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Memories are created by sharing
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With pride, joy and love we invite you to join us for the

Conversion to Judaism of Christine M. Levy
Friday evening Shabbat Service,
October 4, 2013 at 7:00 p. m.
An Oneg (dessert reception) will be held following the service to celebrate this
joyous occasion.
We hope you will be able be part of this special evening as we make new
memories for our family.
Jeff Levy, Eric & Beth Reed and Elizabeth Levy

Temple Beth El in Cyberspace!
Our new website is live and on the web:
www.GlensFallsTemple.com
This new site is a convenient way to learn about all that is happening at Temple. Check out
current events and download current/past issues of the Shofar. In the coming weeks we will be
expanding the site to include detailed history of the temple, copies of the rabbi’s sermons and
more.
Click though the site, bookmark it in your browser, and share it with friends. If you have
suggestions, please do not hesitate to let us know. Email Katie at her new email address:
office@glensfallstemple.com
Our thanks to Mannix Marketing for their assistance with the site’s design and programming.
Special thanks also to Kathy Naftaly, Barbara Rosoff, Karen Marks, Steve Adler, and Mark
Fleischer for their help in gathering photos and writing/editing copy.

Change of Addresses

Drop them a line sometime if you have questions or just to say hello. They always enjoy
hearing from our members.
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Rabbi’s Message

It is said that Jews today (like the original 31 ice cream flavors of Baskin-Robbins) come in many
varieties. There are synagogue Jews, Federation Jews, Zionist Jews, universalistic Jews, cultural
Jews, delicatessen Jews, cardiac Jews (Jewish in the heart), gastronomic Jews (of the belly), social
Jews, unbelievable Jews, and many, many more.
Then, according to an old wisdom, there are three kinds of Jews. All that divides us are our accents.
Rabbi Edward Feinstein once wrote, The believer recites, “Sh'ma Yisrael, Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai
Echad." The atheist recites, "Sh'ma Yisrael, I deny Eloheinu, I deny Echad." The agnostic recites,
"Sh'ma Yisrael, I don't know Eloheinu, I don't know Echad."
We live in a world of labels. Labels seem to define who and what we are. We have Reform,
Conservative, Reconstructionist, Orthodox, but really we only have two forms of Judaism—two
kinds of Jews: serious Jews, and non-serious Jews. Any Jew can be a serious Jew, regardless of
denomination or affiliation. Serious Jews belong. They participate. They contribute. They learn.
They are active. They are committed…They become involved and make their community an
extension of their family. Most of all, they take the continuity and survival of the Jewish people as a
matter of real personal concern. A Jew, in Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz's now-famous definition, is anyone
worried about whether his or her grandchildren will be Jewish. Religion, taught Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel, is the answer to a question. But if you don't ask the question, the answer is
irrelevant to you. Over Passover, the Hagaddah describes four children, four kinds of Jews: the wise,
the wicked, the simple and the one who cannot ask. But they are all at the table, they are all present.
Even the wicked who excludes himself, is at the table, and asking a question. Even the one who
cannot ask, is at the table. The non-serious Jew doesn't come to the table, they doesn't ask, they are
uninvolved, they are not even present to engage in the conversation—they are absent.
As we reflect and think about what this New Year will bring, I ask us to seriously ponder what kind
of Jew we want to be. What can we offer or contribute to our community? How involved will I be?
What do I want most from my community and how can I best serve the needs of Temple Beth El?
What impact can I make that will help my community move forward into the future? How can I
become the serious Jew that I know I can be?
*For the full text of Rabbi Durbin’s Yom Kippur sermon, including a thought provoking discussion
of how active membership in a Reform Jewish Congregation helps to shape and encourage the
development of serious Jews, please contact the Temple Office at office@glensfallstemple.com for a
copy.

