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Bequests, both large and small, have played a vital role at Temple Beth El.
Please consider Temple Beth El in your will.
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Friday, October 18 at 6:15 p.m.

Simchat Torah Service / Oneg hosted by the Wolfield Family
Friday, October 25 at 7:00 p.m.

Camden Wolfield becomes a Bar Mitzvah
Saturday, October 26 at 12:30 p.m.

Joshua Gray becomes a Bar Mitzvah
Saturday, November 16 at 10:00 a.m.

Family Sukkot Service / Pizza in the Hut
Friday, October 18 at 6:15 p.m.
Please join us for a Family Sukkot Service followed by Pizza in the Hut!

RSVP to Katie in the Temple office by Tuesday, October 15.
Members:

Non-Members:

4 and under: Free

4 and under: Free

Ages 5-11:

$8

Ages 5-11:

$8

12 and up:

$10

12 and up:

$15

Total not to exceed $30
per immediate family

Total not to exceed $40
per immediate family

Happy Birthday / 10
Anniversary
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Rabbi’s Message
Please note the position of every institution of our Reform Movement.

Rabbi Norm
The following was published on URJ (https://urj.org):
Reform Jewish Movement Leadership Statement: “We must all expect more from the president of the
United States”
“We are compelled to express our deep concern about the coarseness of public discourse, led in too many
ways by President Trump.”
Published: 9/03/2019
Statement from the Reform Jewish Movement: As we begin the month of Elul, we enter a time of
introspection and reflection culminating in the Jewish High Holidays. Individually and communally, we
consider our actions, their impacts on others, and our responsibility to do whatever we can to improve
ourselves and our community in the year to come.
In this spirit, we reflect upon and are compelled to express our deep concern about the coarseness of public
discourse, led in too many ways by the president of the United States.
Since taking office, President Trump’s words and actions have sowed division, spread fear, and expressed
hateful views that go far beyond the legitimate expressions of policy differences that characterize healthy
political debate. In unprecedented ways, he has verbally attacked people and communities of color,
immigrants, and people with disabilities, looking for political advantage in turning Americans against one
another. He has also failed to consistently and unequivocally condemn words and acts of hate from others.
We must all expect more from the president of the United States.
In recent days, President Trump even suggested that Jews who vote for Democrats are “disloyal.”
Regardless of whether he was referring to disloyalty to Israel or to the United States, this reprehensible
statement evokes centuries-old anti-Semitic tropes about Jews having dual loyalties and/or being
untrustworthy citizens of their nations. The implication that religion should dictate political affiliation is
noxious to the American value of religious freedom that has strengthened this nation since its founding.
We also oppose the notion that President Trump’s words should be excused because of his support for Israel
and opposition to BDS. We are Zionists who also oppose the BDS movement, which would result in the end
of Israel as a Jewish and democratic state – but we reject the president’s use of Israel as a wedge issue and
his inflammatory verbal and online attacks on those who hold other views.
Let us be clear: This is not about policy differences or partisanship. Moral Jews – moral Americans – can in
good conscience differ on policies, candidates, and parties. We celebrate such diversity in the Reform
Jewish Movement, knowing that political differences must never overshadow the respect due to every
person, within whom lives a Divine spark. We also know that racism, xenophobia, white supremacy,
misogyny, anti-Semitism, homophobia, and hate existed well before President Trump’s election, and
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Rabbi’s Message (Cont.)
individuals on the left bear some responsibility for their spread, as well. At the same time, centuries of
racism and white supremacy have left an indelible imprint and open wounds on the United States that
President Trump has particularly exploited and exacerbated.
The words of the High Holiday prayer book are written in the collective, reminding us that responsibility for
misdeeds and their correction lies with the community as much as the individual. Rabbi Abraham Joshua
Heschel also observed that while “Some are guilty; all are responsible.” Indeed, decency knows no party.
Whether we are Republicans, Democrats, or Independents, conservatives, moderates, or liberals, we all bear
the responsibility to uphold the norms of ethical speech and moral conduct that have made our democracy
