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Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens Falls, New York 12801 

(518) 792-4364 * Office@GlensFallsTemple.com * www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

Affiliate member of the URJ since 1950 

THE RABBIS AS TEACHERS IN ISRAEL 
 

 

[Note: During the course of the new Jewish year 5775, as Temple Beth El prepares to celebrate its 

90th anniversary, I would like to share with our congregants a series of reflections on the 

organizations of the Reform Jewish Movement in North America. 
 

 

This month of heshvan/ November, I will focus on our synod, or Reform rabbinical body, which 

creates the spiritual leadership for the Reform movement through annual conventions, online 

training, list serves and Facebook pages to help link the rabbis of the Central Conference of 

American Rabbis (CCAR) across time and geography to facilitate and amplify the message and 

media of liberal Judaism, keeping our version of Torah current and relevant to our congregations 

and to the world.] 
 

 

Founded by Isaac Mayer Wise in 1889 for the graduates of the Hebrew Union 

College, our Reform synod constitutes the oldest and most continuous rabbinical 

organization in the modern world, now 125 years since it began with Wise and a 

handful of his “boys,” his first ordainees. When Dr. Wise inaugurated the Reform 

rabbinate, he declared that “The rabbi is the teacher in Israel.” By that he meant, of 

course, the liberal rabbinate would include the obvious duties of officiating at 

Shabbat and festival services, as well as lifecycle events. But beyond the quotidian 

roles which might prevail among the clergy in most forms of Western religion, Rabbi 

Wise believed that the Jewish spiritual leader had the responsibility to re-interpret 

Jewish tradition to meet the needs of a modernizing Judaism. 
 

 

In the 21st century North American Jewish community, the CCAR works year-in and 

year-out to articulate the views of prophetic Judaism within the fold of American 

Jewry, in Israel and wherever a Jewish community may be found in our post-modern 

world. And, as time and circumstance may require, our colleagues in New York will 

speak or write in public forums on issues as diverse as marriage equality, climate 

change, the dangers facing European Jewry, and the need for immigration reform. 

For instance, just last month, the presidents of the CCAR and URJ sent a joint letter

-of-protest to Peter Gelb, Director of the Metropolitan Opera, over the production 

of the offensive play, “Death of Klinghoffer,” a work which glorifies terrorism. 
 

 

On topics of controversy or of major importance to the Jewish community, the 

CCAR may individually or collectively submit resolutions to be voted on the floor of 

the plenum of the Conference to bring the voice of our 2,000-plus rabbis to be 

heard as an expression of Jewish morality and ethics. For example, my predecessor 

in the pulpit of my congregation in Florence, South Carolina proposed - and the 

CCAR adopted - a firm resolution which condemned the display of the Confederate 

battle flag at the state capital in Columbia. (Eventually, the state legislature voted to 

remove this symbol of white supremacy from the capitol dome.)  
 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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THE RABBIS AS TEACHERS IN ISRAEL 
(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

On subjects more internal to the synagogue world and, more specifically, to the congregational world in the 

Union for Reform Judaism, the CCAR Responsa Committee issues rulings on what may constitute 

normative religious practice in the Reform rabbinate, especially for ritual issues. Following the halakhic 

paradigm of the classical tradition, such responsa are issued in reply to specific questions posed to the 

committee by a congregant or one of the rabbis in the Conference. A good example of such statements 

might be those responsa which address boundary issues, such as whether the putative “messianic 

Jews” (effectively, Jews who have converted to Protestant Christianity) may affiliate with URJ congregations. 

While Orthodoxy tolerates such Jews, owing to their insistence on the Talmudic doctrine of matrilineal 

descent, the Responsa Committee ruled that the so-called “Jews for Jesus” is personae non gratae in Reform 

congregations.  
 

 

Nor is the work of the Conference confined to arcane discussions of Jewish law and tradition. For instance, 

our temple religious school was recently gifted several copies of the recently-published mishkan t’fila for 

Youth, a beautifully illustrated prayer book oriented to students in grades 3 to 5, and which we used last 

month at sukkot. Such “hands on” service books are made possible by CCAR Press, the publishing arm of 

the Reform rabbinate. The Conference Press offers a catalogue with a wide variety of Jewish topics, which 

address issues far beyond the boundaries of Reform Judaism:  Jewish spirituality, diet, lifestyle, Israel, 

Zionism, and Jewish communities around the world.  
 

 

And, perhaps the best known publication of the Conference is its CCAR Journal: the Reform Jewish Quarterly. 

