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High Holy Day Dates & Times 
Erev Rosh Hashanah & Oneg: 

Wednesday, September 4 at 8 p.m. 

Rosh Hashanah: 

Thursday, September 5 at 10 a.m.;  
Children’s Service at 1 p.m.; and Tashlich at 2 p.m. 

Memorial Service at Temple Beth El Cemetery: 

Sunday, September 8 at 11:30 a.m. 

Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidre): 

Friday, September 13 at 8 p.m. 

Yom Kippur: 

Saturday, September 14 at 10 a.m.; Children’s Service at 2 p.m.;  
Afternoon Service at 3 p.m.; Yizkor Memorial Service at 5 p.m.; 

Neilah and Closing Service at 6 p.m.; followed by “Break-the-Fast” 

 

Chai Society Breakfast Program 
 

Topic:  America's Five Worst Presidents 

Speaker:  Dr. Norman Enhorning, Professor Emeritus of History at SUNY 
Adirondack 

Date and Time:  Sunday, September 8th @ 9:00 am 

Summary:  Dr. Enhorning will first speak about how a number of 
professional historians have previously rated the five worst 
presidents.  Then Dr. Enhorning will give his personal view on the 
subject based upon which five presidents have done the most 
damage to American society. 

 

 

Happy 100th Birthday, Dr. Orel Friedman! 
 

The Glen at Hiland Meadows and the Friedman Family invite friends from Temple Beth 
El to a celebration of Dr. Orel Friedman's 100th Birthday. Orel's centennial reception will 
be held Monday, September 23, 2013 at The Glen at Hiland Meadows from 3 to 5 PM.  If 
you plan to attend, please RSVP to Katie at the Temple office by September 12th. 
 

Orel has requested no gifts please. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=LaBgcGhBAhUmhM&tbnid=qeVH2OQCDQEGPM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstantonssheetmusic.wordpress.com%2F2009%2F07%2F16%2Ftranslations-annotations-of-hebrew-texts%2F&ei=tTF
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Prayer for the New Year 
 

During this time of personal and communal reflection, I ask that we think about some of the special and precious 
moments that we have shared as a Congregation over the past year.  We have rejoiced at baby-namings, where we 
welcome children into a relationship with God, the Jewish people, and our community.  We have beamed with pride as 
our young members have participated in Jewish learning, created original liturgy, and accepted the responsibility of 
becoming B'nai Mitzvah.  We have celebrated weddings, birthdays, and anniversaries, and welcomed new members of 
the Jewish community and of our Congregation.  We have supported and consoled one another at times of illness and 
loss.  We have studied and worshiped together, gathering for joyous and solemn occasions.  There is a space for each of 
us in this Congregation, in this Temple, our home.  Let us demonstrate how much we care for this community, our 
friends, our neighbors.  Let us continue to celebrate our good times together and support and comfort all who need our 
help. 
 

For the New Year, I offer this blessing which, I hope, provides comfort and strength for the year that lies ahead: 

During this coming year: 

May you enjoy good health and happiness. 

May peace reign over our country 

And throughout the world.  

May you have a kiss from your beloved, 

A smile from a child, 

A warm cozy house 

With the aroma of good food baking in the oven. 

May you have wise governors and merciful tax collectors, 

Good friends and helpful neighbors. 

May you enjoy the fruits of your labors, 

Celebrate birthdays and anniversaries, 

And may the sun shine on your face—but not too much. 

May you see a rainbow. 

May your team score a goal. 

May the Sabbath Queen enter your home, 

And enable you to follow the teachings of the Torah with love. 

May you enjoy peace of mind, and may all your dreams be sweet ones. 

May the world be a better place because you are in it, 

And may you find delight: 

In reading a good book, 

Finding a good bargain, 

Doing a good deed, 

And giving charity with a free and open hand. 

Whenever it rains— 

May you have an umbrella, 

And may we meet on the streets of Jerusalem in the year to come. 

Shanah Tovah!! 

 

Rabbi Matthew Durbin 



 

Pizza In The Hut 
Please join us on  

Friday, September 20 at 6 p.m. for a Family Sukkot 

Service followed by pizza! 

(Please RSVP to Katie by Wednesday, September 18.) 