great. That responsibility lies particularly with our national leadership, and especially with our president.
Speech that demeans and demonizes creates an atmosphere of permission for further intolerance. Hate
speech is hate speech, and hate speech leads all too easily to hate crimes. We all have roles to play in
stemming the spread of hate, and elected officials tasked with pursuing the common good – chief among
them the president – have a special obligation to uplift, rather than diminish, the public they serve.
The great sage Hillel, when asked if he could summarize the whole of Torah while standing on one foot,
replied, “What is hateful to you do not do unto others. The rest is commentary.” (Babylonian Talmud,
Shabbat 31a) As we approach the Jewish High Holiday season, our tradition reminds us that there is no
statute of limitations on t’shuvah, repentance. At any time, the “gates of repentance” are open to all by
walking new paths that lift us up beyond old patterns, returning us to the rhetoric of responsibility.
We pray, therefore, that President Trump is inspired by this spirit of t’shuvah to turn from the path of hate
speech he has walked.
We pray that all politicians commit to upholding the values of fairness and decency, joining together across
lines of difference to say, “Enough is enough.”
We pray that all Americans, regardless of political association, religious affiliation, or support for certain
policies, will loudly and unambiguously call for an end to a politics infused with bullying, hateful diatribes,
and personal character assaults.
We pray that each of us becomes a model to others, demonstrating how to reject hate and celebrate the
dignity and worth of every human being. As the Talmud teaches, “Human dignity is so important that it
overrides even a biblical prohibition.” (Babylonian Talmud, Brachot 19b)
May the new year be a year of healing, wholeness, justice, and compassion for all.
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, Daryl Messinger, Rabbi Ron Segal, Rabbi Hara Person, Cantor Claire Franco, Rachel
Roth, Dr. Kathy Schwartz, Rabbi Stan Schickler, Lori Kowit, Fern Katz, Tricia Ginis, Steven Portnoy,
Abigail Goldberg Spiegel, Michael Liepman, Maya Levy, Beth Rodin, Bryan Bierman, G. Leonard
Teitelbaum, Michael Kimmel, Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner, Barbara Weinstein, Isabel P. “Liz” Dunst, Susan C.
Bass, Rabbi Marla J. Feldman, Rabbi Kelly Levy, Rabbi Leah Berkowitz, Rabbi Mary Zamore
Please note: Articles in this publication represent the views of their authors and
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the entire congregation.
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Jewish Community Event:
Saturday, October 19 at 5:30 pm
Sweet Basil, 1012 State Route 9, Queensbury
Connect with the Jewish Community over good food and good conversation.
Please contact the Temple office at 792-4364 to let Katie know how many people will be
attending.
If you would like to sit with other Temple Beth El members and friends, please plan to arrive at
5:30 p.m. If 5:30 p.m. does not work for you, just let the waiter know that you are part of the
Temple Beth El group so we will get credit for you attending.
Guests will order off the menu and each family will receive a separate check.
Sweet Basil will be making a generous donation to Temple Beth El for each person attending.

Mitzvah Project
I will become a Bar Mitzvah in October and part of my learning of the Jewish faith and Torah is to
do a Mitzvah. A Mitzvah is a principle by which somebody does good deeds. Examples of this in
Judaism are taking care of the Earth, caring for the sick, or volunteering. I have chosen to do a
fundraiser for the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and hope I can count on your support.
I chose St. Jude because it is a charity that helps children and saves several lives daily. My sister and
I have been part of the Lake George School fundraiser supporting St. Jude yearly since first grade
and it has been a very rewarding experience.
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is a hospital in Memphis, Tennessee that focuses on children
with cancer. However, what makes them so unique from other hospitals is that they do not charge
the families for treatment, on-campus housing, and food. According to their website, a donation of
$19 a day can feed, house, and treat one family.
This October, my family and I will be traveling to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis
to take a tour and learn about what they do for so many. We will
donate the money that is raised, in person, when we visit.
Thank you so much for your support of my Mitzvah project. It means
so much to me and the St. Jude community.

