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  TEMPLE BETH EL 
3 Marion Avenue  

Glens Falls, New York 12801 
(518) 792-4364 

Office@GlensFallsTemple.com  
www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

An affiliated congregation of the  
Union for Reform Judaism since 1950 

 

2017-2018 Slate of Officers 
President: Stephen Adler 

Vice President: Rebecca Charhon 

Treasurer: Karen Marks Adler 

Immediate Past President: Jack Hellman 

Recording Secretary: Available 

Trustees: Susan Fox, Sara Friedman, Aaron Furman, Jeffrey Hill,  
Christine Levy, Dave Lieberman, Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Judith 

Metzner Shepherd 

Annual Congregational Meeting: 

Tuesday, June 6, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

Anyone interested in joining the Board is urged to contact  
Steve Adler at 518-307-6266. 

Temple Website 
Temple would love to share the High Holy Days and all of our major activities in the 

coming year with a number of new members. One of Temple's plans for 

accomplishing this is to develop a new user-friendly website which will showcase 

who we are and what we do. Some of the advantages will be your ability to register 

and pay for your children to attend school, pay your dues, and RSVP for special 

events all with a click of your mouse. 
 

Temple member Dan Wolfield, with input from the 

board, has fully developed the content of this new 

website. All that remains is for us to raise $1,500 to get 

this completed. We hope that you will all feel this is 

worthy of your contribution. 
 

This is the next step in the plan you approved to help 

Temple sustain itself and grow in the future. 
 

Please call Katie or send your contribution to the 

Temple office. It is our goal to have our wonderful new 

website up and running as soon as possible. 
 

Steve Adler, President 

$1,500.00 

$1,350.00 

$1,200.00 

$1,050.00 

$900.00 

$750.00 

$600.00 

$450.00 

$300.00 

$150.00 
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Rabbi’s Message: Social Justice as an Imperative in Judaism 
 

During the Founders’ Day service at the close of March, we took some time as a congregation to peruse the 

famous “Pittsburgh Platform” of Reform Judaism. This founding document of our movement was ratified by 

a synod of Reform rabbis to enact the basic principles of the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 

Perhaps the most significant plank in that manifesto is the last one, putatively authored by the firebrand 

spiritual leader of Chicago’s Temple Sinai, Emil G. Hirsch. Therein the leaders of American Judaism in the 

19th century formulated Reform’s enduring commitment to the cause of social justice. 
 

 8. In full accordance with the spirit of the Mosaic legislation, which strives to regulate the relations 

 between rich and poor, we deem it our duty to participate in the great task of modern times, to solve, 

 on the basis of justice and righteousness, the problems presented by the contrasts and evils of the 

 present organization of society. 
 

Living as we do in the United States during a second “Gilded Age,” when the disparity in wealth between the 

1% and the rest of society exceeds that of the Roaring Twenties, the need for social justice in this country is 

as relevant now as it was in the days when J.P. Morgan and John D. Rockefeller held sway over Wall Street 

and in Washington. And, since its passage by the few dozen modern sages meeting in Pittsburgh in 1885, the 

eponymous platform has continued to resonate throughout American Jewish history until the present day. 
 

As a fact of the clear historical transcript, the Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR) and the 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations (UAHC, now the Union for Reform Judaism---URJ), have 

sounded the shofar of social justice in the streets and in the halls of Congress, acting from the impulse of the 

texts and imperatives of the Hebrew prophets of ancient Israel. 
 

The annals of Reform Judaism, as well as American Jewish journalism and historical accounts, will attest to 

the movement’s ongoing support for human rights as well as the “relief of man’s estate” through progressive 

social legislation. Whether the cause was child labor, the right of workers to bargain collectively, civil rights 

and the end of Jim Crow segregation, voters’ rights, women’s and LGBT equality, civil liberties in Israel, 

and, now, the defense of migrants, religious minorities and the undocumented, the Joint Commission on 

Peace and Justice has spoken out insistently on behalf of the dispossessed. The Reform movement’s 

Religious Action Centers, both in Jerusalem and in Washington, DC, can be counted on to lobby on behalf 

society’s underdogs, irrespective of race, religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation or native ability. 
 

