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Chai Society Program 
 

Topic:  Bluesing and Shmoozing with Bill Martin 

Date and Time:  Sunday, May 19th at 1 p.m. 

Summary:  Bill will show us how the techniques of Blues music have 

become part of the American musical language from Ragtime to the 

sonic richness of Jazz.  He will not only be entertaining us with his 

guitar-playing and singing, but educating us as well through his 

knowledge and wit.  Coffee, tea, and dessert will be served (starting 12:45 pm). 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

Tuesday, May 28 at 7 p.m. 

Proposed Slate: 

President: Steve Adler 

Immediate Past President: Barbara Rosoff 

Vice President: Matt Levin 

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks and Allison Levin 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Trustees: Mark Fleischer, Jack Hellman, Jeffrey Hill, Sue Lieberman, Jennifer Nadler, 
Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Judith Metzner Shepherd,  

Larry Silver 

 

 

12th Annual Glens Falls / North Country Federation Event 
We urge all members of Temple Beth El to attend the 12th Annual Glens Falls/North Country 

Federation Event on Sunday, May 19 at 7 p.m., at the Saratoga City Center. 

Miri Eisen, former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert’s International Media Advisor, will be our 

speaker. She was the “face” of Israel to CNN, FOX, BBC, and MSNBC during several conflicts 

and her presentation is always clear, crisp, and provocative. The topic “The Greatest Challenges 

Facing Israel and the U.S. in the Middle East” is most timely. The program includes a catered light 

dinner and a dessert reception by “As You Like it” caterers, with plenty time to network and 

socialize. 

Federation funds many programs and services which help and serve our individual members. 

Temple Beth El member Mike Seidel is an event chair. 

The cost of the event is only $30 per person.  Reservations can be made by calling Sara Mastro 

at 783-7800 ext. 232 or on-line at www.jewishfednyorg. 

Daniel B. Flax 

Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=LaBgcGhBAhUmhM&tbnid=qeVH2OQCDQEGPM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstantonssheetmusic.wordpress.com%2F2009%2F07%2F16%2Ftranslations-annotations-of-hebrew-texts%2F&ei=tTF
http://www.jewishfednyorg/
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President’s Message 
 

On April 14, 2013, the Temple Board of Trustees participated in a four-hour retreat, working to prepare a realistic, 

balanced Budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2013.  The Board's Finance Committee had urged the adoption of 

a balanced budget, continuing to employ a full-time Rabbi, and financial separation of the Temple and the Temple Beth 

El cemetery.* 

The Board is proposing a balanced approach that blends fiscal economies with additional revenue, in order to 

maintain: 

  A full-time Rabbi; 

  Support and custodial staff; 

  Meaningful High Holiday services with a cantorial soloist and accompanist; 

  Our building's needs; 

  Life-cycle events and rituals; 

  The education of our children; 

  Our communications media; and 

  Our long-standing traditions and history. 

We have already found cost reductions in the following areas: 

 We have cancelled our arrangements to accept credit cards, as the convenience was greatly outweighed by the 

cost. 

 We have reduced our trash-collection expenses by switching to a smaller container which is usually sufficient for 

our needs, with extra pick-ups as required. 

 We have reduced our custodial expenses by finding a custodian who can do the work in fewer hours. 

 We are reducing the number of photocopies made and scrutinizing other opportunities to save on supplies, 

including kitchen supplies. 

A new plan for the Temple-Synagogue Religious School is under review, which will combine classes and involve parent 

volunteers working with teachers and aides, greatly reducing payroll.  This will allow the Temple to reduce its financial 

contribution significantly, while improving operation of the school. 

Construction of our new website is complete, and the on-going maintenance expenses will represent a reduction from 

this year's costs. 

However, these economies do not achieve our goal of a balanced budget.  We are proposing an increase of $200 per 

family in membership contributions (dues).  Even with this adjustment, there is a substantial gap, which we must close. 

Your Board will ask you to pass the proposed budget, with the understanding that we all must do everything we can 

to support the Temple. 

Our annual meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 28, at 7:00 p.m.  We strongly urge you to attend this meeting and 

to share in a constructive dialogue that contributes to our future.  The budget will be presented by our Co-

Treasurers.  They and other Board members will be present to answer questions, 

that I am certain will result in a positive outcome.  In the interim, I invite you to call me or any other Board member 

with your suggestions. 
 

Steve Adler, President 
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Mazel Tov to Temple Member Kathy Naftaly 
New Library Director in Glens Falls 

(Reprinted with permission from the Post Star) 
 

Crandall Public Library’s board of trustees . . . announced the selection of Kathy Naftaly as 

the new library director. 

Naftaly, previously the assistant director, has been acting director since former Director 

Christine McDonald retired in August 2012. 

