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  TEMPLE BETH EL 
3 Marion Avenue  

Glens Falls, New York 12801 
(518) 792-4364 

Office@GlensFallsTemple.com  
www.GlensFallsTemple.com 

An affiliated congregation of the  
Union for Reform Judaism since 1950 

Bequests, both large and small, have played a vital role at Temple Beth El.  

Please consider Temple Beth El in your will. 

Rabbiõs Message 
 

As you read this issue of our Shofar, my hope is that spring will 

be in the air and that you will see the first blossoms on the trees 

as our winter begins to subside. So it is with all of us we shake 

off the doldrums and begin our òspring housecleaning.ó This year, as we do 

so, may we pause long enough to consider what we wish to clean. Perhaps 

there are old ways that simply get repeated because we have done so in the 

past. Perhaps there are words that we have spoken that we re-speak almost 

automatically in different situations. Spring also reminds us of Passover and 

the escape from servitude to freedom. We might as part of our spring 

housecleaning ask ourselves, How free are we to act, to speak and what 

conditions are in response in various situations? The notion of freedom is to 

use our skills and talents not just for the benefit of ourselves but for our family 

and community. We might, novel as it may seem, think about what we can do 

to enhance our role in Temple life. Perhaps shake off the lethargy and 

volunteer.  
 

We live in tumultuous times and also as part of the spring, we are reminded of 

the Shoah ð the holocaust. It is hard to image what can happen in our world 

but these days almost nothing seems to be beyond our surprise. We are free 

to use our talents to prevent the horrors of the past from being repeated and 

yet in small ways, they are. We Jews have survived our own history and are 

free to make new history.  
 

May the spring housecleaning that we do open us to new possibilities that can 

enhance not only own lives but the lives of those we love.  
 

Lõshalom, 

Rabbi Norm 

Presidentõs Message 
  

Spring is a time of renewal and rebirth. As we prepare for Pesach and 
the time that follows, it's also time to prepare for the rebirth of 

Temple Beth El. By now you have seen invites from Temple leaders 
to become part of that conversation. Temple Beth El will soon be 
celebrating 100 years. What do we want the next 100 years to look like? I realize 

that's a bit daunting, so let's start small. What do you want from Temple Beth El in  
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Presidentõs Message 
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the next year? The next five years? The next ten 
years? What do you see as the future of our Temple 
Beth El family? These are big questions that I pose 
to you, our Temple Beth El family. And we don't 
need to have concrete answers right away. To start, 
as your leaders, we want to know what you need 
from Temple Beth El now and in the future? This is 
your congregation and your family. As we re-
emerge from the past few years of isolation, how 
can we continue to grow as a congregation and as a 
part of our area's Jewish community and larger 
community? 
 

This campaign is the beginning of the conversation. 
It won't end with these Kibitz sessions. It's time to 
meet you where you are. This is your congregation. 
If you prefer to chat one on one, please don't hesitate 
to let us know. Tell us how you want to 
communicate with us and how we can continue to 
make every single person feel like they are part of 
the Temple Beth El family.  
 

Chag Pesach Sameach, 
 

Sara Friedman 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Tuesday, June ʵ at ʶ:ʯʯ PM 

 

Slate of Oʢcers: 
 

President, Sara Friedman 
Vice President, Vacant 
Treasurer, Karen Marks 

Recording Secretary, Sara Rice 
 

Trustees: 
Stephen Adler 
Rebecca Charhon 
Jeʡrey Hill 
Amanda Kukle 

Naftali Rottenstreich 
Sanford Searlemen 

Deborah Friedman Sheerer 
Vacant 
Vacant 

Temple Beth Elõs  

Passover Seder 
 

Thursday, April 6, 2023 at 7:00 PM 
 

Temple will be hosting a 30-Minute Seder in 
person this year with just the ritual items 

 and no catered meal. 
 

$5 per person. Age 5 and under are free. 
 

Please contact Katie by Monday, April 3 to let her 
know how many people will be attended  

and which of the following ritual items you can 
donate for our seder.  

 

Seder Plate Items Needed:  
Grape juice/wine, matzah, bitter herbs (horseradish 

or romaine lettuce), charoset,  
parsley, hard boiled eggs and bones.  

 

Donôt forget your seder plate! 
 

Savor the joy of being together to celebrate 
surviving plagues, slavery, persecution & tsouris!  

 

LôChaim! Happy Passover! 

 
 
 
 

Help shape the future of our  
Temple Beth El Community! 

 
 

Please join us for a Kibitz Campaign 
session:  

 
 

Kibitz and BYON (Bring Your Own Nosh)  
 

Thursday, April 20 @ 7 pm via zoom  
 

OR  
 

Kibitz and Nosh  
 

Sunday, April 23 @ 11 am at Temple Beth El  
(snacks provided)  

 
 

How can Temple Beth El best serve you? 
What do you want to see in the future? 

 

We want to hear from you, our  
Temple Beth El Family.  

 

RSVP not required. All are welcome. 
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Yom HaShoah hosted by 
Temple Beth El on  

Tuesday, April 18 at 7:00 PM 
with Guest Speaker:  
Michelle Weinfeld 

YOM HASHOAH  

LIGHT A YELLOW CANDLE  

TO REMEMBER THOSE WHO PERISHED  

2023 is the 78th anniversary since Nazi 
concentration camps were liberated, and the 
Holocaust that claimed six million Jewish lives came 
to an end. To ensure that the six million did not die 
in vain and that the Holocaust never happens again, 
Temple Beth El will join Jews and others throughout 
North America by participating in the Yom HaShoah 
Yellow Candle Program.  

As the years pass, the memories of those who fell 
victim to the ultimate hate crime must not diminish. 
That is why we are encouraging your family and 
every family in Temple Beth El to light just one 
Yellow Candle on Erev Yom HaShoah, the night of 
Tuesday, April 18, 2023. There will be a joint service 
with Temple Beth El and Congregation Shaaray 
Tefila on Tuesday, April 18, 2023 at 7:00 pm at 
Temple Beth El. When each family lights a Yellow 
Candle, it increases the awareness of the Holocaust 
and perpetuates our commitment to our people.  

The memory is important because the number of 
Holocaust survivors is diminishing with each passing 
day. As we lose this precious link, those who deny 
the Holocaust ever happened gain strength. Sadly, 
20% of all high school students lack any knowledge 
of the Holocaust.  

Yom HaShoah candles are a highly visible symbol 
for keeping the flame alive. Their color recalls the 
badges Jews were forced to wear in Nazi-occupies 
Europe, but their flame inspires hope that we can yet 
make our world a tolerant place to live. This year 
seems especially important given the anti-Semitic 
atmosphere we witnessed in past years as well as this 
year.  

Therefore, we are requesting that you contact Katie 
Weaver at the Temple (518-792-4364) to make 
arrangements to pick up your candle(s) and make a 
tzedakah donation of $18 (or more) per candle. 
Please make your check payable to Temple Beth El 
Brotherhood.  

Shalom,  

Sanford Searleman,  
Yom HaShoah Candle 
Chairperson  


