students and staff were reflected in the original Shabbbat services the classes prepared 

and led for Friday evening Family Services at Temple. These included a Glow-in-the-Dark Shabbat, Rock-'n-Roll 

Shabbat, and a Sports-themed Shabbat. 

 We look forward to the continuation of an activity-based Religious School next year, and welcome your ideas 

and participation.  

Have a great summer! 

Suzanne Seay, for the TRS Committee 
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Torah Portions 
 

June 7 

Be-Ha’alotcha 

Num. 8:1-12:16. 

Pr. Zech. 2:14-4:7. 
 

June 14 

Shelach 

Num. 13:1-15:41. 

Pr. Josh. 2:1-24. 
 

June 21 

Korach 

Num. 16:1-18:32. 

Pr. I Sam. 11:14-12:22. 
 

June 28 

Chukkat 

Num. 19:1-22:1; 28:9-15. 

Pr. Is. 66:1-24; I Sam. 

20:18, 42. 

 

10 Minutes of Torah 
 

Sign up to receive a one-page e-mail each day on a topic of Jewish interest. It only takes 

10 minutes a day to get started on a lifelong journey. Spend 10 minutes a day — and 

before you know it you’ll have completed 100 hours of Torah study!   All you need to do 

is find ten minutes a day to “do Torah.”  Reform Jews committed to having Judaism in 

their daily lives are encouraged to participate in 10 minutes a day for 5 days each week of 

personal connection to a Jewish text, issue or topic.  For example:  Monday—Reform 

Voices of Torah; Tuesday—NFTY at 75; Wednesday—Israel Connection; Thursday—

Celebrating Jewish Arts and Culture; Friday—Weekly Update with Ten Minutes of 

Torah and Weekly News Updates.  Select all five days or any combination.  Each 

weekday morning, an e-mail will be delivered to your inbox for you to study at your 

convenience.  Sign up for 10 Minutes of Torah by visiting: www.reformjudaism.org/

learning/ten-minutes-torah.  Take your study of 10 Minutes of Torah to the next level by 

signing up for Eilu V’eilu. 

 

 

Book Club 
Here are the books that we will be reading and discussing: 

June 10, 2014: The House at Riverton by Kate Morton 

September 9, 2014: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by 
Mark Haddon 

October 14, 2014: One Summer: America 1927 by Bill Bryson 

Please note that we do not meet in July and August.  I hope to see you all 

in June!    Happy reading,    Karen Marks 

 

Galilee Diary: Keeping Time 
 

In the March issue of The Shofar we reprinted an article from Ten Minutes of Torah: Galilee Diary 
by Marc J. Rosenstein which explained the phenomenon of the Jewish leap years. On April 30, Mr. 
Rosenstein continued this discussion with an explanation of the Jewish calendar (Orthodox, 
Conservative and Reform,) the Muslim Calendar and the Christian Calendars (both Catholic and 
Greek Orthodox) and the ways they sometimes intersect and, other times, diverge. While these 
variances have little effect on people of all religious persuasions in the United States, the impact on 
families, businesses and tourism in the Middle East is significant.  

If you found the earlier discussion to be of interest, you might want to read this newer clarification. If 
you wish to continue learning about these calendars and changes that will be implemented in the 
future, we offer the following link: http://www.reformjudaism.org/blog/2014/04/30/galilee-diary-
keeping-time.  And we encourage all members to enroll in Ten Minutes of Torah to access more 
interesting reading sent to us by the Union for Reform Judaism. Readers who do not have 
computers or internet access, may phone the Temple Beth Office to request a copy of this article.  

Check out this discussion to learn of changes in the dates of Easter observance that the regional 
assembly of Catholic bishops has announced "as a measure of reconciliation and a way to make 
people's lives easier." 

http://www.reformjudaism.org/blog/2014/04/30/galilee-diary-keeping-time
http://www.reformjudaism.org/blog/2014/04/30/galilee-diary-keeping-time
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Would you like to Kvell*? 
 

Please tell us about the achievements of your children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces or 
even those of your friends. If they are alumni of our religious school we can share your pride. 

If not, we can share your happiness. 
 

Among the things you might wish to tell us are - where they went to school and any degrees 

or accomplishments, military service, travels, current place of residence, names of spouses or 

partners and names and ages of their children. Tell us about their careers and their lives. 
 