Members: 

2 and under: Free 

Ages 3-12: $5 

13+: $8 

Total not to exceed $18 per immediate family 

Non-Members: 

2 and under: Free 

Ages 3-12: $7 

13+: $10 

Total not to exceed $25 per 

immediate family 
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Torah Portions 
 

September 7 

Ha-azinu 

Shabbat Shuvah 

Deut. 32:1-52 

Pr. Hosea 14:2-10 

Micah 7:18-20 

Joel 2:15-27 
 

September 14 

Yom Kippur 

Yizkor 
 

September 21 

First Day Chol Hamoed Sukkot 
 

September 28 

Bereshit 

Gen. 1:1-6:8 

Pr. Is. 42:5-43:10 

 

10 Minutes of Torah 
 

Sign up to receive a one-page e-mail each day on a topic of Jewish interest. It 

only takes 10 minutes a day to get started on a lifelong journey. Spend 10 

minutes a day — and before you know it you’ll have completed 100 hours of 

Torah study!   All you need to do is find ten minutes a day to “do Torah.”  

Reform Jews committed to having Judaism in their daily lives are encouraged 

to participate in 10 minutes a day of personal connection to a Jewish text, 

issue or topic.  For example:  Monday—Reform Voices of Torah; Tuesday—

The Rhythm of Jewish Time; Wednesday—Israel Connection; Thursday—

Delving into Tfilah; Friday—Reform Judaism Q&A.  Select all five days or 

any combination.  Each weekday morning, an e-mail will be delivered to your 

inbox for you to study at your convenience.  Sign up for 10 Minutes of Torah 

by visiting: www.urj.org/learning/torah/ten.  Take your study of 10 Minutes 

of Torah to the next level by signing up for Eilu V’eilu. 

 

 

"Who among us is so busy that he cannot spend 10 minutes 

a day in the study of a Jewish text? Just 10 minutes? Such 

a commitment would enable us to meet our Jewish 

obligation to make Jewish study a fixed occurrence. If we 

make time to answer our cell phones a dozen times a day 

and to check our email five times an hour, surely we can find 10 minutes to 

contemplate sacred words that nourish the soul." -- Rabbi Eric Yoffie, 

November 8, 2003, 13 Cheshvan 5764 

 

 

Book Club 
 

Here are the books that we will be 
reading and discussing: 

 

September 10: The Light 
Between Oceans by M.L. 
Stedman 

 

October 8: San Miquel by T.C. 
Boy 

 
November 12: Zeitoun by Dave 
Eggers 

 

Happy reading,    

Karen Marks 

http://www.urj.org/learning/torah/ten
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September 2013 

SUN MON TUE WED THURS FRI SAT 

 1 2 

 

 

Labor Day 

 

3 

 

 

4 

8 p.m. Rosh 

Hashanah Service 

/ Oneg hosted by 

the Temple 

Community 

5 

10 a.m. Rosh 

Hashanah Service 

1 p.m. Children’s 

Service 

2 p.m. Tashlich 

6 

7 p.m. Shabbat 

Shuvah Shabbat 

Service / Oneg  

7 

 

8 

9 a.m. Chai 

Society 

Breakfast 

Program (Dr. 

Norm 

Enhorning) 

11:30 a.m. 
Memorial 

Service at 

Cemetery 

9 

 

10 

10 a.m. Book 

Club (The Light 

Between Oceans) 

 

12 p.m. 

Ritual/Pulpit 

Committee 

Meeting 

 

 

11 

4 p.m. Hebrew 

School at 

Synagogue 

 

 

 

12 

 

13 

8 p.m. Kol Nidre 

Service  

14 

10 a.m. Yom 

Kippur Service 

2 p.m. Children’s 

Service 

3 p.m. Afternoon 

Service 

5 p.m. Yizkor 

Service 

6 p.m. Neilah & 

Closing followed 

by Break-the-

Fast  

15 

9 a.m. 
Religious 

School at 

Temple 

12 p.m. Sukkah 

Decorating 

Party & Lunch 

16 

 

17 18 

No Hebrew 

School  

19 20 

6 p.m. Sukkot 

Service / Pizza in 

the Hut / Oneg 

hosted by Levin 

Family in 

celebration of 

Grant’s birthday 

21 

11 a.m. Service 

and apple-

picking, Hick’s 

Orchard, 

Granville, NY 

22 

9 a.m. 
Religious 

School at 

Temple 

23 

3 p.m. 
Celebration of 

Dr. Orel 

Friedman’s 

100th Birthday, 

The Glen at 

Hiland 

Meadows 

24 

7 p.m. Temple 

Board Meeting 

25 

4 p.m. Hebrew 

School at 

Synagogue 

26 27 

7 p.m. Simchat 

Torah Service / 

Oneg Hosts to be 

Announced 

28 

 

29 

9 a.m. 
Religious 

School at 

Temple 

30    
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Temple Beth El History 
“Decade” 

 

 

[This is an excerpt from a “Beth-El history paper” written by Ella Cline, covering the period from December, 1935, through May, 

1937.  She called it, “The Second Decade.”] 
 

So August passed very pleasantly indeed – and profitably.  With September came the ever-recurring 

problem of discovering a rabbi who would come for the modest stipend we could offer.  Officers of the 

congregation, while on business trips to New York, investigated the matter; but, only when we described 

our situation to Mrs. May, did we come in contact with a young rabbi to whom our offer was attractive, 

and who pleased the people here. 
 

