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An affiliated congregation of the
Union for Reform Judaism since 1950

Rabbi’s Message: Pausing to Give Thanks
Now that the High Holy Days and festival season have concluded, and October’s
autumn leaves have fallen, this month we prepare for Thanksgiving. This year, the
month of November marks not only a change in seasons but also the opportunity to
make choices and vote. It is of paramount importance that we each make our choices
and ensure thereby the continuity of our democratic system.
Later in the month, we will gather with family and friends for Thanksgiving. We
thank God for the blessings that our democratic system ensures. We pause to realize
that not everyone on this planet is so blessed. Along with offering us the occasion to
give thanks, Thanksgiving also provides us the opportunity to share our largess with
others less fortunate.
We are blessed at Temple Beth El to give thanks for our Temple and our community.
Each of us brings our unique personality and wisdom to the table. This year, it is my
hope that as we gather with our families and friends, that we will also think of our
Temple family and our opportunity to thereby strengthen our own Jewish continuity
as a blessing for our children and each other.

Rabbi Norm

President’s Message
Whenever I enter the sanctuary, I re-enter my childhood. I sat in these pews,
observing Shabbat, holidays and holy days with my mother, father and younger
sister. Around me were my friends with their families. I knew the “older” leaders of
the Temple but didn’t know what they did. Now I know.
Now, as an “older” leader, I understand and appreciate the hard work and
commitment of past and present generations.
Now, whenever I enter the sanctuary and take a seat in the pews, around me are
today’s families with their children and friends, observing Shabbat, holidays and
holy days in the same pews, standing before the same ark, helping the Rabbi lead the
service and sometimes leading it themselves. And I “kvell.”
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its establishment. Through your ideas, energy, talent, creativity, generosity and hard
work you support the religious, educational and social being of Temple Beth El.

Happy Birthday / 10
Anniversary

For this I am grateful. Todah Rabah. Thank you. L’dor Va Dor. From generation to
generation. From the generations of our family to you and yours,
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Jewish Community Dairy Potluck Luncheon
& Holiday Gift Sale
Sponsored by UJCC (Uniting the Jewish Community)
Bring a friend / See some friends
Sunday, November 18, 2018
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Luncheon Items:
Bagels & Cream Cheese, Tuna Salad, Potato Salad, Fruit Salad, Deviled Eggs, Lox Platter,
Kugel, Cheese Pizza, Lots of Desserts, Plus much more!
Please bring your entire family!
Everyone from Congregation Shaaray Tefila and Temple Beth El is invited!
Location: Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens Falls
Organized by: Scott & Michele Schwartz
Please call if you are able to bring a dish to share: 518-792-3408
Please call to let me know how many people can come.
Vendors will be selling Tupperware, cards, gift items, plus more from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
If you would like to sell your crafts during the luncheon, please contact Scott Schwartz.

Calling All Cooks and Eaters:
Mark Your Calendars for Latke Fest!
Temple Beth El’s Annual Latke Fest will be held on Sunday, December 9, 2018 from 2:00 pm - 4:30 pm.
Join us for a community celebration with klezmer music, contests, food and latkes. Cooks of all
ages, abilities and faiths are welcome. If you don’t want to cook, we need volunteers and tasters!
For more information and to request a spot in the competition contact the Latke Fest organizers at
latkefest@glensfallstemple.com. Deadline for cooks is December 1, 2018. The committee is also seeking
volunteers for the day of the event and sponsors at all levels for both monetary and in-kind donations. You
don’t have to be a member of Temple Beth El, or Jewish, to participate. All are welcome!
Tickets will be available at the door and tables can be reserved by calling the Temple office.
Tickets are $15 for adults, $5 for kids ages 5-11, and $150 for a reserved table (includes 8 tickets plus goodies).
All proceeds go to support Temple Beth El. Cash, check or credit card accepted.

