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Rabbi’s Message:
Jewish Camping: It Beats Summer School!
Summertime ushers in a precious era here in the North Country: during the “tourist
season,” Lake George offers a range of water-sports and other forms of recreation and
relaxation. Schroon Lake and many such resorts serve the vacationing public as one
moves closer to our Canadian neighbors, all of which make this region a mecca for
the crazy, lazy days from Memorial Day until Labor Day. (And the Jewish narratives
which have unfolded here at the foot of the Adirondacks are as plentiful as they are
unrecorded in the annals of Jewish American history.)
And, in the world of American Judaism, for about a century or so, summer camping
presented the seasonal opportunity to supplement the Jewish home and temple with a
different setting in which to cultivate Zionism and Jewish culture. For our Reform
Jewish movement, the Union camps have graduated tens of thousands of campers
who came away with songs, friendships and memories which, quite literally, lasted a
lifetime. And the good news is that, in recent years, the Union has invested more
resources and personnel into making the camping program more up-to-date, more
professional and more Israel-oriented. (For example, when the madrikhim
[Continued on Next Page]
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Rabbi’s Message: Jewish Camping: It Beats Summer School!
[Continued from Page 1]
[counselors] from Camp Eisner pass the night with their campers in the Home Room every July, I am struck
that all of them are Israelis, offering a rare opportunity to carry on a Hebrew conversation!)
Over the generations, countless Jewish kids came up from the tri-state area to Jewish camps in the Lake
George area to swim, to hike, to make lanyards and to celebrate shabbat. In our Reform Jewish movement,
however, the center of summertime gravity falls differently than in the proprietary camps which predominate
in this region. As a Union camp director shared with me once, “Here, they come for the athletics, but stay for
the Judaism.” Speaking from the perspective of a pulpit rabbi over several years, I can attest to the
enthusiasm with which pre-bar/bat mitzvah students return from their camping experiences. Shabbat is never
omitted from the camp schedule, but the campers themselves take responsibility for worship, song and
stories. The Hebrew language inflects the day-to-day activities throughout the camp. Jewish identity is not
simply assumed, but cultivated by means of the camp’s Judaic curriculum.
Among the most exciting features of Union camping in 5777/2017 are the innovations in specialty camping.
During the past decade, the Youth Department of the URJ, responsible for the Union camps such as Camp
Eisner in Massachusetts, have developed the Six-Point Camps, where each campus offers intensive
programming in athletics (e.g. the Sports Academy in Greensboro, NC) or Computer Science and
Technology (e.g. in Boston). With a variety of options in terms of a Jewish child’s stay at the facility, parents
and camper may choose a focus that fits the student’s passion and interest.
Should you be acquainted with a Jewish family in search of the optimum summertime experience for their
boy or girl, to put them in touch with the URJ’s camping program would be a great mitzvah.
kayitz tov!---Wishing the best of summer for all of our Jewish youth.

Rabbi Jeffrey Ronald

Coat Check
The coat closet at the Temple entrance contains a number of garments that have been
unclaimed for several
months. If one of them is
yours, please remove it.
Anything remaining after
June 15, 2017, will be donated to charity or disposed of. Thank you.

With Deepest Appreciation
My thanks and gratitude to my Temple family and friends for celebrating my 70th birthday. I thank you for your help in many ways.
Thank you for your kind words and contributions in my honor. I will have many special
memories.

Bonnie Yanklowitz
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President’s Message
Dear Congregants and Friends,
Thank you for your generous response to Temple’s fundraiser, designed to establish a new website.
As you will note on this page, we have almost reached our goal. Let’s finish the campaign this
month and install and refine our website over the summer!
I also thank you for input, patience and understanding during the past five months, as Temple took a
hard look at who we are, and what we need, and made some difficult choices. The result is that we
will maintain Rabbinic coverage for all of Temple’s activities throughout the year. This change has
of course caused some serious anxiety and hard feeling. We will have a
$1,500.00
balanced budget for the first time in many years. I hope that we will
$1,350.00
come together, as we always have, participate in the full range of
$1,200.00
programs that will still be available, and embrace our future.
$1,050.00

As many of you already know, I welcome speaking with you about our
plans, and certainly appreciate your suggestions and I am especially
grateful to those who pitched in! As we say at the conclusion of
announcements each Shabbat evening, many hands make light work!

$900.00
$750.00
$600.00
$450.00
$300.00

Steve Adler,

$150.00

Temple President

Temple Religious School in June
Please join us Friday June 9th at 6:00 PM for our final Family Shabbat Service and
Potluck Dinner of the 2016-2017 TRS School Year. Rebecca Charhon's class will lead the
service. The evening will include a very special performance by Rebecca's students and all
students will be called to the bimah to receive their Temple Religious School Certificates.
Please bring a main or side dish to share. Desserts are
NOT needed. The Oneg is sponsored by the Temple Beth El
Religious School.