This young rabbi was Rabbi Bertram Klausner, American born and educated, trained for the rabbinate in 

the Hebrew Union College at Cincinnati.  This was his first resident post. 
 

The High Holydays began on September 16 in 1936.  Our pulpit was banked with glowing flowers, mostly from the flower gardens 

at “Abenia” [the Lake George summer home of the family of Temple member Adolph Ochs.]  Members of the household of 

“Abenia” filled two entire front rows – this is mentioned here because the imposing home above the lake stands now empty – and 

Rabbi Klausner's sermons and his manner of conducting the services pleased us all.  We felt as we invariably do of being at home 

in our Temple.  Again, hope awakened in us:  possibly this young rabbi might adjust himself to our conditions and needs and 

remain for several years.  But we did not let that hope take deep root, for we had been disappointed too often. . . . 
 

The executive committee wished that the winter activities continue with the enthusiasm of the summer and planned carefully for 

the first meeting in September, when many new members were to be present.  Since flowers had helped to make the silver tea so 

very effective, it was decided to have many flowers from our gardens to enhance the first meeting and to present each new 

member with a flower corsage.  The officers elected in May were installed in September, and there was a musical program 

arranged by the Chairman of Educational Programs.  So the season began with enthusiasm. 
 

The men were as eagerly active as the women.  The Temple was repaired, the heating system enlarged and a mechanical stoker 

installed, the cost to be paid in installments covering three years.  The last winter was comparatively mild.  The Temple was 

heated evenly and comfortably at all times, which was a great improvement on past winters, no matter how mild. 
 

Our religious school functioned with renewed vigor under Rabbi Klausner, with teachers paid by the Sisterhood.  Rabbi Klausner 

successfully organized a youth group that met for intellectual and social recreation every other Sunday evening in the home of a 

member or in the Temple Home Room.  A small Hebrew conversation class was revived.  A discussion group for older folk did 

not work out so well and was abandoned after the first meeting. 
 

The fall and winter continued with the enthusiasm and vigor that had distinguished the summer.  Much of the success of the 

season was due to the chairmen of committees, all of whom worked intelligently and loyally. The reports of the religious school 

were especially encouraging.  The educational program in charge of Mrs. Gelman helped to make each meeting interesting.  To 

miss a meeting was to miss an enjoyable, as well as a profitable, evening. 
 

There were the monthly parties in the Home Room and many small parties in homes for the benefit of the Sisterhood – so that 

the winter was gay.  To maintain a resident rabbi, the Sisterhood must be of even greater financial aid than in former years.  We 

set our mark at a thousand dollars, if possible. 
 

On Purim, the children of the religious school gave an operetta, if you please, elaborately staged and costumed.  Their dear, sweet 

voices pleased parents and friends.  Lillian Yaffe had patiently trained the youngsters.  Paul Knapp had much to do with the stage 

effects.  Real hamantaschen were served with the refreshments – an ideal Purim! 
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Contributions 
 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In memory of Lillian Leibman: 

Florence Handen 

Allan & Judy Korot 

Ronni Kudan Shelley 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

Larry Silver 

Dr. Orel Friedman 

Elaine Sommo 

Daniel & Amy Hoffenberg 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Sandy & Martha Searleman 

Matthew & Tracey Hoffenberg 

Sunny Buchman 

Sheldon & Louise Binns 

Eleanor Elliott 

Ronald & Amy Israel Sohn 

The Levy Family 
 

In honor of Jack & Lois Hellman’s 50th anniversary: 

Howard & Jennifer Nadler 

Jay & Hilary Wasserman 

Ruth Heller 
 

In memory of Michael Ginsburg: 

Richard & Sheila Garlen 

George Hoffis, Jr. 