This journal straddles the line between popular and academic writing; the Autumn 2014 issue carries a 

fascinating article by the incumbent Placement Director, Rabbi Alan Henkin, on the history of the Joint 

Placement Commission. Yet many of the outstanding articles in the Quarterly are authored by scholars and 

lay writers and experts not connected or affiliated with Reform Judaism. 
 

 

In addition to the broad array of printed and online publications by our Reform rabbinical body, the CCAR 

hosts interactive seminars and conference calls to assist both developing and mature rabbis in the practical 

side of spiritual leadership. For example, early in this month of November/heshvan, I eagerly look forward to 

participating in a CCAR teleconference on cultivating leadership in small congregations, a topic near to the 

hearts of many of us working to ensure the future of Temple Beth El. 
 

 

l’shalom, 
 

Rabbi Jeff Ronald 

2014 Yom Kippur Appeal 

Don't forget to make your generous donation to the Temple Beth El Yom Kippur Appeal! As 

President Matt Levin stated in his Kol Nidre message, the Temple really needs your extra gift. We 

have a wonderful new spiritual leader, Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald, but the cost of transitioning rabbis 

over significant distances and associated factors placed additional demands on our already-stretched 

budget. For your contribution to be acknowledged in the December issue of the Shofar, your check 

or credit card authorization must be received in the Temple office by Friday, November 14, 2014. 
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November 2014 
SUN MON TUE WED THURS FRI SAT 

   1 

10:30 a.m. Torah 

Study 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Saturday, December 6 at 7 p.m.: Dr. William 

Dever Lecture 

Sunday, December 14 at 2 p.m.: Latke Fest 

Friday, December 19 at 6 p.m.: Family 

Hanukah Service followed by dinner and fun! 

2 

9:15 a.m. 

Religious 

School 

 

 

3 4 

 

5 

10:30 a.m. 
Yiddish for 

Beginners class 

with Rabbi Ronald 

6 

7 p.m. Reform 

Judaism in the 

United States 

class with Rabbi 

Ronald 

7 

6 p.m. Family 

Service / Oneg 

hosted by the 

Levy Family in 

celebration of 

Elizabeth’s 

birthday 

8 

10:30 a.m. Torah 

Study 

 

 

9 

9:15 a.m. 

Religious 

School 

 

10 

 

11 

10 a.m. Book 

Club (The Lost 

Wife by Allison 

Richman) 

12 p.m. 
Ritual/Pulpit 

Committee 

Meeting 

12 

10:30 a.m. 
Yiddish for 

Beginners class 

with Rabbi Ronald 

 

 

13 

7 p.m. Reform 

Judaism in the 

United States 

class with Rabbi 

Ronald 

 

 

14 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service / Oneg in 

celebration of 

Steve & Karen 

Adler’s names 

being added to 

the Mitzvah 

Plaque 

Shofar Deadline 

  

15 

10:30 a.m. Torah 

Study 

 

 

16 

9:15 a.m. 

Religious 

School 

17 18 19 

10:30 a.m. 
Yiddish for 

Beginners class 

with Rabbi Ronald 

20 

7 p.m. Chai 

Society Program 

(Dr. Stephen 

Danna) 

Adult Education 

Classes with 

Rabbi Jeff 

Ronald will not 

meet 

21 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service  / Oneg 

hosted by the 

Hill Family in 

celebration of 

Ethan’s birthday 

22 

10:30 a.m.  Torah 

Study 

 

23 

9:15 a.m. 

Religious 

School 

 

24 25 

7 p.m. Temple 

Board Meeting 

26 

10:30 a.m. 
Yiddish for 

Beginners class 

with Rabbi Ronald 

 

 

27 

Adult Education 

Classes with 

Rabbi Jeff 

Ronald 

will not 

meet 

28 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Service 

29 

10:30 a.m.  Torah 

Study 

30 

No Religious 

School 
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President’s Message 
 

Wow… October has been a busy month here at Temple. We have seen hundreds of people walk through our doors: some 

regulars, some first time visitors, and some who have not been to Temple in quite some time. It gives me, and I am sure all of us, 

great pride to see our synagogue glowing with all that human spirit and energy. 
 

I have had the chance numerous times over the past few months to hear from folks at various events. I want to share with you 

the discussion I keep having over and over again. 
 

“You really have a nice congregation.” To which I reply, “Yes! We are very lucky to have so many great people that support us.” 
 

“This is my first time at a ‘Jewish’ event. I felt comfortable and welcomed.” To which I reply, “That’s great! You are always 

welcome here. We are very lucky to have so many great people who build that atmosphere.” 
 

“I have been to a lot of different congregations, but you can tell this one is special.” To which I reply, “Yes, there is truly 

something special here. We may not be the biggest congregation, but we do have the biggest heart.” 
 

