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Family Sukkot Service / Pizza in the Hut
Friday, October 6 at 6 p.m.
Please join us for a Family Sukkot Service followed by Pizza in the Hut!

RSVP to Katie in the Temple office by Wednesday, October 4.
Members:

Non-Members:

4 and under: Free

4 and under: Free

Ages 5-11:

$5

Ages 5-11:

$7

12 and up:

$8

12 and up:

$10

Total not to exceed $25
per immediate family

Total not to exceed $30
per immediate family

Rabbi’s Message
Judaism teaches that the Temple is a house of prayer, study and assembly. We have
been busy fulfilling the mitzvot of being a house of prayer and assembly. Now is the
time to turn our attention to the Temple as a house of study.
Accordingly, I would like to inaugurate two adult programs. We will begin an
exploration of Jewish ethics against the backdrop of our contemporary scene. Each
session will be one and one half hour long and independent so that if you miss one or
two, you will not be out of the loop.
The second offering, by popular request, will be an introductory, basic Hebrew class
that will be fun. It is for those who never had the opportunity to learn, or learned so
many years ago that a refresher would be helpful. The course will be aimed at prayer
book Hebrew. This will enhance the experience at worship services or simply make
easier the recitation of blessings at home for holidays. This class will be one hour in
length.
If you are interested in either or both, please contact Katie in the office so that we can
plan accordingly. The potential dates are Thursday afternoons or Sunday mornings,
beginning mid-October. Hopefully, this year, our Temple will be a home for Jewish
learning in which we may all be proud.
L’shalom,

Rabbi Norm

Inside this issue:
President’s
“Meet & Greet”
Speech

2

President’s
Rosh Hashanah
Speech

3

October 2017

4

Introducing
PJ Our Way
for Kids 9-11

5

Food Basket

5

We Remember

6

Aaron Furman

6

Contributions

7

Chai Society Dues 7

Happy Birthday / 8
Anniversary
Mi Shebeirach

8

Book Club

8

Coat Room

8

Page 2

President’s “Meet and Greet” Speech
The following is the speech given on Friday, September 8, 2017 at Temple Beth El’s Meet and Greet with
Rabbi Norm and Heather Mendel:
Welcome to our home, Rabbi and Heather Mendel! Congratulations, Temple Beth El!
As a community, we faced our future together, we came together, and we have succeeded! It hasn’t been
easy, but we now have a specific plan going forward. In the process, we reminded ourselves of who we are,
individually and as a community.
We are a Reform Jewish Congregation, committed to Judaism’s ancient values and beliefs, reaffirmed over
the millennia, time and time again, under the most wonderful and, yes, the most horrific circumstances.
Reform Judaism, as reflected in our policies, our practices, and the way in which we live our beliefs, at
Temple, in our homes, and in our community, abraded, smoothed and shined over the years, like a precious
jewel, lives on at Temple Beth El.
You have read about Rabbi Norman Mendel, and his wife Heather, in The Shofar. They have spent a
lifetime traveling the world together, making a difference wherever they have lived, each in their own way,
and, of course, together as a couple.
Since coming to us in July, in addition to his regular responsibilities, Rabbi Norm, as he would like to be
called, has held numerous meetings with many of us responsible for the various areas of Temple life. We
have already made a number of improvements, both in our programs and in the appearance of Temple. We
have begun to look at Temple with new eyes, and with gratitude. Very importantly, this will make Temple
Beth El, our physical building, more appealing, more pleasing to the eye and safer.
Heather Mendel, a wonderful artist and a spiritual healer, graciously offered to accompany the Rabbi to
several of our initial orientation meetings. She has made a number of excellent recommendations. Most
significantly, she has been working on our Facebook page with Susan Fox, one of our new board members,
and our “hits,” as they say, have grown dramatically, exponentially. Heather has also created a beautiful
new logo for our religious school.
Rabbi and Heather Mendel are a power couple with a lifetime of experience, highly motivated and dedicated
to Temple’s success, who have graced us with their presence.
From building a Reform Temple in South Africa during the years of apartheid and of Nelson Mandela’s
imprisonment, to building and enlarging Reform Congregations in California, to building the First “green”
Temple in the country, they have partnered in a life-long dedication to Tikkun Olam, repairing the world.
I have no doubt that there is much more to come! What a team, and what a dynamic partnership we have
formed.
Congratulations, Temple Beth El. Welcome to our spiritual home, Rabbi Norm and Heather Mendel!