For more information, or to volunteer, please contact latkefest@glensfallstemple.com or contact one of the
Latke Fest Committee Members: Sara Friedman, Deborah Friedman Sheerer, Sara Rice, or Rebecca
Charhon.
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Spirituality Matters
Israeli professor and author extraordinaire, Yuval Noah Harari, best-selling author of Sapiens and 21 Lessons
for the 21st Century, suggests that perhaps the third biblical commandment not to take God’s name in vain
really is a reminder that we should not use the Divine name to justify our own political social, economic
interests and personal hatred of difference. As Harari weaves philosophy, history and futuristic possibilities
into a creative whole, he invites us to consider when we ask if 'God' exists, which god we have in mind—the
Cosmic Mystery or the Worldly Lawgiver? The former is a grand enigma about which we have no idea and
perhaps never will: its form, existence and source is beyond human language. We invoke the mysterious God
force to explain the deepest riddles of the universe— why is there something rather than nothing? What is
consciousness? Where does it come from? The most fundamental characteristic of the God, Source of
Mystery, is that we cannot say anything concrete about 'It'— just as kabbalists suggest, Divinity is The Great
Unknown and UnKnowable. The name we give It makes no difference as it is inadequate— beyond gender, in
fact, beyond any measure we have; names devised for ourselves give us an inkling of what we consider we are
worshipping.
On the other hand, God the ‘Lawgiver’ we know very well, as most of us have been taught about 'him' – we
invoke this ‘angry man’ to justify our beliefs. The most fundamental characteristic of this ‘God’ is that we can
say extremely concrete things about Him. Again, whatever we name or believe about him, reflects our own
belief and has nothing to do with The UnKnowable Mystery.
Woman-centered spirituality often replaces God with Goddess who is seen as the exemplar of love, compassion
and creativity. We create this 'goddess' too in our own image as an exemplar of what we aspire to be.
Harari suggests that when the faithful are asked about God, they start talking about the inexplicable mysteries
in life and "yet like a magician fooling an audience with imperceptibly replacing one card with another," they
quickly replace the Cosmic Mystery with the Worldly Lawgiver. For example, we do not understand the
Source of the Big Bang. But some rabbinical teachings advise that women must cover their hair, men should
not engage in sex with men, and the adulteress should be stoned. In fact these two mindsets (science and
theology) are contradictory; as you think about it, the deeper the mystery of the Universe the less likely it is
that beliefs regarding specific human behaviors lead us to a conclusion as to the nature of The UnKnowable
Mystery. There is no logical connection between the two.
Harari goes on to say the missing link between the two is a holy book, where social regulations are attributed to
the Cosmic Mystery who supposedly composed the text. The rulings from such texts may be helpful in
establishing and maintaining social order but have nothing to do with the mysteries of the universe.
This enigma would be the basis of great discussion about what we believe as progressive Jews living in 21st
century America.
L’shalom,

Heather Mendel
Thank you to the Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York for their generous support of
Temple Beth El and Temple Religious School.
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November 2018
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THURS
1

FRI
2

SAT
3

6:15 p.m.
Family Service /
Potluck Dinner /
Oneg hosted by
Linda & Bruce
North ICO Allison &
Matt Levin’s
birthdays
4

5

6

7

8

9

9:00 a.m.
Temple
Religious
School
11

10

7 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
Oneg host needed

12

13

14

11:30 a.m. Book
Club (A Call From
Spooner Street by
Carol Ascher) at
Cooper’s Cave
Restaurant

15

16

Shofar
Deadline

7 p.m.

22

23

Happy
Thanksgiving!

7 p.m.

17

Shabbat Service /
Oneg host needed

2:30 p.m.
A Glimpse into
Genesis class
7 p.m.
Ritual/Pulpit
Committee
Meeting
18

19

20

21

9:00 a.m.
Temple
Religious
School

Temple
Office
Closed

12:00 p.m.
Jewish
Community
Luncheon
25

Shabbat Service /
Oneg hosted by
Susan Fox & Naftali
Rottenstreich IMO
Mendel
Rottenstreich
Temple Office
Closed

26

27

2:30 p.m.
A Glimpse into
Genesis class
7 p.m.
Temple Board
Meeting

28

29

30

7 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
Oneg host needed

24
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We Remember
Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on
the noted dates:
November 2
*David Bronne, *Dr. Leonard Busman, *Anna G. Cohen, Tessie Prager Cohn,
*Sarah Ginsburg, Anne Daniels Goldberg, Julia Goldman, Gloria Levine,
*Bessie Laura Orens, *Philip P. Proller, *Andrea Silver, *Bess Weissman, *I.
Edward Zumoff
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Torah Portions
November 3
Chayyei Sarah
Gen. 23:1-25:18
Pr. I Kings 1:1-31
November 10
Toledot
Gen. 25:19-28:9

November 9
Alfred Brown, Esther Cohen, Cele Finkel, Charles Garlen, Bernard Grablow,
*Marcos Hellenberg, *Lillian Leinoff, *Herman Metzner, *Elliot Pearl, Esther
Rome, *Elsa Gelman Rosoff, Rose Leah Rosoff, Menachem Rottenstreich,
Charles Searleman, Harold Shapiro, Jeanette Shapiro, Michelle Shapiro,
*Rose Stichman, *Glenard Turner, Jared Winchell, *M. Michael Yaffee