Camden Wolfield
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October 2019
SUN

MON

TUE
1

WED
2

THURS
3

FRI
4

SAT
5

7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
Oneg hosted by
Meghan & Josh
Gray

6

7

9:00 a.m.
Temple
Religious
School

8

9

8:00 p.m.
Kol Nidre Service

10:00 a.m.
Yom Kippur
Morning Service

14

15

Temple
Office Closed

Deadline for
Submitting
Articles for the
November issue
of The Shofar

21

22

9:00 a.m.
Temple
Religious
School

27

12

7:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service /
Oneg host needed

3:00 p.m.
Afternoon
Service

6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Choir
Rehearsal

20

11

3:00 p.m.
Children’s
Service

11:30 a.m.
Memorial
Service at
Cemetery

13

10

16

17

29

19

7:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
Jewish
Community
Event at Sweet
Basil

Family Sukkot
Service / Pizza in
the Hut / Oneg
hosted by Ellen &
Bruce Katz

23

24

7:00 p.m.
Temple Board
Meeting

28

18

30

31

25

26

7:00 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

Simchat Torah
Service / Oneg
hosted by the
Wolfield Family IHO
Camden becoming
a Bar Mitzvah

Camden
Wolfield
becomes a Bar
Mitzvah
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Spirituality Matters
As we start a New Year, filled with possibility and potential, we ask ourselves the questions of all
spiritual seekers everywhere. Who am I? Why am I here and where am I going? Kabbalah has a
great explanation and nobody tells it better than Dr. Naomi Rachel Remen:
"This is the story of the birthday of the world. In the beginning, there was only the holy darkness,
the Ein Sof, the source of life. Then, in the course of history, at a moment in time, this world, the
world of a thousand thousand things, emerged from the heart of the holy darkness as a great ray of
light. And then, perhaps because this is a Jewish story, there was an accident. And the vessels
containing the light of the world, the wholeness of the world, broke. And the wholeness in the world,
the light of the world, was scattered into a thousand thousand fragments of light. And they fell into
all events and all people, where they remain deeply hidden until this very day.
The whole human race is a response to this accident. We are here because we are born with the
capacity to find the hidden light in all events and all people; to lift it up and make it visible once
again and, thereby, to restore the innate wholeness of the world. This is a very important story for
our times — that we heal the world one heart at a time. This task is called tikkun olam in Hebrew,
'restoring the world.’”
Note she reminds us about healing the world, not ‘curing it.’ Difficulties are all part and parcel of
reality.
As Jews we believe it is our responsibility to make the world better— wherever we find ourselves
and whomever we are. Our lives are filled with both blessings and challenges— the latter normally
represent losses of one kind or another. Dr. Remen reminds us: “The way we deal with loss shapes
our capacity to be present to life more than anything else. The way we protect ourselves from loss
may be the way in which we distance ourselves from life.” As a human family, we have a small but
highly significant part to play in restoring the world and it all start with ourselves— small acts of
kindness that present themselves to us in every situation, every day.
May we be conscious enough to see and courageous enough to do.
L’shalom,

Heather Mendel

Thank You to Our September Oneg Hosts
Amanda Kukle in memory of Vicki Thompson
Martha & Sandy Searleman in memory of Belle Searleman
Cory, Elliott & Ahva Heyman in honor of Benny Heyman becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Richard Yulman in memory of Helen Yulman
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Temple Religious School
L'Shana Tova! Happy New Year!
Rosh Hashanah is upon us and what a wonderful new year we have ahead of us!
This year is a monumental one for our Religious School. I am very excited to announce that we
have re-started our pre-school! I want to welcome all of our new students to the pre-school and
Linda Friedman as our newest teacher. She has been with us before and will bring a wealth of
resources through music, art and language.
In addition, the Synagogue Religious School has joined forces with us again to form the TempleSynagogue Religious School (TSRS). This brings new students, new resources and above all a
new community of friendships for all of the students involved. I am so excited to be the Director of
this collaboration and will continue to put the students and families at the highest priority as I have
always done in the past.
I would like to welcome Mark Hoffman and Rabbi Rachel Tali Kaplan from the Synagogue who will
be participating at our school.
Furthermore, I am so excited for the two Bar Mitzvahs to come in October and November:
Camden Wolfield and Temple Board member, Religious School volunteer and parent Josh Gray.
In September we celebrated Religious School graduate Benny Heyman’s Bar Mitzvah and what an
amazing celebration it was! Mazel Tov to Ben and his whole family. It was my honor and privilege
to work with Ben and his family.
As always, please let me know if I can help in any way. Call, text or e-mail any time!
Wishing you all a very happy and sweet new Year!
Thanks,