Thank you to each and every one of you who makes this happen. It is a privilege to be part of this great organization. 
 

Matt Levin 

 

Chai Society Program 
 

Topic:  Climate Realities 

Speaker: Dr. Stephen Danna, Dean of 

SUNY Plattsburgh at Queensbury Campus 

Date:  Thursday, November 20th  

Time:  7 p.m. 
 

Summary:  Whether it is severe storms such as 

Hurricane Sandy, extreme flooding, increasing 

global temperatures, expanding droughts, or 

melting ice and rising sea levels, climate change 

is having an increasingly adverse impact on our 

planet. Dr. Steve Danna will present introductory 

information about climate change causes, 

problems, impacts, and solutions. 
 

Dr. Danna is an academic dean at SUNY 

Plattsburgh. Prior to working in the higher 

education field, he was employed by the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration and U.S. Naval Oceanographic 

Office as an oceanographer. Dr. Danna 

maintains an active blog on climate change 

topics (http://www.climategaga.org), and has 

published papers with the National Science 

Teachers Association, National Staff 

Development Council, and Phi Delta Kappa. 
 

Cold drinks and desserts will be served at this 

event. 

 

Rabbi Richard J. Sobel 

Memorial Lecture Series 

Presents  

Prof. William Dever 
 
 

The speaker for the Rabbi Richard J. Sobel Memorial 

Lecture Series of Temple Beth El will be Prof. William 

Dever, the world-renowned biblical archeologist, who 

will speak on Saturday, December 6, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 

in the congregation’s Home Room. Dr. Dever will 

address the topic, “The Lives of Ordinary People in 8th 

Century Jerusalem.” A much sought-after speaker in the 

field of biblical studies, William Dever has authored 

several books and hundreds of popular and scholarly 

articles on the archeology of the Holy Land, based on 

his ground-breaking excavations in Israel.  
 

“We feel that Dr. Dever’s scholarship and scientific 

research are wonderful vehicles to honor the memory of 

Rabbi Richard Sobel, who so appreciated the centrality 

of Jewish scholarship to Jewish life in this country,” 

said Rabbi Jeffrey Ronald, Temple Beth El’s current 

spiritual leader. 
 

The public is invited to this event. Tickets are available 

in advance for $5.00 per person. Contact Katie Weaver 

at Temple Beth El, (518) 792-4364. Admission at the 

door is $10.00. 

http://www.climategaga.org/
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Temple Beth El History 
“Be Thou a Blessing” 

 

[This is an excerpt of Ella Cline's final volume of Temple Beth El history, covering the period 

from October, 1938, through May, 1942. She called it, “Life, Thy Most Precious Gift.”] 
 

Rabbi Gelfman left us in the spring of 1940.  Rabbi Minsker came here in the fall of the same 

year. Rabbi Minsker radiated youth, happiness, well being, good will towards all. He seemed the 

ideal man for us. Everyone liked him, even those who claimed the Temple services too Reformed, 

had outgrown Orthodoxy, and remained unaffiliated with either group. 
 

Our outstanding new activity that year was a series of Open House evenings in our Home Room. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 

Hecht were host and hostess at the first Open House on January 22, 1941. There was a good speaker, dainty 

refreshments, everything free but for a voluntary silver offering. There were two more Open Houses that winter. At each 

our Home Room was crowded with guests. Mr. and Mrs. Irving Heinie and Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Sanders were hosts 

at the second; Dr. and Mrs. Morris Maslon and Mrs. Herman Metzner were hosts at the third. With the silver donation 

of the last Open House a new rug was bought for the rest room. Mr. and Mrs. Milton Schosberg were hosts at the one 

Open House in 1942. 
 

There were several other unusual activities. There was that marvelously perfect Chinese luncheon in the playroom 

basement of the Erlanger home in honor of our choir. During the fall of 1940, and again in the fall of 1941, we had a 

performance of amateurs, entitled, “The Fallen Frolics,” a tuneful, humorous conglomeration of talent, with Claire 

Schosberg as instigator and impresario. There was a delightful hill-billy party with Rose Ginsburg as chief boss. There 

was that lovely musicale and tea in the newly-built Rosoff home, with Mrs. Rosoff at the harp and Mrs. Amster at the 

piano. All these affairs were socially and financially successful. Added to our routine rummage sales, et cetera, we were 

kept busy. 
 

In June, there were six confirmants. These were:  Thomas F. Metzner, Janice Schosberg, Beatrice Hecht, William Carr, 

Gloria Solomon, and Maxine Cohen. The confirmants looked their best and made clever speeches. There were flowers, 

and refreshments provided by the proud mothers. The confirmation became a happy memory for the many who were 

present. 