Rabbi Matthew Durbin
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Torah Portions

10 Minutes of Torah

October 5

Sign up to receive a one-page e-mail each day on a topic of Jewish interest. It
only takes 10 minutes a day to get started on a lifelong journey. Spend 10
minutes a day — and before you know it you’ll have completed 100 hours of
Torah study! All you need to do is find ten minutes a day to “do Torah.”
Reform Jews committed to having Judaism in their daily lives are encouraged
to participate in 10 minutes a day of personal connection to a Jewish text,
issue or topic. For example: Monday—Reform Voices of Torah; Tuesday—
The Rhythm of Jewish Time; Wednesday—Israel Connection; Thursday—
Delving into Tfilah; Friday—Reform Judaism Q&A. Select all five days or
any combination. Each weekday morning, an e-mail will be delivered to your
inbox for you to study at your convenience. Sign up for 10 Minutes of Torah
by visiting: www.urj.org/learning/torah/ten. Take your study of 10 Minutes
of Torah to the next level by signing up for Eilu V’eilu.

No-Ach
Gen. 6:9-11:32
Num. 28:9-15
Pr. Is. 66:1-24
October 12
Lech Lecha
Gen. 12:1-17:27
Pr. Is. 40:27-41:16
October 19
Va-Yera
Gen. 18:1-22:24
Pr. II Kings 4:1-37
October 26
Chayyei Sarah
Gen. 18:1-22:24
Pr. I Kings 1:1-31

Book Club
Here are the books that we
will be reading and
discussing:
October 8: San Miquel by T.C.
Boyle
November 12: Zeitoun by Dave
Eggers

Happy reading,

Karen Marks

"Who among us is so busy that he cannot spend 10 minutes
a day in the study of a Jewish text? Just 10 minutes? Such
a commitment would enable us to meet our Jewish
obligation to make Jewish study a fixed occurrence. If we
make time to answer our cell phones a dozen times a day
and to check our email five times an hour, surely we can find 10 minutes to
contemplate sacred words that nourish the soul." -- Rabbi Eric Yoffie,
November 8, 2003, 13 Cheshvan 5764

Chai Society Dues
We had a very enjoyable kick-off breakfast with
Dr. Norman Enhorning explaining his rationale for
America’s Five Worst U.S. Presidents. We then
had a good discussion after his presentation. As this was our
first presentation, it is also time to contribute your dues to the
Chai Society.
The amount is still $18 per person with your check made
payable to Beth El Brotherhood. I know, we are no longer
called the Brotherhood, however I do not want to change our
checking account. Please mail your check to me not the
Temple. My address is: Sanford Searleman, 12 Pollazzo
Court, Queensbury, NY 12804.
Many thanks,

Sandy Searleman
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President’s Yom Kippur Speech 2013

