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Seasons of Our Joys 

 

Many years ago, I had a roommate from law school who had been born and raised in 

a secular Jewish family. Yiddish was spoken, the immigrant roots were honored and 

pride in being Jewish was never an issue. At the time we met, my friend had never set 

foot in a Hebrew school, temple or synagogue. So, when his Lithuanian-born 

grandmother died, my friend was at a loss as to how to properly mourn her passing. 

However, since his bubbe passed on the eve of the Festival of shavu’ot, the rabbi 

associated with the funeral home had counseled his family not to sit shiva, since the 

Holy Day annuls private grief. Nonplussed, my friend followed this directive which 

was, to be sure, in accord with normative halakhah (Jewish law). 
 

The Jewish theology which holds that the joy of Jewry supersedes mourning by 

individuals, families, communities—and even the whole Jewish nation—is a tenet at 

which the modern temperament balks. Our losses in the contemporary world are felt 

so keenly on a personal level that most people rebel at the primacy of a collective 

exaltation which would trump the agonizing departure of a loved one. (And, as a 

matter of pastoral rabbinic practice, I have never instructed mourning families to still 

their grief during Jewish festivals.) 
 

This month, as we join the rest of our tribe in Israel and throughout the diaspora to 

usher in the new year 5776, we are drawn into an annual oscillating cycle of joy-to-oy

-to-joy. The Hebrew new year is supposed to be sweet and filled with the glad 

prospect of starting anew. But just ten days later, we are expected to offer up an 

inventory of sins and failings, an exercise which is anything but joyful. Then, the 

reverberation of the last shofar blast has not ebbed before we begin to nail together 

the sukkah for the Festival of Huts (sukkot), a biblical harvest holy day which the 

classical prayer book denotes as z’man simchateinu—“the season of our rejoicing.” 

And hag hasukkot concludes with sh’mini atzeret-simchat torah, a jubilant dance with 

the Scroll around the sanctuary. 
 

On the historical Jewish calendar, of course, the intense happiness exhibited at the 

major festivals is offset by the liturgical insertion of the Memorial Service (yizkor) at 

Yom Kippur and on shemini hag ha’atzeret, so that Jews should not forget the 

forebears who first brought us to mark the season of our joys in the Jewish house.  

 

But, unlike our singular and unique griefs for each and all of our loved ones, the 

jubilation which Israel (both the Land and the People) celebrates during the month of 

tishrei is a collective joy. As Jews of this generation, we unite with Jews of every 

other generation in celebrating a new year of life, health, prosperity and peace. And, 
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Seasons of Our Joys 
[Continued from page 1] 

 

to borrow a phrase from Arthur Waskow, we conclude this “season of our joy” by remembering Jerusalem, 

the fecundity of the Land and the eternal Scroll which links us with our folk everywhere as a nation “created 

in the Divine Image.” (A.D. Gordon) 
 

So, in 5776, may we all be blessed with a sweet write-up in life’s book! 
 

l’shanah m’tukah, 

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald 

President’s Message 
Summer at Temple Beth El can be a little quieter than other times of the year, but as we roll into August, 

we are picking up the pace and plotting our course towards the High Holidays. Thanks to everyone who is 

putting in extra time this year. Our ritual committee and our Rabbi reading and reviewing our new High 

Holy Days machzorim (prayer books). Thanks to our Music Director, the Choir and our Cantorial 

Soloist for all the hard work and practice over the summer. Thanks to all our congregants that led services 

in July while the Rabbi was on vacation. From everything I have heard, each week served as a way to 

energize our congregants as they prepared and led services for our Congregation. This is something we 

need to continue well into the future. 
 

I want to share a story, an observation, from the recent August Family Service. Grant Levin, my younger 

son, was honored for his upcoming 8thbirthday. So we invited his best friend, Brady, to come to services 

with us. In true Grant fashion, he insisted on sitting in the front row of the Sanctuary, much to my chagrin. 

I am a back-of-the-Sanctuary kind of guy. As we prepared to recite the mishebeirach, Rabbi asked if I 

could help take out the Torah, as it is a tradition to offer a prayer of healing in the presence of the Torah. (I 

think this is a great reminder of why we say this prayer with such conviction, the Torah requires us to be 

overtly concerned about the health and well-being of our neighbors.) As I stood on the Bimah, holding one 

of our precious Torahs, I could see the look of awe on Brady’s face. This was most likely the first time he 

had ever seen a Torah. I could even read his lips, as he nudged Grant and asked “What is that?” Talk about 

pride as you watch your son proudly whisper one fact after another about our Torah to his friend. 
  