Steve Adler
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President’s Rosh Hashanah Speech
Good Evening, everyone! It is wonderful to see you! Once again, we are observing our people’s ancient,
time-honored tradition of “ringing out the old and bringing in the new.”
What a year this has been for us. Temple made a momentous decision almost a year ago, one fraught with
some anxiety, but also with relief, anticipation and hope.
My remarks this evening come just two weeks after we officially welcomed our new Rabbi, Norman
Mendel, and his wife Heather to our spiritual home during Shabbat Services. He declined our offer of an
official installation, rightfully feeling that after fifty years as a Rabbi, and as a Rabbi Emeritus, he is well
installed in his profession.
Change is not easy for any of us, not if we truly care about the outcome, not if the results seem uncertain,
and if the stakes are high. Temple has taken a leap into our future, putting our best foot forward, hoping and
trusting that our best efforts will be enough, praying that we will be rewarded with success.
For some of us, such as my wife Karen and myself, Beth El is the only Temple we have ever known. We
deeply appreciate and value the practice of Reform Judaism as observed here, and we are pleased and
honored to have Norm and Heather, as they wish to be known, join us and lead us into what we expect will
be a bright future. Wonderfully knowledgeable and dedicated members came together to make this happen.
Frankly, the results have already exceeded expectations.
Your entire Board of Trustees, supplemented by an additional cadre of other volunteers, has been busily
planning for many months. Several new members of the Board have already become involved in furthering
our efforts, involving themselves in ongoing activities and branching out into new areas that we trust will
bring us new members and additional resources. A few examples:
We are in the final stages of completing our brand new website, and hopefully you are all visiting us on
Facebook. I would encourage you all to submit pictures of Temple activities that you have attended, so that
we can showcase our many activities.
You may have noticed the change in the appearance of our hallway as you entered Temple this evening.
This is due to Board members joining new Temple volunteers to present an attractive welcome to all who
enter. This is also the result of our new and exciting relationship with Rabbi Mendel and Heather, who see
our Temple with “new eyes” and are committed to helping us succeed. Seeing the renewed energy of our
Board, including its new members, and a growing cadre of volunteers, I am greatly encouraged about our
future.
Now, I challenge you, each and every one of you, to do your utmost to join us in the work, to join us in
moving forward. As we state during announcements at the conclusion of Shabbat services each week,
“many hands make light work.”
L’ Shana Tovah! May you have a good year!

Steve Adler

Page 4

October 2017
SUN
1

MON
2

TUE
3

WED
4

THURS
5

9

10

11

12

10:00 a.m.
Book Club
(Commonwealth
by Ann Patchett)

16

9:15 a.m.
Temple
Religious
School

Shofar
Deadline

22

23

17

9:15 a.m.
Temple
Religious
School

30

13

14

18

19

20

21

7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg

24
7:00 p.m.
Temple Board
Meeting

29

7

7:00 p.m.
Simchat Torah /
oneg hosted by
Arthur & Barbara
Blitman
in memory of
Sharon Blitman
Coleman

