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Talking to a Wall 
An Israeli fable, which has been relevant for at least half a century, recounts the 
story of a journalist stationed in Jerusalem who notices the daily stroll of a 
religious Jew to the kotel (the Western Wall Plaza in the Old City). The reporter 
counts the elderly gentleman making no fewer than three daily trips for his 
pilgrimage. Impressed by the man’s constancy, the journalist inquires of the 
Jewish pilgrim, “Why no fewer than three visits to the shrine every day?” The 
answer came, “I go to pray. In the morning I pray for the health of my family and 
friends. In the afternoon, I pray for peace for Israel with our neighbors in the 
region. Finally, in the evening, I pray for peace throughout the world.” “So, how 
does that feel?” “Well, it feels like talking to a wall!”  

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Talking to a Wall 
(Continued from Page 1) 

 

Since the liberation of the Old City nearly fifty years ago, the Western Wall has served as the constant 
focus of “the religious,” by which most Israelis mean the Orthodox parties in the Jewish state. Until very 
recently, non-Orthodox visitors to the  national center of the Jewish world were, at best, tolerated, 
provided we did nothing to disturb the traditional practices insisted on by the “men in black” who 
dominate access to the Wall. 
 

During the past few years, various groups, largely from the Diaspora, have struggled with the Israeli 
religious establishment to secure rights to worship at the Wall according to the religious conscience of 
Reform, Conservative and secular Jews. Many of these struggles have ended up in the court system, some 
cases even reaching Israel’s supreme court, the BaGa”Tz. 
 

In this column I have earlier mentioned the valiant work achieved by Anat Hoffman and the Israel 
Religious Action Center in Jerusalem. She and the other activists of Nashot HaKotel (“Women of the 
Wall”) have earned prominence in the Jewish and Hebrew media for their campaign to open up an 
egalitarian section of the Wall, so that female worshippers may freely wear talitot and t’fillin, as well as 
read from the Torah scroll in public. 
 

I follow this controversy with particular interest because of a presentation I once made at Hebrew 
University in a course called “HaKibbutz HaAmerikani: the American Jewish Community,” (taught by 
Dr. Moshe Davis, the retired provost of Jewish Theological Seminary). While preparing my presentation, 
I discovered that many Israelis view the liberal Judaism we practice in the United States as illegitimate 
and assimilationist. During the thirty-odd years since I left the Jewish State, not much has changed among 
the government and Jewish Agency bureaucrats. Although both movements have grown larger and 
stronger since I studied them, Conservative, Reform and Reconstructionist Jews are, at best, regarded with 
condescension. Zionism in the Jewish State is still considered the domain of secularists or the Orthodox. 
 

The struggle between the two sides, which echoes the century-old tension between eastern and western 
European Jewry, remains in a stalemate from my perspective. When a compromise was reached with the 
government a few weeks ago to create a third section for prayer at the Western Wall, the ultra-Orthodox 
partners of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu threatened his coalition. Progress in the area of Jewish 
religious pluralism in Israel is often a case of one-step-forward-and-two-steps-back. 
 

Meanwhile, here in North America, an uneasy modus vivendi continues to operate between liberal Jewish, 
Orthodox and secular forces. Perhaps the best we can hope for in American Jewry is a lowering of 
walls…. 
 

Hag haAtzma’ut Sameiyach! Happy 68th birthday for Israel! 
 

Rabbi Jeffrey Ronald 
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May 2016 
SUN MON TUE WED THURS FRI SAT 

1 

9:15 a.m.  
Temple 
Religious 
School 

12:30 p.m. 
Open House 
Planning 
Meeting 

5 6 

7 p.m.  
Shabbat Service / 
oneg co-hosted 
by Albert & 
Rebecca and Sal 
& Elaine Charhon 

7 

10:30 a.m.  
Torah Study 

2 

10 a.m.  
Bead Jewelry 
Workshop  

3 4 

7 p.m.  
Beginner Hebrew 
Class   

8 

10:30 a.m. 
Chai Society: 
Franz Kafka  

 

Happy 
Mother’s Day 

9 10 

10 a.m.  
Book Club  
(The 
Imperfectionist by 
Tom Rachman) 

7 p.m.  
Yom HaShoah 
Service at CST  

11 

7 p.m.  
Beginner Hebrew 
Class   

12 

 