Pr. Mal. 1:1-2:7
November 17
Va-Yetzay
Gen. 28:10-32:3
Pr. Hosea 12:13-14:10

November 16
*Abraham Bronne, *Herman Feigenbaum, William D. Fine, Mary Hellman,
*Alexander Lazarus, *Joshua Lowe, Diane Martin, Pearl Muzner, *Esther
Nachman, *Samuel Nathan, *Isabella Schwager, *Ruth Turner

November 24
Va-Yishlach
Gen. 32:4-26:43
Pr. Obadiah 1:1-21

November 23
*Louise Bronne Baer, William Brady, *Carol Bronne, *Flora Bronne, Nancy
Burritt, Rose Drew, *Dorothy Fagelman, Joseph Gladstone, *Robert Carey
Gordon, Marie Handen, Dr. Harrison Karp, *Leslie Klein, *Howard Krantz,
*Ruth Bronne Nathan, *William Parker, Gladys Schultz, Morris Schwartz,
*Shirley Segan, Charles Wodicka
November 30
*Louis Bassock, David Bittman, Melvin Bittman, Alice Doran, *Orel
Friedman, *Vilma G. Gelman, Joseph Kmiecik, *Sol Kroch, William Shapiro,
*Edward Sommer, *Bertie F. Task, Anna Waterman
(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary)

Amazon Smile
Support Temple Beth El every time you shop online at Amazon! Go to smile.amazon.com to set up your
Smile account and choose Temple Beth El as a recipient. There are a few other Temple Beth El's out there,
so be sure you choose the right one. When you shop, you will need to go to www.smile.amazon.com each
time so that your charity of choice gets credited. It's an easy way to support Temple, and we thank you!
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Contributions
GENERAL FUND

In Memory of Hilda Siegel:
Gilda & Mike Siegel
In Loving Memory of Our Dear Friend, Jane Reisman:
Barbara & Myron Rapaport
In Memory of Jane Reisman:
Karen Marks & Steve Adler
Georgette & Robert Folley
Lois & Jack Hellman
Kathleen & Richard Meath
Jill Paltrowitz & Phil Ulrich
Barbara & Robert Rosoff
Gilda & Mike Siegel
Gail & Joel Solomon
In Memory of Norman Kudan:
Karen Marks & Steve Adler
Linda & Thomas Murphy

Condolences
Congregation Shaaray Tefila member and friend of
Temple Beth El, Norman Kudan, 96, passed away
Saturday, Sept. 29, 2018 at his home.
Besides his parents and his wife, Sylvia, Norm was
predeceased by his brothers, Max and his wife,
Evelyn Kudan and Charles and his wife, Georgia
Kudan; his sister, Sylvia Kudan; mother-in-law,
Hattie Cohen; father-in-law, Walter Cohen; and
sister-in-law, Gloria and her husband, Melvin
Bittman.
Survivors include his daughter, Ronni Shelley
(Milton Weitzer) of Boca Raton, Florida; son, Peter
(Nancy) Kudan of Queensbury; granddaughter, Ali
Shelley of Newark, New Jersey; grandsons, Brian
Shelley of Jackson Hole, Wyoming, Jerry Kudan of
Los Angeles, California and Alan Kudan of New York
City; brother, Harold (Phyllis) Kudan of Northbrook,
Illinois; as well as several nieces and nephews and
extended family.

Barbara & Robert Rosoff
In Honor of Elaine Sobel’s Name Being Added to the
Mitzvah Plaque:
Meta Murray
CEMETERY FUND

In Memory of Norman Kudan:

Long time Temple Beth El member, Jane W.
Reisman, passed away peacefully, in the company
of her family, at Glens Falls Hospital on Sunday,
September 30, 2018.

Ruth Lichtman & Stuart Ginsburg
PROJECT 21ST CENTURY FUND

Joan & Alan Rhodes
TEMPLE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

In Honor of TRS Teachers and the Members of the
Class of 1968
Joyce Yaffee

She leaves her husband, Richard; her children,
Alyssa (Reisman) Nason and Michael Reisman; her
grandchildren, Knox and Daisy Nason; her brother,
Robert Weiskopf (Sande); and brother-in-law,
Kenneth (Beth) Reisman; as well as numerous
nephews and cousins.
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Would you like to Kvell *?
Please tell us about your children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces or even those of your friends. If they
are alumni of our religious school we can share your pride. If not, we can share your happiness.
Among the things you might wish to tell us are - where they went to school and any degrees or
accomplishments, military service, travels, current place of residence, names of spouses or partners and
names and ages of their children. Tell us about their careers and their lives.
Just type them up and send them to Katie for inclusion in a future edition of the Shofar.
*kvell: to beam with intense pride and pleasure, most commonly over the achievement of a child or grandchild.