Christine Levy
TRS Director
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June 2017
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THURS
1

4

5

TRS Family
Bowling Party

11

6

7

7 p.m.
Matthew Rozell
is honored at
Congregation
Shaaray Tefila

13

14

10:00 a.m.
Book Club
(Never Let Me Go
by Kazuo
Ishiguro)

SAT

2

3

7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg IHO Naftali
Rottenstreich’s
50th Birthday

10:30 a.m.
Torah Study at
Casa Ronald

9

10

6:00 p.m.
Family Service /
Potluck Dinner /
oneg hosted by
TRS

10:30 a.m.
Torah Study at
Casa Ronald

15

16

17

Deadline for the
July/August
issue of the
Shofar

7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg

10:30 a.m.
Torah Study at
Casa Ronald

22

23

24

7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg hosted by
Rabbi and Cathy
Ronald

No
Torah Study

8

7:00 p.m.
Annual
Congregational
Meeting

12

FRI

7:00 p.m.
Ritual / Pulpit
Committee
Meeting
18

25

19

26

20

27
7:00 p.m.
Temple Board
Meeting

21

28

29

30
7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg hosted in
honor of Rabbi
and Cathy Ronald
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Matthew Rozell

Contributions
GENERAL FUND

General Donation:
Marion DeMarco
In Honor of Paul & Ann Silk’s 50th Wedding
Anniversary:
Myron & Barbara Rapaport
In Honor of the Birth of Richard & Jane
Reisman’s granddaughter, Daisy Rhoda Nason:
Myron & Barbara Rapaport
In Memory of Louise Y. Pearl:
Marta Flaum
In Memory of Joseph Gordon:
Phil & Erma Gordon
In Memory of Dr. Morris Yaffee:
Joyce Yaffee
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Please join us on Sunday, June 11th
at 7:00 p.m., when the Jewish
Community (Congregation Shaaray
Tefila, together with Temple Beth El
and the Glens Falls Chapter of
Hadassah) will honor Hudson Falls
teacher Matthew Rozell for his
extraordinary teaching of the Holocaust to his
students, and the resulting project that involved
connecting victims from a train filled with victims from
Bergen-Belson concentration camp with the American
soldiers who rescued them.
In addition to our honoring him, Matt will be speaking
to us about his new book, and he has agreed to have a
book signing. What an amazing journey Matt has
undertaken to bring the reality of the Holocaust to us,
and now, with his book that has already sold
thousands of copies, he is reaching teachers and
people all across the country and the world.
Please come and help pay tribute to this very
deserving righteous gentile from our area.

Sunny Buchman, Congregation Shaaray Tefila

In Honor of Louise Binns:
Joyce Yaffee
WEBSITE FUND

Phyllis & Dan Brown

Thank you to the Jewish Federation of
Northeastern New York for their generous
support of Temple Beth El and Temple
Religious School.

Aaron & Barbara Furman
Betty & Paul Gancher
Eric Krantz
Alan & Joan Rhodes

DR. HAROLD D. POSTER
DR. GARY D. POSTER
PODIATRISTS * FOOT SPECIALISTS
———————————————————————————————————————————————

SPORTS MEDICINE * MEDICAL & SURGICAL

Naftali Rottenstreich & Susan Fox

MANAGEMENT OF FOOD DISORDERS

Sanford & Martha Searleman
Judith Metzner Shepherd

DIABETIC SHOES
(518) 792-3032
HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