 

 

Book Club 
 

Here are the books that we will be reading 

and discussing: 

Nov. 11, 2014: The Lost Wife by Allison 

Richman 

On December 9, 2014, we will have our 

Hanukah Party. More information to follow 

as we get into the cold weather. 

January 13, 2015: The Bully Pulpit by Doris 

Kearns Goodwin 

Happy reading,            Karen Marks 

 

Family Service & Potluck Dinner 
 

Please join us as Elizabeth Levy's religious school 

class creates a SOUPER SUPER SHABBAT at 

the Family Service on November 7th at 6 p.m. 

Soups will be the main course of the potluck 

dinner, and the service will center around a Super 

Hero theme. Those who wish to dress as “Super 

Heroes” for this event are encouraged to do so. 

There will be lots of surprises in store that you 

won't want to miss. The Levy family will be 

celebrating Elizabeth's 25th birthday by hosting 

Super Special Oneg! This will be a fun night for 

all generations!  
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Torah Portions 
 

November 1 

lekh lekha 

Gen. 12:1-17:27 

Pr. Is. 40:27-41:16 
 

November 8 

va-yeira 

Gen. 18:1-22:24 

Pr. II Kings 4:1-37 
 

November 15 

chayyei sarah 

Gen. 23:1-25:18 

Pr. I Kings 1:1-31 
 

November 22 

toledot 

Gen. 25:19-28:9 

Pr. I Sam. 20:18-42 
 

November 29 

 va-yeitzei 

Gen. 28:10-32:3 

Pr. Hosea 12:13-

14:10 

 

 

10 Minutes of Torah 
 

Sign up to receive a one-page e-mail each day on a topic of Jewish interest. It only takes 

10 minutes a day to get started on a lifelong journey. Spend 10 minutes a day — and 

before you know it you’ll have completed 100 hours of Torah study!   All you need to do 

is find ten minutes a day to “do Torah.”  Reform Jews committed to having Judaism in 

their daily lives are encouraged to participate in 10 minutes a day for 5 days each week of 

personal connection to a Jewish text, issue or topic.  For example:  Monday—Reform 

Voices of Torah; Tuesday—NFTY at 75; Wednesday—Israel Connection; Thursday—

Celebrating Jewish Arts and Culture; Friday—Weekly Update with Ten Minutes of 

Torah and Weekly News Updates.  Select all five days or any combination.  Each 

weekday morning, an e-mail will be delivered to your inbox for you to study at your 

convenience.  Sign up for 10 Minutes of Torah by visiting: www.reformjudaism.org/

learning/ten-minutes-torah.  Take your study of 10 Minutes of Torah to the next level by 

signing up for Eilu V’eilu. 

 

Dr. Orel Friedman, Temple Member 
 

Shortly after Orel Friedman's 101st birthday, Florence Handen, a Temple 

member and friend of Orel, shared a copy of an article which appeared in the 

Union College Alumni Magazine this past June. The article is reprinted, in part, 

below with an excerpt of Orel's memoir, A Doctor Retires - Is there life after 

medicine? Until the last few years Orel was a frequent attendee at Shabbat 

services. He has fond memories of his times and his friends at Temple Beth El. 

We hope our readers will also enjoy reading his words once more. 
 

The Anticipation of another day 
 

Twenty-five years after a forced retirement [necessitated by a health problem] 

from the practice of medicine and a bleak period in my life, my review of these 

years puts me in an exhilarating positive mood. Had I been able to continue in 

my practice and planned my future retirement, there would have been the 

motivation and incentive to become the person that I know I am. Nor, in all 

humility would I have gained the respect and admiration with which others look 

upon me and my life. Yes, there is life after medicine, and it can be satisfying 

and happy. 
 

My life has been built on a tripod: 1) I picked my parents very carefully; 2) I 

made a fantastic choice of a wife; and 3) I had enough sense "not to spit in my 

well." 
 

As a result, these later years are the frosting on a delicious cake that represents 

an amazing adventure for a young boy who started in the West End of Glens 

Falls as a first-generation American. In the beginning, I never dreamed that life 

would be so good to me. As much as the historian in me enjoys thinking and 

writing about the past, it is the anticipation of another day of fulfillment that 

makes me happy when I go to bed at night and when I arise in the morning. 
 

Oh, that we all could end each day, and begin the next, in that sweet frame of 

mind! 



 

Appreciation 
 

To Rachel Gartner & Suzanne 

Seay for hosting an Oneg in 

October in honor of Henry 

Gartner being called to the Torah as a Bar 

Mitzvah. 