“It is with great pleasure that I announce . . . that Kathy Naftaly has been chosen as our next director,” 

library board President Sanford Searleman said in a press release.   

Naftaly said she loves the library and is thrilled to be appointed director. 

“Just use the word, ‘ecstatic,’” she said.  “I’m just really excited and really eager to start digging into the 21st 

century.” 

Her first major initiative will be to prepare a new strategic plan to guide library operations for the next 

three to five years. 

Preparation of the plan will start in late spring or early summer, with a goal of implementing it on Jan. 1, 

2014. 

“We’ll be working very closely with the community to build that,” she said. 

Naftaly was one of four finalists, out of 23 applicants, whom the library board interviewed on April 8. 

Naftaly has worked at Crandall Public Library for 12 years, five years as assistant director. 

She was in charge of implementation of the library’s electronic catalogue and self check-out systems, and she 

has secured library grants from organizations such as the National Science Foundation and the Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation. 

She is president of the Public Library Section of the New York Library Association. 

Naftaly said she is evaluating whether to fill the vacant assistant director position or to restructure the 

administrative staff. 

“We are looking at the organization of the library and deciding what meets our needs,” she said. 

Kathy’s appointment as director is effective May 1.         

 

L’Dor V’Dor 
 

On Friday, May 31st at 7 p.m., Temple Beth El will honor those members who have reached 

the distinguished age of 80 and above.  Please join us for a special Oneg in their honor 

sponsored by Temple’s Board of Trustees. 

Temple will also be rededicating our Tree of Life after services in our Home Room.  Please 

join us as we look forward to celebrating these two wonderful events. 



Crafter’s Club 
 

The monthly Crafter's Club will meet on Monday, May 
13 at 10 a.m..  As always, we welcome 
new attendees. Pack up your latest artsy-
craftsy endeavors and enjoy a relaxing 
morning of camaraderie, conversation, 
and creativity!  

Knitting, beading, scrapbooking, doodling, 
crocheting, sewing; any creative project is welcome 
at Crafter's Club! 

 

Passover Heroes – And The Eleventh Plague 
 

Wasn't the Temple second-night Seder wonderful?  And it was catered, so no one had to do any work, right?  WRONG.  
We were fortunate to have many “Passover heroes,” who made our evening special and meaningful.  If we've omitted 

anyone who should be mentioned, we apologize and hope you'll let us know. 

In the kitchen, Betty Gancher was the “prep cook,” chopping and peeling all the vegetables;  Matt Levin, among other duties, 
carved 50 pounds of brisket into beautiful, uniform slices.  Larry Silver worked as “sous chef” for caterer Maureen Monahan 

Chase, making chicken soup and brisket according to his grandmother's recipes.  Then there were the matzah balls made by 
Larry Silver and finished off by the Temple's official “holy rollers,” Leah Conklin and Linda Miller, who rolled 350 matzah 

balls for the soup.  Lois Hellman and Rachel Gartner cut and sliced carrots for soup and sweet potatoes for tzimmes.  
Charoset was prepared and donated by Frann Flatley, Rachel Gartner, and Matt Levin; and Jack Hellman contributed his fiery 

horseradish for the moror. 

All the children who attended the Seder were able to participate and to remain happy and engaged because of the 

programming developed for them by Elissa Eichin, Deirdre Hill, Sue Lieberman, Allison Levin, Sara Rice, and Suzanne Seay. 

To help make the Seder delicious and affordable, many Temple members donated wine and dessert items:  Louise Binns, 

Phyllis Brown, Fred and Nancy Fagelman, Lois Hellman, Christine McDonald, Linda Miller, Kathy Naftaly, Barbara Rosoff, 

Martha Searleman, Judy Shepherd, Jennifer Steuer, and Chris Levy. 

Set-up and clean-up were accomplished by Matt Levin, working with Administrative Assistant Katie Weaver and Custodian 

Dan Fisher. 

That brings us to the Eleventh Plague, not well known, because it was omitted from the Passover Haggadah and because it 

was mis-directed at Temple Beth El.  A squirrel moved into the Temple about a week before the Seder (responding to the 
invitation to “let all who are hungry, come and eat”), and she resisted all efforts to catch her, although she managed to eat 
the chocolate and peanut butter used for bait.  Pest control expert George Sankey, owner of Nature’s Way Pest Control, 

finally trapped her and relocated her to a rural environment, but not before she she destroyed all the wiring for the 
Temple's commercial dishwasher.  Passover hero, Custodian Dan Fisher, efficiently washed and dried all the Seder dishes – 

120 place settings – by hand! 
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May Family Service  

& Potluck Dinner 
 

Please join us on Friday, May 3 at 6 p.m. for a 

Family Service followed by a potluck dinner.  Please 

call Katie in the Temple Office to let her know what 

“ready-to-serve,” pre-heated dish you will be 

bringing to share.  