I think this story is fitting as we head towards September. It is a great reminder of the amazing work our 

religious school is doing year after year, helping to impart a love and knowledge of Judaism in our 

children. As we look toward the High Holy Days--the yamim hanora'im--the Days of Awe, I can’t wait for 

all of us to have that same look, as we stand together, taking out our Torahs, reminding us of our primary 

mission, preserving and carrying on our tradition of Torah! 
    

L'shanah tovah 

Matt Levin 
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Condolences 
 

Alan Gartner of New York City passed away on 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015, at the age of 80. Survivors 

include his daughter, Temple Beth El member Rachel 

(Suzanne Seay) Gartner and grandsons, Henry and 

Charlie Gartner. 
 

Ira Jacobson of Boca Raton, FL (formerly of Glens 

Falls, NY) passed away on Tuesday, August 4, 2015, 

at the age of 74. Ira was predeceased by his wife of 

48 years, Marlene Mandel Jacobson. Survivors 

include his children, Jessica Jacobson and Michael 

(Patricia) Jacobson, and grandsons, Nikolas and 

Alexander. 
 

Patricia Ann (Fountaine) Campbell of Hudson 

Falls, NY passed away on Wednesday, August 12, 

2015, at the age of 79. Survivors include her sister, 

Temple Beth El member Martha (Sandy) Searleman. 
 

Ronald Binns of Troy, NY passed away on Sunday, 

August 16, 2015, at the age of 57. Survivors include 

his parents, Temple Beth El members Sheldon & 

Louise Binns, his siblings, Sandra (Alan) Gutman 

and Lawrence (Janine) Binns, and his nephews, Seth 

Gutman and Cruz Binns.  

Would you like to 

Kvell*?  
Please tell us about the achievements of your own 

children, grandchildren, nephews, and nieces or 

even those of your friends. If they are alumni of 

our religious school we can share your pride. If 

not, we can share your happiness.  

Among the things you might wish to tell us are - 

where they went to school and any degrees or 

accomplishments, military service, travels, 

current place of residence, names of spouses or 

partners and names and ages of their children. 

Tell us about their careers and their lives.  

Just type them up and send them to Katie for 

inclusion in a future edition of the Shofar.  

 

*kvell: to beam with intense pride and pleasure, 
most commonly over the achievement of a child 
or grandchild.  

The Siegel Family Kvells 
Our grandson, Ray Futia, has graduated from 

Binghamton University Summa Cum Laude! He 

was recognized for excellence in undergraduate 

research and for undergraduate student excellence 

by New York State's Chancellor. Ray is the 

recipient of a National Science Foundation 

fellowship and has been accepted into Stanford 

University, where he will continue his research in 

Biology towards his Ph.D. (Unfortunately, this 

begins before the Jewish holidays commence this 

year so he will not be Temple’s Shofar Blower 

this year.) 

Our Shofar Blower has done us proud!! 

L'Shona Tova! 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

 

New Members 
 

      Mace & Sue Comora 

 

Thank You! 
 

My heartfelt appreciation and sincere gratitude to 

congregants and friends of Temple Beth El and 

Congregation Shaaray Tefila for all their support 

with healing wishes, calls, and/or visits with my dear 

friend Hans Cherney during his health challenges 

and Hospice Care. 

Bonnie Yanklowitz 
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September 2015 
SUN MON TUE WED THURS FRI SAT 

  1 

7 p.m.  

Ritual / Pulpit 
Committee 
Meeting 

2 3 4 

6 p.m.  
Family Service / 
Potluck Dinner / 
oneg hosted by 
Rabbi & Cathy 

5 

10:30 a.m.  
Torah Study 

6 p.m.  
Selichot Service 

6 

6:30 p.m.  

Choir 
Rehearsal 

7 

Labor Day 

8 

10 a.m.  

Book Club  
(The Invention of 
Wings by Sue 
Monk Kidd) 

9 10 11 

7 p.m.  
Welcome 
Members Service 
/ oneg  

12 

10:30 a.m.  
Torah Study 

13 

8 p.m.  
Erev Rosh 
Hashanah 
Service / oneg 

14 

10 a.m.  
Rosh 
Hashanah 
Service 

3 p.m. 
Children’s 
Service 

4 p.m.  
Tashlich 

15 

 

16 

Shofar Deadline 

17 18 

7 p.m.  
Shabbat Service / 
oneg hosted by 
Richard & Janette 
Goldstein  

 

19 

10:30 a.m.  
Torah Study 

20 

9:30 a.m.  

