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An affiliated congregation of the
Union for Reform Judaism since 1950

Rabbi’s Message: A Time For Books
Israel Lehman served as the Director of the Klau Library at HUC-JIR in Cincinnati, Ohio,
during the 1960’s and 1970’s. He was one of the last ordainees of Rabbi Leo Baeck at the
Reform Jewish seminary in Berlin, just prior to the outbreak of the Second World War.
He managed to get out of Nazi Germany through an invitation from the British Chief
Rabbi to come to London to translate the Hertz Pentateuch Commentary for the German
Jewish community. According to an anecdote which Dr. Lehman shared with me, when
he met up with Rabbi Baeck after the war, he praised the vast Judaic library possessed by
the chief rabbi. Leo Baeck brought him up short, “If the collection only contains Jewish
books, it is not a great library.” The rabbinate having carried my family all around the
United States, I can attest to the surprising depth and breadth of many of the temple
collections which have distinguished the local congregations I have visited or served.
Invariably, I have been surprised at the rare, indeed irreplaceable, books, periodicals and
judaica which adorn the bookshelves of these varied Jewish communities. The collections
of the Temple and the Synagogue here in Glens Falls are no exceptions. The library
upstairs contains volumes that I would have trouble finding in a major city, such as New
York, Boston or Los Angeles. For instance, our holdings boast a set of the Jewish
Encyclopedia (published in the early 1900’s) and a full set of Louis Ginsburg’s The
Legends of the Jews (a scholarly/popular edition of the classical midrash aggadah).*
One of the ambitions I set for my rabbinate was to excite my congregants over the
treasures of Jewish literacy, being published prodigeously by such houses as Schocken,
Jewish Lights and, of course, Jewish Publication Society. It was a cultural and communal
goal hard to estimate in its achievement, though I know that, in the decades since
ordination, many of my congregants and students have rediscovered the lessons of Jewish
heritage which their ancestors had all but forsaken. At the time when my colleagues and I
assumed pulpits during the late 1980’s, a great upsurge in popular Jewish interest in
returning “Back to the Sources” had swept the American Jewish community. (See my
senior sermon here: rabbironald.com/essayrr5.htm). All of the foregoing is but a preface
to the fact that November/heshvan is National Jewish Book Month. Whether the text is
borrowed or owned, printed or electronic, English, Hebrew or Yiddish, the Jewish
reputation for literacy, which was once our honor in the eyes of the nations, has
diminished outside the ranks of academics. (When I was growing up in Southern
California, one of the easiest features to distinguish a Jewish from a non-Jewish home
were the stacks of books lining the walls of the former. . . .)
This month, with the elections blessedly passing, presents an opportunity to find a good
book to expand our intellectual horizons and transport our thinking from the mundane to
the sublime.
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Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald
* Thanks to Temple members Phyllis Brown and Bill Sheerer, our library is newly renovated and
organized. We can help you explore it and find a book to borrow.
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President’s Yom Kippur Speech 2016
Good evening, my friends, my fellow congregants and our guests.
Many of us have rushed from dinner with friends and family to be here this evening, to begin the concluding
days of our annual period of reflection.
In my ignorance, or limited education, Rabbi, I am going to, perhaps, twist history to serve my purposes. I am
certain that you will set the record straight.
I have read that, originally, we observed Kol Nidre to annul vows of conversion made under duress, perhaps
beginning in the Middle Ages. Thus, we disavowed all such vows made during the previous year, as well as
those that we might be forced to make during the coming year.
If there is truth in this, then Reform Judaism, which seeks to re-work some ancient practices for modern
purposes, to breathe new life and fresh meaning into our lives, may have earlier origins than we think, and
may actually have widespread influence across all forms of Jewish observance throughout the world,
embraced universally, certainly in America:
To make the old new, and to make the new old. To breathe new life, meaning, relevance into our
ancient traditions. And, in so doing, to develop and nurture new practices that become “old”; that is,
respected, accepted, and then traditional.
This is what we must do at Temple Beth El. Immediately.
I will start by apologizing to all of you who are members of Temple. We have spoken, you and I, several
times over the years, at this time on our traditional calendar. I have referred to our history, to family members
and congregational leaders, many of whose names grace these walls, and I have asked for your help in our
efforts to sustain our Temple.
Yet, I have not done enough. I have not committed myself to real change at Temple, to making the new old,
to finding new ways to ensure our future. Rather, I have focused on ensuring that the old is maintained,
because, for many of us, that is what we want. It is who we are; it is what brings us here. The pleasure of our
prayers and music, long a part of our lives, evoking wonderful memories connected with family members
long gone, and to meaningful worship with friends both here and in many other places. However, as our
membership has shrunk, so has our attendance, and our corps of volunteers. Much of the time, Karen and I,
and shrinking number of others, pour ourselves into assuring that we continue as we always have.
This is important, it is vital, but it is not enough. We must change.
Tonight, I am asking for your help once again. Of course, this is a plea that is made every year at this time. It
is expected, and, if I were not to do so, I would be derelict in my responsibility to you.
Here is the difference, which I ask you to consider as you leave this evening and as you reflect about Temple
during the coming year:
[Continued on Next Page}
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Yom Kippur President’s Speech 2016
[Continued from Page 2]
Temple cannot sustain itself much longer without employing new ideas, without your participation in Temple
life as you are able throughout the year, and without a dramatic increase in your financial contributions.
A serious increase in funds will enable us to continue our activities, our programs, and will buy us time to
bring in the new. We must reach out to our community, and beyond, in new ways, and this effort is completely contingent upon your support.
We must look into new ways to use our building, which may be a good source of additional revenue. I will
ask the Board to support outreach to our surrounding community and beyond, to offer the use of our building
and its facilities for others of our faith, or not, who cannot afford the cost elsewhere. This includes not only
celebrations, but education through distance learning, culminating in celebrations here at Temple.
We are living near communities that are vacation destinations year-round, and that suggests the possibility of
greatly extending our outreach and programmatic offerings.
In any event, without a serious increase in your financial commitments this year, the Board will be forced to
implement drastic budgetary reductions. We will meet at the end of next month to consider just that. We have
no choice.
I am totally committed to Temple’s survival. Please join me.
I wish you all an easy fast, and again,
l’shana tova.