John Hoffman 

John & Stephanie Mason 

Kurt Gilman & Anne Bearor 

Linda McCollister 

Dick & Betty Berke 

Tony & Ann (Willis) Brockelman 
 

In Honor of Those 80 Years Young or Older: 

The Levy Family 

 

 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In Memory of Rae Segan: 

Sonny Segan 
 

In Memory of C.H. Nystrom: 

Mace Comora 
 

In Memory of Gertrude Strassman: 

Mace Comora 
 

In Memory of Harold Yanklowitz: 

David & Carol Aronson 
 

In Memory of Blanche Silver: 

Sandy Terwilliger 

Larry Silver 
 

In Memory of Paul I. Peal: 

Marta Flaum 
 

In Honor of Brooke French Becoming a Bat Mitzvah: 

Myron & Barbara Rapaport 
 

In Memory of Bertha Greenman: 

Phil & Erma Gordon 
 

In Appreciation of Temple Beth El’s Warmth and 

Hospitality: 

Alan & Leslie Chibnik 
 

In Honor of Judith Metzner Shepherd: 

Ruth Heller 
 

In Honor of Zoee Nadler Becoming a Bat Mitvah: 

Maureen Monahan Chase 
 

In Memory of Margaret Reeves: 

Sandy Terwilliger 

Larry Silver 
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We Remember 
 
 

Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals 

will be recited in Temple on the noted dates: 
 

September 6 

*Fanny Kaplan Breslaw, Barnett Dmocher, 

Jacquelyn Efram, *Philip Gelfand, Robert B. 

Glasser, Celia P. Horelick, *Nathan Jacobson, 

*Oscar Kalman Kraus, Bertha Lebow, Edna Little, 

*Betty Ovitz, George Pacter, *Robert A. Patrick, 

Ruth Savitz, Irving Schulwolf, Steven Charles 

Scolnik, Belle Searleman, Herman Stichman, 

Siegfried Wordschild 
 

September 13 

*Jennie Armour, *Mina Avrin, Charles 

Cambridge, *Michael A. Corton, *Lillian Fenster, 

Dow Gill, *Julia Jacobson, *Annette Kaufman, 

David Levine, *Dr. Wolf Maslon, *Sylvia Parker, 

Helen L. Patack, Julius N. Persk  
 

September 20 

Walter K. Cohen, *Jack Didakow, Norman 

Didakow, Rose Dmocher, *Sophie Erlanger, *Mae 

Goldberg, Nellie Goldsmith, Esther Budelo Hazan, 

*Leonard E. Leopold, Molly Metviner, John 

Travis Mulligan, Mildred Proller, Marie 

Rosensweig, *Sidney Rosoff, *Ida Schulman, 

*Rebecca Silverman, Nathan Stillman 
 

September 27 

Dorothy Frank, *Dora Garlen, Becky Israel, *Sam 

Langbert, *Esther Maslon, Abram Pock, *Marion 

Schwartz, *Mark Silver, Morris Silverstein, 

*Eileen Slawsby, Miles Solomon, Fannie 

Steinberg, *Bertha Yanowitz 
 

(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary) 

Contributions 
 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In Honor of Louise Binns: 

Martin Arnstein 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In Appreciation of Temple Beth El: 

Elizabeth Solomon 
 

In Appreciation of Katie Weaver and Rabbi Matt for all 

they did to make Brooke’s Bat Mitzvah weekend a success: 

Michele & Kibby French 
 

In Honor of Rabbi Durbin: 

Howard, Jennifer, Zoee, & Cooper Nadler 
 

In Honor of Rabbi Matthew Durbin on his Birthday: 

Jack & Lois Hellman 

 

Apple-Picking to Honor Sukkot! 

Saturday, September 21 at 11 a.m. 
 

Sukkot is the last of the three pilgrimage 
festivals.  Like Passover and Shuavu’ot, 
Sukkot has a dual significance: historical and 

agricultural.  Historically, Sukkot 
commemorates the forty-year period during 

which the children of Israel were wandering in 
the desert, living in temporary shelters.  
Agriculturally, Sukkot is a harvest festival and 

is sometimes referred to as the Festival of 

Ingathering.   

Please gather with me as we celebrate on 
Saturday, September 21 at 11 a.m. for a 

special Sukkot family-friendly service at Hicks 
Apple Orchard in Granville.  We will then 

spend the rest of the day apple-picking in 
celebration and in honor of Sukkot and this 

agricultural harvest!   

I look forward to seeing you all there! 