13 

7 p.m.  
Family Service 
conducted by 
TRS Students / 
oneg hosted by 
TRS 

14 

10:30 a.m.  
Torah Study 

15 

9:15 a.m.  
Temple 
Religious 
School 

16 

Deadline for 
the June issue 
of the Shofar 

17 

 

18 

7 p.m.  
Beginner Hebrew 
Class   

 

 

 

 

 

19 

7 p.m.  
Ritual / Pulpit 
Committee 
Meeting 

 

 

20 

7 p.m.  
Pulpit Exchange 
Shabbat Service / 
oneg  

 

21 

10:30 a.m.  
Torah Study 

22 

2 p.m.—4 p.m. 

Open House 

23 

 

24 

7 p.m.  
Temple Board 
Meeting 

25 

7 p.m.  
Beginner Hebrew 
Class   

26 

 

27 

7 p.m.  
Shabbat Service / 
Baby Naming /  
oneg hosted by 
the Cahan family 

28 

10:30 a.m.  
Torah Study 

29 

 

30 

Happy 
Memorial Day! 

31 
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Yom HaShoah 
Light a Yellow Candle to Remember Those Who Perished 

 

The year 2016 marks the 71st anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration camps and the end of the 

Holocaust that claimed six million Jewish lives.  To ensure that the six million did not die in vain and that the 

Holocaust never happens again, Temple Beth El will join Jews and others throughout North America by participating in 

the Yom HaShoah Yellow Candle Program. 

As the years pass, the memory of those who fell victim to the ultimate hate crime must not diminish.  That is why we 

are encouraging your family and every family in Temple Beth El to light just one Yellow Candle on the night of 

Wednesday, May 4, 2016.  This year, there will be a community observance at Congregation Shaaray Tefila on 

Tuesday, May 10 at 7:00 p.m.  When each family lights a Yellow Candle, it increases the awareness of the Holocaust 

and perpetuates our commitment to our people. 

The memory is important because the number of Holocaust survivors is diminishing with each passing day.  As we lose 

this precious link, those who deny the Holocaust ever happened gain strength.  Sadly, 20% of all high school students 

lack any knowledge of the Holocaust. 

Yom HaShoah candles are a highly visible symbol for keeping the flame alive.  Their color recalls the badges Jews 

were forced to wear in Nazi-occupied Europe, but their flame inspires hope that we can yet make our world a tolerant 

place to live. 

Therefore, we are requesting that you contact Katie Weaver at the Temple (792-4364) for additional information and to 

make arrangements to pick up your candle(s) and make a tzedakah donation of $18 (or more) per candle.  Please make 

your check payable to Temple Beth El Brotherhood. 

Shalom, 

Sandy Searleman, 
Yom HaShoah Candle Chairperson 

Yom HaShoah Special Service and Program 
Congregation Shaaray Tefila on Tuesday Evening, May 10, 2016, at 7:00 PM 

Holocaust Memorial Day will be commemorated this year with a service at Congregation Shaaray Tefila on Tuesday 
Evening, May 10, 2016, at 7:00 PM. Rena Bernstein will be our guest speaker and music appropriate to the occasion. 

Rena was born April 7, 1938 in Krakow, Poland. Rena was four years old when her parents gave her to a family to 
hide in the forest. Her parents (Jafa and Natan Wallach) spent 2 years with her mother’s brothers hiding in a man-
made cave 1.9 meters by 1.4 meters covered with wooden flooring. The Nazis used the building as a factory and the 
four had to be silent during the day and could only talk at night. 

After the liberation of Lesko, Rena’s parents came to the forest to be reunited with their daughter. This Jewish 
community numbered about 30,000 before the war, after there were only 81 survivors. Rena was the only child 
survivor. 

In 1959, Rena's mother, Jafa Wallach, got up early in the morning and wrote down her experiences of those 22 
months of hell. When she was done with the manuscript, she put it away in a closet, where it stayed hidden for many 
decades. Rena took her mother's manuscript and turned it into a moving book, "Bitter Freedom," which she shares 
with school children throughout the area.  

The public is invited and we urge you, our members, to show your support at this important time. 
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Chai Society Lecture Series and Brunch 
Title:   Franz Kafka: His Life and Work 

Speaker: Dr. Martin Wasserman, Professor Emeritus of 
Psychology and Anthropology at SUNY Adirondack 

Dates / Times:  Sunday, May 8, 2016 at 11 a.m. 