Chai Society 
Breakfast (Guest 

Speaker:  

Dr. Norm 
Enhorning) 

11:30 a.m. 
Memorial 
Service at 
Temple’s 
Cemetery  

 

21 

 

22 

8 p.m.  
Kol Nidre Service 

23 

10 a.m. Yom 
Kippur Service 

2 p.m. Children’s 
Service 

3 p.m.  
Afternoon 
Service, Yizkor 
Memorial 
Service, Neilah, 
Closing Service, 
Break-the-Fast 

24 25 

7 p.m.  
Shabbat Service  

26 

10:30 a.m.  
Torah Study 

27 

9:15 a.m.  
First Day of 
Temple 
Religious School 

10 a.m. 

Congregational 
Meeting 

28 

Sukkot 

29 

7 p.m.  

Temple Board 
Meeting 

30 
 

Save the Dates: 
 

Friday, October 2 at 6 p.m.:  

Family Sukkot Service / Pizza in the Hut 
 

Friday, October 9 at 7 p.m.:  

Simchat Torah Service 
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Welcome to the 2015-2016 “NEW & IMPROVED”  

Temple Religious School  
Reform Jewish Enrichment Program 

 

The Temple Religious School (“TRS”) Committee, Director, Staff, and Rabbi Ronald welcome all children 

to the first day of our “New & Improved” Religious School on Sunday, September 27, 2015. We will be 

providing classes for grades Pre-K to Grade 8. Pre-Confirmation, Confirmation Classes, and teen activities 

will be offered based on interest, throughout the year. A new, exciting, fun, challenging, and rewarding 

Reform Jewish Enrichment Program that includes Jewish studies, Israel education, Hebrew lessons, social 

action projects and experiences for our students and their families is in the works! Our objective is to 

develop a warm and caring community of learners committed to, and enthusiastic about, their love of 

Judaism. We intend to make being Jewish a joyful experience. We will provide a “less stress” format that 

will also include many independent learning opportunities and a new “reward system” for achieving 

milestones in learning! 
 

Our monthly Temple Family Services and potluck dinners will be an important part of our Religious 

School program, with students participating in such themes as “Minion-Minyan,” “Glow in the Dark 

Shabbat,” “Characters with Character,” and “Let’s Talk Turkey: Thankful-Giving.” Thanks to a generous 

donor, we will have enough copies of our newest children’s Siddur for these services! 
 

This year, we will be offering Religious School classes twice a month. Dates have been determined by 

focusing on the Jewish calendar, our local public school calendars, and consideration for the needs of our 

students and their families. Our first day of classes will not begin until after the High Holy Days. This will 

provide our TRS families an opportunity to enjoy and participate in the meaningful services and family 

traditions of Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur with “less stress!” TRS students are encouraged to attend the 

special Temple Beth El High Holy Days Children’s Services.  
 

Religious School will begin at 9:15 AM and end at 12:00 noon, twice a month, throughout the school year. 

Weekday Hebrew Classes (a.k.a. “Wednesday School”) and B’nai Mitzvah lessons will be scheduled with 

the Rabbi based on each student’s needs and availability. We are happy to have teachers Sara Rice, 

Rebecca Charhon and Elizabeth Levy returning this year. Several of our TBE teens will also be joining us 

as Teacher Aides and Assistants.  
 

The first day of TRS will include Sukkah building and decorating. There will be an informational parent 

meeting with coffee and bagels at 10:30 AM. We also welcome members of our community interested in 

providing their children with a Jewish education who have not yet enrolled their child in Religious School. 

For new students, TRS registration packets, including the TRS Calendar for the 2015-2016 school year can 

be mailed, emailed, or picked up at the Temple Beth El office, upon request.  Families of returning 

students should have already received registration packets. (Please let us know if you have not received 

yours.) 
 