Good evening everyone, and welcome. As we draw near to the close of our High Holiday observances, I hope
that your time in our sanctuary will prove to be meaningful. We are sitting in a sanctuary that was built
almost 90 years ago through the visionary efforts of a wonderful, generous group of people. Many of their
names, and those of their descendants, are displayed on our walls, and we recite them throughout the year as
we say Kaddish on Shabbat, and as we will again tomorrow during the Yizkor service.
Our original building, I am told, included this sanctuary, offices behind our bema, the original entryway on
Marion Avenue, a bathroom, and a small room with a stage that extended partway beyond the dividers
behind you. There was one entrance into Temple Beth El. The hallway to the right did not exist, nor did the
Rabbi’s office, the present bathrooms, the cloak room, the bubble room, the kitchen or the school upstairs.
Of course, the small room behind the partitions became our social hall, with a large stage. These were all
added during the 1960’s by a new generation of visionary and generous members.
During my first term as President in the early 1990’s, as I first learned about the management of Temple
activities, I dreamed of a new generation of volunteers. Many of the members who had taken various
positions of responsibility in the management of Temple life were disappearing, and I hoped that many of us
who were still working would retire one day and become a cadre of volunteers. With a few notable
exceptions, including those who have stepped into leadership roles on the Board of Trustees, this has not
occurred. We need to work together to change this reality. The few people who take on many tasks are tired
and would greatly welcome your help. Many of you participate in the wide variety of activities that are
offered throughout the year at Temple. You probably don’t realize it, but few hands make for heavy lifting.
It is often said that a small clique of people run Temple Beth El. The reality is that this small group of people
would welcome your participation with open arms, and would be thrilled to work along side you, and to show
you how easy it is to make things happen at Temple Beth El.
At the same time, I am greatly encouraged by a few recent developments. A substantial group of parents of
children in our school became involved in the creation of a new Passover service with Rabbi Durbin. The
parents created a wonderful family Passover service, which they and their children presented. Encouraged by
their success, they have formed a committee that works with the religious school principal, the school board
and Rabbi to bring fresh ideas into the educational process. This is a wonderful beginning that I trust will be
supported by all. In conjunction with the efforts of our younger members, Temple is determined to develop a
strong outreach program throughout the Greater Glens Falls area.
Please note that our new website, www.glensfallstemple.com will be officially launched this coming week. A
big “shout-out” to Mark Fleischer for spearheading this for us.
A second encouraging development is the beginning stages of the creation of A Caring Community at Temple
Beth El. Barbara Rosoff will be talking about that tomorrow during the Yom Kippur service. I would simply
say that the Board of Temple Beth El and several volunteers are committed to bringing this program to life,
and it is my hope that Barbara’s presentation will encourage participation by many of you.
Through your ongoing generosity, we have been repairing, replacing and updating many of the areas of
Temple, and we will continue to do so. Original wiring for the sanctuary that was deemed a fire hazard,
including wiring for the ark containing our Torahs, has been replaced. We have completely renovated the
office area behind the bema. It now properly houses all of our sound equipment and music, and will soon
become the home for all of our historical records. As soon as our Holy Days conclude, the contractor for
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President’s Yom Kippur Speech 2013 (Cont.)
National Grid will replace many of the light fixtures and lights throughout Temple, from the original fixtures
in the basement that date from 1924, to most of the lights on our main floor, to all of the fixtures and lights in
our school that date to the 1960’s. We expect this work to begin as early as next week. All of this is the result
of your wonderful response to last year’s Annual Appeal. Further, because we were able to pay at once, we
have saved $5,000 on a project that National Grid originally projected would cost $12,000. We will also
realize substantial savings on our electric bill each month. Other projects that contribute to the safety of
Temple will also be concluded this fall.
This leads me to this year’s annual appeal. Temple continues to need your donations, at this time and
throughout the year. Your dues contribute to a little more than half of our expenses, and this is typical of
most Synagogues. Specifically, they offset the cost of our staff, including our Rabbi, administrative assistant,
maintenance staff, and school staff. The remainder of our financial obligations must be met through your
donations. Operating expenses increase each year, and we expect that this will be the case every year. In
order to offset our projected deficit for this year, to keep our wonderful Rabbi, to provide the programs that
you enjoy all year, such as our Chanukah and Passover dinners, our Latke Fest, our Onegs for Shabbat, and
our monthly family dinners, to name a few, we must have your help. Within the next few weeks, you will
receive a mailing asking you to make a pledge to our 2013-2014 Annual Campaign. I hope that you will give
as generously this year as you have in the past, and help to keep Jewish life alive and thriving at Temple Beth
El for our next 90 years.
Shana Tova

Steve Adler

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc.
38 Geer Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
518-792-2010
Scrap Metal Processors
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October 2013
SUN

MON

TUE
1

WED
2

THURS
3

4 p.m. Hebrew
School at
Synagogue

6

7

8

9

9 a.m.
Religious
School at
Temple
(Cemetery
Ceremony)

10 a.m.
Crafter’s Club

10 a.m. Book
Club (San
Miguel)

4 p.m. Hebrew
School at
Synagogue

13

14

No Religious
School

Temple Office
Closed—
Columbus Day

20

21

10

15

16

17

4 p.m. Hebrew
School at
Synagogue

22

23

6 p.m.
Fundraising
Committee
Meeting

4 p.m. Hebrew
School at
Synagogue

24

7 p.m. Temple
Board Meeting

9 a.m.
Religious
School at
Temple

SAT

4

5

7 p.m. Shabbat
Service / Oneg
hosted in honor of
Chris Levy’s
conversion

10:30 a.m. Torah
Study

11

12

6 p.m. Family
Service / Potluck
Dinner / Oneg

10:30 a.m. Torah
Service

18

19

7 p.m. Shabbat
Service / Oneg
hosted by Hall
Family in
celebration of Julia
becoming a Bat
Mitzvah