Rabbi Matt 
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Cholla Recipe 
 

Karen Davda, Jeff Levy’s sister, recently 

found this recipe for “Cholla” and sent it on 

to her cousin Jack Hellman. Sometime in 

the late 1960’s, Mary Hellman (Jack’s 

mother) typed and sent the recipe to her 

sister Sophie Greenberg (Jeff’s 

grandmother) shortly after their mother 

had passed away. Baylee, mentioned in the 

recipe/note, is Jack’s sister. Baylee 

welcomed her “Bubbe” into her home and 

learned how to make Challah during the 

precious days they spent together. For 

those of us who knew Bubbe Ida Cohen, 

Mary, and Sophie, the note brings back very 

sweet memories of our family. Even if you 

didn’t know the Cohen-Greenberg-Hellman 

family, the note gives a hint of the devotion 

of two daughters for their mother. 

 

Note: Bubbe probably spelled Challah in the 

way shown. She was an immigrant who had 

fluent command of the English language. She 

probably was not taught to spell English. 

Bubbe measured the salt by the handful. Baylee measured the exact amount and uses the same recipe to this 

day although in smaller proportions. I did not understand the amount of sugar required for the yeast 

mixture until I recalled Bubbe never used measuring spoons. This is how she measured sugar: she would 

turn the sack of sugar on its side and then would stick a regular dinner knife into the sugar, making sure the 

blade was perfectly horizontal as she withdrew it from the sugar sack so that a small amount of sugar 

remained balanced on the knife blade. She would then use the sugar that remained on the bottom two 

inches of the blade. The knife was probably silver but I doubt it would make a difference if it wasn’t. 

 

Finally, there is the reference to the “sacrifice piece.” According to the web-site about.com, it was probably 

done “in remembrance of the portion given to God (through the Temple priests) in ancient times. This ritual 

reminds us that sustenance ultimately comes from God and transforms baking bread into a spiritual act.” 

 

The editors invite anyone with fond memories of their grandparents and others to submit memories for 

publication in future issues of the Shofar. 

 

Lois Hellman 

http://about.com/
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Origins of Rosh HaShanah 
(From urj.org.) 

 

The origins of Rosh HaShanah are found in the Bible.  The Book of Leviticus (23:24-25) declares: “In the seventh month, on the first 
day of the month, you shall observe a day of rest, a memorial proclaimed with the blowing of the shofar, a holy convocation.”  
Although this day eventually became Rosh HaShanah, the Jewish New Year, it was not originally known as such. 
 

In ancient times, there were four “new years” in the Jewish calendar. Each had a distinct significance: 
 

*     The first of the Hebrew month of Nisan, the New Year of Kings, was the date used to calculate the number of years a given king 
had reigned. 
*     The first of the Hebrew month of Elul was the new year for tithing of cattle, a time when one of every 10 cattle was marked and 
offered as a sacrifice to God. 
*     The first of the Hebrew month of Tishrei was the agricultural new year, or the New Year of the Years. 
*     The 15th of the Hebrew month of Sh’vat, known as Tu BiSh’vat, was the New Year of the Trees. 
 

Although the Torah refers to Nisan as the first month of the Jewish year, the first day of the month of Tishrei emerged as what we 
now know as Rosh HaShanah. 
 

The Babylonians, among whom the Jews lived, marked a “Day of Judgment” each year.  They believed that, on that day, a convocation 
of their deities assembled in the temple of the god Marduk. These gods, they held, renewed the world and judged each human being, 
inscribing the fate of every individual on the tablet of destiny. The legend was a powerful one, and Jews most likely borrowed 
elements from it in shaping Rosh HaShanah. The meeting of many deities evolved into a belief that the one God judged every Jew on 
that day, immediately inscribing the completely righteous in the Book of Life and consigning the completely wicked to a sad fate. 
Those “in between,” however, had ten days, concluding on Yom Kippur, in which to repent before the Book of Life was sealed for the 
New Year. 
 

In addition to the biblical “holy convocation” and the transformed Babylonian “Day of Judgment,” the first of Tishrei also was 
associated with the anniversary of the creation of the world, Yom Harat Olam. For these three compelling reasons, the first day of the 
seventh month ultimately became the “official” Jewish New Year. 
 

It was not until about the second century C.E. that the holiday acquired the name Rosh HaShanah, which first appeared in the 
Mishnah. Before then, however, the day had many other designations. The oldest name, found in the Torah (Numbers 29:1) is Yom 
T’ruah (Day of Sounding the Shofar). Two other names, undoubtedly reflecting Babylonian influence, were Yom HaZikaron (Day of 
Remembrance) and Yom HaDin (Day of Judgment). While those terms are still preserved in the liturgy and rabbinic literature, Jews 
all over the world today usually refer to Rosh HaShanah as the Jewish New Year. 