 

To Steve & Karen Adler and Jack & Lois 

Hellman for hosting an Oneg in October in 

honor of friends and community. 

 

To the Temple Board for hosting an Oneg in 

October in honor of the installation of Rabbi 

Jeffrey Ronald. 
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Officers & Board of Trustees 
 

President: Matt Levin 

Vice President: Jack Hellman 

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Immediate Past President: Stephen Adler 

Trustees: Rebecca Charhon, Jeffrey Hill, Dave Lieberman, Jennifer 
Nadler, Barbara Rosoff, Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Judith 

Metzner Shepherd, and Larry Silver 

 

Committees 
 

Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman 

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel 

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly 

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd 

House Chair, Larry Silver 

Religious School Director, Chris Levy 

Temple’s rabbi and president will be  
ex-officio members of all committees. 

 

Get Well Soon 
 

Amy Austin, Kayra Balente, 

Donald Bartlett, Marcus Berg, 

Louise Binns, Ronald Binns, 

Patricia Brie, Mia Corton, Elaine Faller, 

Elliott Friedman, Victor Friedman, Nettie 

Furman, Betty Gancher, Phoebe Gannon, 

Alan Gartner, Dawn Gideon, Jacqueline 

Gordon, Mark Grunblatt, Seth Gutman, 

Edith Katz, Sheldon Kramer, Howard 

Krantz, Elliot Lang, Elizabeth Levy, 

Jeffrey Levy, Diane Martin, Ron Martin, 

Ed Miltch, Sylvia Miltch, Richard Muller, 

Jessica Panebianco, Dorris Pock, Peter 

Razis, Edie Rudnick, Jennifer Ruffing, 

Bob Savarin, David Setzer, April Solomon, 

Summer Solomon, Jane Stuebing, Carole 

Wells, Jody Wexler 

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc. 

38 Geer Street 

Glens Falls, NY 12801 

518-792-2010 

Scrap Metal Processors 
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Contributions 
 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In Memory of Sylvia Parker: 

Lynn Sinclair 

Maggie Parker 
 

In Memory of Sharon Deihl: 

Burton & Clair Kantrowitz 

 

In Honor of the birth of Dahlia Miriam Winquist: 

Jack & Lois Hellman 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 
 

In Honor of Sheldon & Louise Binns: 

Marta Flaum 
 

In Honor of Rabbi Jeffrey & Cathy Ronald’s Anniversary: 

Jack & Lois Hellman 
 

In Appreciation of Debbie Friedman Sheerer, Lisa De 

Marco, & the Choir: 

Diane Martin 

Robert & Barbara Rosoff 
 

In Celebration of Orel Friedman's Birthday: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 
 

In Appreciation of Martin Wasserman: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 
 

In Appreciation of Helene Rudnick: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 
 

In Memory of Carol Aronson: 

Florence Handen 

Sandy & Martha Searleman 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 
 

In Appreciation of Judy Shepherd: 

Helene Rudnick 

 

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home 

 

53 Quaker Road 

Queensbury, New York 12804 

P: 518-792-1114 

F: 518-792-1287 

 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In Appreciation of  Steve & Karen Adler: 

Helene Rudnick 
 

TEEN REC ROOM FUND 
 

In Honor of Henry Gartner Being Called to the Torah as a 

Bar Mitzvah: 

Florence Handen 

Jack & Lois Hellman 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Larry Silver 

 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
 

In Celebration of Dr. Orel Friedman’s Birthday: 

Norman & Sylvia Kudan 
 

In Memory of Carol Aronson: 

Norman & Sylvia Kudan 



Page 9 heshvan 5775 / November 2014heshvan 5775 / November 2014heshvan 5775 / November 2014 
 

Henry Gartner’s d’var torah (sermonette) 
 

shabbat shalom! As many of you know, I went to camp this summer. I spent three-and

-a-half weeks at Camp Flying Cloud and plan to spend seven weeks there next year---

as a camp leader. When I got back from camp, I met with Rabbi Ronald about my bar 

mitzvah. Naturally, I was worried because I had not practiced---or even thought about 

it much. When I sat down in his office, he asked me how camp was. That surprised 

me. We talked for a few minutes; not even mentioning my bar mitzvah. Then Rabbi Ronald said, “I 

thought that you could talk about camp in your speech.” 
 

It was then that I realized: on Sukkot, you sleep in a temporary hut and enjoy the outdoors – basically 

just what we did at camp. Also, I have been working for Wilbur MacEntire on his farm, just like at 

Sukkot, when Jewish farmers in ancient Israel had to sleep in huts to harvest the crops and enjoy the 

outdoors. 
 