Rebecca Charhon
TRS Director

Condolences
Lillian Reisman passed away on Friday, August 30, 2019 at the age of 101. Lillian was the beloved wife of
the late Phillip Reisman; devoted mother of Temple member Richard Reisman and his late wife Jane, and
Kenneth Reisman and his wife Beth; cherished grandmother of Phillip Reisman, Daniel Reisman, Michael
Reisman, Alyssa Nason and her husband Michael, and great-grandmother of Knox and Daisy Nason. Lillian
“ran” the Classical Studies Department at Boston College for 46 years until her retirement at age 96.
Donald W. Fountaine, Sr. passed away on Tuesday, September 17, 2019 at the age of 81. Donald was
predeceased by his parents Marion E. (Myott) and Adelard Fountaine, his wife Alice Marie (Paige)
Fountaine, and his sisters Pat Campbell and Sandra Lee Lewis. Left to cherish his memory are his children,
Robert (Wendy Janes) Fountaine, Donald (Kelly) Fountaine, Scott Fountaine, and Katy Lynn (Mike Young)
Fountaine Fuller; grandchildren; sister Martha (Sanford) Searleman (Temple members) and brother David
(Helen) Fountaine; brothers-in-law; sister-in-law; along with many special nieces and nephews. Donald
retired from the Air Force in 1976 after 21 years of service and then worked at Finch for 23 years before
retiring in 1999.
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Contributions
GENERAL FUND

In Memory of Morton Yulman:
Richard Yulman
In Memory of Helen Yulman:
Richard Yulman
In Memory of Janet Yulman:
Richard Yulman
In Honor of Ben Heyman becoming a Bar Mitzvah:
Gilda & Mike Siegel
Susan Fox & Naftali Rottenstreich
High Holy Days Donation:
Clair & David Gordon
In Memory of Arlene Menkis:
Gilda & Mike Siegel
In Memory of Lillian Reisman:
Dale & Jonathan Nemer
In Memory of Belle Searleman:

Mi Shebeirach
These comforting words can be said on behalf of those
who are ill. Whether friends or loved ones are
struggling with physical, emotional or spiritual
challenges, this prayer speaks to our desire for their
healing.
May the one who blessed our ancestors, Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah,
bless and heal those who are ill [names]. May the
Blessed Holy One be filled with compassion for their
health to be restored and their strength to be revived.
May God swiftly send them a complete renewal of
body and spirit, and let us say, Amen.

Please include in your healing prayers: Regina
Bennett, Daniel Brown, Bernard Bruen, Duane
Bullard, Sam Chanis, Bruce Esposito, Tom Ford,
Victor Friedman, Catherine Gerricke, Ellen
Goldberg, Valerie Hope, Bruce Katz, Edith Katz,
Krista Klock, Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Marfurt,
Baylee Meyers, Linda Miller, Phyliss Miller, Cara
Molnar, Terry Monroe, Jessica Panebianco, Kate
Reinke, Emma Schneerson, Gail Shuscer, Leonard
Skootsky, Edie Rudnick, Bob Savarin, Tobianne
Schneider, Francis Smith, Elaine Sobel, Jennifer
Steuer, Kristen Temple, Dave Updike, Joseph
Verrigni, Mary Verrigni, Dan Wolfield

Martha & Sandy Searleman
In Memory of Sam Langbert:
Cheryl Tucker
In Memory of Sharon Coleman
David Coleman

Photos for The Shofar?
Many of you have snapped photos at a Temple event.
The Shofar welcomes photos to enhance our
publication, and would be happy to share what you
can provide. Phone photos are fine!
We will crop and edit as needed.