Steve Adler

Upcoming Jewish Community Event:
Sunday, November 20 at 5:30 pm, Pizzeria Uno’s
Connect with the Jewish Community over good food and good
conversation.
Everyone is invited to join in this monthly social gathering.
Please contact the Temple office at 792-4364 to let Katie know how many
people will be attending.
Guests will order off the menu and each family will receive a separate
check. Pizzeria Uno’s will be donating 20% of each check back to Temple!
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November 2016
SUN

MON

TUE
1

WED

THURS

7

9:15 a.m.
Religious
School

13

14

9:30 a.m. Chai
Society
Breakfast
Program
(Guest
Speaker:
Rabbi Ronald;
Leo Strauss:
Persecution &
the Art of
Writing)
20

3

4

5

9:30 a.m.
Intro to Yiddish

7 p.m.
siddur history

6 p.m.
Family Service /
Pot Luck Dinner
and oneg
in celebration of
Albert Charhon’s
birthday

10:30 a.m.
Torah Study

8

9

10

11

12

10 a.m.
Book Club
(The Children Act
by Ian McEwan)

9:30 a.m.
Intro to Yiddish

7 p.m.
Ritual / Pulpit
Committee
Meeting

7 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg

10:30 a.m.
Torah Study

15

16

17

18

19

Deadline for the
December issue
of the Shofar

9:30 a.m.
Intro to Yiddish

7 p.m.
siddur history

7 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg

10:30 a.m.
Torah Study

24

25

26

7 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg

10:30 a.m.
Torah Study

7 p.m.
Congregational
Meeting

21

SAT

2

7 p.m.
Beginner Hebrew
6

FRI

22

7 p.m.
Beginner Hebrew

7 p.m.
Beginner Hebrew

23

9:15 a.m.
Religious
School

9:30 a.m.
Intro to Yiddish

4 p.m.
Interfaith
Thanksgiving
Service

7 p.m.
Beginner Hebrew

5:30 p.m.
Jewish
Community
Dinner at
Pizzeria Uno’s
27

28

29

30

SAVE THE DATE:

7 p.m.
Temple Board
Meeting

9:30 a.m.
Intro to Yiddish

December 4 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Bagels & Blankets: Community
Brunch & Blanket Making

7 p.m.
Beginner Hebrew
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Condolences

Contributions

Temple member Arnold Slawsby, 93, passed away on
October 8, 2016 following a long illness. Arnold was
predeceased by his wife, Eileen; his daughter, Nancy
Burritt; and his brother, Nathan Slawsby. Left to cherish
his memory are his daughters Marilyn (Dr. Barry), Karen
Hahn and Gail Hamel (David Cerri); his grandchildren
Mark Burritt, Joseph (Joelle) Hamel, Aaron (Stephanie)
Hamel, Tracy (Aaron) Fields, and Carla (Donald) Cannon.
He is also survived by his sister Helen (Eliot) Woronoff,
and sister in law Barbara Slawsby, as well as 8 great
grandchildren and several nieces and nephews.