10 a.m. Julia Hall
becomes a Bat
Mitzvah

25

26

7 p.m. Torah
Service / Oneg
Host to be
Announced

10:30 a.m. Torah
Study

12 p.m.
Ritual/Pulpit
Committee
Meeting

9 a.m.
Religious
School at
Temple

27

FRI

28

29

30

6 p.m. Grappling
with the Gemara
Class

4 p.m. Hebrew
School at
Synagogue
6 p.m. Rabbi’s
Believe It or Not!
Class

31
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Temple Beth El History
“Decade”
[This is an excerpt from a “Beth-El history paper” written by Ella Cline, covering the period from
December, 1935, through May, 1937. She called it, “The Second Decade.”]
And our Passover feast was [as splendid as Purim]. A good meal served by a caterer was enlarged to
banquet proportions by donations of festival food and drink by Sisterhood members. Shining silver and
burning candles, amid flowers, and nearly a hundred folk of all ages served deftly in our Home Room,
made a scene that will linger long in the album of our precious memories of Seder feasts. Rabbi
Klausner led the gay singing of age-old ballads between the courses, explaining the meaning and origin of each. And, of course,
there were prizes for the little ones present as rewards for finding the hidden matzohs – not very much hidden.
Rabbi Klausner during the year made many friendly contacts with Jews and non-Jews, spoke at many gatherings here and in
nearby towns, creating good will wherever he went, for he was kindly, modest, and intelligent. Exactly as did most of our former
rabbis. But Rabbi Klausner seemed to please more of our orthodox brethren than did any of our former rabbis, fine men as
they were, and eager to please.
Now, let us stop a moment and take a brief accounting of the Jews here and the community burdens they bear. We are about
one hundred and fifty families, a few more or less. Some move away, others move in; the total does not vary much. Their
cultural background varies greatly – for among us are the recent immigrant to the fourth-generation American – and most
national sources are represented. The Temple is the center for the Reform and some Conservative folk; the Hebrew
Community* is the center for the strictly Orthodox group and the majority of Conservatives. Once the differences were very
distinct. Each year, both groups grow more alike.
Most of the members of our Sisterhood are also members of the Hebrew Women's Assembly and active in each group. Our
president, Mrs. Slater, was secretary of the Assembly when she was elected to lead our group and continued in that office for
several months after she was installed as president of the Sisterhood. Our second vice-president, Mrs. Hecht, was at the same
time chairman of the Assembly ways and means committee and fulfilled both duties, as well as the duties of our religious school,
admirably. And there are numerous other instances of a growing unity that is most encouraging.
We also have the Jewish Brotherhood – with no salaries to pay, no interest on mortgages to meet, with practically no budget of
any kind to worry about, with better times lessening the need of the worthy work of charity which was their chief reason for
organizing. This favored group may help much in achieving that longed-for miracle of unity, making us realize how petty and
trivial and utterly needless are the differences that keep us apart. As slowly and surely the distance between the groups of our
people here is lessening, to the Jewish Brotherhood must go part of the credit.
Possibly this small group, these, comparatively, few families, may yet set an example of tolerance and brotherly love for many
larger groups to follow.
We had a most encouraging sign of this during the spring, when Rabbi H.E. Golden, leader of the Hebrew Community Center,
asked for a leave of absence. Rabbi Klausner was appointed to teach Hebrew in his place and to take charge of the Bar
Mitzvah class. On April 22, Rabbi Klausner took an active part in a farewell dinner in the Hebrew Community Center in honor
of Rabbi Golden; on Friday, April 23, Rabbi Golden spoke from our pulpit on Cultural Zionism.
* The Hebrew Community Center, at 68 Bay Street, became the home of Congregation Shaaray Tefila. The building was
originally constructed as a Jewish Community Center for athletic, educational, and social purposes. For many years after
Shaaray Tefila moved into the building, it continued to bear the name Hebrew (or Jewish) Community Center. Ed.
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Contributions
GENERAL FUND

GENERAL FUND

In Honor of Temple Beth El:

In Honor of Nancy & Michael Cohen who were married in
Temple Beth El forty years ago on September 2, 1973:

URJ Camp Eisner

Charles & Kirsten Berkowitz

In Memory of Dr. Joan Forrest:

General Donations:

Dr. Orel Friedman

David & Clair Gordon

In Memory of Betty Ovitz:

In Memory of Michael Ginsburg:

Joyce Didakow

Catherine A. Donohue

L’Chaim & Mazel Tov to our centurion, Dr. Orel
Friedman:
Michael & Gilda Siegel
Sanford & Martha Searleman
Carole Wells
Deirdre & Jeff Hill
Ralph Leinoff
Myron & Barbara Rapaport
Steve Adler & Karen Marks
Fred & Nancy Fagelman
Joyce Yaffee
Florence Handen
In Memory of Norman Didakow:
Joyce Didakow
In Memory of Jack Didakow:
Joyce Didakow

David Fuente
Elliott Brown
In Memory of Celia Ruth Solomon:
Steve Adler & Karen Marks
Jonathan & Dale Nemer
Jill Paltrowitz
Sunny Buchman
Judy Blitz
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Memory of Sharon Coleman:
Arthur & Barbara Blitman
In Honor of Rabbi Durbin’s Birthday:
Jack & Lois Hellman
In Appreciation of Rabbi Durbin
Barbara Kramer

In Memory of Belle Searleman:
Sanford & Martha Searleman

ENDOWMENT FUND

In honor of Dr. Orel Friedman’s Birthday:
In Memory of Robert Patrick:
Bennett Patrick
In Memory of Leo Ritter:
Steve Adler & Karen Marks
Chris, Jeff, and Elizabeth Levy

Norman & Sylvia Kudan

The October 2013 Shofar
We Remember
Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals
will be recited in Temple on the noted dates:
October 4
Fannie Abels, Ronald Goldstone, Abraham
Gordon, *Herman Lazarus, Pearle L. Levy,
*Frances M. Lustig, Samuel Proller, *Isidor
Rothschild, Hilda Siegel, *Bernard Yaffee,
*Jeannette Yaffee
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Temple-Synagogue
Jewish Community
Dairy Pot Luck Luncheon
Bring a friend, Share a Dish, and
Watch the kids having Fun*
Open to Both Congregation Shaaray Tefila and
Temple Beth El and all of their friends.
Sunday October 20th
12:00-1PM
At Temple Beth El

October 11
*Dena Avrin, Madeline Bassin, Albert Handen,
Elliott Harris, Barbara Sinclair Jackson, Izidor
Jutkovitz, *Deborah Klein, *Morris Karl Lustig,
Philip Schlesinger, *Elizabeth D. Yaffee, Irving
Yanklowitz
October 18
*Irving Armour, Clara Arson, *Marguerite Brown,
Tom Coleman, David Ferdinand, *Sura Beyla
Friedman, *Allan Richard Gordon, *Edward
Israel, David J. Katz, Mildred Levine, Sadie
Linker, *Fannie Lunchick, Dr. Morris Maslon,
Louis Steinberg, *Allen Suckman, Albert Louis
Upton, *Rose Wiener

Cost is FREE
Please contact Scott and Michele Schwartz to help
coordinate what food is being brought.
792-3408
*Adults are also encouraged and expected to enjoy
themselves as well

Caring Community
The Temple Beth El Caring community is taking
shape.
One of the three areas of need presented at Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur has a coordinator. Ellen
Katz has offered to organize volunteers who would
help in times of funerals and Shiva. She would like
you to call her at 793-3216 or email her at
lnkatz@gmail.com to offer your help. Thank you,
Ellen.