Just type them up and send them to Katie for inclusion in a future edition of the Shofar. 
 

*kvell: to beam with intense pride and pleasure, most commonly over the achievement of a 

child or grandchild. 
 

Elaine Sobel Kvells about her Stepdaughter 
 

On Thursday, May 11
th
 at the impressive Temple Emanuel in NYC, Rabbi Sharon Sobel was 

conferred with the Doctor of Divinity degree.  The last time I was in Temple Emanuel was in 1989 
when Sharon was ordained.  Her father, Rabbi Richard Sobel, took part in the ordination ceremony.  
Her mother, Judy, and I sat in the pews crying.  Once again, I sat in the pew crying. 
 

Sharon is very impressive and dedicated.  She has been a rabbi for 25 years and there were 
people from all the areas she served celebrating this with her.  Besides family, there were people 
from Connecticut, Massachusetts, Toronto, and the president of her new congregation in Stony 
Brook, and me from Glens Falls. 
 

This is the article that they had in the graduation packet about Sharon:  
 

“Whose Life is a reflection of the ideals of our religion and of her deep faith 

Who has given effective leadership as a congregational rabbi and whose ministry has been one of 
the holiness 

Who, as Executive Director of the URJ Canadian Council for Reform Judaism, served the needs of 
thousands of individuals across Canada 

And who now, as senior rabbi of Congregation B’nai Torah, Highland Park, Illinois, guides her 
congregants in their spiritual and personal growth and creates new dynamics to gather, study, and 

pray” 
 

Very Proud Stepmother,  

 

Elaine Sobel 
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Contributions 
 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In Memory of Louise Y. Pearl: 

Marta Flaum 

 

In Memory of Solly Silver: 

Larry Silver 

 

In Celebration of the Marriage of William Sheerer and Deborah 

Friedman: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

 

In Celebration of the Conversion of William Sheerer: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

 

In Memory of Lillian Leibman: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

 

In Honor of Ruth Heller on her Special Birthday: 

Eleanor Elliott 

 

In Memory of Sherman Smith: 

Sherry Smith 

 

In Honor of Mason Flatley Becoming a Bar Mitzvah: 

Tim, Frann, Bari, and Katie Flatley 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Steve Adler & Karen Marks 

 

In Honor of the Upcoming Wedding of Karen Marks and Steve 

Adler: 

Carole Wells 

 

In Memory of Charles Daniels: 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

 

In Memory of Sonny Segan: 

Robert Moore 

 

In Honor of Jeff & Chris Levy Becoming Bubbe & Zayde: 

Steve Adler & Karen Marks 

 

Get Well Soon, Carole Wells: 

Steve Adler & Karen Marks 

 

A Message from Mason Flatley 
 

Seeing all the people who shared my Bar 
Mitzvah day with me and after opening all the 
cards and gifts, it was a reminder to me how 
lucky I am. I would like to pay this forward. I 
have donated a percentage of my monetary Bar 
Mitzvah gifts to the Temple Religious School 
and to the Jewish Federation. I chose the 
religious school because I know my friends in 
the school will benefit from my donation and I 
chose the Federation because Jews around the 
world will benefit. It makes me happy to know 
that me becoming a Bar Mitzvah has helped 
others. 

 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In Celebration of the Conversion of Landrie Bock: 

Steve Adler & Karen Marks 

 

In Celebration of the Upcoming Conversion of Betty Gancher: 

Steve Adler & Karen Marks 

 

TORAH RESORATION PROJECT 
 

In Honor of Mason Flatley Becoming a Bar Mitzvah: 

Robert & Barbara Rosoff 

 

In Celebration of the Birth of Isabelle Hannah Reed, Daughter 

of Beth & Eric Reed, Granddaughter of Barbara & Sheldon 

Kramer and Chris & Jeff Levy: 

Robert & Barbara Rosoff 
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We Remember 
 

Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be 

recited in Temple on the noted dates: 

June 6 

*Adolph Bronne, *Frieda Bronne, Sidney Colb, *Jennie 

Erlanger, Minna Slater Feldman, *Leonard Handen, Mary 

Levin, Anthony Miller, *Phyllis Wolf Movish, Irving 

Poster, Victor Rosenfeld, Jay Rutstein, *Max Schwartz, 

Nettie Slawsby, Mollie Stewart, Bessie Wein, Max Wein 

June 13 

Henry Ales, Joan Ruth Berger, *Janet Berkowitz, *Helen 

Bronne, Morris A. Caplan, Phyla Feldman, *Martin A. 

