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Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens Falls, New York 12801 

(518) 792-4364 * Office@GlensFallsTemple.com * www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

Affiliate member of the URJ since 1950 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Monday, June 2 at 7 p.m. 

Proposed Slate of Officers: 

President: Matt Levin 

Immediate Past President: Stephen Adler 

Vice President: Jack Hellman 

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks and Allison Levin 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Trustees: Rebecca Charhon, Jeff Hill, Dave Lieberman, Jenn Nadler, Barbara Rosoff,  
Sandy Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Judy Shepherd, Larry Silver 

Farewell, Rabbi Durbin 

Saturday, June 7 at 1:30 p.m. 
Catering by Monahan Chase Caterers 

$18/Adult; $9/Child ages 6-12; Free for Children age 5 and under 

Reservations must be received on or before Friday, May 30, 2014. 

Please phone Katie in the Temple office to provide credit card and reservation information or mail your 
check to the Temple. 

Picnic Lunch: Brisket Sliders, Chicken Sliders, Caponata Sliders, Salad, Fruit, Dessert, & Beverages 

President’s Message 
Smorgasbord: A Little Bit of Everything 

1. The Blending of the Generations: L’dor v’dor.  Karen and I had a wonderful time at Temple’s Seder, a 

tribute to Rabbi Durbin’s leadership, to our wonderful cooks and servers, and to the Passover 

Committee.  Our celebration was part of the worldwide involvement of the Jewish people, our friends 

and our coreligionists in a traditional observance that is thousands of years old.  What most impressed 

me was the participation of a wide cross-section of the generations at Temple, with everyone working 

hard for months to ensure success.  As we bask in the afterglow of our accomplishment, I encourage 

you to pick one activity, or to recommend one new program, and volunteer to make it a success. 

2. Temple Leadership: You will note the list of the candidates for Board membership this year.  Several 

members will be leaving, and several others have indicated a willingness to step aside in the future in 

order to give other members an opportunity to serve, and to make a difference.  Our Board is fully 

representative of the cross-section of our membership, and Temple can only benefit from the continual 

infusion of new ideas and new energy.  If you are interested, please phone one of us and talk about it! 

3. Temple Finances: My sincere gratitude to members who responded to our call for dues.  Your 

response is encouraging, although our work is far from over.  Temple’s expenses are not discretionary.  

There is not a single item in our budget that is not directly tied to a specific activity.  A failure to meet 

our budgetary obligations leaves your Board no choice but to reevaluate all activities for next year.  If 

you have any questions about this, please call me.  Better yet, come to our annual meeting on June 2nd, 

listen and express yourself.  Let’s work together to keep Temple Beth El strong! 

[Continued on page 2] 
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Chai Society Breakfast Program 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN DATE TO MAY 11. 
 

Topic:  Albert Memmi and the Art of Looking 
Closely 

Speaker:  Bernice Mennis, Professor Emerita of 
English and author of Breaking Out of Prison:  A 
Guide to Consciousness, Compassion and 
Freedom. 

Date and Time:  Sunday, May 11 at 9:30 a.m. 

Summary:  Albert Memmi was born in Tunis--an 
Arab Jew, a Jewish Arab.  He is a philosopher who 
looks closely at his own experiences and at both 
patterns and layers of power, oppression, 
nationalism, and racism, attempting to see through 
and beyond denial, myth, and ideology.  In this talk 
Bernice will reflect on four of his books:  The 
Colonizer and the Colonized, Portrait of a Jew, 
Jews and Arabs, and Racism. 

Rabbi’s Message 
 

A close friend and colleague of mine, Rabbi Misha Kapustin, a rabbi in the Ukraine, 

whom I studied with while in rabbinical school, recently contacted me and asked for 

help. He has had to flee from the conflict and provide comfort to his community 

amidst frightening and terrible conditions. His community, Ner Tamid in Simferopol, 

was vandalized in late February with anti-Semitic remarks and graffiti. The situation 

he told me was dire and in need of immediate intervention and assistance. I remember 

thinking, how can I best help him? What can I or the community do? “Support, educate 

and inform” was his response— “make others aware of the situation and find it within 

your hearts to support us and strengthen our community…Ask your government to 

help; create awareness amongst your community.”  