7:00 p.m.
Ritual / Pulpit
Committee
Meeting
15

6

SAT

6:00 p.m.
Family Sukkot
Service / Pizza
In the Hut

Sukkot
RSVP
Deadline
8

FRI

31

25

26

27
7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
oneg

28
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Introducing PJ Our Way for kids ages 9-11
Most of you are probably familiar with PJ Library (https://pjlibrary.org), a nationwide program which
provides FREE Jewish themed books to children ages 6 months to 9 years old. Most of the kids in our
community have been receiving free PJ Library Jewish themed books in the mail every month for many
years. Every single book is paid for by a coalition of sponsors. Our sponsors for this region include
the Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York, Hugh Johnson Advisors, LLC and Homestead
Funding Corp.
This year a new program was launched nationally for kids as they age out of PJ Library at age 9 and
enter the “tween” years. PJ Our Way is a different program with different goals. To help families choose
their monthly books, the PJ Our Way website includes book summaries, author bios, and reviews
posted by kids in the program. Kids go to the interactive website to CHOOSE the free book they receive
each month. Your child chooses from four titles each month, ensuring that the books on their bookshelf
are books they will want to read.
Once your child is enrolled in PJ Our Way, he or she can contribute to the website by writing book
reviews and participating in book discussions with their peers. Kids can also take polls and quizzes, and
comment on blog posts. The PJ Our Way site is a completely safe and moderated space, perfect for
acclimating older kids to using the web independently. It even has a blog for parents, where you can
read about the books that are available for your child.
Do you have or know of a child age 9-11 who you would like to see reading quality, age appropriate
books with Jewish themes? If your child is already enrolled in PJ Library they can enroll in PJ Our
Way at age 8.5 ensuring that not a month goes by without a book in the mail. If they have never
received PJ Library books, they are still eligible to enroll. Go to http://www.pjourway.org to check it out.
The website contains a synopsis of each book, a parent blog, and discussions about the challenges of
keeping your kids reading as they grow. Let’s keep the great books arriving in your mailbox!
If you would like to learn more about PJ Library and/ or PJ Our Way, need help or have questions about
enrolling a child (your own child, grandchild, niece/nephew, etc.) in either program, please contact: Amy
Drucker, PJ Library Program Administrator, adrucker@jewishfedny.org or 518-783-7800 x229
Happy Reading!

Christine Levy
TRS Director

Food Basket
Thank you to all who continually help fill the food basket in the entry-way of Temple.
During the Holy Days, and throughout the year, let's practice Tikkun Olam. Please bring
non-perishable food or hygiene products with you when you come to Temple. They will
be brought to the Glens Falls Family Services with whom Temple Beth El has had a
longstanding relationship.
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We Remember
Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in Temple on
the noted dates:

Torah Portions
October 7
First Day Chol Hamoed
Sukkot

October 6
Fannie Abels, Walter K. Cohen, *Jack Didakow, Norman Didakow, *Sophie
Erlanger, Becky Israel, Barbara Sinclair Jackson, Izidor Jutkovitz, Pearle L. Levy,
*Frances M. Lustig, *Morris Karl Lustig, *Isidor Rothschild, Nathan Stillman,
Elizabeth D. Yaffee, *Jeannette Yaffee, Irving Yanklowitz

October 14
Bereshit
Gen. 1:1-6:8
Pr. Is. 42:5-43:10

October 13
*Irving Armour, *Dena Avrin, Madeline Bassin, *Marguerite (Peggy) Brown, *Dora
Garlen, Elliott Harris, *Deborah Klein, Abram Pock, Philip Schlesinger, *Mark
Silver, Morris Silverstein, *Arnold Slawsby, Miles Solomon, Fannie Steinberg

October 21
No-Ach
Gen. 6:9-11:32

October 20

Num. 28:9-15

Clara Aronson, Tom Coleman, David Ferdinand, *Sura Beyla Friedman, Ronald
Goldstone, Abraham Gordon, David J. Katz, Helen Kraus, *Deborah Krohn, Mildred
Levine, Sadie Linker, *Fannie Lunchick, *Dr. Morris Maslon, Hilda Siegel, *Allen
Suckman, Albert Louis Upton, *Rose Wiener, Janet Yulman