Sukkot has always been a big part of the year, ever since I could walk and help build the Sukkah. 

The majority of you probably saw it on your way in. This open booth represents the shelter that the 

Israelites slept in while they harvested crops. The sukkah helps us to recreate the experience, which 

is why we ate pizza there last night. 
 

A few minutes ago, I read from the Torah scroll and then from the Prophet Ezekiel for the haftarah. 

Reading from Scripture out loud in the original Hebrew in the Sanctuary is one of the main tasks 

assigned to a person who is called to the bimah as a Bar Mitzvah. Another task appointed to him is 

the responsibility of giving a d’var torah, an interpretation of the scriptural passages for the 

congregation. 
 

My Torah portion is taken from the 34th chapter in Exodus, in which Moses is instructed to engrave 

once more the Ten Commandments which he had smashed earlier in his anger over the Golden Calf 

episode. From this passage, it is possible to see that God gives people a second chance if they are 

sincerely sorry for their mistakes. My prophetic reading from Ezekiel is a strange vision about a 

future war in the Land of Israel. But, one thing the Jewish people have gained from such texts from 

the prophets is a source of vocabulary---such as the words “steps” for the Hebrew word, madreigot, 

and “earthquake” for the Hebrew word, ra’ash---which have been adapted for the needs of modern 

Hebrew. 
  

Preparing to become a bar mitzvah has been hard, fun, boring, aggravating, exciting, and so many 

other things. I have worked for several months with either Rabbi Ronald, Rabbi Matt, or Jack 

Hellman. All of them helped me prepare for this day. It has also meant that I am an aide for Sunday 

School. I have been looking forward to that for years. 
  

When you become a bar/bat mitzvah, you have to do a mitzvah project. I worked with Wilbur 

MacEntire and baked bread with Rabbi Jonathan. Doing those two things have helped me realize that 

becoming a Bar Mitzvah can be both fun and help you later in life. 
  

Becoming a bar mitzvah would not have been possible without the help of Rabbi Ronald, Jack 

Hellman, Tina Marlo, Sara Rice, Denise Jackson, Elaine Sobel, and last, but not least, my family. 

Thank you all! hag samei’ach! 
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Temple Religious School Report  
 

The past two months at Temple Religious School have been very busy. In addition to our usual Sunday 

morning service in the sanctuary led by Rabbi  Ronald, weekly Hebrew lessons, and classroom learning 

about Judaism, Israel and Torah, we have had the opportunity to share in "snacktivity" each week. 

"Snacktivity," a term coined by Rabbi Ronald, is a time when all the students come together to share snack, 

some social time, and participate in activities and projects relating to Judaism. This experiential learning 

time has been a big success with our students! 
 

This fall during "snactivity" we have designed our own tote bags to use for Religious School, made Honey 

Apple Raisin Bread Pudding to share at home and at Temple as we celebrated a sweet new year. We 

participated in our own tashlikh Service at the pond in Crandall Park, after learning about the meaning of 

forgiveness and repentance during the High Holy Days. Students also went without snack during TRS the 

day of tashlikh, as a lesson of the fasting that is done by adults on Yom Kippur.  
 

Sukkot was celebrated as a group effort of students and parents making natural and handmade ornaments to 

decorate the sukkah. This was followed by a luncheon for all who helped. A special thank you goes to 

Suzanne Seay for providing the skhakh corn stalks for the sukkah roof. Lighting was added to the sukkah the 

night of the Pizza in the Hut family dinner, making it a beautiful place to enjoy Sukkot. Rabbi demonstrated 

the lulav and the etrog, and led us in kiddush and motzi in our sukkah. 
 

On October 19th, Jazlyn Hellman and Mirabelle Cohen from Temple Sinai in Saratoga Springs shared their 

skills by teaching us Israeli dancing. This is a perfect activity for learning how the joyous holiday of simhat 

torah is celebrated. Perhaps next year we can put this instruction to good use as we dance with the Torah in 

the Sanctuary. 
 

A highlight of October for TRS was Henry Gartner being called to the Torah as a bar mitzvah. Henry did an 

excellent job reading from the Torah and leading both the Friday night and Saturday morning services. mazal 

tov to Henry and his family on a job well done! Henry is an excellent role model for other students. We are 

pleased that Henry will continue his religious studies in the TRS Confirmation class and that he is 

volunteering as a TRS classroom aide on Sunday mornings during this school year.  
 