I felt a sincere and urgent need to support my friend as best I could. One way that I 

could help was to donate to the World Union of Progressive Judaism, the umbrella 

organization of the Union for Reform Judaism, housed in Jerusalem, which 

encompasses over 1,400 Progressive congregations world-wide. They provide 

assistance for those communities who are in need. I also signed petitions in order for 

others to be aware that we as a Jewish community are concerned with the events 

escalating in the Ukraine. The world presents challenges and struggles, some of which 

affect us directly here in America, and others which affect our people in other 

countries—we MUST take a stand; we must advocate for others who have no one to 

advocate for them; we must support our brothers and sisters who are still living in 

chains and enduring the burden of hatred and anti-Semitism worldwide. 

During this season, the time when we Jews have experienced freedom and safety from 

oppressive forces, I have begun to think deeply about the messages and implications 

freedom has on our people and society. We have recently shared together as a 

congregation our annual community-wide Passover seder, recalling the events of our 

sacred past.  We now enter into our 49 day period from Passover to Shavuot, the 

journey from slavery to freedom towards redemption and receiving the Torah on Mt. 

Sinai. I have been challenged by recent events that have made me question the issue of 

freedom in a critical way. Are we truly free? Does freedom not mean free from 

persecution, hatred, bigotry or anti-Semitism?  The overarching theme of Passover is 

that we were once slaves in the land of Egypt and thus we should know the burdens of 

the stranger and therefore should not oppress the stranger. The main theme throughout 

Passover is to ensure freedom for those who are yet to be free. The shootings at 

Overland Park, Kansas, at the local JCC and the devastating political struggle and 

exploitations occurring in the Ukraine are two very clear examples of how in our world 

the notion of freedom is a luxury, not a universal right.  

Hatred, bigotry, ignorance and anti-Semitism plague our society, restricting our 

freedom. How can we as a society progress and turn the hearts of many into an [a]lter 

of trust and devotion, when so many live under oppressive rule and are oftentimes 

misguided? How can we as a community ensure that these type of atrocities cease from 

our society? One clear and definitive way is for us to support national movements that 

aim at educating, informing and inspiring others around us of the issues which affect 

humanity. It is our responsibility as Jews to support organizations that work tirelessly 

for Jews and non-Jews alike to live in a society free from persecution and rebuke.  

During this season, a time of spiritual freedom, may we think about the many ways we 

can bring about social harmony within our fragile and fragmented world. May we be 

reminded of the words of Elie Wiesel, who once wrote, “The opposite of love is not 

hate, it’s indifference.” 

President’s Message 
[Continued from page 1.] 

 

4. Rabbinic Search: A hearty “Thanks!” to those 

who have contributed to our search.  Your 

responses to the questionnaire that we distributed 

have been invaluable!  In case you were 

wondering, we were pleased to note that, with a 

few slight variations, Temple members are clear 

on who we are, what we value most, and what we 

hope to find in a new Rabbi.  The Search 

Committee received an excellent Orientation/

Training from Gail Hamel, a member who owns a 

Human Resources Consulting firm.  We have 

forwarded our application to the Central 

Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR), and we 

are awaiting the opportunity to interview 

candidates.  Matt Levin has spearheaded this vital 

project.  Thank you, Matt! 

This final item is bittersweet, in that, as we hope 

for the future, our Search process inevitably 

causes me to reflect on Rabbi Durbin’s time at 

Temple.  Most of those involved have worked 

closely with the Rabbi, watching him grow into his 

role as a new Rabbi and leave his imprint on all of 

us.  He has been gracious in advising us on how to 

approach the interview process in particular, 

which I am certain results in conflicted feelings as 

well for him. Thank you, Rabbi Durbin! 

Looking forward to spending time with you at 

Temple, 

Steve Adler, President 
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Would you like to Kvell*? 
 

Please tell us about the achievements of your children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces or even those of 

your friends. If they are alumni of our religious school we can share your pride. If not, we can share 

your happiness. 
 

Among the things you might wish to tell us are - where they went to school and any degrees or 

accomplishments, military service, travels, current place of residence, names of spouses or partners 

and names and ages of their children. Tell us about their careers and their lives. 
 

Just type them up and send them to Katie for inclusion in a future edition of the Shofar. 
 

*kvell: to beam with intense pride and pleasure, most commonly over the achievement of a child or 

grandchild. 

 

Jack & Lois Hellman Kvell about their Grandchildren 
 

Jazlyn Hellman was inducted into the National Honor Society at the Saratoga Springs High School. 