Did You Know?
Did you know that when you make a donation
to Temple, you are not only sharing your joys
and sorrows with your fellow congregants and
friends, you are also helping Temple Beth El
meet its funding needs?
Please consider making donations in memory
of a loved one, to send get well wishes to those
on our healing list, in honor of a birthday,
anniversary, etc. We thank you for your
continued support!!

Tishrei & Cheshvan 5780 / October 2019
Torah Portions

Page 9

We Remember
Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be recited in
Temple on the noted dates:

October 5
Va-Yelech
Shabbat Shuvah

Joel 2:15-27

October 4
Fannie Abels, Charles Cambridge, Robert B. Glasser, Becky Israel,
*Oscar Kalman Kraus, Norman Kudan, *Herman Lazarus, Pearle L.
Levy, *Frances M. Lustig, *Betty Ovitz, George Pacter, Samuel
Proller, Jane Reisman, Leo Ritter, *Isidor Rothschild, *Bernard Yaffee,
*Jeannette Yaffee

October 12

October 11

Deut. 31:1-30
Pr. Hosea 14:2-10
Micah 7:18-20

Ha-azinu

*Dena Avrin, Madeline Bassin, *Michael A. Corton, Norman
Didakow, *Sophie Erlanger, Elliott Harris, Barbara Sinclair Jackson,
Izidor Jutkovitz, *Deborah Klein, *Morris Karl Lustig, Philip
Schlesinger, *Arnold Slawsby, Nathan Stillman, *Elizabeth D. Yaffee,
Irving Yanklowitz

Deut. 32:1-52
Pr. II Sam. 22:1-51
October 19
Shabbat Chol Hamoed
October 26
Bereshit
Gen. 1:1-6:8
Pr. Is. 42:5-43:10

October 18
*Irving Armour, Clara Aronson, *Marguerite Brown, Walter K. Cohen,
Tom Coleman, *Jack Didakow, David Ferdinand, *Sura Beyla
Friedman, *Hilda Grunblatt, David J. Katz, *Deborah Krohn, Mildred
Levine, Sadie Linker, *Fannie Lunchick, *Dr. Morris Maslon, Abram
Pock, *Mark Silver, *Allen Suckman, Albert Louis Upton, *Rose
Wiener, Janet Yulman
October 25
Selma Berger, *Dora Garlen, David Grablow, Edith
Kramer, Fritz Liebman, Bari Nisoff Mattison, *Dr. Leslie M. Ofner,
Isadore Proller, Jane Reisman, Morris Silverman, Hope Simon, Miles
Solomon, Fannie Steinberg, *Philip Tucker, Patricia Wodicka
(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary)

Shopping? Use Amazon Smile!
Support Temple Beth El every time you shop online at Amazon! Go to smile.amazon.com to set up your
Smile account and choose Temple Beth El as a recipient. There are a few other Temple Beth El's out there,
so be sure you choose the right one. When you shop, you will need to go
to www.smile.amazon.com each time so that your charity of choice gets
credited. It's an easy way to support Temple, and we thank you!
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Happy Birthday!
Christine Levy (10/1)
Tyler Weaver (10/2)
Tim Flatley (10/2)

Happy
Anniversary!!
Kathy & Phil Naftaly
(10/11 – 32 years)

Jeffrey Levy (10/3)
Paul Binns (10/4)
Amy Brady (10/6)
Renee O’Brien (10/7)
Eric Reed (10/8)

Suzanne & Mace Comora
(10/15 – 54 years)

Ride Sharing
Please call the Temple
office to offer to be a
driver or if you are in need
of transportation. We’ll
make a match!