Please always feel free to contact Christine Levy, Temple Beth El Religious School Director, by email 

(CMLevy@iname.com) or by telephone (518-796-8808) for more information or with questions or 

concerns.  We look forward to a wonderful year working with the children and families in our community!  

mailto:CMLevy@iname.com
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New Homes for Old Books! 
As was reported in a previous issue of the Shofar, 

the Temple library was recently cleaned, sorted, and 

re-organized.  Excess books that were no longer 

shelved in the library were placed on a table in the 

hallway to find new homes.  Our Temple Beth El 

community is filled with book-lovers, and in just 

two weeks, most of the books had been "adopted"!   

 

Thank you to everyone who found a new treasure to 

read, and in that way, helped to complete the library 

cleanup project.  A future makeover to give a new 

fresh "look" to the library is in the planning stages, 

and you'll hear more about it in a future issue of 

the Shofar.   

 

Tasteful Traditions 
Did you know that there are still available copies 

of the Temple Beth El community cookbook 

"Tasteful Traditions" for sale?  This cookbook 

offers delicious ideas for High Holiday cooking, 

plus a fabulous selection of recipes both modern 

and "vintage" to solve your cooking dilemmas 

year-round.  The cookbook is a must-have for the 

kitchen of every Temple 

member, and is also a terrific 

gift for family and friends with 

Temple Beth El connections. 

See Katie in the Temple office 

to purchase yours today for the 

bargain price of just $10!! 

 

New Temple Beth El Anniversary Logo! 
 

In honor of Temple Beth El's 90th anniversary, a contest was held to design a logo to be used 

throughout the year.  This design would appear in the Shofar, and in any activities held in 

conjunction with celebrating this milestone event.  Four unique designs were submitted, and a 

committee of five met to review the designs and select a winner.  We are now proud to announce 

that Temple member Tom O'Brien's fresh and modern logo design has been selected.  Your first 

view of the logo is in the upper right corner of this issue's newly re-designed Shofar masthead, 

where it will continue to appear in each issue.  A huge thank you 

to Valerie Hope, Allie Ronald, Bill Brender, and Tom O’Brien who 

submitted entries.  Each of these artists will receive a Temple 

Beth El 90th Anniversary mug in honor of their 

participation.  Tom will also receive two free tickets to a Temple 

anniversary event sometime this coming year.   

 

Congratulations, Tom, and thanks again to all the entrants!   

 

Phyllis Brown 
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What the Durbins are Doing 
 

Rabbi Rose Durbin sends her love to everyone and Temple Beth El! She shares the exciting news that she 

will be a Martin County Star in her new hometown of Stuart, FL! She will be participating in the major 

annual fundraiser for the Healthy Start Coalition, the Dancing with the Martin Stars competition on Saturday, 

September 12th. Rabbi Rose will spend the summer practicing her original dance piece with a professional 

dancer, and will strut her stuff in front of a sold-out crowd at the historic Lyric Theatre in downtown Stuart 

(OY VEY!)!  Healthy Start's efforts including increased access to prenatal care, dental care, childbirth and 

breastfeeding education, nutritional counseling, tobacco use cessation, parenting education, psychosocial 

counseling, and safe sleeping/infant CPR instruction, have led to a significant 

improvement in maternal/child health in our community over the past 7 

years.  Women who receive these services are more likely to receive essential 

prenatal care, to deliver full-term healthy babies, and these babies are more likely 

to survive their first year than mothers who do not receive this support!   

 

If you are interested in supporting Rose, Please donate on the 

website, mchealthystart.org/2015-dancers.html and click on Rose's name, and 

make sure to put "Temple Beth El" in the notes! Thanks so much for your help, 

and please feel free to be in touch with Rose, Matt, Ellie and Maya and follow 

Rose's adventures as a Star on Facebook! 

 

 

Get Well Soon 
 
 

Marcus Berg, Michael Berg, Patricia Brie, Sal Charhon, Mia Corton, Mitch Frasier, Elliott Friedman, Janet 

Friedman, Victor Friedman, Jacqueline Gordon, Diane Grant, Jaylin Israel, Lois Israel, Sheldon Kramer, 

Howard Krantz, Chris Levy, Elizabeth Levy, Jeffrey Levy, Bert Lieberman, Mark Lipschitz, Diane Martin, 

Sam Melucci, Ed Miltch, Sylvia Miltch, Richard Muller, Edie Rudnick, Bob Savarin, Jennifer Schultz, Joel 

Schwartz, Tammy Whitty  

 

 