October 25
Selma Berger, Bertha Eames, Anne Daniels
Goldberg, Julia Goldman, David Grablow, *Wolf
Greenman, Edith Kramer, Fritz Liebman, *Dr.
We still need volunteers in two other areas: home
Leslie Ofner, Isadore Proller, Hope Simon, Geneva visits and transportation to and from
Sonn, *Philip Tucker
Temple. Email Barbara Rosoff at
(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary)

barbnbob24@yahoo.com or call at 792-1023 to
volunteer to co-ordinate one of these areas, to offer
your help, or to ask questions.
This is only one aspect of this program. Our
volunteers can offer their help only if we know who
needs it. Please don't be shy in requesting it.
Let's match the needs of our community with
its skills, talents, and spirit of volunteerism . Let's
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Temple-Synagogue Religious School Update
Off and Soaring!!
Dear TSRS Families,
It takes a village to keep a school running. This year would not have gotten off the ground
with such success if it had not been for several people who gave so much time and energy. A
special thanks to Katie Weaver, Dan Rice, and Lois Hellman for creating, designing, assembling
and making the Passports for each child. Dan Rice also was a huge help on the first day by
stepping in to get lunch made for a bunch of hungry students and families.
A large thank you to Phyllis Brown for leading the school in making individual pinwheels for the
international program: Pinwheels for Peace. Phyllis donated her time, materials and knowledge
to TSRS. Thank you, Phyllis!
At our consecration ceremony on September 15 we welcomed Mattea Rice, Max DeMarco and
Cassandra DeMarco. Rabbi Matthew Durbin presented these students with their own small
Torahs with the caveat that each will create an Ark to house such an important symbol of
Judaism. Jordan Gregory returned to TSRS this year and will be in Rabbi Durbin’s class working
towards becoming a Bar Mitzvah.
October will be marked by the TSRS community creating Kiddish cups with David Coleman on
October 20th and 27th. Each student and parent has an opportunity to create their own Kiddish
cup. The students will be learning what makes the Kiddish cup special: Is it the wine? Is it the
blessing? Come and see what the students are learning!
There are no TSRS classes on Sunday, October 13.
On October 20 there is going to be a Community Luncheon. The TSRS students have chosen to
present the Tzedakah that has been collected to a local organization. The organization that the
students have chosen is the CARE Center. The Warren Washington Child Advocacy Resource
and Education Center is a place where children who have been hurt can go to tell trusted adults
what has happened to them. The children can also get help from the police and social workers.
Please join us on October 20 for the Community Luncheon!
If you need to contact me, please call me at (518)453-5690 or (518)932-9714. I do not have
texting. I am also available on email at jfsteuer@hotmail.com.
Now that we have the school year off the ground let us help our students continue to soar!
Thank you,

Jennifer Steuer
TSRS Director
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Condolences
Leo M. Ritter, husband of Joan Ritter; father of Temple members Deirdre (Jeffrey) Hill, Danah (Jeremy) Moore,
Todd (Janette) Ritter, and Denise Ritter; and grandfather of Avery and Ethan Hill, Jacob, Justin, and Amanda
Moore, and Joshua and Jonah Ritter, passed away on Thursday, September 5, 2013 at the age of 82.
The funeral was held at Beacon Hebrew Alliance on Sunday, September 8, directly followed by interment at the
Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery.
Celia Ruth Solomon, mother of Marc (Rita) Solomon, Samuel (Vicki) Solomon, Temple member Joel (Gail)
Solomon, and Jerry (Beverly) Solomon, passed away on Monday, September 16, 2013 at the age of 96.
A burial service was held at the Cedar Park Cemetery in Hudson, New York.
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Fall 2013 Classes
Judaic Differences

Come explore the major differences and similarities among the different streams of Judaism
– the Reform, Conservative and Orthodox Movements.
Wednesday, October 16th at 6 p.m.

21-40ish Wine and Cheese Havdallah at Rabbis Durbin

Let’s celebrate the joy of Shabbat and come together to bless the new week
with Havdallah, followed by drinks and desserts, at Downtown City Tavern in Glens Falls. This
is a chance to mingle, socialize, and form strong connections and relations with friends and
members of the community.
Saturday, October 26th at 8 p.m.

Grappling with the Gemara

This two-session class will involve a general discussion of the formation and creation of the
Talmud and what the rabbis’ ultimate goal was in producing such a vast amount of
material. It will explore the origins, development, and construction of the Gemara under the
backdrop of historical events which led to its creation and development. NO TALMUDIC
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY—JUST
A DESIRE TO LEARN!
Tuesdays, October 29th and November 5th, at 6 p.m.

Rabbi’s Believe it or Not!