Frann & Tim Flatley Kvell
On Thursday, September 27th, Katie Flatley, daughter of Frann and Tim Flatley, married Evan Sebo in a hot
air balloon. Mazel Tov to the happy couple!
Mason Flatley, son of Frann & Tim Flatley, will be graduating from Lake George High School in spring
2019 and has committed to SUNY Oneonta, where he will be joining the Red Dragons Basketball team.
Mazel Tov Mason!
Bari Flatley, daughter of Frann & Tim Flatley, owner of Studio Bari, was recently credited with a photo in
Good Housekeeping. Mazel Tov Bari!

Temple Religious School 50th Reunion
Families who participate in the Temple Beth El religious school do so for as many reasons as there are
families! It's a history class, a Hebrew lesson, a philosophy seminar, and an exposure to religious music,
teachings, values, and ethics. Families often work hard to balance competing priorities and assure religious
school participation.
Memories of all this came back on a recent Friday afternoon at the 50th reunion of the Temple Beth El Class
of 1968. Hosted by Raphael Colb, whose diligence (and culinary skills!) made this event a great success,
over a dozen classmates gathered from as far away as Israel to enjoy each other's company and recall our
shared childhood experiences.
We recalled how inspiring Alan Rhodes, Leonard Handen, and others were as our teachers and NFTY
advisors, and we agreed that the friendships the religious school helped build remain important for many of
us - even though we may not see each other as often as we might wish.
I hope today's families will add to their list of compelling reasons for participating in the religious school the
fact that fifty years after graduating, their children will meet and enjoy a bond that none of us anticipated
would be so meaningful.
In this 50th reunion year (this wasn't our first reunion, but it merits special recognition), I am enclosing a gift
designated for the religious school and honoring our teachers and the members of the Class of 1968.
Thank you, Temple Beth El!

Joyce Yaffee
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A True Story of
Might, Miracles & Triumph
of the Human Spirit
Women’s Philanthropy 6th Annual
North Country Community-Wide Event
Thursday, November 8, 2018
6:45 p.m.—8:45 p.m.
National Museum of Dance
99 South Broadway, Saratoga Springs
Wine, Hors d’oeuvres & Dessert
$25 per person—prepaid / $18 per child (12-21) /
$30 at the door
Catering in accordance with kashrut policy of JFNENY
Roslyn Franken’s dynamic multimedia presentation
reveals the unforgettable story of her mother who
survived the concentration camps of Nazi Europe,
while her father survived the Nagasaki atomic bomb
as a prisoner of war in Japan.
Register online at www.jewishfedny.org
or call (518) 783-7800.
Donations appreciated, but not required to attend.
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To the Immigrant Children
To the immigrant children being taken from
everyone you love and locked away because of your
ethnicity, this poem is to tell you that we Jews
understand, we have gone through this, we remember
our own lost children, and we will not forget you
where you are.
I come from the persecuted, with tears of loss
Carving ravines through the crags of hunger in their
faces.
Holding a hand that is frail, and knowing they will
not be there
To hold it again as its owner takes the Final Breath.
The hiding.
So much running and hiding,
pretending to be someone else,
hoping to not be awoken in the dead of night
by a knock heralding guns and new laws.
I miss those I never had the chance to meet.
I cannot pay my respects as the nameless
have no final resting places.
I do not want to be nameless.
I come from the tortured, not just in body,
but in soul.
Their bodies are no longer theirs.
They are numbers.
They are hidden away so no one sees,
no one knows the reality from which they have come.
"Help us!" they cried then.
We waited too long.
Too many lost,
too many never known.
"Help us!" we cry now.
We cannot wait.
There are faces that should be remembered,
stories that must be told,
actions that can be taken
If only we do.
I will.
Submitted Anonymously
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Happy Birthday!