Appreciation to Our July & August Oneg Hosts 
 

Albert and Rebecca Charhon 

Karen Marks and Steve Adler – In Memory of Serri Schectman 

Bill Brender – In Memory of Ruth Brender 

Robert and Barbara Rosoff – In Honor of Sara Rice’s birthday 

Salomon and Elaine Charhon – In Memory of Gerald Israel and Isaac Israel 

Matt, Allison, and Jonah Levin – In Honor of Grant’s 8th Birthday 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – In Honor of All of Our Wonderful Temple Volunteers  

Friends of Diane and Bill Martin – In Honor of their 50th Wedding Anniversary 

Rabbi Rose with her dance partner 

http://mchealthystart.org/2015-dancers.html
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Contributions 
 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In Memory of Hans Cherney: 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

 

Mazel Tov, Karen Marks and Steve Adler on their first 

wedding anniversary: 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

 

In Memory of Saul & Gertrude Strassman: 

Mace & Sue Comora 

 

In Memory of C. Harry & Louise Nystrom: 

Mace & Sue Comora 

 

In Memory of Stanton Lasher: 

Ronni Shelley 

 

In Memory of Howard & Pauline Serlin: 

Cheryl Tucker 

 

In Memory of Steve Tucker: 

Cheryl Tucker 

 

In Memory of Silas & Janet Berkowitz: 

Charles & Kristen Berkowitz 

 

In Memory of Alan Gartner: 

Salomon & Elaine Charhon 

Tim, Frann, and Mason Flatley 

Jack & Lois Hellman 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

 

In Honor of Samuel Josef Marks becoming a Bar Mitzvah: 

Florence Handen 

Jack & Lois Hellman 

 

In Honor of Mike Siegel’s Birthday: 

Florence Handen 

 

In Memory of Paul I. Pearl: 

Marta Flaum 

 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In Honor of Sheldon Binns’s Birthday: 

Jack & Lois Hellman 

Jeff, Chris, & Elizabeth Levy 

Robert & Barbara Rosoff 

Helene Rudnick 

Sandy & Martha Searleman 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

 

In Memory of Ira Jacobson: 

Steve Adler & Karen Marks 

Jack & Lois Hellman 

Judith Metzner Shepherd 

 

In Honor of Barbara Rosoff: 

Jeff, Chris, & Elizabeth Levy 

 

In Memory of Peggy & Lou Brown: 

Elliott Brown 

 

In Memory of Bertha Pearl: 

Marta Flaum 

 

In Memory of Bertha Bernstein: 

Phil & Erma Gordon 

 

In Honor of Judith Metzner Shepherd’s Birthday: 

Robert & Barbara Rosoff 

Bonnie Yanklowitz 

 

Wishing a Happy and Healthy New Year to Rabbi Ronald, 

Cathy, congregants, friends, and acquaintances: 

Bonnie Yanklowitz 
 

Healing Prayers and Speedy Recovery to Katie Weaver: 

Bonnie Yanklowitz 

 

In Honor of Rabbi Jeffrey & Cathy Ronald: 

Bonnie Yanklowitz 
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Contributions 
 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In Honor of Debbie & Bill Sheerer: 

Bonnie Yanklowitz 

 

In honor of Karen Marks & Steve Adler: 

Bonnie Yanklowitz 

 

In Honor of Sara Rice: 

Bonnie Yanklowitz 

 

Special Birthday Wishes to Sheldon Binns on his 90th: 

Bonnie Yanklowitz 

 

Happy Birthday Wishes to Helene Rudnick: 

Bonnie Yanklowitz 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In Honor of Sheldon Binns’s Birthday: 

Mike & Gilda Siegel 

 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
 

In Memory of Ira Jacobson: 

Norm & Sylvia Kudan 

 

TEMPLE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
 

In Honor of Sheldon Binns’s Birthday: 

Steve Adler & Karen Marks 

 

We Remember 
 

Mourners Kaddish for the following individuals will be 

recited in Temple on the noted dates: 
 

September 4 

Felix Ales, Barnett Dmocher, Jacquelyn Efram, *Philip 

Gelfand, Celia P. Horelick, Bertha Lebow, Edna Little, 

Arlene Menkis, *Robert A. Patrick, *Isidor Rosenblatt, 

William Schlitt, Irving Schulwolf, Herman Stichman, 

Siegfried Wordschild 
 

September 11 

*Mina Avrin, *Fanny Kaplan Breslaw, *Lillian Fenster, 

Dow Gill, *Julia Jacobson, *Nathan Jacobson, David 

Levine, *Dr. Wolf Maslon, Helen L. Patack, Julius N. 