GENERAL FUND

In Memory of Belle Searleman:
Sandy & Martha Searleman
In Memory of Arnold Slawsby:
David & Jane Aronson
John & Judith Bulova
Florence Handen
Jack & Lois Hellman
Helene Rudnick
Sandy & Martha Searleman
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Maureen Vedder & Ralph DiCocco

Temple Religious School

In Memory of Norman Didakow:
Joyce Didakow
In Memory of Abe & Betty Didakow:
Joyce Didakow
In Memory of Marguerite Brown:
Elliott Brown
In Honor of Our Being Called to the Torah:
Robert & Barbara Rosoff
In Honor of Matt & Allison Levin’s Birthdays:
Bruce & Linda North

Temple Beth El Religious School is in need of donations of NO
SEW Fleece Fringe Tie Blanket KITS for infants, toddlers,
children and teens. Our students would like to continue
the Mitzvah Project of making these blankets for the local
Domestic Violence Shelter, as we have done in the past.
These kits can be purchased at local craft stores such as JoAnne Fabrics, or some discount stores such as Walmart. They
come in many different colors, patterns and characters.
These can often be purchased at great discounts of 50-60%
off with store coupons! They are also available on-line from
many different sources. Anyone that would like to donate a
kit, may drop it off at the Temple office. As an alternative to
purchasing a kit to donate, TRS would happily accept
monetary donations to purchase these kits ourselves for this
project. Kits generally cost anywhere from $8 to $18. Any
help would be greatly appreciated. If you have any questions
about this project, please contact TRS Director, Chris Levy at
cmlevy@iname.com or (518) 796-8808.

Regional Thanksgiving Service
Returning to a traditional Glens Falls community
observance, Temple Beth El will host a regional,
interfaith Thanksgiving service on Sunday, November
20, 2016, at 4:00 p.m., in our sanctuary.

DR. HAROLD D. POSTER
DR. GARY D. POSTER
PODIATRISTS * FOOT SPECIALISTS
————————————————————————————————————————————————
—

SPORTS MEDICINE * MEDICAL & SURGICAL
MANAGEMENT OF FOOD DISORDERS
DIABETIC SHOES
(518) 792-3032
HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

11 PINE STREET
GLENS FALLS, NY 12801

A variety of religious organizations are expected to take
part in the non-denominational liturgy which will be led
by clergy representing congregations from Lake George,
Queensbury, Glens Falls and Hudson Falls. A collection
to support the hungry and homeless will be included in
the proceedings. Make your Thanksgiving special by
sharing with our neighbors.
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We Remember
Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on
the noted dates:
November 4
*David Bronne, *Anna G. Cohen, Esther Cohen, Tessie Prager Cohn, Cele
Finkel, *Sarah Ginsburg, Ronald Goldstone, Abraham Gordon, Helen Kraus,
Gloria Levine, *Elliot Pearl, *Phillip P. Proller, Harold Shapiro, Jeanette
Shapiro, Hilda Siegel, *Rose Stichman, *Bess Weissman
November 11
Alfred Brown, Bernard Grablow, Albert Handen, *Edward Israel, *Lillian
Leinoff, *Herman Metzner, Esther Rome, *Elsa Gelman Rosoff, Rose Leah
Rosoff, Michelle Shapiro, Benjamin Skoll, Louis Steinberg, *Glenard Turner,
*Ruth Turner, Jared Winchell, *M. Michael Yaffee
November 18
*Abraham Bronne, Nancy Burritt, Fenye Cajal-Nuzzenbaum, Rose Drew,
*Dorothy Fagelman, William D. Fine, *Allan Richard Gordon, *Wolf
Greenman, *Leslie Klein, *Alexander Lazarus, *Joshua Lowe, Diane Martin,
Pearl Munzer, *Esther Nachman, *Samuel Nathan, *Isabella Schwager,
Geneva Sonn
November 25
*Louise Bronne Baer, *Louis Bassock, William Brady, *Carl Bronne, *Flora
Bronne, Joseph Gladstone, Anne Daniels Goldberg, Julia Goldman, Dr.
Harrison Karp, Joseph Kmiecik, Howard Krantz, *Ruth Bronne Nathan,
*William Parker, Benjamin Rothblatt, *Shirley Segan, *Andrea Silver, Sam
Swirsky, Charles Wodicka
(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary)