Consequently, I was not surprised when, during the week of Founders’ Day, the current leadership of our 

movement issued a call for Reform  congregations across the URJ to act in the capacity of “sanctuary 

congregations” on behalf of immigrants who are being unfairly targeted by the Administration’s attacks on 

the undocumented. The long-standing policy of the URJ and CCAR is to support immigrants and refugees. 

The two organizations have adopted a resolution providing guidance and support for congregations doing 

this vital work. http://urj.org/what-we-believe/resolutions/resolution-protecting-individuals-risk-deportation-

united-states. Following passage of the resolution, Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner, Director of the Religious Action 

Center of Reform Judaism (RAC), stated: 
 

 

[Continued on Next Page] 
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President’s Message 
 

Spring has sprung, and so has Temple! 
 

As I write this, it is the morning following our Passover dinner, which was well attended. Practically every 

table was filled, the food was plentiful and delicious, and we participated in a traditional service led by 

Rabbi Ronald and Rebecca Charhon. I hope that all of you who were not at Temple spent the evening with 

friends or family, praying, singing and eating in celebration of our ancient liberation from slavery. 
 

Temple is involved in three programs scheduled for this spring, all of them in conjunction with our 

neighbors, Congregation Shaaray Tefila. This year, we observed Yom HaShoah at Temple, on Sunday, April 

23rd. In addition, we have joined with our neighbors and Congregation Knesset Israel of Gloversville to offer 

a showing of There Are Jews Here, a video that is especially relevant to Jewish life in our community. 
 

[Continued on Page 4] 

Rabbi’s Message: Social Justice as an Imperative in Judaism 
[Continued from Page 2] 

 

Today, we urge congregations to protect undocumented immigrants facing deportation by adopting a 

plan for providing resources, temporary shelter, legal assistance, or other forms of support to those in 

need. There are Reform synagogues in communities nationwide that are already supporting and 

protecting undocumented immigrants facing deportation within their communities, and with this 

resolution we hope growing numbers will join this holy work. 

The Reform Movement has a history of providing support in the form of advocacy and sanctuary for 

undocumented immigrants and refugees fleeing persecution in their home countries, and now we will 

do so for those fearing deportation from our own. Current U.S. policy, long recognized as broken, 

keeps families apart and leaves millions of undocumented immigrants at risk of deportation, forcing 

them into the shadows. This pains us as Reform Jews, aware that the most repeated commandment in 

our religious teachings is to welcome the stranger. 

As our congregations act in their communities, we will continue our longstanding pursuit of 

comprehensive immigration reform that offers a pathway to citizenship for undocumented 

immigrants, while continuing to keep our borders secure. The United States is stronger because of its 

history as a nation of immigrants. In the absence of legislative movement, we must take action. 

### 
 

Later during this month of May, the entire Jewish People will observe Shavu’ot, the pilgrimage Festival of 

Revelation, when all Israel stood at Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments. The Sages declare that the 

Torah was given in the wilderness because it is an ownerless place, belonging to no single human group. Let 

us remember that principle as we open our doors to the fleeing stranger. 
 

hag habikkurim samei’ach! Happy Shavu’ot to all! 
 

Rabbi Jeffrey Ronald 
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President’s Message 
[Continued from Page 3] 

 

Finally, on June 11, 2017, we will join with Congregation Shaaray Tefila at their Synagogue, and with the 

Glens Falls chapter of Hadassah, to recognize that contributions of Matt Rozell, the Hudson Falls history 

teacher who has achieved international distinction in Holocaust education. Sunny Buchman, of Congregation 

Sharaay Tefila, is leading this event. 
 

Please join us. You will be inspired! 
 

Temple is determined to develop a brand new website that will put us in touch with potential new members, 

as well as with families thinking about relocating to this area. For those who already come to Temple, your 

ability to be continually informed about Temple activities and to interact with Temple staff and our Board of 

Trustees will be enhanced. 
 