Persk, Steven Charles Scolnik 
 

September 18 

*Jennie Armour, Charles Cambridge, Rose Dmocher, 

Robert B. Glasser, *Mae Goldberg, Nellie Goldsmith, 

Esther Budelo Hazan, *Annette Kaufman, *Oscar Kalman 

Kraus, John Travis Mulligan, *Betty Ovitz, George 

Pacter, *Sylvia Parker, Leo Ritter, Marie Rosensweig, 

*Sidney Rosoff, Belle Searleman, *Rebecca A. 

Silverman, Celia Solomon 
 

September 25 

*Michael A. Corton, Norman Didakow, *Sophie Erlanger, 

Dorothy Frank, *Leonard E. Leopold, *Esther Maslon, 

Molly Metviner, Mildred Proller, *Ida Schulman, 

*Marion Schwartz, Nathan Stillman, *Bertha J. Yanowitz 
 

(*name appears on yahrzeit plaque in the sanctuary) 
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Mazel Tov 
 

To Samuel Josef Marks,  
son of Ross Marks and Karen Hochhauser,  

and grandson of Karen Marks and Steve Adler,  
who became a bar mitzvah on July 18, 2015. 
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Chai Society Breakfast Program 
 

Book Review of  

The Jew Who Defeated Hitler:  

Henry Morgenthau, Jr., F.D.R. and How We Won the War 
 

When:  Sunday, September 20th at 9:30 a.m. 

Where:  Ralph and Lillian Leinoff Community Room 

Speaker: Dr. Norman Enhorning, Distinguished Professor Emeritus of History at S.U.N.Y Adirondack 
 

In this presentation, Dr. Enhorning will speak of the life and times of Henry Morgenthau, Jr., the Secretary 

of the Treasury during almost all of the F.D.R. presidency. Dr. Enhorning’s major focus, however, will be 

on the years of the Second World War when Morgenthau, as the most influential member on the War Refu-

gee Board, was able to relocate 200,000 Jews and thereby save their lives. 
 

A buffet-style breakfast will be prepared under the direction of Chef Sandy Searleman. 
 

It’s time to contribute your dues to the Chai Society.  The amount is still $18 per person with your check 

made payable to Beth El Brotherhood.  Please mail your check to Sandy Searleman, 12 Pollazzo Court, 

Queensbury, NY 12804. 

 

 

Fall 2015 Classes with Rabbi Ronald 
 

A call for proposals! Last year we offered a two-semester-long class in modern Yiddish, which 
was a smashing success. One of the reasons we elicited such a strong response: the course was 
modeled on popular feedback. 

Once again, we would like to offer courses in adult education which will appeal to the largest 
number of students. Therefore, if there is a Judaic subject which interests you, please let the 
Temple office know what you would like to learn out of the treasure house of Judaism. 

This autumn, following the High Holy Days, we are already scheduling three sessions for "A Taste 
of Judaism," an introduction to the Tradition, sponsored by the Union for Reform Judaism. 

Immediately following "Taste," the Temple will host "An Introduction to Judaism," an eight-week 
survey of the heritage of God, Torah, Israel and Zion. 

This leaves room for one other fall course offering. Here are some ideas: 

1) An Introduction to American Jewish History 
2) Israel and Zionism at the Crossroads 
3) Beginning Hebrew (Biblical and Liturgical) 
4) The Jewish Prayer book: A Distillation of the Life of Israel 

You may have other notions of what would engage our congregants in the study of Torah. Let us 

in the Temple Office hear from you. 



 

TEMPLE HISTORY 
 

        NINETY YEARS AGO 

 

Ninety years ago, on September 18, 2015, our Temple opened its doors for its first 

High Holy Day services.* At the time, the building was half-finished, and the 

Congregation had been formally incorporated for less than one year. It was less 

than seven years since the only Jewish organizations in Glens Falls were a strictly 

observant synagogue and a related Hebrew school for boys, established in 1892 by 

the first Jewish families in Glens Falls. However, a lot had changed in the Jewish community in that time. 