11 PINE STREET
GLENS FALLS, NY 12801
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TEMPLE HISTORY
Looking Back 50 Years – Part II
During the Hebrew year 5727 (1966-1967 on the civil calendar), there was a gentle tug-of-war between
the Congregation and its Rabbi. The popular young Rabbi, Henry M. Weiner, was in his last year of
service at the Temple before moving on to larger congregations in bigger cities.
The Congregation was focused on the long-awaited construction project that would double the size of the
Temple building and require a substantial increase in the budget. Fundraising was a preoccupation, along
with the general operations of the institution. The Rabbi, however, devoted his last year in Glens Falls to
challenging congregants to face important external issues at a critical time.
In his September message to the Congregation, Rabbi Weiner lamented the tensions in the Middle East,
the hundreds of thousands of American personnel at war in Vietnam, and the racial unrest that led to riots
in major cities in the United States. In October, as the Temple leadership concentrated on collecting
building fund pledges and conducting the Congregation's principal fundraiser, the ninth annual Pumpkin
Ball at the Queensbury Hotel, the Rabbi organized inter-faith programs that were poorly attended.
At a Pulpit Committee meeting late in 1966, Rabbi Weiner acknowledged the importance of the members'
fundraising activities; however, he said, the primary purpose of the organization is to create an “organic,
dynamic Jewish way of life.” He admonished the Congregation to consider its role in the issues of the
day: inter-faith and intra-faith dialogue, civil rights and humanitarian activities, and responses to President
Lyndon Johnson's policies regarding Israel and the conduct of the war in Vietnam. He asked, “What
program will Temple Beth El evolve in these areas to make Judaism worthwhile?” He organized joint
discussion and worship activities with the First Presbyterian Church of Glens Falls, the Harrisena
Community Church, and Congregation Shaaray Tefila.
Early in the Spring, the Temple Sisterhood made pleas of support for the Tree of Life project, of which
the proceeds were to be used to furnish and equip the new kitchen. In addition, Sisterhood solicited
donations of supermarket reward stamp books. The Rabbi asked seventh-graders for their responses to the
question why we should pray to God. The answers, published without attribution, were heavily weighted
toward gratitude for Creation, and confession and forgiveness for sins.
As Passover approached, the Rabbi was the one soliciting funds – for the Combined Passover Appeal of
the New York Board of Rabbis. The charity provided seders for 25,000 New York State residents
confined to hospitals, nursing homes, mental institutions, and homes for the aged, and met their other
religious needs throughout the year.
As the year 5727 drew to a close, the local Jewish community came together to raise $45,000, for an
Israel Emergency Fund. Israel had been forced into a war with its neighbors in June, ending in a
significant, but very expensive, victory.

Judith Metzner Shepherd, Historian
[The sources for this column include Internet searches, newspaper articles, and the Temple Beth-El
Bulletins published in 1966 and 1967.]
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Would you like to Kvell *?
Please tell us about your children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces or even those of your friends. If
they are alumni of our religious school we can share your pride. If not, we can share your happiness.
Among the things you might wish to tell us are - where they went to school and any degrees or
accomplishments, military service, travels, current place of residence, names of spouses or partners
and names and ages of their children. Tell us about their careers and their lives.
Just type them up and send them to Katie for inclusion in a future edition of the Shofar.

*kvell: to beam with intense pride and pleasure, most
commonly over the achievement of a child or grandchild.

Lois & Jack Hellman Kvell
Mary Hellman, daughter of Nancy and Jon and granddaughter of Lois and Jack, will be graduating from
Averill Park High School on June 24th. She has chosen to attend Russell Sage College where she will study
psychology.
Nathaniel Hellman, son of Nancy and Jon and grandson of Lois and Jack, will graduate with a BA in History
and Anthropology with honors from the University at Albany on May 20th. He will pursue a masters degree
in Public History (also at U Albany) leading to Museum Studies.

Phyllis & Dan Brown Kvell
Mazel tov to our son, Benjamin Brown, on his exciting new career!
Ben has been living and working in the Boston area for about 6 years, since graduating
cum laude from the University of Rochester in 2011, with a self-designed major in
Entrepreneurship. After deciding to make a job/career change from the event
planning industry where he had been employed, he did extensive job searching, and
he has landed a job at Forrester Research in nearby Cambridge, MA. Forrester is a
highly-regarded research and consulting company, and Ben will be employed as a
“Total Economic Impact Consultant”. To compete for this job, Ben participated in a series of 6 interviews,
and completed both an extensive case study and a presentation. He was told that by his new employers
that they were interested in him because they wanted someone creative, who would bring a different,
fresh perspective. For those of you who know Ben, those characteristics describe him perfectly.
Ben began his new job at the end of May. We wish him much happiness and success!

Mazel Tov
A hearty mazel tov to Helene Rudnick on the graduation from SUNY Oswego last month of her
grandson, Joshua Filler.
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We Remember
Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on
the noted dates:

Torah Portions
June 3
Nasso

June 2
Melvin Becker, *Frieda Bronne, Hattie Cohen, Sidney Colb, *Jennie Erlanger, Minna
Slater Feldman, Harry Kirschenbaum, *Mary Levin, *Harriet Nisoff, Louise Nystrom,
Jay Rutstein, Nettie Slawsby, Mollie Stewart, Bessie Wein, *Dr. Morris Yaffee