 

Goldie Hellman was accepted into the Symphonic Band at the Saratoga Springs High School. This 

means that she and her sister, Jazlyn, will be in a class together for the first time in their lives. 

 

Noah Hellman recently played the part of a Hun Soldier in the play Mulan at Tech Valley High School in 

Rensselaer, NY. 

 

Mike & Gilda Siegel Kvell about their Grandson 
 

Ray Futia is a member of Temple Beth Emeth in Albany, but has been blowing the Shofar during High 

Holy Days for Temple Beth El for the past number of years.  To quote him, "because I was personally 

invited to do so" as the Temple did not have enough talented blowers at the time.  He has enjoyed 

being a part of the service during those years.  

 

Ray, a junior at Binghamton University majoring in biology, “is studying how mitochondrial variation 

affects cell fitness in a natural population,” according to a recent article on www.bupipedream.com.  The 

Siegels are very proud to be able to share this article with the temple: http://www.bupipedream.com/

news/33109/ray-futia-rd-feature/ 

 

Call Katie in the Temple Office to ad-
vertise your business in Temple Beth 

El’s monthly issue of the Shofar 
(518-792-4364) 

 
Adirondack Theatre 

Festival is 
celebrating 20 years 

of professional 
summer theatre in 

Glens Falls! 
 

Tickets on sale May 1 ATFestival.org    (518)874-0800 

http://www.bupipedream.com/
http://www.bupipedream.com/news/33109/ray-futia-rd-feature/
http://www.bupipedream.com/news/33109/ray-futia-rd-feature/
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May 2014 

SUN MON TUE WED THURS FRI SAT 

1 2 

6 p.m. Family 

Service / Potluck / 

Oneg  

3 

10:30 a.m. Torah 

Study 

 

*Please note that a minyan (10 people or more) is required for a Torah 

Service.  If we do not have a minyan, we will have a Torah Study followed by 
the Mi Sheberach and Kaddish prayers.  Please make a commitment to attend 

a Torah Service so our Temple can assure others there will, in fact, be a 

formal Torah Service including reading from the Torah.  

4 

9 a.m. 
Religious 

School  

 

12 p.m. 
Community 

Luncheon (See 

page 10) 

 

 

5 

 

6 

 

 

7 

4 p.m. Hebrew 

School 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

9 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service / Oneg 

hosted by the 

Flatley Family in 

celebration of 

Mason becoming a 

Bar Mitzvah 

10 

10:30 a.m. 
Mason Flatley 

Bar Mitzvah (See 

page 10) 

11 

No Religious 

School 

 

9:30 a.m. Chai 

Society 

Breakfast 

Program (Guest 

Speaker: 

Bernice 

Mennis) (See 

Page 2) 

12 13 

10 a.m. Book 

Club (On Writing 

by Stephen King) 

(See page 11) 

12 p.m. 
Ritual/Pulpit 

Committee 

Meeting 

14 

4 p.m. Hebrew 

School (Last Day 

of Classes) 

15 

Shofar Deadline 

16 

7 p.m. Torah 

Service / Oneg  

17 

10:30 a.m. Torah 

Study 

18 

9 a.m. 

Religious 

School (Last 

Day of Classes) 

19 20 

 

21 

 

 

22 

 

23 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service / Oneg  

24 

10:30 a.m. Torah 

Study 

25 

No Religious 

School 

26 

 

Memorial Day 

27 

7 p.m. Temple 

Board Meeting 

28 

 

 

29 30 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service / Oneg 

hosted by the 

Charhon Family in 

memory of Regina 

Charhon and Sol 

Charhon 

31 

10:30 a.m. Torah 

Service* 

(Conversion of 

Landrie Bock) 
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Temple Beth El History 
“Be Thou a Blessing” 

 

[This is an excerpt from a history paper written by Ella Cline, covering the period from June, 1937, through October, 

1938.  She called it, “Be Thou a Blessing.”] 
 

The most important affair of the summer [1938] was the all-artist concert in the Knights of Columbus Hall on August the ninth. 

Arthur Hecht was chairman. He was assisted by all the active members of Beth El and of the Hebrew Community Association*, 

who worked untiringly to obtain the best talent available from the summer resorts within a radius of over forty miles, as well as to 

obtain advertisements for the program from local merchants and others. The net profit from this event, about one thousand 

dollars, was divided equally between Beth El Congregation and the Hebrew Community Association. 
 

This working together, in the Sisterhood, in the Assembly, even earning money for both causes in unison, is a healthy and 

gratifying sign of unity and of a growing, friendly understanding. 
 