Place:   Ralph and Lillian Leinoff Community Room 
 

Summary:   

This will be the first of four lectures on Franz Kafka, and it will focus mainly on his life. It will be shown 
that there exists a strong connection between Kafka’s autobiographical writings (letters, diaries, recorded 
conversations) and his commitment to what he believed to be an authentic type of Judaism. It will also be 
argued that even though there are very few overt references to Judaism in Kafka’s fictional writings, one can 
still make the case that some of his work is at least influenced by his notion of a “Jewish ideal.” 
 

Dr. Wasserman will be giving all attendees at this talk a complimentary copy of his latest chapbook entitled 
Franz Kafka as a Free Verse Poet. 
 

A brunch consisting of bagels, lox, and cream cheese, as well as an assortment of pastries, will be provided 
at 10:30 a.m. 

Please Help Us Make History! 
 

If you are reading this, you have a connection to Temple Beth El, and the History Committee wants to know about it! 
 

This year, we are celebrating the 90th anniversary of the dedication of our cherished building on September 
28, 1926. You, and your friends and family who have been members or friends of the Temple, are part of 
our history. Please help us record it. Tell your story in snail mail, or an email, or an attachment to an email. 
Do it as a narrative, or an outline, or bullet points, if that is easiest. Get your family members to help. Digital 
images or non-returnable photographs of people, places, and events are also welcome. 
 

Here are some things you may wish to include: 

 The names, occupations, dates of birth, marriage, and death, and residences of the earliest ancestors you 
know about and the following generations 

 When, and from where, your family came to the U.S. 

 When they came to this area, and what brought them here 

 When and how they established a connection with Temple Beth El, and which family members have/had 
a Temple connection 

 Their local addresses, workplaces, occupations, and organization memberships 

 Anecdotes about memorable people or events. 

 Memories of Temple Beth El 
 

Set a reasonable deadline for yourself and stick to it. Send your submissions to Temple Beth El, 3 Marion 
Avenue, Glens Falls, NY 12801, or history@glensfallstemple.com. If you have any questions or 
suggestions, feel free to call me at 518-793-4149 and leave a message. 

  

Judy Metzner Shepherd, Historian 

mailto:history@glensfallstemple.com
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Condolences 
 

Elmer “Pete” West Seay, 
father of Temple member 
Suzanne Seay (Rachel 
Gartner), grandfather of 
Henry and Charlie Gartner, 
passed away on Saturday, 
March 26, 2016 at the age 
of 98. In addition to his 
children, grandchildren, and 
great grandchildren, Pete is 
survived by his wife, 
Barbara, of 73 years. 
 

Pamela (Pam) Brown 
Barker, beloved fiancée of 
Temple Beth El Member 
David Coleman, died 
Friday, April 15th, 2016 
after a courageous battle 
with cancer. Also left to 
cherish Pam's memory are 
her daughter Arianna 
Barker, David's daughter 
Rachel Coleman, and many 
family members and 
friends.   

Mazel Tov! 
To Rabbis Matt & Rose Durbin  
on the birth of their daughter, 

Delilah Hannah Durbin.  

Delilah was born on  
February 3, 2016. 

Temple Religious School 
Many thanks to all of the TRS students, parents, and staff for their contributions to our Israel 
Connections: Purim Project 2016, to show Temple Religious School's support for the members of 
the Israeli Defense Force. Also, a special thank you to Dale and Jon Nemer, Lois and Jack Hellman, 
Karen and Steve Adler, and Barb and Robert Rosoff for their donations to help make this project a 
success. Together, we were able to "adopt" 16 soldiers and hopefully we made their Purim holiday a 
bit more joyful. We are pleased to be able to support those who serve and protect Israel. 
 
With Appreciation, 

Chris Levy 
TRS Director 

FREE Jewelry-Making Workshop!  

This jewelry-making workshop, led by Temple member Phyllis Brown, is 
scheduled for Monday, May 2nd, from 10:00 a.m. until noon.  While this is 
a "follow-up" to the prior earring-making workshop held in January, Phyllis 
says you need not have attended that workshop to come to this session.   