Please consider helping Temple put our best foot forward by contributing to our website fundraiser. 
 

Steve Adler 

Temple President 

Chai Society Breakfast Program 
Title:   Antithetical Systems  

  Or, The Irony of Modernity 
 

Speaker:  Neal Herr, Professor of English at SUNY Adirondack 
 

Date/Time: Sunday, May 7, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Place:   Ralph and Lillian Leinoff Community Room 
 

Summary: If things are getting better and better, how come they seem worse? Perennial curmudgeon Neal 
Herr will mansplain it all with definitions, examples and rants about what’s wrong with everything: educa-
tion, the internet, healthcare, drugs, finance, environment, nutrition, defense, policing, democracy, and, 
yes, even religion. Gentle gentile complaining about first-world problems, leavened with a little humor – 
and maybe a song. Or: Oy, that meshugana goy sure can kvetch already! 

A breakfast of bagels, lox, and pastries will be served beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

Dear Temple Beth El Members,  

 

Thank you for donating to Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Southern 
Adirondacks for my Bar Mitzvah project. My team and I raised over 
$1,300. Thank you so much for those who donated. 
 

Jonah Levin 
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Mazel Tov 
Mazel Tov to grandparents Richard & Jane Reisman, parents Alyssa & Mike 
Nason, and big brother Knox, on the birth of Daisy Rhoda Nason, who was 
born on April 7, 2017. 

 

A Personal Invitation 
  

Dear Temple Members and Friends, 

  

As many of you know, our family has been seriously affected by Lyme Disease.  We learned through personal 

experience how devastating this disease can be.  For the past ten years, Lyme Disease has bullied our daughter, 

Elizabeth, and changed the course of her life.  As a family, as we have dealt with Elizabeth’s serious medical 

issues, we have also sought to help educate and advocate for prevention, accurate diagnosis and appropriate 

medical treatment to prevent others from reliving Elizabeth’s story.  There is now a wonderful opportunity for you 

to learn more about this illness in a very different way.  In recognition of Lyme Disease Awareness Month, the 

Lyme Action Network, a local non-profit education and advocacy organization, will host a performance of “the 

little things” on Monday, May 22nd, at the Charles Wood Theater. The film is described on the Theater website 

http://www.woodtheater.org/shows/: 
  

Film and Broadway star Mary Stuart Masterson will direct a theatrical multimedia reading that traces the 

journey of the Elone family from Poughkeepsie, NY through their battle with Lyme disease and an 

establishment that failed them.  This tender and beautiful production, written by actor and filmmaker 

Jeremy Davidson, will take your breath away.  It is intended to inspire a level of awareness and conviction 

that will help turn the tides and create a wakeup call regarding 

the seriousness of this devastating disease. 
 

Please join us in the Wood Theater Cabaret Space on May 22nd at 6:00 

pm  for an all inclusive pre-performance reception, featuring hors 

d'oeuvres from the Gourmet Cafe, wines and beers from Mean Max 

Brew Works, and the smooth sounds of Deja Vu Jazz. The 

performance will begin at 7:30 pm in the main theater.  Tickets can be 

purchased at the Wood Theater Box Office, online at http://

www.woodtheater.org/box-office/ or  by phone, at 518-480-4878. 

 

We hope to see you on the evening of May 22nd as we continue our 

journey of Lyme Disease education and advocacy.  Your support of the 

Lyme Action Network and this performance would be greatly 

appreciated! 