During the summer there was a large bridge for the benefit of the Sisterhood at Luzerne; a meeting of the executive committee 

with Mrs. Albert May at Abenia, Lake George**; another large bridge at the home of Mrs. Copelan. The summer activities are 

mentioned because at each of them Mother Jacobson was present, gently and lovingly greeting each of us, her wise amiability 

quieting our turbulent spirits, her presence a blessing at each of our gatherings. 
 

Our newly-elected presiding officer, Mrs. Hecht, felt that our summer activities justified a reward before we began working on 

our regular winter schedule. Mrs. Hecht, with the help of a committee, arranged a luncheon and bridge on September the eighth 

at Fan and Bill's***, more in the nature of a pleasant get-together than as a money-making venture. Among the thirty present was 

Mother Jacobson, visiting from table to table while we were playing cards, speaking cordially to each, bidding us an affectionate 

farewell as we left for our homes. 
 

The very next afternoon Mother Jacobson suffered a heart attack from which she failed to recover. At fifteen minutes past two in 

the morning of September the ninth, her saintly soul left her aged body to regain its youthful vigor in unimagined joy and beauty 

beyond our mortal understanding. 

 

*“Hebrew Community Association” here means the Congregation now known as Shaaray Tefila. The original Jewish congregation in Glens Falls, which we would now consider 

 “orthodox,” had moved into the Hebrew Community Center that was built at about the same time as Temple Beth El. For decades, the outdoor signage continued to 

 read “Hebrew” or “Jewish” Community Center.[Ed.] 

**Mrs. Albert May was the president of the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods. She was the daughter of Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise, founder of Hebrew Union College in 

 Cincinnati, Ohio. “Abenia” was the summer home of the family of Adolph Ochs, owner and publisher of The New York Times and a charter member of Temple Beth 

 El. Its boathouse is now the BoatHouse restaurant, on the west shore of Lake George.[Ed.] 

***Fan and Bill's, which closed in the 1950's, was an expensive steak house and night club, located on part of the Queensbury property that is now the Mount Royal Plaza 
 shopping center. For a picture of its classic, Art Deco building, view the postcard at https://www.flickr.com/photos/boston_public_library/7211261356/.  The original 
 Fan and Bill's was in Manhattan, and after 1939, others were opened in Miami Beach; Washington, D.C.; and Atlanta. The local Fan and Bills served dinner until 

 3:00 a.m. See the 1946 Post Star advertisement at http://fultonhistory.com/newspaper%2010/Glens%20Falls%20NY%20Post%20Star/Glens%20Falls% 20Post%

 20Star%201946%20Jan-Jun%20Grayscale/Glens%20Falls%20Post%20Star%201946%20Jan-Jun%20Grayscale%20-%200160.pdf. [Ed.] 

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,  

STEWART & RHODES, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

One Washington Street 

Glens Falls, NY  12801 

Phone (518) 792-2117 

 

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home 

 

53 Quaker Road 

Queensbury, New York 12804 

P: 518-792-1114 

F: 518-792-1287 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/boston_public_library/7211261356/
http://fultonhistory.com/newspaper%2010/Glens%20Falls%20NY%20Post%20Star/Glens%20Falls%20Post%20Star%201946%20Jan-Jun%20Grayscale/Glens%20Falls%20Post%20Star%201946%20Jan-Jun%20Grayscale%20-%200160.pdf
http://fultonhistory.com/newspaper%2010/Glens%20Falls%20NY%20Post%20Star/Glens%20Falls%20Post%20Star%201946%20Jan-Jun%20Grayscale/Glens%20Falls%20Post%20Star%201946%20Jan-Jun%20Grayscale%20-%200160.pdf
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Torah Portions 
 

May 3 

Emor 

Lev. 21:1-24:23. 

Pr. Ez. 44:15-31. 
 

May 10 

Be-Har 

Lev. 25:1-26:2. 

Pr. Jer. 32:6-27. 
 

May 17 

Be-Chukkotai 

Lev. 26:3-27:34. 

Pr. Jer. 16:19-17:14. 
 

May 24 

Be-Midbar 

Num. 1:1-4:20. 

Pr. Hosea 2:1-22. 
 