Pr. Is. 66:1-24

October 27

October 28
Lech Lecha
Gen. 12:1-17:27

Selma Berger, David Grablow, Albert Handen, Edith Kramer, Fritz Liebman, Bari
Nisoff Mattison, *Dr. Leslie M. Ofner, Bessie Laura Orens, Isadore Proller, Hope
Simon, Benjamin Skoll, *Philip Tucker, *I. Edward Zumoff

Pr. Is. 40:27-41:16

(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary)

Meet New Board Member Aaron Furman
My name is Aaron Furman. My wife, Barbara, and I joined Temple Beth El in 2009, and I recently joined
the Board of Trustees.
I am retired from Oakleaf Waste Management, a firm that managed waste and recycling for large multi
unit locations. We moved up to the Adirondacks from West Hartford, CT almost 10 years ago. We still
maintain a residence in Simsbury, CT, which we only use occasionally. I'm originally from Montreal,
moving to the US when I was 16. Barbara is from West Hartford.
We have two children: Shana Graham and Seth Furman. Shana is married to her husband Michael and
lives in Seattle, WA. Seth, after visiting his sister, fell in love with Seattle and also moved there.
Barbara and I met at a party when she was just 16 and I was 17. We married in 1971, 6 years later.
I graduated from Manchester College and have no real hobbies and I’m definitely not talented!
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Contributions

Chai Society Dues

GENERAL FUND

It’s time to contribute your dues to the Chai
Society. The amount is still $18 per person
with your check made payable to Beth El
Brotherhood.
Please mail your check to Sandy Searleman,
12 Pollazzo Court
Queensbury, NY 12804.

In Memory of Morton Yulman:
E. Richard Yulman
In Honor of Lynn & Mike Seidel’s 50th Anniversary:
Lois & Jack Hellman
Judith Metzner Shepherd
In Gratitude for the Beautiful Baby Naming
Ceremony of our Granddaughter, Daisy Rhoda
Nason:
Jane & Richard Reisman
In Memory of Arlene Menkis:
Mike & Gilda Siegel
In Honor of Martha & Sandy Searleman’s
50th Anniversary:

Thank you to the Jewish Federation of
Northeastern New York for their
generous support of
Temple Beth El and
Temple Religious School.

Lois & Jack Hellman
Barbara & Robert Rosoff
Judith Metzner Shepherd
In Honor of Ann & Paul Silk’s 50th Anniversary:
Judith Metzner Shepherd
In Honor of the Engagement of Phyllis & Dan
Brown’s son Ben to Lauren Oliva:
Judith Metzner Shepherd
In Honor of Jonah Levin’s Selection to Participate
in the Junior National Young Leaders Conference:
Judith Metzner Shepherd

DR. HAROLD D. POSTER

In Memory of Betty Ovitz:

PODIATRISTS * FOOT SPECIALISTS

Joyce Didakow

DR. GARY D. POSTER
———————————————————————————————————————————————

SPORTS MEDICINE * MEDICAL & SURGICAL
MANAGEMENT OF FOOD DISORDERS
DIABETIC SHOES
(518) 792-3032
HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

11 PINE STREET
GLENS FALLS, NY 12801
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Happy Birthday!
Christine Levy (10/1)
Michael Serotta (10/2)
Tyler Weaver (10/2)
Tim Flatley (10/2)
Ann Silk (10/3)
Jeffrey Levy (10/3)
Paul Binns (10/4)
Renee O’Brien (10/7)
Eric Reed (10/8)
Barbara Rosoff (10/11)
Nathan Solomon (10/12)
Golda Hellman (10/12)
Ahva Heyman (10/13)
Phyllis Brown (10/14)
Peter Kafin (10/16)
Howard Rudnick (10/18)
Camille Wodicka (10/18)
Alissa Adler (10/18)
Mason Sheerer
(10/19 –12 years old!)
Lori Lavender (10/19)
Jordan Krantz (10/20)
Howard Nadler (10/28)
Rebecca Letwin (10/28)
Rachel Wolfield (10/30)
Albert Charhon (10/30)

Mi Shebeirach
These comforting words can be said on behalf of those who are ill. Whether
friends or loved ones are struggling with physical, emotional or spiritual
challenges, this prayer speaks to our desire for their healing.
May the one who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless and heal those who are ill [names]. May the
Blessed Holy One be filled with compassion for their health to be restored and
their strength to be revived. May God swiftly send them a complete renewal of
body and spirit, and let us say, Amen.