  

Sincerely, 

Chris, Jeff and Elizabeth Levy 

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/LsbdIaZ-tKk/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.woodtheater.org%2Fbox-office%2F
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/LsbdIaZ-tKk/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.woodtheater.org%2Fbox-office%2F
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May 2017 

SUN MON TUE WED THURS FRI SAT 

 1 2 

 

3 

9:30 a.m. 
Intro to Yiddish 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Beginner Hebrew 

4 

1:00 p.m.  
Interfaith 
Council  
Meeting 

5 

7:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service / 
oneg hosted by 
Rebecca & Albert 
Charhon IMO 
Herman & Martha 
Green 

6 

 

7 

11:00 a.m. 
Chai Society 
Breakfast 

Program (Neal 
Herr)  

8 

 

9 

10:00 a.m.  
Book Club  
(Brave 
Companions  
by David 
McCullough) 

 

10 

9:30 a.m. 
Intro to Yiddish 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Beginner Hebrew 

 

11 

7:00 p.m.  
Ritual / Pulpit 
Committee 
Meeting 

12 

7:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service / 
oneg hosted by 
Sal & Elaine 
Charhon IMO 
Regina Charhon 

13 

10:30 a.m.  
Torah Study at 
Casa Ronald 

 

14 

9:15 a.m.  
Religious 
School 

15 

Deadline for the 
June issue of 
the Shofar 

16 

 

17 

9:30 a.m. 
Intro to Yiddish 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Beginner Hebrew 

18 

 

19 

6:00 p.m.  
Family Shabbat 
Service 

20 

10:30 a.m.  
Torah Study at 
Casa Ronald 

 

21 

9:15 a.m.  
Religious 
School 

2 p.m.  
Movie at 
Crandall 
Library 

7 p.m.  
North Country 
Federation 
Event 

22 

7:30 p.m.  
the little things 
film, Wood 
Theater 

23 

7:00 p.m.  
Temple Board 
Meeting 

24 

9:30 a.m. 
Intro to Yiddish 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Beginner Hebrew 

25 26 

7:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service / 
oneg hosted by 
Steve & Karen 
Adler IMO Sidney 
Adler and George 
Schectman 

27 

10:30 a.m.  
Torah Study at 
Casa Ronald 

28 

 

29 30 

7:00 p.m.  
Tikkun Leil 
Shavuot Study  

31 

9:30 a.m. 
Intro to Yiddish 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Beginner Hebrew 

   



Contributions 
 

GENERAL FUND 

In Memory of David Gancher: 

Paul & Betty Gancher 
 

In Memory of Ted Helman: 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 
 

In Memory of Abe Ovitz: 

Joyce Didakow 
 

In Honor of Sandy & Martha Searleman’s 50th 

Wedding Anniversary: 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 
 

In Memory of Janet Friedman: 

Myron & Barbara Rapaport 
 

In Celebration of the Wedding of Meredith Rosoff  

and Tia Chimiak: 

Cheryl Tucker 
 

In Memory of Howard Serlin: 

Cheryl Tucker 
 

In Memory of Chris Brunner: 

Cheryl Tucker 
 

WEBSITE FUND 

Steve & Karen Adler 

Aaron & Barbara Furman 

Jack & Lois Hellman 

Paul & Ann Silk 
 

In Memory of Grace & Herbert Muller and Beatrice 

& Donald Levy: 

Chris, Jeff, and Elizabeth Levy 
 

In Honor of the Wedding of Meredith Rosoff and Tia 

Chimiak: 

Chris, Jeff, and Elizabeth Levy 
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Thank you to the Jewish Federation of 

Northeastern New York for their generous 

support of Temple Beth El and Temple 

Religious School. 

 

DR. HAROLD D. POSTER 

DR. GARY D. POSTER 

PODIATRISTS * FOOT SPECIALISTS 

——————————————————————————————————————————————— 

SPORTS MEDICINE * MEDICAL & SURGICAL 

MANAGEMENT OF FOOD DISORDERS 

DIABETIC SHOES 

(518) 792-3032    11 PINE STREET 

HOURS BY APPOINTMENT     GLENS FALLS, NY 12801 

Glens Falls/North Country Federation Event 
 

 

We encourage all members of Temple Beth El to attend 
the 16th Annual Glens Falls/North Country event of the 
Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York on Sunday, 
May 21, 2017, 7:00 PM, at the Saratoga City Center. 
 