Num. 4:21-7:89
Pr. Judges 13:2-25
June 10

June 9
Joan Ruth Berger, *Adolph Bronne, *Helen Bronne, Phyla Feldman, *Leonard
Handen, Anthony Miller, *Phyllis Wolf Movish, Anne Persk, Dr. Joseph Persk, Irving
Poster, Victor Rosenfeld, Keva Schectman, *Max Schwartz, Abraham Steinberg, Max
Wein

Be-Ha’alotcha
Num. 8:1-12:16
Pr. Zech. 2:14-4:7

June 16

June 17

Henry Ales, *Janet Berkowitz, Morris A. Caplan, Josephine Codispoti, *Martin A.
Ginsburg, Eleanor Katz, Frances Kmiecik, *Benjamin Schwager, *Max H. Segal, Jill
Yanklowitz Shannon, Bella Stichman, Saul Strassman

Shelach
Num. 13:1-15:41
Pr. Josh. 2:1-24

June 23
*Ruth Brender, *Lillian Bronne, Abe Corton, *Thomas Finklestein, Florence M.
Ginsburg, Victor Maslon, Dora Metzner, *Hattie L. Pawel, Alice Poster, *Myrna
Poster, Nathan Proller, Martha Schiffman, *Ida Schips, Helen Silverstein, *Meyer
Sovetts, *Anne Stabins, *Dr. Stephen Tucker, *Maxine Wasserman, *Shoshannah
Wasserman, *George Wein, Garson Yaffee

June 24
Korach
Num. 16:1-18:32, 28:9-15
Pr. Is. 66:1-24

June 30

I Sam 20:18, 42

Ruth Borotzky, *Ella Cline, William Cohn, Julius Finklestein, *Louis B. Ginsburg,
*Rose M. Ginsburg, Sydelle Goldberg, Jack Joseph, *Isaac Kaplan, *Ruth Harriet
Marks, *Shirley May Pilnick, Frank Schulman, Fannie Brooks Solomon, George
Taubman

(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary)
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Temple Religious School Cemetery Mitzvah Project
On Sunday, May 7th, Temple Religious School held its usual class session from 9:15 to 10:40 a.m. Students
learned about the Jewish Holiday of Shavuot which celebrates the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. There is a
legend that when the Torah was revealed at Mount Sinai, the mountain blossomed with beautiful flowers. To
remind us of the beauty of Mt. Sinai and the beauty of the Torah, it is customary on Shavuot to decorate homes
and synagogues with flowers and greenery. We can carry this tradition a step further by spending part of
Shavuot working in a community garden, participating in a park clean-up or even beautifying a cemetery in need
of some TLC. With this in mind, TRS used our activity time from 11 to Noon, on Sunday May 4 th, to volunteer as
part of a “hands-on” TRS Cemetery Mitzvah Project, spearheaded by Temple Beth El Board Member Jeff Hill, to
help with spring clean-up of the Temple Beth El Cemetery. Many thanks go out to Jeff for all his hard work and
dedication to keeping the TBE cemetery beautifully maintained.
Students were transported to the Temple Beth El Cemetery on Route 32 in South Glens Falls at the end of class
time by parents and teachers. Teen TRS Aide Ethan Hill, and parents Dan Rice and Lea Herbrick joined in this
project, as well as TBE member Sal Charhon. TRS teachers Rebecca Charhon, Sharla Etkin-Ives, Sara Rice, and
Chris Levy, along with students Tanis Ives, Molly and Lucy Herbrick, Amelia Bonacquisti, Mattea and Sofia Rice,
Ben Heyman, and Isaac Goldstein participated in this mitzvah project under the direction of Jeff Hill. In spite of
the rainy weather which preceded and followed this day, students were able to catch a break and utilize these
few hours of "dry time" to pick up twigs, broken branches, and trash, as well as rake leaves throughout the
cemetery. Students and adults continued to work beyond the scheduled hour for cleanup, taking great pride in
their accomplishments that day. Many hands truly made for lighter work!
This TRS activity not only helped to beautify our Temple Beth El Cemetery, but it also provided our students with
significant insight into Jewish values, as well as an understanding of the Jewish life-cycle and the Jewish rituals
and customs of death. This was also an opportunity for students to learn a bit of our local Temple Beth El history
from the adults who shared stories of the people buried in our cemetery. The students also learned that TRS
graduate Ben Brown (who became a Bar Mitzvah at Temple Beth El in 2002) had designed and created the
driveway circle and meditation garden as his Eagle Scout community service project. This prompted a discussion
of other ways that Temple Religious School students can also continue to help beautify the cemetery as they
take pride in Temple Beth El's future. Watch for a TRS Cemetery Bench Project next school year!