Student participation in the service will be 

encouraged! 

 

Shavuot and Cooper’s Cave Ice Cream 

What would be better than an interactive, family Shabbat morning Service?  Ice Cream!!!  Join us on 
Saturday, May 18th at 11 a.m. on 250 Ridge Road (near the old Time Warner Cable building) on the 
bike path where we will participate in an engaging and fun Shabbat morning service followed by a 
leisurely walk to Cooper’s Cave to indulge and gorge ourselves with copious amounts of ice cream and 
milkshakes in honor of Shavuot. Shavuot commemorates the time when we received the Torah as well 
as the spring harvest of first fruits. Please join us as we will revel in joy for Torah and the gifts God 
bestowed upon us as we take in the beauty of spring and consume lots and lots of ice cream! We are 
looking forward to celebrating with you all then!  We will not cancel for bad weather!  We will just move 
it to Temple where we will still celebrate Shavuot with ice cream. 
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Temple Board of Trustees Election 
 

The proposed slate of Officers 

of the Board will be 

announced at Shabbat Services 

throughout May, is prominently 

displayed in this edition of the 

Shofar, and is on the Temple 

bulletin board.  There will a Congregational 

vote on this slate at our Annual Meeting on 

May 28th at 7 p.m.  If you have any questions 

or comments regarding the slate, please call 

me or any other Board member and feel free 

to express yourself!  Further, if you, or 

someone you know, is interested in serving 

on the Board, any one of us will be happy to 

discuss that, whether now or in the future.  

Your Board represents an excellent cross-

section of Temple demographics, and we 

welcome fresh ideas, passion, energy, and, 

especially, a desire to make a difference, to 

make a positive contribution toward our 

future. 

Steve Adler, President 

 

Rabbi’s Message 
 

I have been spending a lot of time thinking about all 
the goodness and blessings that God has afforded to 
my family. As most of you are aware, a few weeks ago 
Rose and I welcomed our daughter Maya into the 
world and into the community of Israel.  

We recently welcomed Maya into the community 
with a meaningful and spiritual Shabbat morning 
service where we conferred upon her a Hebrew name. 
We are told in Jewish tradition that every human 
being has three names: the name given by parents, 
the name assigned by others, and the name one 
makes for oneself. (Ecclesiastes Rabbah VII 1:3) We 
pray that Maya will live up to her name, bring 
blessings and joy to her family and a strong sense of 
identity and affinity to her people.  

Temple Beth El has been our family and we are proud 
to say that our daughters are products of Temple 
Beth El and Jewish life in the North Country. My 
children (although Maya is a bit too young to know 
and realize) feel at home here and feel a great deal of 
excitement and pride for their community. Temple 
has warmly welcomed my children and they feel at 
home in this passionate and caring community.  

Our congregation is an extension of our family and 
we feel that Temple is very much that nurturing and 
growing community which supports us and allows us 
to feel the true essence of what a community is all 
about. On behalf of Rose and myself, we are eternally 
grateful for the love and compassion that Temple has 
afforded us and we are thrilled to be part of a 
community that lives up to its vision—a place where 
everyone feels comfortable and safe, where Judaism 
can be explored in a meaningful and challenging way, 
where relationships are fostered and developed and 
the love of community runs high. 

Eternal God, I pray and give thanks for all the joys 
and delight that have come to us every day and for 
Your protection and safety over all of Your children.  

V’sa’mach’tah v’chol ha’tov asher natan l’cha Adonai 
Eloheicha--“You shall rejoice in all the good that the 
Eternal One your God has given 
you…” (Deuteronomy 26:11) 

From our family to yours….we wish you all the 
blessings and joy which God has given us and may we 
all rejoice in the love of community and the joys 
Temple Beth El bring! 

Rabbi Matthew Durbin 

 

DragonWing Arts 

Summer Program! 
 

Spread the word!  Temple 
member Phyllis Brown's 
business 'DragonWing Arts' 
will hold an art enrichment 
program for kids this summer 

at Temple Beth El.  For schedule, pricing, 
and other information about the program, 
or to register, contact Phyllis via email at 
DragonWingArts.phyl@gmail.com or by 
phone at 793-3029. 
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Temple Beth El is pleased to announce a  

Gala Dinner and Fundraiser, celebrating: 

A Night to Honor  

Lois and Jack Hellman, 

on their 50th Wedding Anniversary 

 
Saturday June 15, 2013 at 6 PM 

Adirondack Room, Queensbury Hotel 

88 Ridge Street  
Glens Falls, NY 12801 

  

Share in this celebration as the Hellmans renew their vows under the Chuppa.  
Bring your stories, memories, pictures, and memorabilia to share during dinner.  

There will also be great music and dancing. 

 

In lieu of  gifts, please consider supporting our Temple Beth El community 
by making a donation in honor of  Lois and Jack Hellman.  