We are extremely excited that the spellbinding 
orator, Professor Stephen M. Berk, Henry & Sally Schaffer 
Professor of Holocaust & Jewish Studies at Union College, 
will speak on the timely topic "Putin, Israel, and Foreign 
Policy in the Time of Trump." The event includes a wine, 
dinner, and dessert reception –“As You Like It” caterers 
(fabulous caterers-sumptuous, delicious food) will cater 
the event. We expect a “sold out” event. 
 

Professor Stephen M. Berk has appeared before sold out 
crowds in the Capital Region. He is being brought back by 
popular demand. 
 

Federation is very generous to the Glens Falls Jewish 
community. In addition, Federation funds many programs 
and services which help and serve our members. 
 

Temple Beth El members Stephen Adler and Michael 
Seidel are co-chairs of this event. 
 

The cost of the event is only $36 pp. Reservations may be 
made by calling Federation at 783-7800 or on-line 
at www.jewishfednyorg. This event sells out! 

http://www.jewishfednyorg/
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TEMPLE HISTORY 
 

Looking Back 50 Years – Part I 

 

Fifty years ago, the size of our Congregation was near its peak, and our original building was inadequate 

for our needs. (In 1925, when the Temple was built, no one could have predicted the post-WWII “baby 

boom” that would produce Religious School classes of fifteen or more students.) After years of 

improvising, the Temple had bought a house on Glen Street to provide additional classrooms, while 

planning to purchase a site for a new Temple. Ultimately, the Board of Trustees decided to keep the 

existing building and hire its original architect, Bloch and Hesse, to design an addition. 

 

At the beginning of the year 5727 on the Hebrew calendar (1966-1967), Temple Beth El was 

about to break ground on the addition that would double the size of our building, and the Congregation 

was already very busy with the year's activities. 

 

Our popular spiritual leader, Rabbi Henry M. Weiner, was in his last year of serving Temple Beth El 

before continuing his career at larger congregations. He evidently counted heads at Friday night services; 

he groused that only 32 worshipers attended on the Shabbat following the High Holy Days to hear a 

sermon which he had taken ten hours to prepare. 

 

There were ninety students in the Max Cline Religious School, which offered separate classes from 

kindergarten through post-Confirmation. (Tuition was $5 per child, with discounts for families with more 

than one student enrolled.)  In addition to the weekly Shabbat services on Friday evenings, there was 

usually a children's service on Saturday mornings. Most months, there were two or three Bat/Bar Mitzvah 

celebrations. The Congregation regularly welcomed new member families. 

 

In his September Bulletin message, Temple President Dr. George Forrest noted that the Board had 

approved the selection of a contractor for the addition to the Temple, and that the construction of the new 

space would begin immediately after the High Holy Days, with completion anticipated in the spring. In 

addition to the President, the Board of Trustees included an Honorary President, two Honorary Vice-

presidents, the Past President, four Vice-presidents, a Treasurer, three Secretaries (Recording, 

Corresponding, and Financial), and nine Trustees. Each of the Vice-presidents was charged with the 

supervision of up to six administrative committees. More than sixty congregants had been recruited to 

work on twenty-seven committees and subcommittees ranging from “Social Action” to “Social 

Functions.” 

 

The Congregation's budget for the year 1966-1967 was a record sum of $29,000! More than half of the 

projected costs ($15,580) were slated for payroll, including the Rabbi's salary and benefits. Heat cost 

about $1,000 per year; electricity less than $300. Member dues receipts amounted to about $19,000. Forty 

member families voluntarily paid extra dues, contributing between $200 and $300 per year. Thirteen 

families voluntarily paid up to $500. 

 

Judith Metzner Shepherd, Historian 
 

[The sources for this column include news clippings, and articles in the Temple Beth-El Bulletin.] 
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 Jewish Community Event: 
Call the Temple Office for information 

 

Connect with the Jewish Community over good food and good conversation. 
Everyone is invited to join in this monthly social gathering. Please contact the 
Temple office at 792-4364 to let Katie know how many people will be 
attending. Guests will order off the menu and each family will receive a 
separate check. 

Movie: There Are Jews Here 
 

Congregation Shaaray Tefila, Temple Beth El, and 

Knesset Israel in Gloversville, will be sponsoring a 

showing of the documentary There Are Jews Here at 

Crandall Public Library on Sunday, May 21 at 2 p.m.  
 