This two-session class will explore the early notions of the Blood Libel as it manifest itself in
England and throughout continental Europe and the Middle East, and how it’s way in the
United States. This course will examine the myths, stereotypes, and stories which led to the
Blood Libel, how the Jewish communities responded, and why there is such negativity
towards the term itself. th
Wednesdays, October 30 and November 6th, at 6 p.m.

Israeli Film Night

Back, by popular demand, is our Israeli Film Night. To start off our New Year, Temple will be
showing The Lemon Tree (2008), the story of a Palestinian widow who must defend her
lemon tree field when a new Israeli Defense Minister moves next to her and threatens to
have her lemon grove torn down.
Sunday, November 3rd at 5 p.m.

Everything You wanted to ask your Bubbe, but were afraid to ask!

Are there rituals or practices within Judaism that you are struggling with? Do you have
questions you want answered or discussed? This class is an informal discussion, where major
Jewish practices will be explored and answers sought. Please bring any questions or areas
that you wish to explore, so that we can have a deeper understanding and appreciation of
Jewish life. Please being your enthusiasm, energy, and queries to the class.
(Taught by Rabbi RosendDurbin)
Monday, December 2 , and if there is interest, December 9th, at 6 p.m.
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Fall 2013 Classes
Jumping into Judaism

This three-session class provides an overview of over 6,000 years of Jewish history. Come for
a refresher or to expand your knowledge of Judaism, beginning with the story of creation and
leading up to the creationthof the
modern State of Israel.
Wednesdays, December 4 , 11th, and 18th, at 6 p.m.

Reading Rabbinic Literature—Swimming through the Sources

Have you ever wondered what rabbinic literature is? How is it organized and
compiled? What are the major sources? This class will explore a variety of rabbinic
literature, how it is used, and the major themes and issues with which the rabbis were
writing. It is an exploration of Jewish sources, how they can provide meaning, relevancy, and
value for us today. th
Sundays, December 8 and 15th, at 5 p.m.

Beginner and Intermediate Hebrew

If you are interested in improving your Hebrew, don’t know where to start, or if you want a
refresher in Hebrew, please contact Rabbi Durbin. He might be able to assist you along your
journey. Classes will be offered for those starting from scratch and for those who have some
proficiency in Hebrew but wish to learn more. The only requirement is a sincere desire to
learn!
By request

All classes require pre-registration.
If less than five people are enrolled, that class will be cancelled.
For more information or to register, please contact Katie at the Temple office at
office@glensfallstemple.com or (518) 792-4364.

Appreciation
To Matt, Allison, and Jonah Levin for hosting an Oneg in September in celebration of
Grant’s birthday.
To Rachel, Henry, and Charlie Gartner and Suzanne Seay for hosting an Oneg in
September in celebration of Simchat Torah.
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Crafter’s Club

Happy Birthday!
Christine Levy (10/1), Tyler Weaver (10/2—9 years old!),
Michael Serotta (10/2), Tim Flatley (10/2), Jeffrey Levy (10/3),
Ann Silk (10/3), Cassandra De Marco (10/3—6 years old!), Paul
Binns (10/4), Gladys Schultz (10/5), Lynne Silverberg (10/7),
Renee O’Brien (10/7), Eric Reed (10/8), Barbara Rosoff (10/11),
Nathan Solomon (10/12), Golda Hellman (10/12—
13 years old!), Ahva Heyman (10/13—10 years
old!), Phyllis Brown (10/14), Diane Martin (10/15),
Peter Kafin (10/16), Camille Wodicka (10/18),
Alissa Adler (10/18), Lori Lavender (10/19),
Howard Nadler (10/28), Rebecca Letwin (10/28),
Albert Charhon (10/30)

Happy Anniversary!!
John & Gladys Schultz (10/10—21 years)
Phil & Kathy Naftaly (10/11—26 years)
Dave & Sue Lieberman (10/16—20 years)
Matt & Rose Durbin (10/19—5 years)

The monthly Crafter's Club will
meet on Monday, October 7 at 10
a.m.. As always, we welcome
new attendees. Pack up your
latest artsy-craftsy endeavors and
enjoy a relaxing morning of
camaraderie, conversation, and creativity!
Knitting, beading, scrapbooking, doodling,
crocheting, sewing; any creative project is
welcome at Crafter's Club!