 

Mitzvah Project 
 

For my Mitzvah Project, I donated my time to 

Camp Under The Woods in Queensbury.  Camp 

Under the Woods is a camp for special needs 

children and it helps them before school starts to 

get back into a routine and making new friends.  I 

helped the students with their many activities that 

Camp Under The Woods offer.  I went for 3 days 

and I helped in the group with children the ages 3-8 

and it was a great experience and a really good 

time.  Helping the children was fun and they didn't 

just get to play so did I!  I got to do the arts and 

crafts and games and activities with them to help 

and demonstrate what to do! It was a great 

experience and I would love to volunteer to help 

out again! 
 

Brooke French 

 

Latke Fest 
 

LatkeFest 2013 is coming (December 1)…and we need you!  

LatkeFest attracts over 200 people to Temple Beth El for 

latkes, desserts and excitement. Each year volunteers help 

shape the event, thus increasing the fun and attendance. Plans 

are now underway for the 3rd annual LatkeFest and the 

committee chairs seek your input and assistance. Interested in 

being a part of the committee?  Contact Mark Fleischer at 

either (518)222-8972 or Fleischer.mark@gmail.com. 

Crafter’s Club 
 

The monthly Crafter's Club will meet on Monday, October 
7 at 10 a.m..  As always, we welcome new attendees. 
Pack up your latest artsy-craftsy endeavors and enjoy a 
relaxing morning of camaraderie, conversation, 
and creativity!  

Knitting, beading, scrapbooking, doodling, 
crocheting, sewing; any creative project is 
welcome at Crafter's Club! 
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Temple-Synagogue Religious School Update 

School is in Session!! 
 

Welcome to a new year of TSRS!  The school year will kick off on Sunday September 15, 2013 at 
9:00 a.m.  Families are welcome and encouraged to stay for the Consecration Ceremony.  Please 
stay and visit with other parents and enjoy a quiet morning. 

A few reminders before the start of the school year:  Please come upstairs to drop your child off 
and to pick them up.  This is for their safety and so that if the teacher needs to speak to you there 
is an opportunity to do so.  Also, no cell phone or other electronic use during school hours.  If there 
is an emergency please feel free to call my cell phone. 

In past years we have been able to discuss the High Holidays before they occur and help students 
understand the significance.  This year the High Holidays are over before the school year 
starts.  Please take a few minutes and talk with your child about their education goals, personal 
goals and what they want to change this year.  

Registration forms were mailed out and we are waiting to get more back before finalizing 
classes.  Based on last year’s enrollment we will be combining some classes.  I hope that you have 
a chance to complete the registration forms and get them back to Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El 
before the beginning of the school year so that we can have enough staff for the students. 

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me via email at 
jfsteuer@hotmail.com, at home 518-453-5690 or on my cell phone at 518-932-9714.  

I look forward to seeing you soon! 
 

Jennifer Steuer 
TSRS Director 

 

 

Mazel Tov! 
 

 

Mazel Tov to Drs. Brian (son of Temple members Dr. and Mrs. Jay Wasserman) and Allison 
Wasserman on the birth of their daughter,  Annabel Rose Wasserman.  

 

Mazel Tov to Brooke French, daughter of Kibby and Michele French, for becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah on July 6, 2013. 

 

Mazel Tov to Zoee Nadler, daughter of Howard and Jennifer Nadler, for becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah on August 10, 2013. 

 

Mazel Tov to Tyler & Jonathan Weaver, sons of Chris and Temple Administrative Assistant 
Katie Weaver.  Tyler won the Hudson Falls Free Library’s “Dig into Reading” contest for the 
fifth consecutive year by reading 63 books in six weeks and Jonathan won for the second 
consecutive year by reading 50 books in six weeks. 
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R. Cohen Recycling, Inc. 

38 Geer Street 

Glens Falls, NY 12801 

518-792-2010 

 

Scrap Metal Processors 

 

Member of 

Appreciation 
 

To Deena Gill for hosting an Oneg in 

July in honor of her grandchildren. 

To Bruce & Ellen Katz for hosting 

an Oneg in July in memory of Samuel 

Katz. 

To Howard & Jennifer Nadler for 

hosting an Oneg in August in 

celebration of Zoee becoming a Bat 

Mitzvah. 

To the Temple Board of Trustees for 

hosting an Oneg in August in 

celebration of Rabbi Durbin’s 

birthday. 

To Richard Yulman for sponsoring 

an Oneg in August in memory of 

Morton Yulman. 

 

Can You Read This? 