Information from the film’s website states: 
 

There Are Jews Here follows the untold stories of 

four once thriving American Jewish communities 

that are now barely holding on. 
 

Most American Jews live in large cities where they are free to define themselves in any way they wish. But 

almost invisible to most of the country are roughly one million Jews scattered across far-flung communities. 

For them, Jewish identity is a daily urgent challenge; if they don’t personally uphold their communities and 

live affirmative Jewish lives, they and their legacies could fade away forever. 
 

In the Mexican-American city of Laredo, Texas we follow a young, interfaith couple trying to reignite their 

community’s Jewish life amid a dominant Catholic culture. In Montana we immerse in the beauty of the 

mountains where a spiritually committed woman lay leader tries to keep her community afloat even as she 

struggles with personal health.  We go to Latrobe, Pennsylvania where the synagogue’s leaders hold on to 

keep their doors open just long enough to host the bat mitzvah of the congregation’s oldest member’s 

granddaughter.  And in a twist, we follow a family’s move from Los Angeles to Dothan, Alabama where we 

discover the bold relocation project that community’s undertaken, offering financial support to Jews who 

move to their town. 
 

There Are Jews Here is both a celebration of their tenacity and a cautionary tale: a warning that their 

histories, synagogues, cemeteries, and sacred possessions (i.e. Torahs, prayer books, memorial plaques, 

etc.) could vanish without a trace. 
 

To read more about this movie, please visit therearejewshere.com. 

file:///E:/Shofar/2017/04%20(April)/therearejewshere.com
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We Remember 
 

Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on 

the noted dates: 
 

May 5 

Emilia Ales, Charles Daniels, *Sarah Donnenberg, *Evelyn Friedman, Herman 

Green, Goldie Heyman, Joseph Kasriel, Tillie Lazarus, *Joseph Arthur 

Leopold, Beatrice Levy, Herbert Muller, Margaret Ofner, *Howard Serlin, 

Sherman Smith, *Ida Sovetts, Betty Stewart, *Sam Wallach, Edward 

Wasserman 
 

May 12 

Stella Chanin, Michael Ginsburg, Hannah Goldstein, James Gruber, Bernard 

Jaffee, *Bessie Kohn, *Florence Zinn Krantz, *Harry Lustig, Grace Muller, 

Micky Schultz, Julius Seidman, *Minna F. Wein, Joseph Werblow 
 

May 19 

*Jennie Bassock, Sandra Lee Campbell, Regina Charhon, Savino Cipri, 

*Audrey Joseph Gartner, *Regina Katz Goldberger, *Joseph Gordon, Gussie 

Million, Max Newmark, *George Schectman, Sam Silk, Aaron Slawsby, Janet 

Ruth Wein, Lillian Weitsen 
 

May 26 

*Sidney A. Adler, Louisa Buyer, Sol Charhon, *Lester Erlanger, Nancy 

Gancher, Marie Gruber, *Lillian Kaufman, *Alfred Kohn, *Ralph Leinoff, Lee 

William Sanford, *David Schulman, Buby Schultz, Karl Skoll, *David W. 

Sovetts 
 

(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary) 

Torah Portions 

 

May 6 

Acharei Mote-Kedoshim 

Lev. 16:1-20:27 

Pr. Amos 9:7-15 

 

May 13 

Emor 

Lev. 21:1-24:23 

Pr. Ez. 44:15-31 

 

May 20 

Be-Har-Be-Chukkotai 

Lev. 25:1-27:34 

Pr. Jer. 16:19-17:14 

 

May 27 

Be-Midbar 

Num. 1:1-4:20 

Pr. Hosea 2:1-22 
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Temple Religious School: Passover 
 

On April 9th, Temple Religious School students celebrated Passover with a child-friendly Ten Minute 

Seder led by Rabbi Ronald. This year a new tradition was introduced to the TRS Seder. Added to the Seder 

table, beside the Cup of Elijah, was a contemporary ritual object called the Miriam's Cup. Although there is 

no specified ritual associated with this cup, it can be placed on the table empty and then be filled with 

water when each attendee at the Seder pours a bit of his/her water into the cup. 
 