 

Please RSVP by June 7th. Your check for $50.00 

per person is your reservation. Send check to: 
 

Temple Beth El 

3 Marion Avenue 

Glens Falls, NY 12801 

 

Please indicate one dinner choice per person on your 

check. 

Chicken Normandy 

Vegetable Strudel 

Salmon with Citrus Mustard Sauce 
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Torah Portions 
 

May 4 

Be-Har-Be-Chukkotai 

Lev. 25:1-27:34 

Pr. Jer. 16:19-17:14 

 

May 11 

Be-Midbar 

Num. 1:1-4:20 

Pr. Hosea 2:1-22 

 

May 18 

Nasso 

Num. 4:21-7:89 

Pr. Judges 13:2-25 

 

May 25 

Be-Ha’alotcha 

Num. 8:1-12:16 

Pr. Zech. 2:14-4:7 

 

10 Minutes of Torah 
 

Sign up to receive a one-page e-mail each day on a topic of Jewish interest. It 

only takes 10 minutes a day to get started on a lifelong journey. Spend 10 

minutes a day — and before you know it you’ll have completed 100 hours of 

Torah study!   All you need to do is find ten minutes a day to “do Torah.”  

Reform Jews committed to having Judaism in their daily lives are encouraged 

to participate in 10 minutes a day of personal connection to a Jewish text, 

issue or topic.  For example:  Monday—Reform Voices of Torah; Tuesday—

The Rhythm of Jewish Time; Wednesday—Israel Connection; Thursday—

Delving into Tfilah; Friday—Reform Judaism Q&A.  Select all five days or 

any combination.  Each weekday morning, an e-mail will be delivered to your 

inbox for you to study at your convenience.  Sign up for 10 Minutes of Torah 

by visiting: www.urj.org/learning/torah/ten.  Take your study of 10 Minutes 

of Torah to the next level by signing up for Eilu V’eilu. 

 

"Who among us is so busy that he cannot spend 10 minutes a day in the study 

of a Jewish text? Just 10 minutes? Such a commitment would enable us to 

meet our Jewish obligation to make Jewish study a fixed occurrence. If we 

make time to answer our cell phones a dozen times a day 

and to check our email five times an hour, surely we can 

find 10 minutes to contemplate sacred words that nourish 

the soul." -- Rabbi Eric Yoffie, November 8, 2003, 13 

Cheshvan 5764 

Pinterest Party, Perhaps? 
Are you one of the many devotees of Pinterest? (I am!) Or perhaps you've heard of it but don't know what it is. For the 
uninitiated, the concept is simple. Pinterest is a website that allows you to 'pin' things you find online, just as you would pin 
things on a bulletin board - except in this case, your pinboards are virtual. Instead of printing and stuffing binders full of 
articles, recipes, pictures, and ideas you find on the Internet, you can organize and store them all virtually, and access them 
any time you want, without the mess. In particular, Pinterest devotees use the website for DIY (do it yourself) crafts and 
home decorating ideas and inspiration, but it is also popular for recipes, fashion, travel, and much, much more. It's fun, 
useful, and seriously addictive!  

Around the country, a fun activity has grown out of the seeds of the Pinterest craze: the Pinterest Party! The idea is simple; 
a group of people (adults) get together for an evening or a Sunday afternoon and try out a couple of easy DIY projects, while 
sampling snacks made from recipes saved on Pinterest, and perhaps drinking a glass (or two!) of wine. There is usually a 
small fee to attend, to cover the cost of materials for the craft projects that will be completed during the party. 

Would you be interested in attending a Pinterest Party at Temple Beth El? If you think this is an intriguing proposition, I am 
interested in your ideas/preferences. Would you prefer an evening or Sunday afternoon event? Would you want to bring a 
nosh to share, or would you rather all food and beverage be provided for a little extra charge? Would you want input into 
the types of crafty projects you will create, or would you like to be surprised?  

Please email me at plbrown3@juno.com with your ideas, or feel free to give me a call at 518-793-3029. If I find there are 
enough people interested, I'm hoping that we can have our first Pinterest Party at the Temple in the late spring or early 
summer. If it is a success, maybe it can become something we do a few times a year! I'm looking forward to hearing your 
feedback!  

Phyllis Brown 

http://www.urj.org/learning/torah/ten
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May 2013 
SUN MON TUE WED THURS FRI SAT 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

6 p.m. Family 

Service / Potluck / 

Oneg hosted by the 

Charhon Family 

IMO Sol Charhon, 

Regina Charhon & 

Herman Green 

4 

*10:30 a.m. 

Torah Service 

 

 *Please note that a minyan (10 people) is 

required for a Torah Service.  If we do not have a 

minyan, we will have a Torah Study followed by 

the Misheberach and Kaddish prayers. 

5 

9:30 a.m. 