That Means You Can Help a Child  

Love to Read! 
 

In just one hour a week you can help a kindergarten—third 

grade student in an elementary school in the Albany, 

Schenectady, or Troy school district learn to love reading. 

Take part in this rewarding tikkun olam program and help a 

child succeed.  Join the Capital Region Jewish Coalition for 

Literacy ROAR program as a volunteer reading coach reading 

one-on-one and make a difference in a child’s life. 

For more information on becoming a volunteer and to receive 

an invitation to the Kick-OFF and training program, September 

17, please call Robyn Easton, CR Department, 783-7800 ext. 

231. 

Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York 

The Golub Center 

184 Washington Avenue Ext | Albany NY 12203-5306 

518.783.7800 | fax 518.783.1557 

www.jewishfedny.org 

info@jewishfedny.org 
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Fall 2013 Classes 
 

Judaic Differences 
Come explore the major differences and similarities among the different streams of Judaism 
– the Reform, Conservative and Orthodox Movements. 
Wednesday, October 16th at 6 p.m. 
 
21-40ish Wine and Cheese Havdallah at Rabbis Durbin 
Let’s celebrate the joy of Shabbat and come together to bless the new week 
with Havdallah, followed by drinks and desserts, at Downtown City Tavern in Glens Falls.  This 
is a chance to mingle, socialize, and form strong connections and relations with friends and 
members of the community. 
Saturday, October 26th at 8 p.m. 
 
Grappling with the Gemara 
This two-session class will involve a general discussion of the formation and creation of the 
Talmud and what the rabbis’ ultimate goal was in producing such a vast amount of 
material.  It will explore the origins, development, and construction of the Gemara under the 
backdrop of historical events which led to its creation and development.  NO TALMUDIC 
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY—JUST A DESIRE TO LEARN! 
Tuesdays, October 29th and November 5th, at 6 p.m. 
 
Rabbi’s Believe it or Not! 
This two-session class will explore the early notions of the Blood Libel as it manifest itself in 
England and throughout continental Europe and the Middle East, and how it found itself in 
the United States.  This course will examine the myths, stereotypes, and stories which led to 
the Blood Libel, how the Jewish communities responded, and why there is such negativity 
towards the term itself. 
Wednesdays, October 30th and November 6th, at 6 p.m. 
  
Israeli Film Night 
Back, by popular demand, is our beloved Israeli Film Night.  To start off our New Year, Temple 
will be showing The Lemon Tree (2008), the story of a Palestinian widow who must defend 
her lemon tree field when a new Israeli Defense Minister moves next to her and threatens to 
have her lemon grove torn down. 
Sunday, November 3rd at 5 p.m. 
 
Everything You wanted to ask your Bubbe, but were afraid to ask! 
Are there rituals or practices within Judaism that you are struggling with?  Do you have 
questions you want answered or discussed?  This class is an informal discussion, where major 
Jewish practices will be explored and answers sought.  Please bring any questions or areas 
that you wish to explore, so that we can have a deeper understanding and appreciation of 
Jewish life.  Please being your enthusiasm, energy, and queries to the class. 
(Taught by Rabbi Rose Durbin) 
Monday, December 2nd, and if there is interest, December 9th, at 6 p.m. 
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Fall 2013 Classes 
 

Jumping into Judaism 
This three-session class provides an overview of over 6,000 years of Jewish history.  Come for 
a refresher or to expand your knowledge of Judaism, beginning with the story of creation and 
leading up to the creation of the modern State of Israel. 
Wednesdays, December 4th, 11th, and 18th, at 6 p.m. 
 
Reading Rabbinic Literature—Swimming through the Sources 
Have you ever wondered what rabbinic literature is?   How is it organized and 
compiled?  What are the major sources?  This class will explore a variety of rabbinic 
literature, how it is used, and the major themes and issues with which the rabbis were 
writing.  It is an exploration of Jewish sources, how they can provide meaning, relevancy, and 
value for us today. 
Sundays, December 8th and 15th, at 5 p.m. 
 
Beginner and Intermediate Hebrew 
If you are interested in improving your Hebrew, don’t know where to start, or you want a 
refresher in Hebrew, please contact Rabbi Durbin so that he might be able to assist you along 
your journey.  Classes will be offered for those starting from scratch and for those who have 
some proficiency in Hebrew but wish to learn more.  The only requirement is a sincere desire 
to learn! 
By request 

 

 
All classes require pre-registration.   

If less than five people are enrolled, that class will be cancelled. 

 For more information or to register, please contact Katie at the Temple office at  
tbegfny@gmail.com or (518) 792-4364. 
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Happy Birthday! 
 