Christine Levy
TRS Director
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Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
Jeffrey & Deirdre Hill
(6/10 – 22 years)
Jonathan Marks (6/1)
Salomon Charhon (6/2)
Jacob Serotta (6/4)
Gilda Siegel (6/6)
Austen Schips (6/7)
Benjamin Handen (6/14)
Nancy Hellman (6/14)
Lina Hellman (6/18)
Xavier Marks
(6/18 – 8 years old!)
Katie Flatley (6/18)

Scott & Camille Wodicka
(6/10 – 39 years)
Jack & Lois Hellman
(6/16 – 54 years)
Bruce & Ellen Katz
(6/17 – 44 years)
Steve & Karen Adler
(6/22 – 3 years)
Scott & Michele Schwartz
(6/28 – 30 years)
Tim & Frann Flatley
(6/28 – 27 years)

Book Club
These are the books that our
Book Club will be reading next.
Our meeting starts at 10:00 am
at the Temple on the second
Tuesday of the month. Please
join us for a lively discussion.
June 13: Never Let Me Go by
Kazuo Ishiguro
*September 12: Small Great
Things by Jodi Piccoult
October 10: Commonwealth by
Ann Patchett

Karen Marks Adler
karojo41@gmail.com

Sara Friedman (6/21)
Alexandra Nemer (6/24)
Dale Nemer (6/24)
Philip Berke (6/25)
David Handen (6/25)

Oneg Appreciation
To Albert & Rebecca Charhon
for hosting an oneg in May in
memory of Herman & Martha
Green.
To Sal & Elaine Charhon for
hosting an oneg in May in
memory of Regina Charhon.
To Steve & Karen Adler for
hosting an oneg in May in
memory of Sidney Adler and
George Schectman.

* Please note the change in dates of the
September and October books.

Mi Shebeirach
These comforting words can be said on behalf of those who are ill. Whether friends
or loved ones are struggling with physical, emotional or spiritual challenges, this
prayer speaks to our desire for their healing.
May the one who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless and heal those who are ill [names]. May the
Blessed Holy One be filled with compassion for their health to be restored and their
strength to be revived. May God swiftly send them a complete renewal of body and
spirit, and let us say, Amen.

Please include in your healing prayers: Marcus Berg, Michael Berg,
Vanessa Bishop, Patricia Brie, MT Colello, Mitch Frasier, Victor Friedman,
Catherine Gericke, Jacqueline Gordon, Diane Grant, Valerie Hope, Josh
Israel, Michael Israel, William B. Johnson, Sheldon Kramer, Libby Levine,
Elizabeth Levy, Jeff Levy, Mark Lipschitz, Phyliss Miller, Ed Miltch,
Sylvia Miltch, Richard Muller, Rachel Mulligan, Paul Pines, Ian Quillinan,
Carol Leibman Rosenthal, Edie Rudnick, Bob Savarin, Jennifer Schultz,
Hilda Schwartz, Joel Schwartz, Philip Sterdt, Harlan Steuer, Tammy Whitty,
DeAnna Williams, Bonnie Yanklowitz
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Committees
Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman

President: Stephen Adler
Vice President: Rebecca Charhon
Treasurer: Karen Marks
Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly
Immediate Past President: Jack Hellman
Trustees: Sara Friedman, Jeffrey Hill,
Dave Lieberman, Sanford Searleman,
Scott Schwartz, Bill Sheerer,
and Judith Metzner Shepherd
Religious School Director: Chris Levy

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel
Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly
History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd
House Chair, Bill Sheerer
Project 21st Century Chair, Larry Silver
Religious School Director, Chris Levy
Temple’s rabbi and president will be
ex-officio members of all committees.

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc.
38 Geer Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
518-792-2010
Scrap Metal Processors

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,
STEWART & RHODES, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Washington Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone (518) 792-2117

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral
Home
53 Quaker Road
Queensbury, New York 12804
P: 518-792-1114
F: 518-792-1287

Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York
12801-2813

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald, MHL, DD
Phone: 518-792-4364
Fax: 518-792-4336
office@glensfallstemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated,
traditional, intermarried & nontraditional families and individuals.

The Shofar
Editors:

Phyllis Brown
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Lois Hellman, Emerita
Editorial Assistant:

Katie Weaver

Writing for the Shofar? Think Ahead!
Writing something for the Shofar? REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES. Articles and announcements for the
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired
publication date. The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the
Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible. The Shofar is published before the first day of
each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements.
Remember: If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as
early as the issue preceding the event. And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket
or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance. Even for
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers
to “save the date”!
The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions. E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com)
is preferred. Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment. If you lack internet access, you may
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens
Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline.

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the July/August issue
of the Shofar is Thursday, June 15!