Religious 

School (at 

Temple) 

6 

 

7 

 

8 9 

 

10 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service / Oneg co-

hosted by Steve 

Adler & Karen 

Marks IMO Sidney 

Adler & George 

Schectman and by 

the Durbin Family 

IMO Harry Rot 

11 

10:30 a.m. Tot 

Shabbat  

  

12 

9:30 a.m. 

Religious 

School (at 

Temple) 

 

13 

10 a.m. 

Crafter’s Club  

14 

10 a.m. Book 

Club (The Hare 

with Amber Eyes) 

12 p.m. Ritual / 

Pulpit Committee 

Meeting 

15 

Shavuot 

 

 

 

 

Shofar Deadline 

16 17 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service / Oneg 

18 

11 a.m. Ice 

Cream in honor 

of Shavuot 

19    

9:30 a.m. Last 

Day of 

Religious 

School (at 

Temple) 

1 p.m. Chai 

Society 

Breakfast 

Program (Bill 

Martin) 

7 p.m. Annual 

Federation 

Event 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

5 p.m. Annual 

Community 

Commemoration 

of Jerusalem Day 

Event  

23 24 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service / Oneg 

25 

10:30 a.m. Torah 

Study 

26 

 

27 28 

5 p.m. Temple 

Board Meeting 

 

7 p.m. Annual 

Congregational 

Meeting 

29 30 31 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service Honoring 

Temple Members 

Age 80+ / Board 

Sponsored Oneg 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=meTDcfehXvvyzM&tbnid=O0ollqvkeZ7NpM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tumblr.com%2Ftagged%2Fshavout%3Flanguage%3Dja_JP&ei=REp5UZmnJqnY0QGXy4B4&bvm=bv.45645796,d.dmQ&psi
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Feed the Body.  Feed the Mind. 

Though the school year is coming to a close, we are still collecting books for our TSRS Mitzvah Project.  
Reading is so important for everyone.  Let us share our gently used or new books with people who may not 
be able to purchase books for themselves or their children.   

We have been taught to share most of our lives — this project is another way to share the love of books. 

Jennifer Steuer, TSRS Director 
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Temple Beth El History 
“Decade” 

 

[This is an excerpt from a “Beth-El history paper” written by Ella Cline, covering the period from December, 1936, through 

May, 1937. She called it, “The Second Decade.”] 

 

On Friday, May 8, the Reverend Charles C. Noble [Ed.:  pastor of Christ Church Methodist] spoke from our 

pulpit.  His subject was:  “Is Brotherhood a Possibility?”  He claimed that the real brotherhood of men can 

become a possibility only when each race and people concede to every other the right to differ, and learn to 

appraise an individual without racial or religious prejudice.  There was an exceptionally large attendance. 

Toward the end of April, the April and May committees held a bingo party in the Home Room.  This concluded 

our income-producing activities for the year, and we were ready to elect a new slate of officers and rest until the 

fall.  We elected officers, but we surely did not relax . . . . 

Please bear in mind the significance of this:  For ten-to-fifteen years, the same group have worked, and 

accomplished a great deal.  But with the May election, all the active officers in the Sisterhood, as well as in the 

congregation, with one exception in each group, were comparatively new members.  Consequently, our ways of 

doing things at once began to change, as new vigor and ideas came to the front.  Our story 

now continues with practically a new group working for the same lofty ideals. 

The officers unanimously elected for the congregation were:  Honorary President, Mrs. Julius 

Jacobson; President, Mr. Lester Erlanger; Honorary Vice-president, Mr. Harry Lustig; Vice-

president, Mr. Samuel Kohn; Treasurer, Mr. Charles Gelman; Secretary, Mr. Arthur Hecht. 

The officers elected for the Sisterhood were:  Honorary President, Mrs. Julius Jacobson; 

President, Mrs. Samuel Slater; First vice-president, Mrs. Max Cline; Second vice-president, Mrs. Arthur Hecht; 

Treasurer, Mrs. Lester Erlanger; Secretary, Mrs. Samuel Kohn. 

Mrs. Slater appointed the following chairmen of committees:  Income-producing activities, Mrs. Charles 

Schulman; Publicity, Mrs. Charles Housman; Household, Mrs. Carl Bronne; Sunshine, Mrs. William Levine; 

Educational, Mrs. Charles Gelman; Membership, Mrs. Morris Maslon; Historian, Mrs. Max Cline.  There was some 

difficulty about getting a chairman for the religious school, and that appointment had to be postponed for a while. 

The very first act of the newly-elected officers of the Sisterhood was to meet in executive session in the home of 

the President, Mrs. Slater.  A spirited and informal discussion of plans for the work of the Sisterhood took the 

entire afternoon.  It was decided that income-producing activities should continue during the summer, directed 

by the executive committee, while the activities for the rest of the year should continue in charge of the 

appointed chairman, aided whenever necessary by the executive committee, which planned to meet each month 

during the year, at the homes of the officers. 