Participants will select from a wide assortment of beads in many styles, 
materials, sizes, and colors, to make "drop" earrings on wires for pierced 
ears, and/or bracelets and necklaces.  All supplies will be provided.  (Note: 
all ear wires or bracelet and necklace clasps will be "base metals"; if 
sterling or gold findings are preferred, they would need to be purchased 
independently.) 

Please phone the Temple office to reserve your space. 

Please note, this workshop is limited to a maximum of 6 attendees to 
accommodate the sharing of task-specific tools.  Please notify the Temple 
office if you will not be able to attend after making a reservation. 

There is no charge for the workshop or for supplies, but attendees are 
encouraged to make a donation to the Temple. 
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We Remember 
 

Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on 
the noted dates: 

May 6 

*Sarah Donnenberg, *Charles Friedman, Joseph Kasriel, Tillie Lazarus, 
*Joseph Arthur Leopold, Beatrice Levy, Herbert Muller, Margaret Ofner, 
Sherman Smith, *Ida Sovetts, Betty Stewart, Edward Wasserman 

May 13 

Stella Chanin, Mark Chanis, Charles Daniels, *Evelyn Friedman, Michael 
Ginsburg, Hannah Goldstein, Salo Hellenberg, Sidney Hellman, Bernard 
Jaffee, *Bessie Kohn, *Florence Zinn Krantz, *Harry Lustig, Grace Muller, 
Micky Schultz, *Minna Wein, Joseph Werblow 

May 20 

*Jennie Bassock, Sandra Lee Campbell, Savino Cipri, *Audrey Joseph Gartner, 
*Regina Katz Goldberger, Goldie Heyman, *Alfred Kohn, Gussie Million, 
Max Newmark, *Howard Serlin, Sam Silk, Aaron Slawsby, Janet Ruth Wein, 
Lillian Weitsen 

May 27 

Louisa Buyer, Regina Charhon, James Gruber, *Lillian Kaufman, *Ralph 
Leinoff, Lee William Sanford, *George Schectman, *David Schulman, Buby 
Schultz, Julius Seidman, *Daniel W. Sovetts, *Dr. Morris Yaffee 

 

(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary) 

 

Torah Portions 
 

May 7 

acharei mote 

Lev. 16:1-18:30 

Pr. Amos 9:7-15 
 

May 14 

kedoshim 

Lev. 19:1-20:27 

Pr. Ez. 22:1-16 
 

May 21 

emor 

Lev. 21:1-24:23 

Pr. Ez. 44:15-31 
 

May 28 

be-har 

Lev. 25:126:2 

Pr. Jer. 32:6-27 

A Message from Charlie Gartner 
 

Performing the actions required to become Bar Mitzvah has been a sacrifice 
for me, such as many years of attending Sunday school and Hebrew school. 
For me, sacrificing my other activities and interests to study Hebrew and 
Jewish customs hasn’t always been easy. But it does make sense and has been 
the right thing to do. 

When thinking about what I wanted to do for my mitzvah project, I thought 
about how I wanted to help make the world a better place, so I decided to 
volunteer at a local animal shelter, walking dogs and helping to assess the dogs 
and their behavior. The work has been fun, but it has also been a sacrifice; it’s 

been time away from school work, time with friends and family, but it’s been the right thing to do. 

Becoming bar mitzvah means I can study from the Torah, be counted as part of a minyan (the required 
number of people necessary for reading from the Torah), and last but not least I am no longer commanded to 
attend religious and Hebrew school. 

It has been hard work, but I was glad to celebrating my entrance into the world as a Jewish adult with my 
family and friends at Temple Beth El. 
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Mi Shebeirach  

These comforting words can be said on behalf of those who are ill. Whether friends or loved ones are 
struggling with physical, emotional or spiritual challenges, this prayer speaks to our desire for their healing.  
 

May the one who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, 
bless and heal those who are ill [names]. May the Blessed Holy One be filled with compassion for their 
health to be restored and their strength to be revived. May God swiftly send them a complete renewal of 
body and spirit, and let us say, Amen. 
  

Please include in your healing prayers: Marcus Berg, Michael Berg, Patricia Brie, Alan Filler, Mitch 
Frasier, Elliott Friedman, Janet Friedman, Victor Friedman, Vera Ginsburg, Jacqueline Gordon, Diane 
Grant, Jean Haikaus, Susan Hochhauser, Sheldon Kramer, Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Levy, Mark Lipschitz, 
Tom Metzner, Ed Miltch, Sylvia Miltch, Richard Muller, Ian Quillinan, Edie Rudnick, Helene Rudnick, 
Bob Savarin, Jennifer Schultz, Joel Schwartz, Philip Sterdt, Harlan Steuer, Tammy Whitty, DeAnna 
Williams 

Community Luncheon 

Success! 
 