Our students and staff will bring the October programming to a close on Sunday, October 26 when they 

participate in the Jewish National Fund Walk for Water in Albany. This event gives our students the 

opportunity to interact with other Jewish students from the Capital District, while engaging in several 

activities that teach about Israel's natural resources and the importance of Israel’s conservation efforts. What 

a win-win day!  

 

November will find our students collaborating with Temple Beth El member and Fawn Ridge Pottery owner, 

David Coleman, to make their own mezzuzah cases. This a wonderful opportunity for our students to express 

their creativity while learning about the mitzvot of the mezzuzah.  
 

While you are planning ahead, don't forget to pick up a few extra cans of soup the next time you are 

shopping. TRS will be collecting cans of soup during the month of November, to donate to our local food 

pantry! We think it is a "SOUPER" idea! 
 

Looking ahead, our TRS families will continue to donate their time volunteering at The Open Door. (The 

Levin and Levy families have already pitched in serving meals there alongside the Adlers.) Our annual Bake 

Sale fundraiser will be at the Temple Latke Fest on December 14th. (Hint! Hint! We need people to donate 

food items for this sale! Please let me know if you can help!) 
 

shalom, Christine Levy, Temple Religious School Director 
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mazal tov! 
 

 

mazal tov to Henry Gartner, son of 

Rachel Gartner & Suzanne Seay, for 

being called to the Torah as a bar 

mitzvah on Saturday, October 11, 2014.  

 

Wanted: 

talitot/taleisim   

(prayer shawls) and t'fillin 
 

 In addition to the 

extra kippot which we keep at 

Temple for people to use while 

visiting or attending services, we 

would also like to have 

some talitot available for our Temple 

members and friends to borrow. Also, if 

anyone has a set of t'fillin which they would 

like to donate, to the Temple Religious 

School, we could put them 

to use for instructional 

purposes as well.  

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,  

STEWART & RHODES, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

One Washington Street 

Glens Falls, NY  12801 

Phone (518) 792-2117 

 

Mitzvah Plaque Recipients 
 

You are invited to a special Shabbat Service 

at Temple Beth El on Friday Evening, 

November 14, 2014 

at 7 p.m. 
 

Karen Marks Adler and 

Stephen Adler will be honored as their 

names are placed on the Elizabeth 

Donnenberg Yaffee Mitzvah* Plaque in 

appreciation of the time and resources they 

have given over the years in support of the 

congregation. 
 

This service there will 

be followed by a special 

Board-sponsored 

dessert Oneg. 
 

*mitzvah: n. Heb./Yiddish: 1) a 

religious obligation in Judaism; 2) a 

good deed or favor 

 

Save the Dates 
TRS / Federation Supported 

Activities 
 

 

This year the Temple Religious school is forgoing it's 

own Hanukah party to collaborate with the Temple to 

bring together an extra special Hanukah dinner on Friday, 

December 19th. TRS is sponsoring a DJ for that evening, 

who will be able to provide a variety of music and games, 

with something for every generation to enjoy. 
 

Last, but not least, if we take a quick peek into 2015, we 

will find we are starting the New Year with a fabulous 

Jewish story teller the weekend of January 9-11. We will 

also have a family service planned by Sara Rice' s class 

and one by Rabbi Ronald's class to look forward to in the 

coming months. We hope that many members of the 

Jewish community will join us for these events and others 

that will be announced at a later date!  
 

TRS programs are supported in part by a generous grant 

from the Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York. 
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We Remember 
 

Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on the noted dates: 
 

November 7 

*David Bronne, Alfred Brown, Esther Cohen, Tessie Prager Cohn, Cele Finkel, *Allan Richard Gordon, 

Bernard Grablow, *Edward Israel, *Elliot Pearl, *Elsa Gelman Rosoff, Rose Leah Rosoff, Harold Shapiro, 

Jeannette Shapiro, Michelle Shapiro, Louis Steinberg, *Rose Stichman, Jared Winchell, *M. Michael Yaffee 
 

November 14 

*Abraham Bronne, *Herman Feigenbaum, William D. Fine, Anne Daniels Goldberg, Julia Goldman, *Wolf 

Greenman, *Alexander Lazarus, *Lillian Leinoff, *Herman Metzner, Pearl Munzer, *Samuel Nathan, Esther 

Rome, Geneva Sonn, *Glenard Turner, *Ruth Turner 
 

November 21 

*Carl Bronne, Nancy Burritt, Rose Drew, *Dorothy Fagelman, Charles Garlen, *Marcos Hellenberg, Dr. 