Sue & Dave Lieberman
(10/16 – 26 years)

Barbara Rosoff (10/11)
Nathan Solomon (10/12)
Golda Hellman (10/12)
Ahva Heyman (10/13)
Phyllis Brown (10/14)

Book Club

Peter Kafin (10/16)

Here are the books that we will be reading through March, 2020.

Camille Wodicka (10/18)
Alissa Adler (10/18)
Mason Sheerer (10/19)
Lori Lavender (10/19)
Rebecca Letwin (10/28)
Rachel Wolfield (10/30)
Albert Charhon (10/30)

November 12: Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
January 14:

Educated by Tara Westover

March 10:

Circe by Madeline Miller

We will meet at the Temple at 11:00 a.m.

Karen Marks Adler

10 Minutes of Torah
Sign up to receive a one-page e-mail each day on a topic of Jewish interest. It only takes 10 minutes a day to
get started on a lifelong journey. Spend 10 minutes a day — and before you know it you’ll have completed
100 hours of Torah study! All you need to do is find ten minutes a day to “do Torah.” Reform Jews
committed to having Judaism in their daily lives are encouraged to participate in 10 minutes a day of personal
connection to a Jewish text, issue or topic. For example: Monday—Reform Voices of Torah; Tuesday—The
Rhythm of Jewish Time; Wednesday—Israel Connection; Thursday—Delving into Tfilah; Friday—Reform
Judaism Q&A. Select all five days or any combination. Each weekday morning, an e-mail will be delivered
to your inbox for you to study at your convenience. Sign up for 10 Minutes of Torah by visiting:
www.urj.org/learning/torah/ten. Take your study of 10 Minutes of Torah to the next level by signing up for
Eilu V’eilu.
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Officers & Board of Trustees

Committees

President: Barbara Rosoff
Vice President: Sara Friedman
Treasurer: Karen Marks
Immediate Past President: Stephen Adler
Religious School Director:
Rebecca Charhon
Trustees:
William Brender
Joshua Gray
Jeffrey Hill
Ellen Katz
Amanda Kukle
Dave Lieberman
Sanford Searleman
Scott Schwartz
Judith Metzner Shepherd

Cemetery Chair: Michael Seidel
Fundraising Co-Chairs: Susan Fox &
Sara Friedman
History Chair: Judith Metzner Shepherd
House Chair: Jeffrey Hill
Personnel Chair: David Lieberman
Project 21st Century Chair: Larry Silver
Ritual/Pulpit Chair: Jack Hellman
Security Co-Chairs: Katie Weaver &
Susan Fox

Temple’s rabbi and president will be
ex-officio members of all committees.

Thank you to the Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York for their generous
support of Temple Beth El and Temple Religious School.

REMINDER: The Shofar needs YOU!
Whether you have a question for the ‘Ask the Rabbi’ column, want to kvell about exciting
news, offer congratulations to someone, or write a book review, we’d love your input, your
words. Please help us keep The Shofar relevant and interesting!

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,
STEWART & RHODES, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
One Washington Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone (518) 792-2117

Temple Beth El
3 Marion Avenue
Glens Falls, New York
12801-2813

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rabbi Norman T. Mendel
Phone: 518-792-4364
Fax: 518-792-4336
office@glensfallstemple.com
www.GlensFallsTemple.com

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated,
traditional, intermarried & nontraditional families and individuals.

The Shofar
Editor: Phyllis Brown
Editors, Emerita:

Lois Hellman
Judith Metzner Shepherd
Editorial Assistant:

Katie Weaver

Writing for The Shofar? Think Ahead!
Writing something for The Shofar? REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES. Articles and announcements for The
Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrator, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired publication date.
The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the calendar page, but your
article should arrive as early as possible. The Shofar is published before the first day of each month, and
PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements.
Remember: If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as
early as the issue preceding the event. And if you are asking for volunteers, reservations, or advance ticket or
merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance. Even for
something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get The Shofar readers
to “save the date!”
The editors welcome letters and other reader contributions. E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com)
is preferred. Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment. If you lack internet access, you may
deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens
Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline.

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the November issue
of The Shofar is Tuesday, October 15!