Please include in your healing prayers: Vanessa Bishop, Alexia
Mones Friedman, Victor Friedman, Catherine Gericke, Jacqueline
Gordon, Diane Grant, Lina Hellman, Valerie Hope, Josh Israel,
Michael Israel, Joshua Katz, Sheldon Kramer, Norman Kudan,
Elizabeth Levy, Jeff Levy, Mark Lipschitz, Linda Miller, Phyliss
Miller, Sylvia Miltch, Richard Muller, Jessica Panebianco, Paul
Pines, Ian Quillinan, Rabbi Jeffrey Ronald, Edie Rudnick, Bob
Savarin, Hilda Schwartz, Philip Sterdt, Kristen Temple, Bruce
Townsel, Tammy Whitty, DeAnna Williams

Book Club
After taking the summer off, the
Temple book club resumed
meeting in September. Meetings
will continue as usual on the
second Tuesday of each month at
10 a.m. in the Ralph and Lillian
Leinoff Community Room at
Temple Beth El. The next books
we will be discussing are:
October 10: Commonwealth by
Ann Patchett
November 14: Karolina’s Twins by
Ronald H. Balson
December 12: Potluck Chanukah
Party
January 9: Here I Am by Jonathan
Safran Foer
February 13: Hillbilly Elegy by JD
Vance

Karen Marks Adler
karojo41@gmail.com

Happy
Anniversary!!
Phil & Kathy Naftaly
(10/11 – 30 years)
Mace & Sue Comora
(10/15 – 52 years)
Dave & Sue Lieberman
(10/16 – 24 years)

Coat Room
There are still
winter coats and
jackets in the
Temple coat
room. Are you missing
any? Please check when you
are in Temple for the High
Holy days. After Simchat
Torah, any remaining winter
clothing will be donated to a
community agency.
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Committees
Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman

President: Stephen Adler

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel

Vice President: Rebecca Charhon
Treasurer: Karen Marks

Personnel Chair, Available

Recording Secretary: Available
Immediate Past President: Jack Hellman
Trustees: William Brender, Susan Fox,
Sara Friedman, Aaron Furman, Jeffrey Hill,
Christine Levy, Dave Lieberman,
Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz,
and Judith Metzner Shepherd

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd
House Chair, Jeffrey Hill
Project 21st Century Chair, Larry Silver
Religious School Director, Chris Levy
Temple’s rabbi and president will be
ex-officio members of all committees.

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc.
38 Geer Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
518-792-2010
Scrap Metal Processors

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,
STEWART & RHODES, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Washington Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone (518) 792-2117

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral
Home
53 Quaker Road
Queensbury, New York 12804
P: 518-792-1114
F: 518-792-1287

Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York
12801-2813

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rabbi Norman T. Mendel
Phone: 518-792-4364
Fax: 518-792-4336
office@glensfallstemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated,
traditional, intermarried & nontraditional families and individuals.

The Shofar
Editors:

Phyllis Brown
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Lois Hellman, Emerita
Editorial Assistant:

Katie Weaver

Writing for the Shofar? Think Ahead!
Writing something for the Shofar? REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES. Articles and announcements for the
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired
publication date. The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the
Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible. The Shofar is published before the first day of
each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements.
Remember: If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as
early as the issue preceding the event. And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket
or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance. Even for
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers
to “save the date”!
The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions. E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com)
is preferred. Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment. If you lack internet access, you may
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens
Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline.

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the November issue
of the Shofar is Monday, October 16!