Thank you to everyone who came out to our 
Shabbat experience luncheon on Sunday April 3, 
2016; it was a huge success. 

I want to give a special thank you to Elliot Heyman 
who cooked all of the meat, Chris Levy and the 
Temple Religious School students, aides and 
parents for their tremendous help, and the Jewish 
Federation of NENY for their financial support. 

Everything turned out as well as we could have 
hoped. 

We had over 30 families bring food items to share 
and about 90 people attended  the Shabbat 
experience to build family and community. 

The youngest person was baby Diana at 10 weeks 
old and oldest was over 90 years young. 

Both Rabbi Ronald and Rabbi Slater shared in 
leading everyone in several prayers and a 
discussion on what Shabbat means to Jewish 
families. 

I must thank both Rabbis for a job well done. 

I look forward to making this an annual event. 

Best regards, 

Scott Schwartz 

Open House 
The members of the organizing committee  and  students and staff 
of the Temple Religious School are hard at work preparing for the 
Open House at Temple Beth El  on May 22.  We are creating 
displays, developing a menu for food sampling and co-ordinating 
with local and regional newspapers.   Yet,  we still need your help 
and participation.   

Would you be a greeter or guide?  Would you loan us an item for 
our secure display case at the entrance?   Do you have any photos 
from a life cycle event or social event at the Temple we can 
include in a history display? Can  you help us set up and clean up? 
Can you help put up the banner donated by Aaron Friedman?   

Please join us and participate according to your time, talent, 
abilities and interest.    To volunteer, call me and I will give you 
the contact information for our committee heads:  

 Refreshments:  Betty Gancher 
 Greeters:  Dave Lieberman  
 Guides:  Barbara Rosoff 
 Displays:    Judy Shepherd for History and Archives 
             Kathy Naftaly for cookbooks,  
             Ann and Paul Silk for the display cases;  
 Set-up:  Matt Levin  
 Questions:  Barbara Rosoff 

You can also participate in the past and future of Temple Beth 
El  and our beautiful building by making a donation in honor of its 
ninetieth anniversary.   

A Todah Rabah to the organizing committee and to you for 
volunteering.  

Barbara Rosoff 
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Contributions 
 

GENERAL FUND 

In Memory of Mildred Busman: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 
 

In Honor of Charlie Gartner becoming a Bar Mitzvah: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 
 

In Memory of Martin Weitsen: 

Paul & Ann Silk 
 

In Memory of May Silk: 

Paul & Ann Silk 
 

In Memory of Sam Silk: 

Paul & Ann Silk 
 

In Memory of Lillian Weitsen: 

Paul & Ann Silk 
 

In Memory of Pete Seay: 

Jack & Lois Hellman 

Sal & Elaine Charhon 
 

In Memory of Abe Ovitz: 

Joyce Didakow 
 

In Honor of Ethan Hill Becoming a Bar Mitzvah:  

Judith Metzner Shepherd 
 

In Memory of Louise Y. Pearl: 

Marta Flaum 
 

2015-2016 APPEAL 

Phil & Erma Gordon 

Jack & Lois Hellman 

Kibby & Michele French 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 
 

In Memory of Sheldon Binns: 

Louise Binns 

 

Thank you to the Jewish Federation of 
Northeastern New York for their 
generous support of Temple Beth 
El and Temple Religious School. 

 

DIANE MARTIN PIANO FUND 

In Memory of Diane Martin: 

Paul & Ann Silk 

Cheryl Tucker 
 

In Memory of Mia & Abe Corton: 

Monica Corton 
 

TEMPLE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 

In Appreciation of the Religious School: 

Helene Rudnick 
 

In Appreciation of Lois Hellman: 

Sue Lieberman 
 

General Donation: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Pulpit Exchange 
 

Temple Beth El has returned to a custom from the era of 
the late Rabbi Richard Sobel: the pulpit exchange.  

Last month, Rabbi Jeff was invited to speak at a sabbath 
service of the First Presbyterian Church in Hudson Falls. 
Rabbi addressed the audience of approximately 60 
worshipers on the topic of Prof. Michael Wyschograd's 
book, The Body of Faith: God in the People Israel. 