And when Ceil Hecht remarked gaily that being a Second vice-president was a joke – whoever heard of a Second 

vice-president? – the executive committee gravely informed her that from now on a Second or First vice-

president was to be the guardian of the religious school and of Jewish holy days – really Sunday school chairman 

– and she was that.  The First vice-president was given the job of Secretary for the executive committee.  There 

was work for everyone to do if the younger group now taking charge attempt to accomplish even a fraction of 

what already has been done in the past ten to fifteen years.  Ella Cline asked for formal organization, lest the 

work be handicapped by lack of a formal record, and was told to hunt up the constitution of the Sisterhood and 

submit it to the executive committee.  So, the summer began with energetic planning and no thought of rest for 

anyone.  And the work we did was such fun! 
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GENERAL FUND 
 

Richard Lustig 

In memory of Frances & Harry Lustig 

Helene Rudnick 

In honor of Judith Metzner Shepherd’s name being added 

to the Mitzvah Plaque 

Carole Wells 

In honor of Judith Metzner Shepherd’s name being added 

to the Mitzvah Plaque 

Ralph Leinoff 

In celebration of the birth of Maya Gabrielle Durbin 

Roz Winston 

In honor of Arnold Slawsby on his 90th birthday 

Ruth Heller 

In memory of Sari Erlanger 

Ruth Heller 

In celebration of the birth of Maya Gabrielle Durbin 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

In memory of Sari Helen Erlanger 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

In memory of Charles Daniels 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

In honor of Maya Gabrielle Durbin receiving her Hebrew 

name 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

In honor of Judith Metzner Shepherd’s name being added 

to the Mitzvah Plaque 

Dr. Orel Friedman 

In celebration of the birth of Maya Gabrielle Durbin 

Jonathan & Dale Nemer 

In memory of Zelda Sacknoff 

Florence Handen 

In celebration of the birth of Maya Gabrielle Durbin 

Helene Rudnick 

In celebration of the birth of Maya Gabrielle Durbin 

Steve Adler & Karen Marks 

In celebration of the birth of Maya Gabrielle Durbin 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

Albert & Rebecca Charhon 

In appreciation of Rabbi Durbin performing the shiva 

service for Martha Green 

Salomon & Elaine Charhon 

In appreciation of Rabbi Durbin performing the shiva 

service for Martha Green 

Joshua & Trina Cohen 

In appreciation of Rabbi Durbin 

Ken & Iain Simmons 

Welcome Maya Gabrielle Durbin!! 

Ken Simmons 

In honor of the American Jewish POWs of WWII who were 

separated from their fellow soldiers and sent to the forced 

labor camp of Berga where many died from deliberate ill-

treatment 

Carole Wells 

In honor of the birth of Maya Gabrielle Durbin 

Condolences 
To Howard (and April, daughter of Temple 

members Dr. Paul & Ann Silk) Solomon whose 

mother, Ida Solomon, passed away unexpectedly 

on Thursday, March 21, 2013 at the age of 77. 

 

To Katie (and Chris, Tyler, and Jonathan) 

Weaver whose aunt, Rosemary Dittrich, passed 

away on Wednesday, April 10, 2013. 

 

Book Club 
Here is the list of books that we will be reading and 
discussing: 

The Hare With Amber Eyes by Edmund De Waal to be 
discussed on Tuesday, May 14 at 10 a.m. 

Room by Emma Donoghue to be 
discussed on June 11 at 10 a.m. 

There will be no book discussions in 
July and August. 

Happy reading,    

Karen Marks 

Contributions 
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Temple-Synagogue Religious School Update 
 

There is very little time left in this school year.  Where did the time go?  Yet, the new school year is coming quickly as 

well: September is only five months away.  I am looking forward to being the TSRS Director again for the 2013-2014 
school year. 

The students have had a fun year.  We had a Chanukah Party, celebrated Tu B’shevat with a tasty seder, had a very 

fun Purim Carnival at Congregation Sharaay Tefila, celebrated with a mock Passover seder, and were enlightened with 
an Israeli Independence Day experience thanks to Elizabeth Levy. 

There have been wonderful days of learning, teaching, and sharing knowledge on how to be a Jew every day.  Through 

sharing memories and experiences of holidays and religious events, we hope to ensure that love for Judaism continues 
to build and become more joyful. 

The last day of Sunday classes is May 19, 2013. 

On June 2, 2013, the Annual Jack Lebowitz Young People’s Picnic will take place at Ridin’ Hy Ranch in Warrensburg.  

This will be another chance for all the students, parents, and teachers to mingle and have a celebratory end to the 
2012-2013 school year. 

Jennifer Steuer, TSRS Director 

 

 

Mazel Tov! 
 