Ginsburg, *Lillian Leibman, Anne Persk, Dr. Joseph 

Persk, Keva Schectman, *Max H. Segal, Abraham 

Steinberg, Bella Stichman, Saul Strassman 

June 20 

Josephine Codispoti, *Thomas Finklestein, Eleanor Katz, 

Frances Kmiecik, *Hattie L. Pawel, *Benjamin Schwager, 

Jill Yanklowitz Shannon, *Meyer Sovetts, *Anne Stabins, 

*George Wein, Garson Yaffee 

June 27 

Ruth Borotzky, *Ruth Brender, *Lillian Bronne, *Ella 

Cline, William Cohn, Abe Corton, Julius Finklestein, 

Florence M. Ginsburg, *Isaac Kaplan, *Ruth Harriet 

Marks, Victor Maslon, Dora Metzner, *Shirley May 

Pilnick, Alice Poster, *Myrna Poster, Nathan Proller, 

Martha Schiffman, *Ida Schips, Helen Silverstein, George 

Taubman, *Dr. Stephen Tucker, *Shoshannah Wasserman 
 

(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary) 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Jonathan Marks (6/1), Salomon Charhon (6/2), 

Gilda Siegel (6/6), Elena Silverberg (6/9), 

Benjamin Handen (6/14), Nancy Hellman (6/14), Larry 

Leinoff (6/16), Lina Hellman (6/18), Xavier Marks (6/18 – 

5 years old!), Katie Flatley (6/18), Sara Friedman (6/21), 

Alexandra Wieder (6/24), Kathryn Wieder (6/24), 

Alexandra Nemer (6/24), Dale Nemer (6/24), David 

Handen (6/25) 

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc. 

38 Geer Street 

Glens Falls, NY 12801 

518-792-2010 

Scrap Metal Processors 

 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

Chris & Katie Weaver (6/1 – 12 years) 

Jeff & Deirdre Hill (6/10 – 19 years) 

Scott & Camille Wodicka (6/10 – 36 years) 

Sheldon & Louise Binns (6/12 – 65 years) 

Jack & Lois Hellman (6/16 – 51 years) 

Bruce & Ellen Katz (6/17 – 41 years) 

Robert & Carol Kafin (6/20 – 49 years) 

Tim & Frann Flatley (6/28 – 24 years) 



Page 12 The June 2014 ShofarThe June 2014 ShofarThe June 2014 Shofar   

Announcing the 

18th Annual 

Jack Lebowitz Young People’s Picnic 
 

 

A Family Fun Day at Ridin’-Hy Ranch 

June 1st 2014 
 

Who: Young people & their families 

 All new Jewish families welcome ** 

 

Where:  Ridin’-Hy Ranch in Warrensburg 

 

When:  Sunday, June 1st, 2014, 11am-4pm 

 Barbeque lunch served 12:30-1:30 

 

  Relax with friends & family and enjoy: 
 

Sherman Lake for swimming, fishing, & boating (paddleboats & rowboats) 

Heated indoor pool & jacuzzi 

Horseback riding for ages 8 & up with parental consent (additional fee of $20/person)  

Pony rides for young children 

Volleyball, basketball, tennis, archery, hiking, horseshoes, & playground 

Indoor Recreation Center  

Shuffleboard, game room, & jukebox (takes quarters) 

Delicious BBQ lunch 

  
** There is no cost for Temple Beth El and Congregation Shaaray Tefila families with children, thanks to the generous sponsorship of the Lebowitz 

family.  There is a $10 per person charge for anyone else in attendance. 



 

Appreciation 
 

To Tim & Frann Flatley for hosting an Oneg in 

May in honor of Mason becoming a Bar Mitzvah. 

To the Fagelman family for hosting an Oneg in 

May in celebration of their granddaughter, Adalyn Bruzual, 

receiving her Hebrew name. 

To the Rosoff/Rice families for hosting on Oneg in May in 

celebration of Sofia’s birthday. 