The water-filled cup serves as a symbol of Miriam’s Well, which was the source of water for the Israelites in 

the desert. Putting a Miriam’s Cup on our table is also a way of making our Seder more inclusive. Looking 

through a social action lens, we can see the pouring of each person's water as a symbol of everyone's 

individual responsibility to respond to issues of social injustice, and as a reminder that together we can make 

significant and positive changes in the lives of other people. 
 

The addition of Miriam's Cup is also a way of drawing attention to the importance Moses's sister Miriam 

and other women played in the Exodus from Egypt, women who have sometimes been overlooked, but about 

whom our tradition says, “If it wasn’t for the righteousness of women of that generation we would not have 

been redeemed from Egypt.” [Babylonian Talmud, Sotah 9b] With this new custom, we recognize that 

women have always been, and continue to be, integral to the continued survival of the Jewish community. 
 

Christine Levy 

TRS Director 

Temple Religious School: Month of May 
 

During the month of May, Temple Religious School will meet Sunday mornings May 7th and May 21st. As 
we prepare for the Jewish festival of Shavuot, our lessons will focus on the study of Torah and the Ten 
Commandments which were given to the Jewish people at Mount Sinai.  
 

Throughout the school year, our students have learned that the Torah places great value on the family unit. 
The Jewish people as a whole are considered to be a family, as implied by the phrase “the Children of 
Israel.” Even though a few million people stood at Mount Sinai to receive the Torah, the entire group can be 
seen as one large family, with all descended from Jacob, the patriarch. In a sense, the entire Torah is the 
rules and history of one large family. Within the Torah we find the 613 mitzvot that can be categorized into 
the principles found in the Ten Commandments. These are the rules that bind us together as Jews. The 
Jewish values we learn from these important commandments that have been passed down from generation 
to generation (l'dor v'dor) will be incorporated in our classroom lessons and projects this month.  
 

Please join us Friday, May 19th at 6:00PM for our monthly Family Shabbat Service and bring a dish to share 
for the Potluck Dinner which will follow the service. Our TRS students will lead our Temple Beth El "family" 
in worship that evening as we fulfill the commandment of "remembering to keep the Sabbath holy."  
 

Christine Levy 

TRS Director 



Book Club 
 
 

These are the books that our 
Book Club will be reading next. 
Our meeting starts at 10:00 am 
at the Temple on the second 
Tuesday of the month. Please 
join us for a lively discussion. 
 
 

May 9: Brave Companions by 
David McCullough 
June 13: Never Let Me Go by 
Kazuo Ishiguro 
*September 12: Small Great 
Things by Jodi Piccoult 
October 10: Commonwealth by 
Ann Patchett  
 

Karen Marks Adler 
karojo41@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
* Please note the change in dates of the 
September and October books. 

 

Happy Birthday! 
Seth Gutman (5/1) 

Barbara Plasse (5/2) 

Beth Reed (5/3) 

Jill Behar (5/5) 

Isabelle Reed (5/6 – 3 years old!) 

Frann Flatley (5/10) 

David Schwartz (5/12) 

Meredith Rosoff (5/13) 

Sue Lieberman (5/13) 

Dennis Gilbert (5/14) 

Emily Hall (5/24) 

Angela Katz (5/24) 

Jeff Hill (5/26) 

Stuart Leinoff (5/28) 

Cruz Binns (5/29) 

Sofia Rice (5/31 – 9 years old!) 

Ruth Ginsburg Lichtman (5/31) 

Suzanne Seay (5/31) 
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Mi Shebeirach  

 

These comforting words can be said on behalf of those who are ill. Whether friends 

or loved ones are struggling with physical, emotional or spiritual challenges, this 

prayer speaks to our desire for their healing.  