Sylvia Wodicka (9/9), Leah Conklin (9/11), Stephen 

Adler (9/11), Aaron Friedman (9/16), Elaine Charhon 

(9/18), Grant Levin (9/20 – 6 years old!), 

Cooper Nadler (9/21 – 8 years old!), 

Karen Marks (9/21), Katie Weaver 

(9/22), Camden Wolfield (9/28 – 7 years 

old!), Dr. Bill Brender (9/29), Linda 

Friedman (9/30), Dr. Orel Friedman 

(9/30 – 100 years old!) 

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,  

STEWART & RHODES, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

One Washington Street 

Glens Falls, NY  12801 

Phone (518) 792-2117 

 

Happy Anniversary!! 
 

Mike & Lynn Seidel (9/1 – 46 years) 

Joel & Gail Solomon (9/8 – 39 years) 

Jonathan & Dale Nemer (9/13 – 32 years) 

Harlan & Jennifer Steuer (9/18 – 8 years) 

Philip & Erma Gordon (9/26 – 44 years) 

 

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home 

 

53 Quaker Road 

Queensbury, New York 12804 

P: 518-792-1114 

F: 518-792-1287 
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Temple-Synagogue Religious School Board 
 

President: Ellen Katz 

Director: Jennifer Steuer 

Temple Board Members: Elissa Eichin, Ellen Katz, David Lieberman, Jennifer Nadler 

Synagogue Board Members: Ben Cohen, Mitchell Cohen, Melissa Korot, Dolly Morrissey,  
Bonnie Yanklowitz 

 

Officers & Board of Trustees 
 

President: Stephen Adler 

Vice President: Matt Levin 

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Immediate Past President: Barbara Rosoff 

Trustees: Mark Fleischer, Jack Hellman, Jeffrey Hill, Sue Lieberman, Jennifer Nadler, Sanford Searleman, 
Scott Schwartz, Judith Metzner Shepherd, Larry Silver 

 

 

Committees 
 

Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman 

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel 

Membership Chair, David Lieberman 

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly 

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd 

House Chair, Larry Silver 

 

Rabbi Durbin and  
President Stephen Adler will be  

ex-officio members of all committees. 

 

 

Donna LaFrance 

Owner/Operator 

(518) 743-1722 

www.donnastuftpretzels.com 

 

 

Get Well Soon 
 

Kayra Balente, Erica Bartholomew, Donald Bartlett, 
Dan Beldy, Jean Berg, Marcus Berg, Louise Binns, 
Ronald Binns, Robin Cohen, Mia Corton, Maureen 
Estberg, Elaine Faller, Victor Friedman, Nettie 
Furman, Alan Gartner, Dawn Gideon, Jacqueline 
Gordon, Mark Grunblatt, Seth Gutman, Anita 
Johnson, Sheldon Kramer, Howard Krantz, Elliott 
Lang, Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Levy, Diane Martin, 
Leonard Meyers, John Mowka, Richard Muller, 
Suzanne Murphy, Lester Nadler, Paul Offricht, 
Jessica Panebianco, Leo Ritter, Edie Rudnick, Bob 
Savarin, Sonny Segan, David Setzer, 
April Solomon, Jennifer Steuer, 
Jane Stuebing, Alfred Supe, Judy 
Supe, Carole Wells, Jared Winchell 



 

3 Marion Avenue 
Glens Falls, New York      

12801-2813 

Phone: 518-792-4364 

Fax: 518-792-4336 

E-mail: tbegfny@gmail.com 

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated, 

traditional, intermarried & non-

traditional families and individuals. 

Temple Beth El 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Rabbi Matthew J. Durbin 

The Shofar 
Editors: 

 Phyllis Brown 
 Lois Hellman 

 Judith Metzner Shepherd 

Editorial Assistant: 

 Katie Weaver 

Writing for the Shofar?  Think Ahead! 
 
Writing something for the Shofar?  REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES.  Articles and announcements for the 

Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired 

publication date.  The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the 

Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible.  The Shofar is published before the first day of 

each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements. 

 

Remember:  If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as 

early as the issue preceding the event.  And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket 

or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance.  Even for 

something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers 

to “save the date”! 

 

The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions.  E-mail submission (tbegfny@gmail.com) is preferred.  

Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment.  If you lack internet access, you may deliver or mail 

your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens Falls, NY 12801, to 

arrive prior to the deadline. 

 

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the October issue of the Shofar is 

Monday, September 16! 