This month of May, Rev. Michael Plank, the minister in 
charge of the pulpit at First Presbyterian, will return the 
visit when he is hosted on our bimah, on Friday, May 20, 
2016, the Shabbat prior to our 90th anniversary Open 
House. Please give our guest speaker a  warm TBE 
welcome. 

Rabbi Jeffrey Ronald 



TEMPLE HISTORY 

CHARLES GELMAN 

(1873 - 1941) 
 

 

[Note: Charles Gelman, a charter member of Temple Beth El, was born in Szina, Hungary (now 

Seňa, Slovakia), November 26, 1873, and immigrated to the U.S. at eighteen. A merchant known 

for his philanthropy and civic engagement, he served on the Board of Trustees of the Congregation 

from its founding until 1941, when he died. Shortly before his death, at the request of his 

daughter, Babette, an 18-year-old college freshman, he dictated an account of his life. An abridged 

and edited version of this autobiography begins below and will be continued in future issues of the 

Shofar. Omissions are indicated by a row of asterisks. Editorial changes are indicated in brackets.] 
 

I but vaguely recall the place of my birth, and am not sure that it was big enough to be called a village. Its name 

was “[Szina],” consisting, as I recall it, of a few houses, and I must have been six or seven years of age when we 

moved to [Gönc], and where my father became an innkeeper.  

*  *  * 

My mother died in 1885, when about thirty years of age, and I was about twelve. My father died about a year and 

a half later as an old man, leaving three boys and a girl. I was the oldest, my sister being about twelve, and the 

boys younger. My father left some property and a moderate income, and as guardian he appointed a nephew who 

lived in [Zsujta]. This guardian rented a house for us, and hired as our housekeeper, a distant relative. 
 

At that time the State had a very efficient Children's Court that looked after the interest of orphaned children. 

However, a boy at the age of thirteen was supposed to earn his own living and not be dependent upon the estate, 

and my guardian entered into an agreement to have me serve as an apprentice without pay or clothing, but to be 

given my meals for a term of four and a half years. This was in a small dry goods store owned by a man of the 

name of Fried in [Abaújszántó]. After four years of service as an apprentice, I was made a clerk and given a 

meager yearly wage of 60 gulden, which is about 20 dollars per year. 
 

It was a small store, I being the only employee. While serving as an apprentice, my education for the first two 

years consisted of running errands, cleaning the boss's shoes, sweeping the store and [getting] whipped whenever 

the boss was aggravated. It mattered not whether or not I was the cause of the aggravation. And no matter how 

ill I was treated, I was helpless to do anything about it. Servants as well as employees could not secure 

employment without working papers. For serving as an apprentice I was to be provided with food and lodging, 

however the food, including bread, was kept under lock and key, so that most of the time I was half starved. 

There was no arrangement made for clothing, which had to be patched, and I particularly suffered for warm 

clothing in Winter. 

*  *  * 

[As a young man] I realized that my own chances for future success in Hungary were 'nil.' I had attended public 

school in [Gönc], and could read and write Hungarian and a limited amount of German, and the German proved 

to be of great help to me later when I came to America. Then I was able to obtain German-English dictionaries, 

and other German books, which helped me to learn the English language. 
 

Judith Metzner Shepherd, Historian 

 

[Sources for this column are a letter from Charles Gelman to Babette Gelman, dated March 12, 1941; a “Diary written by 
Charles Gelman for Chas Gelmann,” dated New York, July 17, 1895; and the JewishGen Gazeteer database, available at 

JewishGen.org.] 
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Book Club 
 

The book club will meet as usual on the second 
Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m. in the Ralph & 
Lillian Leinoff Community Room at Temple Beth El. 
The next books we will be discussing are:  
 
 

May 10, 2016: The Imperfectionist by Tom Rachman 
 

June 14, 2016: The Tennis Partner by Abraham 
Verghese 
 

Call the Temple or e-mail me (karojo41@gmail.com) 
to say whether you will attend. 
     

Karen Marks Adler 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Seth Gutman (5/1) 

Barbara Plasse (5/2) 

Beth Reed (5/3) 

Jill Behar (5/5) 

Isabelle Hannah Reed (5/6 – 2 years old!) 