May 31 

Nasso 

Num. 4:21-7:89 

Pr. Judges 13:2-25 

 

10 Minutes of Torah 
 

Sign up to receive a one-page e-mail each day on a topic of Jewish interest. It only takes 10 minutes 

a day to get started on a lifelong journey. Spend 10 minutes a day — and before you know it you’ll 

have completed 100 hours of Torah study!   All you need to do is find ten minutes a day to “do 

Torah.”  Reform Jews committed to having Judaism in their daily lives are encouraged to participate 

in 10 minutes a day for 5 days each week of personal connection to a Jewish text, issue or topic.  For 

example:  Monday—Reform Voices of Torah; Tuesday—NFTY at 75; Wednesday—Israel 

Connection; Thursday—Celebrating Jewish Arts and Culture; Friday—Weekly Update with Ten 

Minutes of Torah and Weekly News Updates.  Select all five days or any combination.  Each 

weekday morning, an e-mail will be delivered to your inbox for you to study at your convenience.  

Sign up for 10 Minutes of Torah by visiting: www.reformjudaism.org/learning/ten-minutes-torah.  

Take your study of 10 Minutes of Torah to the next level by signing up for Eilu V’eilu. 

 

 

Going Out of 
Business 
Sale!!!! 

 

Everything in 

the Temple’s 

Judaica 

Shop is 50% 

off! 

 

“Somewhere Over the Rainbow” 

This article was found on “the internet” and attributed to Simcha Jacobovici.  According to the Times of 

Israel, “(h)e is a three time Emmy winner for ‘Outstanding Journalism’ and a New York Times best selling 

author.” 
 

At the 2014 Oscars, they celebrated the 75th anniversary of the release of the “Wizard of Oz” by 

having Pink sing “Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” with highlights from the film in the background.  

But what few people realized, while listening to that incredible performer singing that 

unforgettable song, is that the music is deeply embedded in the Jewish experience. 
 

The film came out on January 1, 1939.  This was less than two months after the notorious 

Kristallnacht – night of the crystal – when Jewish businesses were looted, synagogues attacked and 

Jewish storefronts had their windows smashed by the Nazi regime in Germany.  WWII was 

exactly 8 months away.  In other words, the Holocaust was about to begin.  Six million Jews would 

be murdered, one million of them children, for no other reason other than that they were Jews. 
 

In the prelude to this orgy of murder, three great revolutionary movements were incubated in the 

Jewish towns and villages of Germany and eastern Europe: Communism, Zionism and 

Americanism.  The Communists tried to avert the impending destruction of European Jewry by 

doing away with all nationalism and creating a utopian Communist society where Jews would not 

be persecuted because no one would be persecuted.  There would be no nations and no religions.  

Kind of John Lennon’s utopian “Imagine.”  The Zionists attempted to overcome Jewish 

powerlessness by empowering Jews.  Nations would not disappear right away, they said.  Rather, 

the only way to avert the destruction of world Jewry was for Jews to go back to their ancient 

homeland and establish themselves as a people.  Only that way, when the great melding of 

humanity would happen, Jews could join the community of nations.  For their part, those Jews that 

emigrated to America – especially in the great waves at the end of the 19th century and the 

beginning of the 20th century – believed that the solution to the “Jewish question” had already 

been invented – America! 
 

Whereas Communists wanted to assimilate in the lands that they lived in, and Zionists wanted to 

assimilate on a national level, i.e., let’s create Israel so we can be a “nation like any other nation,” 

for million of imperiled Jews assimilation was possible only in America.  In America, they argued, 

everyone assimilates.  Of course, many came to America to physically survive.  They had no desire 

to give up their identity.  But many others saw America not as a land of refuge or opportunity but 

as a dreamland that exists “somewhere over the rainbow.”  In that land, they thought, “skies are 

blue and the dreams that you dare to dream really do come true.” 
 

[Continued on page 7] 
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“Somewhere Over the Rainbow” 
[Continued from page 6.] 