Harrison Karp, *Leslie Klein, *Joshua Lowe, *Esther Nachman, *Ruth Bronne Nathan, *William Parker, 

*Isabella Schwager, Charles Searleman, *Andrea Silver, Charles Wodicka 
 

November 28 

*Louise Bronne Baer, *Louis Bassock, David Bittman, William Brady, *Flora Bronne, Billy (Rose) Dopreen, 

Joseph Gladstone, Mary Hellman, Joseph Kmiecik, *Sol (Israel) Koch, Gertrude Lebowich, Hannah Robbins, 

Benjamin Rothblatt, *Shirley Segan, William Shapiro, Sam Swirskey, *Bertie F. Task 
 

(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary) 

 

Holiday Dinner at The Open Door 

On Monday, September 29th, a small group of Temple parents, their children, and Board members 

visited The Open Door on Lawrence Street in Glens Falls to assist in serving dinner to local 

residents. We assisted the Director, Kim Cook, and a small cadre of regular volunteers to set up, 

serve, and clean-up. Approximately forty people ate dinner, and we truly enjoyed providing a healthy 

meal to those in need. All of us, outfitted with hairnets and gloves, our hands scrubbed, set out the 

food trays and utensils, ladled out a full meal to all, and helped clean up. Several members have met 

with the Director to discuss serving dinner on Thursday, December 25th. Temple’s goal is to provide 

as much of the labor as possible, in order to allow the staff to spend Christmas Day with their 

families. We will repeat our visit on Thursday, October 30th, and once again in December, to learn 

as much of the operation as possible. Our group needs a few more adults who know their way around 

a kitchen, and perhaps a few more children, in order to be successful. Temple wants to reach out to 

our community in several meaningful ways, and our Board fully endorses this exciting beginning. 

Please contact Katie in the Temple Office (792-4364), or Steve and Karen Adler at 307-6266. A few 

hours in the late afternoon on a cold December day will warm your heart! 
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Happy Birthday! 
 

Elizabeth Levy (11/3), Ross Marks (11/4), 

Liz Giblin (11/5), Martha Searleman (11/5), 

Stuart Kaufman (11/7), Karen Hochhauser 

(11/9), Jazlyn Hellman (11/10), Allison Levin 

(11/10), Elizabeth Gancher (11/16), Bruce Katz 

(11/19), Carol Kafin (11/19), Michele French 

(11/20), JoAnn Daigle (11/20), Matthew Levin 

(11/23), Ethan Hill (11/25 – 12 years old!), Stuart 

Ginsburg (11/26), Matthew Futia (11/26), Rachel 

Murray (11/26), Robert Miller (11/29) 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

Bill & Amy Brender 

(November 4 – 14 years!) 

Jon & Naomi Marks 

(November 15 – 11 years!) 

Robert & Stephanie Kaufman 

(November 18 – 41 years!) 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

 

Charles Ives, Sharla Etkin-Ives, and Tanis Ives 
 

Aaron & Barbara Furman (Welcome back!) 

 

Condolences 
 

Carol Frances Aronson, wife, mother and active member of her community died peacefully, 

September 23, 2014 with her loving family by her side. She aged 75 years and led a full life. She 

was active on the Foundation Board at Albany Medical Center Hospital, the Temple Beth El board 

and as the chairperson for multiple fundraising events. Carol is survived by David Aronson, her 

husband of fifty-five years, and her family members: daughters, Lynn Bruno (Lawrence), Susan 

Avery (Paul), and Deborah Callaghan (Charles), and her grandchildren, Marissa and Ashley 

McMullen, Cody Kerns, Danielle Bruno, Amy Robusto, Megan Avery, Natasha and Malika 

Rathbun, Cameron and James Callaghan and beloved great-granddaughter Makayla Domelowicz. 



 

3 Marion Avenue 
Glens Falls, New York      

12801-2813 

Phone: 518-792-4364 

Fax: 518-792-4336 

office@glensfallstemple.com 

www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated, 

traditional, intermarried & non-

traditional families and individuals. 

Temple Beth El 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Shofar 
Editors: 

 Phyllis Brown 
 Lois Hellman 

 Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Editorial Assistant: 

 Katie Weaver 

Writing for the Shofar?  Think Ahead! 
 

 

Writing something for the Shofar?  REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES.  Articles and announcements for the 

Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired 

publication date.  The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the 

Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible.  The Shofar is published before the first day of 

each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements. 

 

Remember:  If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as 

early as the issue preceding the event.  And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket 

or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance.  Even for 

something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers 

to “save the date”! 

 

The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions.  E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com) 

is preferred.  Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment.  If you lack internet access, you may 

deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens 

Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline. 

 

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the December issue of the Shofar 

is Friday, November 14! 

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald, MHL, DD 