Gary Eichin (5/7) 

Frann Flatley (5/10) 

David Schwartz (5/12) 

Robert Rosenkranz (5/13) 

Meredith Rosoff (5/13) 

Sue Lieberman (5/13) 

Dennis Gilbert (5/14) 

Marilyn Bazan (5/14) 

Emily Hall (5/24) 

Angela Katz (5/24) 

Jordan Gregory (5/25) 

Jeffrey Hill (5/26) 

Stuart Leinoff (5/28) 

Cruz Binns (5/29) 

Sofia Rae Rice (5/31 – 8 years old!) 

Ruth Ginsburg Lichtman (5/31) 

Suzanne Seay (5/31) 
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Appreciation  
 

To Chris & Jeff Levy for hosting an oneg in April in 
memory of their parents 

To the Hill family for hosting an oneg in April in 
celebration of Ethan’s bar mitzvah 

To Jeff Hill for hosting an oneg in April in celebration 
of Deirdre’s birthday 

Happy Anniversary!! 
 

Albert & Rebecca Charhon (5/21 – 16 years!) 

Paul & Ann Silk (5/30 – 49 years!) 

Special Event 
 

We urge all members of Temple Beth El to attend the Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York 15th Annual 
Glens Falls/North Country event on Sunday, May 22, 7:00 p.m., at the Saratoga City Center. 

Michael Bar Zohar, bestselling author, legislator, paratrooper, and screenwriter, will speak on the “Greatest Missions 
of the Israeli Secret Service.” The program includes a catered dinner and a dessert reception by “As You Like it” 
caterers, with plenty time to network and socialize. Michael Bar Zohar has appeared before “sold out” crowds in the 
Capital Region and is being brought back by popular demand. 

Federation is very generous to the Glens Falls Jewish community and specifically to our Temple. In addition, 
Federation funds many programs and services which help and serve our individual members. 

Temple Beth El members Stephen Adler and Mike Seidel are event chairs. 

The cost of the event is only $30.00 per person. Reservations may be made by calling Amy Drucker at 783-7800 x240 
or on-line at www.jewishfednyorg. The event has “sold out” previously. 

http://www.jewishfednyorg/


nisan & iyyar 5776 / May 2016 

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,  

STEWART & RHODES, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

One Washington Street 

Glens Falls, NY  12801 

Phone (518) 792-2117 

 

Officers & Board of Trustees 
 

President: Matt Levin 

Vice President: Jack Hellman 

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Immediate Past President: Stephen Adler 

Trustees: Rebecca Charhon, Sara Friedman, 
Jeffrey Hill, Dave Lieberman,  

Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Bill Sheerer,  
Judith Metzner Shepherd, and Larry Silver 

Religious School Director: Chris Levy 

 

Committees 
Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman 

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel 

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly 

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd 

House Chair, Bill Sheerer 

Project 21st Century Chair, Larry Silver 

Religious School Director, Chris Levy 
 

Temple’s rabbi and president will be  
ex-officio members of all committees. 

 

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral 

Home 

 

53 Quaker Road 

Queensbury, New York 12804 

P: 518-792-1114 

F: 518-792-1287 
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R. Cohen Recycling, Inc. 

38 Geer Street 

Glens Falls, NY 12801 

518-792-2010 

 

Scrap Metal Processors 

 



 

3 Marion Avenue 
Glens Falls, New York      

12801-2813 

Phone: 518-792-4364 
Fax: 518-792-4336 

office@glensfallstemple.com 
www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated, 
traditional, intermarried & non-

traditional families and individuals. 

Temple Beth El 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Shofar 
Editors: 

 Phyllis Brown 

 Judith Metzner Shepherd 

 Lois Hellman, Emerita 
Editorial Assistant: 

 Katie Weaver 

Writing for the Shofar?  Think Ahead! 
 

 

Writing something for the Shofar?  REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES.  Articles and announcements for the 
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired 
publication date.  The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the 
Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible.  The Shofar is published before the first day of 
each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements. 
 

Remember:  If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as 
early as the issue preceding the event.  And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket 
or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance.  Even for 
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers 
to “save the date”! 
 
The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions.  E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com) 
is preferred.  Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment.  If you lack internet access, you may 
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens 
Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline. 
 

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the June issue of the Shofar is 
Monday, May 16! 

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald, MHL, DD 