 

 

When the clouds of anti-Semitism were gathering over Europe – as they are once again gathering now – out of the collective 

Jewish angst that the immigrants brought to America, a handful of Jews translated their assimilationist fantasies onto a new 

medium – film.  As Neal Gabler has so remarkably documented in “An Empire of their Own: How the Jews Invented Hollywood,” 

all the Hollywood studios were created by Jewish immigrants.  Columbia Pictures was founded by Adolph Zukor from Hungary, 

Universal was founded by Carl Laemmle from Germany, MGM by Louis B. Mayer from Belarus, Warner Brothers by Polish 

immigrants Harry, Albert, Sam and Jack Warner (Jack was the only brother born in North America).  The list goes on.  The 

genius of these “moguls” was that they were able to translate shtetl dreams into American feature films.  Suddenly, their fantasies 

of white picket fences, strong father, loving neighbors and a society where race and religion didn’t matter became everyone’s 

fantasies.  “Americanism” morphed into “Hollywoodism,” and Hollywoodism replaced the real America with the America of the 

films.  For example, the American Army was segregated up to and including WWII.  But in Hollywood films, the American Army 

was integrated and that’s how we remember the Second World War – blacks and whites fighting together in platoons that never 

existed.  Similarly with the Westerns.  Bad guys with high boots terrorizing religious townspeople until a new sheriff rode into 

town didn’t actually happen in the American West.  But the Hollywood Jews managed to take the experience of eastern 

European Jews terrorized during pogroms by Ukrainian Cossacks and convert into the classic American Western. 
 

The fantasies of immigrant Jews wanting to be “real” Americans were popularized not only by Hollywood producers – there 

were also the Broadway and Tin Pan Alley Jews.  It is no accident, for example that the greatest Christmas songs of all time were 

written by Jews.  For example, “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer” was written by Johnny Marks and “White Christmas” was 

penned by a Jewish liturgical singer’s (cantor) son, Irving Berlin.  But perhaps the most poignant song emerging out of the mass 

exodus from Europe was “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.”  The lyrics were written by Yip Harburg.  He was the youngest of 

four children born to Russian Jewish immigrants.  His real name was Isidore Hochberg and he grew up in a Yiddish speaking, 

Orthodox Jewish home in New York.  The music was written by Harold Arlen, a cantor’s son.  His real name was Hyman Arluck 

and his parents were from Lithuania.  Together, Hochberg and Arluck wrote “Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” which was voted 

the 20th Century’s number one song by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) and the National Endowment for 

the Arts (NEA).  In writing it, the two men reached deep into their immigrant Jewish consciousness – framed by the pogroms of 

the past and the Holocaust about to happen – and wrote an unforgettable melody set to near prophetic words.  Read the lyrics in 

the Jewish context and suddenly the words are no longer about wizards and Oz, but about Jewish survival: 
 

Somewhere over the rainbow, / Way up high, / There’s a land that I heard of / Once in a lullaby. / Somewhere over 

the rainbow / Skies are blue, / And the dreams that you dare to dream / Really do come true. / Someday I’ll wish 

upon a star / And wake up where the clouds are far / Behind me. / Where troubles melt like lemon drops / Away 

above the chimney tops / There’s where you’ll find me. / Somewhere over the rainbow / Bluebirds fly. / Birds fly over 

the rainbow. / Why then, oh why can’t I? / If happy little bluebirds fly / Beyond the rainbow / Why, oh why can’t I? 
 

The Jews of Europe could not fly.  They could not escape beyond the rainbow.  Harburg was almost prescient when he talked 

about wanting to fly like a bluebird away from the “chimney tops.”  In the post-Auschwitz era, chimney tops have taken on a 

whole different meaning than the one they had at the beginning of 1939. 
 

Pink’s mom is Judith Kugel.  She’s Jewish of Lithuanian background.  As Pink was belting the Harburg/Arlen song from the stage at 

the Academy Awards, I wasn’t thinking about the movie.  I was thinking about Europe’s lost Jews and the immigrants to America.  

I was then struck by the irony that for two thousand years the land that the Jews heard of “once in a lullaby” was not America, 

but Israel.  The remarkable thing would be that less than ten years after “Somewhere Over the 

Rainbow” was first published, the exile was over and the State of Israel was reborn.  Perhaps the 

“dreams that you dare to dream really do come true.” 
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Contributions 
GENERAL FUND 

 

In Memory of Ted Helman: 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 
 

In Memory of May Silk: 

Paul & Ann Silk 
 

In Memory of Martin Weitsen: 

Paul & Ann Silk 
 

In Memory of Leonard Myers: 

Salomon & Elaine Charhon 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In Memory of Arthur Feldstein: 

Sharyn Feldstein Fox 
 

In Honor of Rabbi Durbin: 

Sam & Linda Friedman 
 

In Honor of the Wedding of William Sheerer and Deborah 

Friedman: 

Sam & Linda Friedman 
 

In Honor of the Conversion of William Sheerer: 

Sam & Linda Friedman 

 

Condolences 
 

Ernest F. Krulik, husband of Isobel “Izzy” Krulik and father of Temple members Amy (Bill) 

Brender, passed away on March 28, 2014 at the age of 74. 