 

In approximately 1918, men's and women's Hebrew Aid Societies were organized to extend charity in the 

local Jewish community. As it happened, little charity was required. The men's society raised enough 

money to last several years, and promptly disbanded. The women's society continued to meet and to 

undertake social and educational projects. Among the subjects discussed was the need for an English-

language program to teach children Jewish religion, ethics, and history. The women were encouraged and 

guided in this endeavor by Rabbi Adolph Guttman, the distinguished Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Society 

of Concord in Syracuse, New York, who was a brother-in-law of Julia Jacobson, the president of the 

Hebrew Ladies Aid Society. Rabbi Guttman also encouraged the establishment of Reform worship and, in 

1922, conducted the first Reform High Holy Day services, in a hall above the Jacobsons' clothing store on 

Glen Street. In the next two years, there were High Holy Day services and intermittent “Shabbat” services 

(some conducted on Sunday evenings) and appearances of visiting rabbis and rabbinical students. 

 

A turning point arrived before the High Holy Days in 1924. First, the Congregation received the gift of its 

first Torah. A rabbinical student was engaged from the Jewish Institute of Religion in New York to 

dedicate the scroll and was then retained to conduct services for the High Holy Days and periodically 

during the next year. Immediately after the Yom Kippur service, on October 8, 1924, a drive was begun to 

raise funds to build a Reform temple. The appeal was enthusiastically answered, and within weeks a 

corporate charter was filed for “Temple Beth-El Jewish Reformed Congregation.”  Ultimately, funds to 

build the Temple came, not only from the Jewish community, but from many other sources. At the 

program for the laying of the cornerstone on August 2, 1925, the speakers included public officials and 

clergy of several denominations. 

 

On September 18, 1925, the Temple looked considerably different from its current appearance. 

Worshippers sat on borrowed kitchen chairs; floors and Sanctuary window frames were covered in 

canvas. The kitchen was a bare room, and ladders and scaffolding were everywhere. But congregants 

attending the High Holy Day services could stroll through the unfinished structure and picture the 

comfortable Temple to come. Originally, the two-story Sanctuary occupied the entire east half of the 

building, with arched windows on both the north and south sides presenting an imposing appearance. 

Rabbi Guttman returned to join the student rabbi in conducting the services. The topic of his sermon was 

“light,” and he presented the Congregation with the ner tamid (Eternal Light) that still graces our 

Sanctuary today. As always, he ended his sermon with blessings of peace. 

 

Judith Metzner Shepherd, Historian 
*Material for this column is derived from two volumes of Ella Cline's history of Temple Beth El, “My Sisterhood” and “The  

Mansion Of My Soul”; recollections of Dr. Orel Friedman; contemporary news accounts; and documents in the archives of 

Temple Beth El. 
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Happy Birthday! 
 

Tanis Ives 

(9/3 – 7 years old!) 

Leah Conklin (9/11) 

Stephen Adler (9/11) 

Aaron Friedman (9/16) 

Elaine Charhon (9/18) 

Grant Levin 

(9/20 – 8 years old!) 

Karen Marks (9/21) 

Cooper Nadler 

(9/21 – 10 years old!) 

Rabbi Jeffrey Ronald (9/21) 

Katie Weaver (9/22) 

Camden Wolfield 

(9/28 – 9 years old!) 

Bill Brender (9/29) 

Linda Friedman (9/30) 

Allie Ronald (9/30) 

September Family Service  
&  

Potluck Dinner 
  

Please join us on Friday, September at 6 p.m. for a Family 
Service followed by a potluck dinner.  
 

Please call or e-mail Katie in the Temple Office to let her know 
what "ready-to-serve," dish you will be bringing to share.   

Happy Anniversary! 
 

Mike & Lynn Seidel (9/1 – 48 years)          Rabbi Jeff & Cathy Ronald (9/4 – 32 years) 

Joel & Gail Solomon (9/8 – 41 years)          Jonathan & Dale Nemer (9/13 – 34 years) 

Philip & Erma Gordon (9/26 – 46 years) 

Book Club 
 

Below are the books we will be reading. We have a Hanukah party in 

December so no book was chosen. 

We meet the second Tuesday of the month at the Temple at 10 a.m. 
 

September 8, 2015: The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd 

October 13, 2015: The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh 

November 9, 2015: Wild by Cheryl Strayed 

December 8, 2015: Hanukah Party! 