Oneg Appreciation

Matthew Wasserman (11/1)

Barbara & Arthur Blitman
in memory of Sharon L. Blitman Coleman
on her birthday

Phoebe North
(11/1 – 7 years old!)
Molly Sheerer (11/3)
Elizabeth Levy (11/3)
Ross Marks (11/4)
Liza Giblin (11/5)
Daniel Wolfield (11/5)
Martha Searleman (11/5)
Matthew Nemer (11/5)
Stuart Kaufman (11/7)
Karen Hochhauser (11/9)

Naomi & Jonathan Marks
(11/15 – 15 years)

Richard Yulman in memory of
Janet Yulman

Stephanie & Robert
Kaufman (11/18 – 45 years)

Martha & Sanford Searleman, Jo Ann &
Paul Daigle, Barbara & Robert Rosoff
IHO Elaine Sobel’s name being added
to the Mitzvah Plaque

Book Club

Allison Levin (11/11)
Elizabeth Gancher (11/16)
Valis Schanzer-Yu
(11/18 – 8 years old!)
Allyson Reynolds (11/19)
Bruce Katz (11/19)
Judith Rudnick (11/19)
Carol Kafin (11/19)
Michele French (11/20)
Jo Ann Daigle (11/20)
Mace Comora (11/21)
Michael Seidel (11/21)
Shana Graham (11/22)
Matthew Levin (11/23)
Ethan Hill (11/25)
Stuart Ginsburg (11/26)
Matthew Futia (11/26)
Rachel Murray (11/26)
Robert Miller (11/29)

Amy & Bill Brender
(11/4 – 18 years)

Katy & Jeremy Fowler
in celebration of
their 2nd wedding anniversary

Jazlyn Hellman (11/10)
Suzanne Comora (11/14)

Happy
Anniversary!!

The Book Club will meet on Thursday, November 13th, at Cooper’s Cave
Restaurant at 11:30 a.m. The book we will be discussing is A Call From
Spooner Street by Carol Ascher. If you are planning to attend, please contact
me so I can make appropriate reservations.
Happy reading,

Karen Marks Adler

Mi Shebeirach
These comforting words can be said on behalf of those who are ill. Whether friends
or loved ones are struggling with physical, emotional or spiritual challenges, this
prayer speaks to our desire for their healing.
May the one who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless and heal those who are ill [names]. May the
Blessed Holy One be filled with compassion for their health to be restored and their
strength to be revived. May God swiftly send them a complete renewal of body and
spirit, and let us say, Amen.

Please include in your healing prayers: Vanessa Bishop, Sam Chanis,
Jo Ann Daigle, Victor Friedman, Catherine Gerricke, David Hafele,
Valerie Hope, Josh Israel, Michael Israel, Edith Katz, Gloria Klein,
Krista Klock, Isobel Krulik, Arthur Leinoff, Jonah Levin, Elizabeth
Levy, Mark Lipschitz, Baylee Meyers, Linda Miller, Phyliss Miller,
Sylvia Miltch, Terry Monroe, Rachel Mulligan, Jessica Panebianco,
Edie Rudnick, Bob Savarin, Kristen Temple, Joseph Verrigni, Mary
Verrigni, Barbara Dev Zimmerman
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Committees
Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel

President: Barbara Rosoff
Vice President: Sara Friedman
Treasurer: Karen Marks
Immediate Past President: Stephen Adler
Religious School Director: Rebecca Charhon
Trustees: William Brender, Susan Fox,
Aaron Furman, Jeffrey Hill, Amanda Kukle,
Dave Lieberman, Sanford Searleman,
Scott Schwartz, and Judith Metzner Shepherd

Fundraising Co-Chairs, Susan Fox &
Sara Friedman
History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd
House Chair, Jeffrey Hill
Personnel Chair, David Lieberman
Project 21st Century Chair, Larry Silver
Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman
Temple’s rabbi and president will be
ex-officio members of all committees.

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc.
38 Geer Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
518-792-2010
Scrap Metal Processors

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,
STEWART & RHODES, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Washington Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone (518) 792-2117

Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York
12801-2813

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rabbi Norman T. Mendel
Phone: 518-792-4364
Fax: 518-792-4336
office@glensfallstemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated,
traditional, intermarried & nontraditional families and individuals.

The Shofar
Editors:

Phyllis Brown
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Lois Hellman, Emerita
Editorial Assistant:

Katie Weaver

Writing for the Shofar? Think Ahead!
Writing something for the Shofar? REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES. Articles and announcements for the
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired
publication date. The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the
Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible. The Shofar is published before the first day of
each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements.
Remember: If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as
early as the issue preceding the event. And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket
or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance. Even for
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers
to “save the date”!
The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions. E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com)
is preferred. Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment. If you lack internet access, you may
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens
Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline.

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the November issue
of the Shofar is Thursday, November 15!