To Salomon & Elaine Charhon for hosting an Oneg in May in 

memory of Regina Charhon and Sol Charhon. 

Our heartfelt thank you to Howard & Jennifer Nadler for the 

use of their office facilities, which greatly enhanced our 

interview process during our rabbinic search. 
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Officers & Board of Trustees 
 

President: Stephen Adler 

Vice President: Matt Levin 

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Immediate Past President: Barbara Rosoff 

Trustees: Mark Fleischer, Jack Hellman, Jeffrey Hill, Dave Lieberman, 
Jennifer Nadler, Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Judith Metzner 

Shepherd, and Larry Silver 

 

Committees 
 

Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman 

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel 

Membership Chair, David Lieberman 

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly 

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd 

House Chair, Larry Silver 

Religious School Chair, Rabbi Durbin 

Rabbi Durbin and  President Stephen Adler will be  

ex-officio members of all committees. 

 

Get Well Soon 
 

Kayra Balente, Erica Bartholomew, Donald 
Bartlett, Dan Beldy, Jean Berg, Marcus Berg, 
Louise Binns, Ronald Binns, Mia Corton, 
Maureen Estberg, Elaine Faller, Elliot Friedman, 
Victor Friedman, Nettie Furman, Alan Gartner, 
Dawn Gideon, Jacqueline Gordon, Mark Grunblatt, Seth 
Gutman, Anita Johnson, Edith Katz, Sheldon Kramer, Howard 
Krantz, Elliot Lang, Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Levy, Diane Martin, Ed 
Miltch, Sylvia Miltch, Richard Muller, Lester Nadler, Jessica 
Panebianco, Dorris Pock, Lewis Rich, Edie Rudnick, Jennifer 
Ruffing, Bob Savarin, David Setzer, April Solomon, Summer 
Solomon, Benjamin Steuer, Jane Stuebing, Alfred Supe, Judy 
Supe, Carole Wells, Bill Woodward 

Fresh Air Fund 
 

I would like to take a moment of our time to share with you about the “Fresh Air Fund.”  My family has been a host 

family for twelve years and we consider it a wonderful program.  The “Fresh Air Fund” is a non-profit program that 

connects financially disadvantaged children, who live in NYC, with host families for a one or two week “vacation” 

away from the city in the summer. 

There are different weeks to choose from and the host chooses the age and gender of the child that visits them.  There 

are many different families who choose to host a child;  ones who have children, ones whose don’t.  

It’s been a very rewarding experience for us.  If you are interested in learning more about this volunteer opportunity, 

please check out their website at www.freshair.org or contact Deirdre Hill at 792-8024. 

 

 

Condolences 
 

Temple member, Ralph Leinoff passed away on Wednesday, May 21, 2014 at the age of 91.  He had grown 

increasingly frail over the last year, though his mind remained remarkably clear, and remarkably untroubled, into the 

last day of his life.  He died peacefully and without any pain. 

Ralph was predeceased by his wife, Lillian; his brother, Sidney; and his sister, Regina. 

He is survived by his brother, David; two sons, Larry Leinoff and Stuart Leinoff; two grandsons, Michael (and 

Stephanie) Leinoff and Craig Leinoff; and a granddaughter, Audrey (Sarah) Leinoff. 

http://www.freshair.org/


 

3 Marion Avenue 
Glens Falls, New York      

12801-2813 

Phone: 518-792-4364 

Fax: 518-792-4336 

office@glensfallstemple.com 

www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated, 

traditional, intermarried & non-

traditional families and individuals. 

Temple Beth El 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Rabbi Matthew J. Durbin 

The Shofar 
Editors: 

 Phyllis Brown 
 Lois Hellman 

 Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Editorial Assistant: 

 Katie Weaver 

Writing for the Shofar?  Think Ahead! 
 
Writing something for the Shofar?  REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES.  Articles and announcements for the 

Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired 

publication date.  The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the 

Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible.  The Shofar is published before the first day of 

each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements. 

 

Remember:  If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as 

early as the issue preceding the event.  And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket 

or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance.  Even for 

something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers 

to “save the date”! 

 

The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions.  E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com) 

is preferred.  Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment.  If you lack internet access, you may 

deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens 

Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline. 

 

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the July/August issue of the 

Shofar is Monday, June 16! 