January 12, 2016: An Unnecessary Woman by Rabih Alanmeddine 
 

Karen Marks Adler 

R. Cohen Recycling, Inc. 

38 Geer Street 

Glens Falls, NY 12801 

518-792-2010 

 

Scrap Metal Processors 
 

Page 12 
Page 12 



 

ellul 5775 & tishrei 5776 / September 2015 

BARTLETT, PONTIFF,  

STEWART & RHODES, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

One Washington Street 

Glens Falls, NY  12801 

Phone (518) 792-2117 

 

Please support and patronize 

our advertising sponsors whenever 

possible. 

 

Officers & Board of Trustees 
President: Matt Levin 

Vice President: Jack Hellman 

Co-Treasurers: Karen Marks & Allison Levin 

Recording Secretary: Kathy Naftaly 

Immediate Past President: Stephen Adler 

Trustees: Rebecca Charhon, Sara Friedman, Jeffrey 

Hill, Dave Lieberman, Barbara Rosoff,  

Sanford Searleman, Scott Schwartz, Bill Sheerer,  

Judith Metzner Shepherd, and Larry Silver 

 

Committees 
Ritual/Pulpit Chair, Jack Hellman 

Cemetery Chair, Michael Seidel 

Personnel Chair, Kathy Naftaly 

History Chair, Judith Metzner Shepherd 

House Chair, Bill Sheerer 

Project 21st Century Chair, Larry Silver 

Religious School Director, Chris Levy 

Temple’s rabbi and president will be  

ex-officio members of all committees. 

 

Regan Denny Stafford Funeral 

Home 

 

53 Quaker Road 

Queensbury, New York 12804 

P: 518-792-1114 

F: 518-792-1287 

 

Torah Portions 
 

September 5 

ki tavo 

Deut. 26:1-29:8 

Pr. Is. 60:1-22 
 

September 12 

nitzavim 

Deut. 29:9-30:20 

Pr. Is. 61:10-63:9 
 

September 19 

va-yelech-shuvah 

Deut. 31:1-30 

Pr. Hosea 14:2-10 

Joel 2:15-27 

Micah 7:18-20 
 

September 26 

ha-azinu 

Deut. 32:1-52 

Pr. II Sam. 22:1-51 
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Tzedakah 
 

This Yom Kippur, the 

Regional Food Bank of 

Northeastern New York 

will again be asking for 

your help in feeding our 

many hungry neighbors in 

the northeastern region of 

New York State. Please 

“share your bread with the 

hungry” - surely the 

neediest among us - by 

contributing to the 31st 

Annual Yom Kippur 

Hunger Appeal.  

Thank you very much!! 

www.regionalfoodbank.net 



 

3 Marion Avenue 
Glens Falls, New York      

12801-2813 

Phone: 518-792-4364 

Fax: 518-792-4336 

office@glensfallstemple.com 

www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

Temple Beth El welcomes unaffiliated, 

traditional, intermarried & non-

traditional families and individuals. 

Temple Beth El 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Shofar 
Editors: 

 Phyllis Brown 

 Judith Metzner Shepherd 

 Lois Hellman, Emerita 
Editorial Assistant: 

 Katie Weaver 

Writing for the Shofar?  Think Ahead! 
 

 

Writing something for the Shofar?  REMEMBER YOUR DEADLINES.  Articles and announcements for the 

Shofar should be sent to the Temple Administrative Assistant, Katie Weaver, well in advance of the desired 

publication date.  The deadline for each issue (usually the 15th day of the preceding month) is shown on the 

Calendar page, but your article should arrive as early as possible.  The Shofar is published before the first day of 

each month, and PUBLICATION WILL NOT BE DELAYED for late articles and announcements. 

 

Remember:  If your article will be timed to coincide with a holiday or event, you will want it to appear at least as 

early as the issue preceding the event.  And if you are asking for volunteers, for reservations, or for advance ticket 

or merchandise purchases, your article or announcement may need to appear several months in advance.  Even for 

something that is several months away, it is never too early to submit an announcement to get the Shofar readers 

to “save the date”! 

 

The Editors welcome letters and other reader contributions.  E-mail submission (Office@GlensFallsTemple.com) 

is preferred.  Submit your article as an e-mail message or as an attachment.  If you lack internet access, you may 

deliver or mail your submission to the attention of Katie Weaver at Temple Beth El, 3 Marion Avenue, Glens 

Falls, NY 12801, timed to arrive prior to the deadline. 

 

The deadline for getting articles to Katie for the October issue of the Shofar 

is Wednesday, September 16! 

Rabbi Jeffrey N. Ronald, MHL, DD 