Torah Portions
November 5
No-Ach
Gen. 6:9-11:32
Pr. Is. 54:1-55:5
November 12
Lech Lecha
Gen. 12:1-17:27
Pr. Is. 40:27-41:16
November 19
Va-Yera
Gen. 18:1-22:24
Pr. II Kings 4:1-17
November 26
Chayyei Sarah
Gen. 23:1-25:18
Pr. I Kings 1:1-31
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TEMPLE HISTORY
Charles Gelman
(1873 – 1941)
[Note: Charles Gelman was a charter member of Temple Beth El. Shortly before his death, he dictated an account of his
life. An abridged and edited version of this autobiography began appearing in this publication, beginning with the May,
2016, issue, available at glensfallstemple.com.] [Omissions are indicated by an ellipsis or a row of asterisks. Editorial
changes are indicated in brackets.]
[In Part 5, Gelman told of his cross-country journey and his job in a retail store in Vallejo, California, in the early
1900's.]

PART 6
The most pleasant years of my clerking experience were in Vallejo. Vallejo gets its main support from the
Government Navy Yard located across the Bay, Mare Island, and during my first years in Vallejo there
was a great deal of activity and ship building going on. Nearly all the ships from our newly acquired
territory, the Philippine Islands, would come to Mare Island for overhauling and repairs, and Petty
officers, sailors and marines would not only receive their money for shore leave, but also they would be
paid by the Government for transportation. These boys would wander around town with bags full of gold
and silver, as paper money was rare, and of course our business prospered, and I was given promotions
and became Mr. Levee's close and trusted employee. While there, I sent to Europe for my younger
brother, Joe, who remained in New York.
[Gelman was lured back to New York by a boyhood friend who falsely promised a lucrative business
opportunity. In the next several years, he held management positions and partnerships in retail stores in
eastern and mid-western states, with varying degrees of satisfaction and success.]
Again, I went to New York and found a temporary job. Through my business associations I heard of a
successful store being run in Troy by Max Goodkind, who was advanced in years, and was looking for an
assistant who might relieve him by managing his store. We made a satisfactory arrangement, and I was
with him probably about two years, when Kempner & Merkel of Plattsburg, knowing Goodkind and the
store, offered to buy him out, only if I would continue to manage the store as a third partner. Since I had
not the required funds, they advanced [them] to me. This I was able to pay back out of profits of the
business.
This brings me to the time when Kempner & Merkel bought out the “Goodson Bros. Co.” in Glens Falls.
A new manager was placed in Troy, and I went to Glens Falls, also as a third partner, to manage the store
there. Up to this time, I had been drifting, more or less. Over the years I had made many friends, but
stayed in one place not long enough to take any part in civic affairs. I now began to feel settled and more
contented. In 1920, Louis Kempner died, leaving a widow and two children, a son and daughter, 8 and 4
years old respectively. Mr. Merkel took me in then as sole partner, I buying [out] half of Lou's share. In
October, 1921, I married Mrs. Kempner, and we, with the children, made our home in Glens Falls.
Judith Metzner Shepherd, Historian
[The source for this column is a letter from Charles Gelman to Babette Gelman, dated March 12, 1941.]
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Happy Birthday!
Molly Sheerer (11/3)
Elizabeth Levy (11/3)
Ross Marks (11/4)
Liz Giblin (11/5)
Daniel Wolfield (11/5)
Martha Searleman (11/5)
Stuart Kaufman (11/7)
Jazlyn Hellman (11/10)
Allison Levin (11/11)
Suzanne Comora (11/14)
William Kraus (11/14)
Elizabeth Gancher (11/16)
Judith Rudnick (11/19)
Bruce Katz (11/19)
Carol Kafin (11/19)
Michele French (11/20)
JoAnn Daigle (11/20)
Mace Comora (11/21)
Michael Seidel (11/21)
Matthew Levin (11/23)
Ethan Hill (11/25)
Stuart Ginsburg (11/26)
Matthew Futia (11/26)
Rachel Murray (11/26)
Robert Miller (11/29)