To Rabbis Matt and Rose (and big sister Eliana Rae) 
Durbin on the birth of their daughter, Maya Gabrielle 
Durbin, on Thursday, March 28, 2013. 

 

To Eric Schatz and Elyse Krantz (daughter of Temple 
members Howard and Marcia Krantz) on 
the birth of their daughter, Sadie Rose 
Schatz, on Tuesday, April 2, 2013. 

 

 

Mazel Tov! 
 

To Jessica Katz & Chris Winquist who were 
married on Sunday, April 28, 2013 at the 

Glen Sanders Mansion in Scotia, NY. The wedding 
took place on Lag B'Omer at 11:30 a.m. followed by a 
champagne brunch. The couple will be 
honeymooning in Hawaii. Chris is the son of Barbara 
& Michael Winquist of Rockford, IL and Jessica Katz is 
the daughter of Bruce & Ellen Katz of Queensbury, 
NY. May they be blessed with a long and happy 
marriage! 

 

Kvell* 
 

Adam Handen, grandson of Temple 
member Florence Handen, and son of 
Ben and Diana Handen, has won a 
scholarship to the University of 
Pittsburgh for a PhD program in 
Bioinfomatics. 

 

Paul Amengual, son of Temple 
members Dara & Eric Amengual, has 
received admission to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy.   

 

Meaning of Kvell 
*Kvell: “to beam with intense pride and pleasure, most commonly over the 

achievement of a child or grandchild.”  From Leo Rosten’s Joys of Yiddish 

Would you like to Kvell?  Please tell us the good news about your children, 
grandchildren, nephews, nieces, or even those of your friends.  If they are 
alumni of our religious school, we can share your pride.  If not, we can share 
your happiness. 

Among the things you might wish to tell us are: where they went to school 
and any degrees or accomplishments, military service, travels, current place 
of residence, names of spouses or partners, and names and ages of their 
children. Tell us about their careers and any adventures they have had. 

Just type them up and send them to Katie in the Temple office for inclusion 
in a future issue of the Shofar. 
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We Remember 
 
 

Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on the noted dates: 

May 3 

Emilia Ales, Evelyn Babcock, *Sarah Donnenberg, Joseph Feger, *Joseph Gordon, David Hirsch, Joseph 

Kasriel, *Meyer Lowe, Sadie Newmark, Margaret Ofner, Hannah Pritkin, *George Schectman, Solly 

Silver, Betty Stewart, *Sam Wallach 

May 10 

*Sidney Adler, Stella Chanin, *Lester Erlanger, Nancy Gancher, Hannah Goldstein, Marie Gruber, 

Bernard Jaffee, *Bessie Kohn, *Florence Zinn Krantz, Tillie Lazarus, *Joseph Arthur Leopold, *Harry 

Lustig, Grace Muller, Herbert Muller, Micky Schultz, Sherman Smith, *Ida Sovetts, Edward Wasserman, 

Joseph Werblow 

May 17 

Sandra Lee Campbell, Savino Cipri, *Jennie Erlanger, *Audrey Joseph Gartner, Mary Levin, Max 

Newmark, Aaron Slawsby, Janet Ruth Wein, Minna Wein, Lillian Weitsen 

May 24 

*Jennie Bassock, Joan Ruth Berger, *Regina Katz Goldberger, *Alfred Kohn, Gussie Million, Keva 

Schectman, Irving Schorr, *David Schulman, Buby Schultz, Preddie Sijerkovich, Sam Silk, *Daniel W. 

Sovetts, Abraham Steinberg 

May 31 

Melvin Becker, John Brunnell, Louisa Buyer, Hattie Cohen, *Lillian Kaufman, Harry Kirschenbaum, 

*Harriet Nisoff, Lee William Sanford, Mollie Stewart, *Dr. Morris Yaffee 

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc. 

38 Geer Street 

Glens Falls, NY 12801 

518-792-2010 

 

Scrap Metal Processors 

 

Member of 
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Happy Birthday! 
 

Barbara Plasse (5/2), Jennifer Steuer 
(5/4), Gary Eichin (5/7), Frann 
Flatley (5/10), Robert Rosenkranz (5/13), 
Meredith Rosoff (5/13), Susan Lieberman 
(5/13), Melvin Bittman (5/13), Marilyn Bazan 
(5/14), Jeffrey Hill (5/26), Stuart Leinoff 
(5/28), Sofia Rice (5/31 – 5 years old!), Ruth 
Ginsburg Lichtman (5/31), Suzanne Seay 

(5/31) 

 