 

Susan M. Fisher, wife of John Thomas Fisher, mother of Tracy (John) Etu and Andrew (Ceri) 

Fisher, and aunt of Temple’s own Daniel Fisher, passed away on April 1, 2014 at the age of 61 

after a long, courageous, hard-fought battle with cancer. 

 

Special Event! 
 

We urge all members of Temple Beth El to 

attend the 13th Annual Saratoga/North Country/ 

Federation event on Sunday, May 18, 7:00 PM, at the 

Saratoga City Center. 

 

The speaker is the incomparable Professor Stephen 

M. Berk, internationally respected authority on 

American foreign policy in the Middle East. The 

topic, “Hot Topics on Peace in the Middle 

East” is most timely. The program includes a 

catered dinner and a dessert reception by “As You 

Like it” caterers, with plenty time to network and 

socialize. 

 

Federation is very generous to the Glens Falls Jewish 

community and specifically to our Temple. 

Federation funds many programs and services which 

help and serve our individual members. Participation 

is a beautiful way to “give back” and say thank you. 

 

Temple Beth El members, Steve Adler and Mike 

Seidel, are event chairs. 

 

The cost of the event is only $30.00 pp. 

Reservations can be made by calling Sara Mastro at 

783-7800 ext. 232 or on-line at 

www.jewishfednyorg. 

http://www.jewishfednyorg/
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We Remember 
 

Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be 

recited in Temple on the noted dates: 

May 2 

Emilia Ales, *Guttel Aronson, Evelyn Babcock, Mark 

Chanis, *Sarah Donnenberg, Joseph R. Feger, *Charles 

Friedman, Salo Hellenberg, Sidney Hellman, David 

Hirsch, Joseph Kasriel, Beatrice Levy, *Meyer Lowe, 

Sadie Newmark, Margaret Ofner, Hannah Pritikin, Solly 

Silver, *Sam Wallach, *Dr. Saul Yafa 

May 9 

Stella Chanin, Charles Daniels, *Evelyn Friedman, Goldie 

Heyman, *Bessie Kohn, *Florence Zinn Krantz, Tillie 

Lazarus, *Joseph Arthur Leopold, *Harry Lustig, Grace 

Muller, Herbert Muller, Micky Schultz, *Howard Serlin, 

Sherman Smith, *Ida Sovetts, Betty Stewart, Edward 

Wasserman, Joseph Werblow 

May 16 

*Audrey Joseph Gartner, Michael Ginsburg, Hannah 

Goldstein, James Gruber, Bernard Jaffee, Julius Seidman, 

Aaron Slawsby, Janet Ruth Wein, *Minna F. Wein, Lillian 

Weitsen 

May 23 

*Jennie Bassock, Sandra Lee Campbell, Regina Charhon, 

Savino Cipri, *Regina Katz Goldberger, *Joseph Gordon, 

*Alfred Kohn, Gussie Million, Max Newmark, *George 

Schectman, *David Schulman, Sam Silk 

May 30 

*Sidney A. Adler, Melvin Becker, Louisa Buyer, Sol 

Charhon, Hattie Cohen, *Lester Erlanger, Nancy Gancher, 

Marie Gruber, *Lillian Kaufman, Harry Kirschenbaum, 

*Harriet Nisoff, Lee William Sanford, Buby Schultz, 

*Daniel W. Sovetts, *Dr. Morris Yaffee 

(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary) 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 
Barbara Plasse (5/2), Jennifer Steuer (5/4), 

Gary Eichin (5/7), Frann Flatley (5/10), 

Robert Rosenkranz (5/13), Meredith Rosoff 

(5/13), Sue Lieberman (5/13), Melvin 

Bittman (5/13), Marilyn Bazan (5/14), Jordon 

Gregory (5/25 – 12 years old!), Jeff Hill (5/26), Stuart 

Leinoff (5/28), Sofia Rice (5/31 – 6 years old!), Ruth 

Ginsburg Lichtman (5/31), Suzanne Seay (5/31) 

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc. 