Mahjong Anyone?
Have you ever wanted to learn to play
mahjong? Or perhaps you know how to play
and would like to help a new generation of
players learn the game? If you are interested
in participating in a Temple Beth El mahjong
group (perhaps to meet monthly), please
contact Katie in the Temple office and let her
know what days and times would work best for
you. It could be fun!

Salomon & Elaine Charhon (10/25—43 years)

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home

STEWART & RHODES, P.C.

53 Quaker Road

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Washington Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone (518) 792-2117

Queensbury, New York 12804
P: 518-792-1114
F: 518-792-1287

The October 2013 Shofar
Get Well Soon
Steve Adler, Erica Bartholomew, Kayra Balente, Erica
Bartholomew, Donald Bartlett, Dan Beldy, Jean Berg,
Marcus Berg, Louise Binns, Ronald Binns, Robin Cohen,
Mia Corton, Maureen Estberg, Elaine Faller, Victor
Friedman, Nettie Furman, Alan Gartner, Dawn Gideon,
Jacqueline Gordon, Mark Grunblatt, Seth Gutman, Anita
Johnson, Sheldon Kramer, Howard Krantz, Elliott Lang,
Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Levy, Diane Martin, Leonard
Meyers, Bob Mosher, John Mowka, Richard Muller,
Suzanne Murphy, Lester Nadler, Paul Offricht, Jessica
Panebianco, Edie Rudnick, Bob Savarin, Sonny Segan,
David Setzer, April Solomon, Rebecca
Steuer, Jane Stuebing, Alfred Supe, Judy
Supe, Carole Wells, Jared Winchell
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Pinwheels for Peace
The students at Temple Beth El recently
participated in Pinwheels for Peace, a nonpolitical global art project, in celebration of the
International Day of Peace. Each student created
artwork that was transformed into a pinwheel on
the end of a pencil! The pinwheels were brought
outside and 'planted' individually by the student
artists, as the students shared what peace meant
to them. With the threat of rain, the pinwheels
were brought back inside and placed in baskets to
display in the Bubble Room. It was a pleasure for
me to have the opportunity to bring this project
to the religious school and to work with the
terrific kids!

Phyllis Brown

Officers & Board of Trustees

Committees

President: Stephen Adler

Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman

Vice President: Matt Levin

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin

Membership Chair, David Lieberman

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly

Immediate Past President: Barbara Rosoff

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd

Trustees: Mark Fleischer, Jack Hellman, Jeffrey Hill, Dave Lieberman, Jennifer Nadler, Sanford Searleman,
Scott Schwartz, Judith Metzner Shepherd, Larry Silver

House Chair, Larry Silver
Rabbi Durbin and
President Stephen Adler will be
ex-officio members of all committees.

Temple-Synagogue Religious School Board
President: Ellen Katz
Director: Jennifer Steuer
Temple Board Members: Elissa Eichin, Ellen Katz, David Lieberman, Jennifer Nadler, Suzanne Seay
Synagogue Board Members: Ben Cohen, Mitchell Cohen, Melissa Korot, Dolly Morrissey,
Bonnie Yanklowitz

Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York
12801-2813

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rabbi Matthew J. Durbin
Phone: 518-792-4364
Fax: 518-792-4336
office@glensfallstemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated,
traditional, intermarried & nontraditional families and individuals.

The Shofar
Editors:

Phyllis Brown
Lois Hellman
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Editorial Assistant:

Katie Weaver

Writing for the Shofar? Think Ahead!
Writing something for the Shofar? REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES. Articles and announcements for the
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired
publication date. The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the
Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible. The Shofar is published before the first day of
each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements.
Remember: If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as
early as the issue preceding the event. And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket
or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance. Even for
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers
to “save the date”!
The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions. E-mail submission (office@GlensFallsTemple.com) is
preferred. Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment. If you lack internet access, you may
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens
Falls, NY 12801, to arrive prior to the deadline.

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the November issue of the Shofar
is Tuesday, October 15!