Happy
Anniversary!!
William & Amy Brender
(11/4 – 16 years)
Jon & Naomi Marks
(11/15 – 13 years)
Robert & Stephanie Kaufman
(11/18 – 43 years)

Oneg Appreciation

Book Club
Book Club meets on the second
Tuesday of the month, at 10
a.m., in the Ralph and Lillian
Leinoff Community Room at
Temple Beth El. The next books
we will be discussing are:
November 8: The Children Act by
Ian McEwan
January 10: When Breath
Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi
We will have our potluck
Chanukah Party at the Temple
on our regular meeting day,
December 13, 2016.

Arthur & Barbara Blitman in
honor of Penny G. Taub and in
Karen Marks Adler
memory of Sharon L. Coleman
karojo41@gmail.com
Bruce & Linda North in honor of
Jonah & Grant Levin
Thank you to the Jewish
Temple Religious School in honor Federation of Northeastern New
York for their generous support of
of Sukkot
Temple Beth El and
Paul & Betty Gancher in memory
Temple Religious
of Edna Gancher
School.

Mi Shebeirach

These comforting words can be said on behalf of those who are ill. Whether friends
or loved ones are struggling with physical, emotional or spiritual challenges, this
prayer speaks to our desire for their healing.
May the one who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless and heal those who are ill [names]. May the
Blessed Holy One be filled with compassion for their health to be restored and their
strength to be revived. May God swiftly send them a complete renewal of body and
spirit, and let us say, Amen.

Please include in your healing prayers: Marcus Berg, Michael Berg,
Vanessa Bishop, Patricia Brie, Mitch Frasier, Janet Friedman, Victor
Friedman, Vera Ginsburg, Jacqueline Gordon, Diane Grant, Valerie
Hope, Josh Israel, Sheldon Kramer, Elizabeth Levy, Jeff Levy, Mark
Lipschitz, Tom Metzner, Linda Miller, Phyliss Miller, Ed Miltch, Sylvia
Miltch, Richard Muller, Ian Quillinan, Carol Leibman Rosenthal, Edie
Rudnick, Bob Savarin, Jennifer Schultz, Hilda Schwartz, Joel Schwartz,
Moe Schwartz, Philip Sterdt, Harlan Steuer, Tammy Whitty, DeAnna
Williams
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Officers & Board of Trustees
President: Stephen Adler
Vice President: Rebecca Charhon
Treasurer: Karen Marks
Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly
Immediate Past President: Jack Hellman
Trustees: Sara Friedman, Jeffrey Hill,
Dave Lieberman, Sanford Searleman,
Scott Schwartz, Bill Sheerer,
and Judith Metzner Shepherd
Religious School Director: Chris Levy
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Committees
Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman
Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel
Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly
History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd
House Chair, Bill Sheerer
Project 21st Century Chair, Larry Silver
Religious School Director, Chris Levy
Temple’s rabbi and president will be
ex-officio members of all committees.

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc.
38 Geer Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
518-792-2010
Scrap Metal Processors

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,
STEWART & RHODES, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Washington Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone (518) 792-2117

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral
Home
53 Quaker Road
Queensbury, New York 12804
P: 518-792-1114
F: 518-792-1287

Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York
12801-2813

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald, MHL, DD
Phone: 518-792-4364
Fax: 518-792-4336
office@glensfallstemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated,
traditional, intermarried & nontraditional families and individuals.

The Shofar
Editors:

Phyllis Brown
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Lois Hellman, Emerita

Editorial Assistant:

Katie Weaver

Writing for the Shofar? Think Ahead!
Writing something for the Shofar? REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES. Articles and announcements for the
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired
publication date. The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the
Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible. The Shofar is published before the first day of
each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements.
Remember: If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as
early as the issue preceding the event. And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket
or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance. Even for
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers
to “save the date”!
The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions. E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com)
is preferred. Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment. If you lack internet access, you may
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens
Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline.

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the December issue
of the Shofar is Tuesday, November 15!