38 Geer Street 

Glens Falls, NY 12801 

518-792-2010 

Scrap Metal Processors 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

Howard & Jennifer Nadler (5/30 – 15 years!) 
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Mason Flatley: My Mitzvah Project 

For my Bar Mitzvah, I did two separate community service projects.  The first project was working in the 

courtyard at the Lake George Elementary School.  The courtyard was made to resemble the lake and the 

mountains surrounding it.  During the construction, I cleared the courtyard of rocks and weeds.  The hardest 

part was to wheelbarrow all of the debris into the deep woods.  We also planted a vegetable garden.  The 

chef uses the fresh vegetables for lunch everyday.  I’m glad I was part of that project knowing that other 

children will benefit from my hard work. 

The second project I did was working at the Balloon Fest at Glens Falls Airport.  I helped the Open Door 

Food Pantry serve breakfast to the guests at Balloon Fest.  The proceeds from the breakfast helped the 

Open Door Food Pantry.  I’m glad I was able to work there because I know that the food pantry shelves 

would be stocked and people wouldn’t go hungry.   

I look forward to doing more community service in the future because it feels good knowing that I’m helping 

other people. 



 

Appreciation 
 

To Sam & Linda Friedman for hosting an Oneg in 

April in celebration of Bill & Debbie’s wedding, and 

in celebration of Bill’s conversion! 
 

To Jack & Lois Hellman and Helene Rudnick for 

hosting an Oneg in April in memory of Goldie 

Brown. 
 

To Tim & Frann Flatley for sponsoring an Oneg in 

April in memory of Robert Goodman. 
 

To Jack & Lois Hellman for hosting 

an Oneg in April in memory of Sidney 

Hellman. 
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Officers & Board of Trustees 
 

President: Stephen Adler 

Vice President: Matt Levin 

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Immediate Past President: Barbara Rosoff 

Trustees: Mark Fleischer, Jack Hellman, Jeffrey Hill, Dave Lieberman,  
Jennifer Nadler, Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Judith Metzner 

Shepherd, and Larry Silver 

 

Committees 
 

Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman 

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel 

Membership Chair, David Lieberman 

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly 

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd 

House Chair, Larry Silver 

Religious School Chair, Rabbi Durbin 

Rabbi Durbin and  
President Stephen Adler will be  

ex-officio members of all committees. 

 

 

 

Get Well Soon 
 

Kayra Balente, Erica Bartholomew, Donald 
Bartlett, Dan Beldy, Jean Berg, Marcus Berg, 
Louise Binns, Ronald Binns, Mia Corton, Maureen 
Estberg, Elaine Faller, Elliot Friedman, Victor 
Friedman, Nettie Furman, Alan Gartner, Dawn 
Gideon, Jacqueline Gordon, Mark Grunblatt, Seth 
Gutman, Anita Johnson, Edith Katz, Sheldon 
Kramer, Howard Krantz, Elliot Lang, Ralph Leinoff, 
Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Levy, Diane Martin, Ed 
Miltch, Sylvia Miltch, Richard Muller, Lester 
Nadler, Jessica Panebianco, Dorris Pock, Lewis 
Rich, Edie Rudnick, Jennifer 
Ruffing, Bob Savarin, David Setzer, 
April Solomon, Summer Solomon, 
Benjamin Steuer, Jane Stuebing, 
Alfred Supe, Judy Supe, Carole 
Wells, Bill Woodward 

 

 

Book Club 
 

Here are the books that we will be reading and 
discussing: 
 

May 13, 2014: On Writing by Stephen King 

June 10, 2014: The House at Riverton by Kate 
Morton 
 

Happy reading,    

Karen Marks 



 

3 Marion Avenue 
Glens Falls, New York      

12801-2813 

Phone: 518-792-4364 

Fax: 518-792-4336 

office@glensfallstemple.com 

www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated, 

traditional, intermarried & non-

traditional families and individuals. 

Temple Beth El 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Rabbi Matthew J. Durbin 

The Shofar 
Editors: 

 Phyllis Brown 
 Lois Hellman 

 Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Editorial Assistant: 

 Katie Weaver 

Writing for the Shofar?  Think Ahead! 
 
Writing something for the Shofar?  REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES.  Articles and announcements for the 

Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired 

publication date.  The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the 

Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible.  The Shofar is published before the first day of 

each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements. 

 

Remember:  If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as 

early as the issue preceding the event.  And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket 

or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance.  Even for 

something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers 

to “save the date”! 

 

The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions.  E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com) 

is preferred.  Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment.  If you lack internet access, you may 

deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens 

Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline. 

 

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the June issue of the Shofar is 

Thursday, May 15! 