      Get Well Soon 
 

Dan Baker, Erica Bartholomew, Donald Bartlett, Marcus Berg, Louise Binns, Ronald Binns, Robin Cohen, Maureen 
Estberg, Elaine Faller, Victor Friedman, Nettie Furman, Alan Gartner, Dawn Gideon, Mike Ginsburg, Jacqueline Gordon, 
Mark Grunblatt, Seth Gutman, Sue Kloss, Sheldon Kramer, Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Levy,  Diane Martin, Leonard Meyers, 
Richard Muller, Suzanne Murphy, Paul Offricht, Jessica Panebianco, Donna Lee Peters, Leo Ritter, Edie Rudnick, Bob 
Savarin, Sonny Segan, David Setzer, Frank Sheridan, April Solomon, Jenn Steuer, Jane Stuebing, Alfred Supe, Judy Supe, 
Carole Wells, Jared Winchell, Sylvia Wodicka 

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,  

STEWART & RHODES, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

One Washington Street 

Glens Falls, NY  12801 

Phone (518) 792-2117 

Appreciation 
 

To Dr. Paul and Ann Silk for sponsoring 
an Oneg in April in memory of May Silk 

and Martin Weitsen 

To Paul and Betty Gancher for hosting an Oneg in 

April in memory of David Gancher. 

To the Flatley Family for sponsoring an Oneg in April 

in memory of Robert Goodman. 

To Norman and Geri Durbin and Stephen and Janis 
Kowel for hosting the kiddush luncheon in April in 
celebration of Maya Gabrielle receiving her Hebrew 

name. 

Happy Anniversary!! 
Howard & Jennifer Nadler (5/30 – 14 years!) 

 

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home 

 

53 Quaker Road 

Queensbury, New York 12804 

P: 518-792-1114 

F: 518-792-1287 

Welcome New Members!! 
John & Gladys Schultz 

Salomon & Elaine Charhon 

Albert & Rebecca Charhon 
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Temple-Synagogue Religious School Board 
 

President: Ellen Katz 

Director: Jennifer Steuer 

Temple Board Members: Elissa Eichin, Ellen Katz, David Lieberman, Jennifer Nadler 

Synagogue Board Members: Ben Cohen, Mitchell Cohen, Melissa Korot, Dolly Morrissey, Bonnie 
Yanklowitz 

 

Officers & Board of Trustees 
 

President: Stephen Adler 

Vice President: Jack Hellman 

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Immediate Past President: Barbara Rosoff 

Trustees: Mark Fleischer, Jeffrey Hill, Matt Levin, Sue Lieberman, Jennifer Nadler, Sanford Searleman, 
Scott Schwartz, Judith Metzner Shepherd, Larry Silver 

 

 

Committees 
 

Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman 

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel 

Membership Chair, David Lieberman 

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly 

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd 

House Chair, Larry Silver 

 

Rabbi Durbin and President Stephen 
Adler will be ex-officio members of all 

committees. 

 

 

Donna LaFrance 

Owner/Operator 

(518) 743-1722 

www.donnastuftpretzels.com 

The Recipe Corner 
Do you have a favorite recipe to share that wasn’t included 

in the Temple cookbook, Tasteful Traditions? The Shofar 

welcomes your recipe submission to be included in our new 
monthly column.  Send your recipes to Katie in the Temple 

office.  

Husky Potatoes 

8 cups (1-32 oz package) frozen hash browns 

1-1/2 Cup Half and Half 

1-1/2 to 2 cups grated Parmesan cheese 

1 Stick Butter 

Put potatoes in a 9 x 13 glass pan.  Mix half of the cheese 

with the potatoes.  Warm the half and half in a sauce pan.  

Add butter to half and half to melt.  Pour the mixture 

over the potatoes.  Sprinkle the remaining cheese on top.  

Bake at 350 degrees for 45 Minutes to an hour until the 

top browns lightly.  Enjoy! 

Salomon Charhon 

 



 

3 Marion Avenue 
Glens Falls, New York      

12801-2813 

Phone: 518-792-4364 

Fax: 518-792-4336 

E-mail: tbegfny@gmail.com 

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated, 

traditional, intermarried & non-

traditional families and individuals. 

Temple Beth El 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Rabbi Matthew J. Durbin 

The Shofar 
Editors: 

 Phyllis Brown 
 Lois Hellman 

 Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Editorial Assistant: 

 Katie Weaver 

Writing for the Shofar?  Think Ahead! 
 
Writing something for the Shofar?  REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES.  Articles and announcements for the 

Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired 

publication date.  The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the 

Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible.  The Shofar is published before the first day of 

each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements. 

 

Remember:  If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as 

early as the issue preceding the event.  And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket 

or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance.  Even for 

something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers 

to “save the date”! 

 

The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions.  E-mail submission (tbegfny@gmail.com) is preferred.  

Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment.  If you lack internet access, you may deliver or mail 

your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens Falls, NY 12801, to 

arrive prior to the deadline. 

 

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the June issue of the Shofar is 

Wednesday, May 15!   