May the one who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, 

Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless and heal those who are ill [names]. May the 

Blessed Holy One be filled with compassion for their health to be restored and their 

strength to be revived. May God swiftly send them a complete renewal of body and 

spirit, and let us say, Amen. 

Please include in your healing prayers: Marcus Berg, Michael Berg, 

Vanessa Bishop, Patricia Brie, MT Colello, Mitch Frasier, Victor Friedman, 

Catherine Gericke, Jacqueline Gordon, Diane Grant, Valerie Hope, Josh 

Israel, Michael Israel, William B. Johnson, Sheldon Kramer, Libby Levine, 

Elizabeth Levy, Jeff Levy, Mark Lipschitz, Phyliss Miller, Ed Miltch, 

Sylvia Miltch, Richard Muller, Rachel Mulligan, Paul Pines, Ian Quillinan, 

Carol Leibman Rosenthal, Edie Rudnick, Bob Savarin, Jennifer Schultz, 

Hilda Schwartz, Joel Schwartz, Philip Sterdt, Harlan Steuer, Tammy Whitty, 

DeAnna Williams, Bonnie Yanklowitz 

 

Oneg Appreciation  
 

To Jack & Lois Hellman for 
hosting an oneg in April in 
memory of Sidney Hellman and 
Goldie Brown. 
 

To Dave & Sue Lieberman for 
hosting an oneg in April in 
celebration of Dave’s birthday. 
 

To Paul & Ann Silk for hosting an 
oneg in April in memory of Sam 
& May Silk and Martin & Lillian 
Weitsen. 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

 

 

Albert & Rebecca Charhon  

(5/21 – 17 years) 

Paul & Ann Silk  

(5/30 – 50 years) 

Howard & Jennifer Nadler  

(5/30 – 18 years) 

 

Condolences 
 

Samuel Cahan, grandfather 

of Temple member Levi 

(Deby) Cahan and great 

grandfather of Diana, passed 

away at the age of 100. 
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BARTLETT, PONTIFF,  

STEWART & RHODES, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

One Washington Street 

Glens Falls, NY  12801 

Phone (518) 792-2117 

 

Officers & Board of Trustees 
 

President: Stephen Adler 

Vice President: Rebecca Charhon 

Treasurer: Karen Marks 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Immediate Past President: Jack Hellman 

Trustees: Sara Friedman, Jeffrey Hill,  

Dave Lieberman, Sanford Searleman,  

Scott Schwartz, Bill Sheerer,  

and Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Religious School Director: Chris Levy 

 

Committees 
Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman 

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel 

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly 

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd 

House Chair, Bill Sheerer 

Project 21st Century Chair, Larry Silver 

Religious School Director, Chris Levy 
 

Temple’s rabbi and president will be  

ex-officio members of all committees. 

 

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral 

Home 

 

53 Quaker Road 

Queensbury, New York 12804 

P: 518-792-1114 

F: 518-792-1287 
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R. Cohen Recycling, Inc. 

38 Geer Street 

Glens Falls, NY 12801 

518-792-2010 

 

Scrap Metal Processors 
 



 

3 Marion Avenue 
Glens Falls, New York      

12801-2813 

Phone: 518-792-4364 

Fax: 518-792-4336 

office@glensfallstemple.com 

www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated, 

traditional, intermarried & non-

traditional families and individuals. 

Temple Beth El 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Shofar 
Editors: 

 Phyllis Brown 

 Judith Metzner Shepherd 

 Lois Hellman, Emerita 
Editorial Assistant: 

 Katie Weaver 

Writing for the Shofar?  Think Ahead! 
 

 

Writing something for the Shofar?  REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES.  Articles and announcements for the 

Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired 

publication date.  The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the 

Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible.  The Shofar is published before the first day of 

each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements. 

 

Remember:  If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as 

early as the issue preceding the event.  And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket 

or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance.  Even for 

something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers 

to “save the date”! 

 

The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions.  E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com) 

is preferred.  Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment.  If you lack internet access, you may 

deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens 

Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline. 

 

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the June issue  

of the Shofar is Monday, May 15! 

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald, MHL, DD 


